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ABSTRACT 

Thi s  the s i s  i s  an ex amination o f  the comme rcia l ,  

soci a l  and po l i ti c a l  dim en s ions o f  the New Ze a land timber an d 

flax trade 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0 . 

Chap ters One to Three pro vi de a chronologi cal acco unt 

o f  the trade . The le ve l  o f  acti vi ty was sporad i c  un ti l 1 82 7  

a fte r whi ch t im e  the tr ade expande d .  The years 1 7 6 9 -1 8 2 7  we re a 

per i od o f  fami li ari z ation . The E urope an s needed to expe r iment wi t 

the New Zea land prod uct s ,  to te s t  the m a rket for them an d to 

se t t le trade rs at New Zealan d . The Mao ri s had to le arn what E uro­

peans requi re d an d to adjus t to the demands o f  trading . Each 

g roup use d the se ye ars to get to know the othe r and to e s tab l i sh 

the rapport required for the trade to function . Ex po rt s o f  wood 

and fibre from New Ze a l and in cre ased rapi dly a fte r 1 8 2 7  beca use 

the E urope an s we re prepared to in ve s t  in them and the Maori s were 

wi l l ing to p roduce enough timbe r and flax to s us tain an export 

trade . During the 1 8 30 s  the trade pro spered on ly fo r as l ong as 

the m arke ts for the products we re b uoyan t and the Maori s we re 

prepare d to contin ue to as s i s t  wi th the p roduction o f  them . 

Timber and fl ax trading co uld s ubstanti a l ly a ffe c t  the 

l i ve s  o f  those in vo l ve d  in i t . Chapte rs Four and Fi ve ex am lne 

how t r ade rs adapted to the dem ands o f  the New Zealand phy s i c a l  

an d s o cial  en vi ronmen t and how Mao ri s face d changes i n  the i r  wo rk 

an d se ttlemen t pat te rn s , hea lth , inte r-tribal re lations , and 

m ate ri a l  c ult ure . 

Chap te r Six di s c us s e s  the in cre asing inte re s t  b y  B ri tish 

an d co lon i a l  g ove rnmen ts  in New Z e a l and a ffai rs whi ch wa s s tim u­

l ated in l arg e part by the timber an d flax trade . For ex amp le the 

s ent n aval ve s se ls and i s s ued con trac t s  to pri vate fi rm s to 

co l l e c t  carg oe s  o f  the se products .  They ialso sought to reg ul ate 

a f fa i r s  in New Ze a lan d  (by pas s ing Acts  o f  Par l i amen t , by sending 

n a va l  ve s se ls to crui s e  the coast an d  by appointing a B ri t i s h  

Re s i de nt )  a t  le as t  partly i n  orde r t o  provide an environme n t  whi c 

wo uld be cond uci ve to trading . The e ve n t ual Bri t i s h  de c i s ion to 

annex New Ze a l an d  wa s s trong ly in fluen ce d by the p re s s ure exe rted 

on the g o ve rnmen t  by those who we re i n te re s te d  in t radin g  wi th 

that c o un try . 
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vii i  

PREFACE 

Thi s  the s i s  i s  a s tudy o f  the New Ze a l and timbe r  and 

flax trade 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0 . It ex am ine s the comm e rc i a l  aspe cts 

and the s ocial con se q uence s o f  thi s  trade . I t  also exp lore s 

how the t r ade he lpe d invo l ve the go vernments o f  Bri t ain , New 

S o uth Wale s and Van Diemen ' s  Lan d  in New Ze a l and a f fa i r s  and 

i n  fl u:mce d move s  for annex ation . 

Chapters One to Three o f  the the s i s  o utline the 

chrono logy o f  the trade 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0 , whi le Ch apters Fo ur to Six 

are a them a ti c  ex amin ation o f  the imp li c ations o f  the trading 

proce s s . 

Earlie r 

in  term s  o f  the 

re lati on to the 

wri te rs  have tended to reg ard the flax trade 

pe ri od 1 8 2 7 -1 8 32 and the timbe r trade on ly in  
1 1 8  30 s .  In Chapte r One i t  i s  arg ue d that the 

fo undations for the t rade we re fi rs t laid when Cook an d hi s 

c o l le ag ue s  ex to l le d  the vi rt ues o f  New Ze a lan d  tre e s  and 

phorm i un .  Th us , r athe r than regarding the e vents o f  the trade 

in the ye ars  be fore 1 82 7  as i solated in c i dents they are ex am ine 

as being p art o f  the pro ce s s  o f  preparati on , fa� i l i ari z ation , 

and expe rimentation th at was nece ss a ry be fore trading co uld 

t ak e  o ff .  

Chapter Two analyses the factors whi ch de te rmined the 

q uant i t i e s  o f  phorm i un tha t  we re exported from New Zea land 

between 1 82 7  and 1 8 32 .  I t  look s also at the n a ture o f  the trade 

a fte r the boom ye ar s  had pas sed thro ugh to the end o f  the 

de cade . Chapte r Three i s  conce rned with the acti vi ties  o f  the 

spar t rade and the fluctuations in the colon i a l  timbe r t rade i n  

the 1 8 30 s . In addi tion both chapters de s cribe the p atte rns o f  

E urope an se tt leme n t  in New Ze a land that re s ulted from the 

req ui rements o f  e ach branch o f  the trade . 

Chapters Four and Fi ve a re conce rn e d  wi th the peop le 

in vo l ve d  wi th the trade and the ways in whi ch a commi tm en t  to 

the trade a ffe cted thei r  li ve s . The se chapte rs are in no way 

1. The re h ave been two New Zea l and the se s whi ch h a ve 
in c l ude d in format i on spe ci fi ca lly on the pre -1 8 4 0  pe ric 
b ut the se de alt wi th nei the r the me chani cs nor the 
s oc i a l  hi s to ry o f  the trade be fore 1 8 4 0 . The y  are S . J . [ 
McCay , ' Phormiun Tehax and New Ze a l an d  Hi story ' , M . A .  
the si s , Otago Uni ve r s i ty , 1 9 5 2 ; P . H. H .  Taylor , ' The 
H i s tory o f  the K a uri Timbe r Indus try ' ,  M . A .  the s i s , 
l>.uck land Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 5 0 . 



ix 

to b e  regarde d as a hi s tory o f  the Europe an s  or Maori s i n  

New Ze a l an d  i n  the pe riod to 1 8 4 0  and n e i the r are the y  a 

gen e r a l  di s c us s i on o f  c ul t ure contact . Moreove r , a ltho ugh 

trading i n vol ve d  pro longed con tacts be tween Maori s an d 

Europe an s ,  the se chapters do not de al w i th the wi de r  q ue s ti on 

o f  r ac e  re lati on s . Howe ve r , a l l  the se m atte rs are to uche d on 

in the course o f  the di s cus sion b ut on ly in so far as the y  

re l ate to the sub j e c t  o f  the the s i s .  

The fin a l  chapte r o f  the the s i s  de a l s  wi th the w i de r  

repe r c us s ions o f  the New Ze aland timbe r and flax trade . I t  

di s c us s e s  t.he r o le o f  the Bri ti sh and colon i a l  go ve rnme n t s  

both i n  promoting the tr ade and in attempting to reg ulate it. 

It i s  a rg ued th at thi s i n vo l vem ent p l aye d a signi fi can t  p ar t  

in de te rm in ing the nature and timing o f  Bri tain ' s  annex a t i on 

o f  New Ze aland . 

The s tudy ends abo ut the beginni ng o f  1 8 4 0 be c a us e  the 

form a l  a s sm1ption of Bri t i s h  contro l ove r  New Ze a land an d the 

huge i n flux o f  colon i sts in th at ye ar a f fe cte d the nc.ture o f  

the tr ade. What had been , from a New Ze a land pe rspe c ti ve , 

e ffe cti ve ly a m ari time fre e - trade was , from 1 8 40 , in f l ue n ce d  

by i n te rn a l  gove rnment reg ulation s , import d uti e s  and the 

in te rn a l  m a rke t dem ands o f  the new colon y . 

The approach adopte d  in thi s  study has been to s tart 

by ex am ining the de t ai ls o f  the trade and then to broade n  the 

perspe c ti ve  by an a ly s ing fi rst i t s  soci a l  an d then i ts po l i tica 

dime n s i on s . Thi s  approach i s  aime d to demon s trate both the 

de 'Velopm e n t  o f  the trade and the con tin ui ty which linked Cook ' 3 

s ugg e s ti on o f  the p oten ti a l  for a timbe r and flax trade to 

the e ve n ts whi ch le d up to the sign ing o f  the Tre aty o f  

Wai t an g i .  &� a ccount o f  the voyage s  to and from New Z e al an d  

g rows i n  signi fi c an ce when the e f fe cts o f  the tr ade on the 

li .ve s o f  the parti cipant s are con sidered .  In m uch the s am e  way 

con temporary commen tators and the Briti s h  an d colon i a l  g o ve rn ­

m e n t s  a lso became aware o f  the wide r  imp lication s  o f  the t r ade . 

I t  vla s , respe c ti ve ly ,  the i r  de s cripti on s  o f  t he i l l-e f fe c ts o f  

the trade on l i fe in New Z e alan d  and thei r  m o ve s  to prom ote 



and to reg ulate trading at that co untry that bro ught the 

tim be r  and fl ax trade i nto the aren a o f  Briti s h  colon i a l  

pol i c y -m ak in g . In that for um  the trade took on a new 

X 

imp ortan ce . Th us the the s i s  goe s on to l ook at the imp l i cation 

o f  the g o ve rnments ' i n vo l vemen t wi th the trade and how thi s  w as 

i n  part , re spon s i b l e  for the deci s i on to annex New Zea l and to 

the B ri t i s h  Empi re . 

The evide n ce avai l ab le for thi s s tudy var i e d  m arkedly i n  i ts 

q ua l i ty and q uan titY . In form ati on abo ut the vo l une s o f  timber 

and flax whi ch we re exported ann ual ly from New Z e a l and 

(pa rti c ularly the p roducts whi ch we re imp orted into New S o uth 

Wa le s )  i s  a vai l able in bro ad o ut l ine in the work s o f  o.the r 

wri t e r s , from n ine teenth century g o ve rnme n t  accounts o f  

c o lon i a l  trade , and from newspapers . 

The more de tai led ana lys i s  o f  the vo l une o f  shipping , 

o f  voyag e s  by i ndi vi d ual ve sse l s , o f  the proce s s  o f  trading 

and the li ve s  o f  the parti cipan t s  o f  the trade was arr i ved at 

from m y  re ading o f  a large range o f  c on temporary colon i a l  

newspape r s  and the r i ch and ful l co l le c t i on s  o f  coloni a l  

g o ve rnment re c ords he ld i n  Aus trali an in s ti t ution s . To add 

to thi s colon i a l  pe r spe cti ve I re ad the fi le s o f  the Colon i al 

O f fi ce , Boa rd o f  Trade , Tre as ury , Adm i ra lty and Foreig n O f fi ce .  

Trade r s , gene ra l l y , we re too con ce rned wi th the 

m anagem en t  o f  the i r  b us i ne s s  to le a ve a c on s i stent re c ord of 

thei r  w ork . The le t te rbook le ft by Ran ulph Dacre , whi ch cove r s  

the ye a r s  when he w a s  trying t o  complete h i s  Roy a l  Navy ti mbe r 

c on tract , p ro vi ded an a l l  too b ri e f exception to thi s r ule . A 

few l og book s s urvi ve b ut m ainly for the pe riod be fore 182 0 , 

and s ome sma l l  s nippe ts we re found i n  wha le r s ' log s . 

The task o f  fle shing -out the ske le ton has the re fore 

been a m atter o f  g le an ing s crap s  o f  i n form ation from c o l lectior. 

o f  pri vate corre sponden ce , from s an e  pub l i shed contempor ary 
I 

a c c ounts , from par l i am e ntary pro ceedi ng s and reports from 

s e le ct c ommittee s ,  and from the jo urn als o f  m i ss i on arie s  and 

vi s i to r s  to New Zea l and . 
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D uring the p reparati on o f  thi s the sis. · I have been 

advi se d , a s s i s ted and s upported by very many pe ople in both 

the i r  pro fe s s i on al and per son a l  capaci ties . To them a l l  I 

ex te n d  my m o s t  g r ate f ul thank s .  In part i c ular I want to 

a cknowle dge the fo l lowing : 

the Uni ve r s i ty Gran ts Committee for awa rding me a 

m ixed ten ure scho l arship ; 

the Hi story Departm e n t o f  Mas s e y  Uni ve r s i ty and the 

He ad o f  Departm en t ,  Pro fe s s or VJ . H .  Oli ve r ; 
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Chapter One 

The Timber an d Flax Trade 1 7 6 9 -18 2 7  

From i t s  ten tati ve beginnings in the last de cade o f  

the e ighteenth cen t ury un t i l  i ts s udden s urge i n  1 8 2 7 ,  the 

trade in New Zeal and timber and flax appe ars to have been 

l i ttle more than a seri e s  o f  unre lated epi sode s, spe c ulat i ve 

voyage s ,  se ttlement s cheme s and gove rnment in i tiati ve s . Ye t 

the eve n t s  o f  the se formati ve ye ars o f  the trade were sign i ­

fi c ant in that the y were the · bas i s  on whi ch the boom in 

exporting in the 1 8  30s was founde d. 

I t  was during the years 1 7 6 9 - 1 8 2 7  th at Europe an s 

s low ly in cre ased the ir knowle dge o f  New Zeal and, i t s  inh abi­

tan ts and i ts exportab le natural products . Maori s also needed 

time to become fami liar wi th Europe an s and the ir corCLrner c i al 

req uiremen ts . Indeed i t  was only when Maor i s  were wil ling to 

trade and to nro vide the l abour nece s s ary to prepare cargoe s 

o f  timbe r  an d flax that the trade be came a vi ab le one . The 

trade boomed in the late 1B2 0 s  beca use both merchants and 

New Ze a l anders were s u f fi cien tly expe r i en ce d  to be ab le to 

work toge ther s ucce s s fully and because the local colon ial 

e conomie s, the E uropean market pro spe cts and Maori in ter­

tribal rel ation s  were in a s tate whi ch induced trader s  and 

Maori s to incre ase the ir in vol vemen t  in exporting timber and 

fl ax from New Ze aland . 
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Part I : 1 7 6 9 -18 0 7  

TO OBTAIN the information they needed the co lonial merchants 

u lt ifuate ly had to s end ves s e l s  to New Zea land . Init ia l ly , 

howeve r , the i r  views about New Zea l and and the ir activit i e s  

there were largely inf luenced by the accounts o f  the 

nav igato r s  and the early trave l l e r s . The s e  contained the 

informat ion sh ipowners needed before they woul d  r i sk a 

ve s s e l  in unfami l i a r  water s: the nature o f  harbour s  and 

anchorag e s ; the ava i l ab i l ity of food for c rews and mate r ia l s  

f o r  the repa i r  o f  v e s se l s ; whether the natives were f riend ly 

and a p ro f it l ike l y . So the sh ipowner s  and merchants turned 

to Cook and h i s  company , to Crozet , de Survi l le and l ater 

S avage and N icho l a s , for the i r  p icture o f  New Zeal and and 

h e r  re source s .  

Edition s o f  Cook ' s  works rapidly appeared in 

p r int and in a mu l t itude o f  l anguage s. B r it i sh newspaper s  

a n d  the popular 'l iterary magazine s ' s e r i a l ized and e l aborate< 

on the reports o f  the voyag e s . S ir Joseph Bank s , in 

p a rticu l a r , had a huge c irc l e  o f  correspondents inc luding 

influenti al c ivi l s e rvant s  and members of parliament . He 

wa s o ften c a l l ed upon to speak about the voyage s. Howeve r  tht 

mo st acce s sible sou r c e s  now a re the contemporary pub l i s'i1ed 

accounts taken f rom the ships ' and maste r s ' journa l s . 

Cook c l a imed that there wa s l ittl e  to add to h i s  

chart and journa l notes f o r  the North I s l and o f  New Zealand .
1 

He d e scribed s ever a l  harbou r s  f rom both the po int o f  

s a f ety and the n e e d  to f e e d  h i s  s a i lor s . Whi l e  Poverty 

B ay , To l aga Bay and Mercury Bay were not d iscounted a s  

r e a sonab l e  anchora ge s , the Thames and the Bay o f  I s l ands 

were the s ites that Cook preferred . The Thame s , h e  s a id , 

h a d  ampl e  mater i a l  to supply any ve s se l , was s a f e  to enter 

and he commended i t  a s  a s ite for pos s ib l e  B r iti sh 

settl ement .
2 

H e  described the . Bay o f  I s l and s as having 

' several h arbours equa l ly safe and commodiou s , where there i s  

1 .  J Hawke sworth , An Account of the Voyages Undertaken . . .  
for Mak ing D i s cover i e s  in the Southern Hem i sphere , 3 vo l 
London , 17 7 3 , I I I , 4 6 3- 7 . 

2 .  Hawke sworth , I I , 3 5 6 - 7 , III , 4 4 4 . 
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d h f b f h ' 
' I 3 

room an deot or any nun e r  o s 1pp 1ng . He re too , 

Cook s ug g e s te d , . an Eng l i sh s et t lement might be fo unded as 

s uppl i e s  were plenti ful and the r ivers navig ab le . 4 

In the So uth I s l an d  busky Bayi Admi ral ty B ay and 

Queen Charlotte Soun d  we re s e l e c ted for spe c i al praise . O f  

Dusky B ay Forster wrote : ' Nothing i s  more easy than to sai l 

into i t , the re being no danger except what i s  vi s i b le above 

wate r , and so m any harbo urs and cove s  ex i s ting in e ve ry part 

of i t , that i t  is impos s ib l e  to m i s s  a con ven ient an cho ring­

pl ace , where wood , wate r , fi sh and wi ld fow l are to be fotmd 

in p le n ty• .
5 

Whi le ne i the r s ugge s ted that lt was a s ui table 

si te for a settlemen t , both Cook and Fo rste r  stre s sed that 

s uppl i e s  were abundan t , al tho ugh they found no an ti - scorb ut i c s  

Admi ral ty B ay was de s cribed a s  h a ving good s a fe mooring and 
7 

plenty o f  fre sh wate r . Queen Ch arlo tte So und was obvi o us ly 

an adequate harbour , b ut i t s  chie f advan tage w as the abundan ce 

o f  s uppl i e s , e spe c i a l l y  fi s h  and what·_they took to be vi tal pro v:i 

. f . b . 8 
lon s o an t 1 - s cor ut1cs .  

From the exPlore r s ' poi n t  o f  view , there fore , jo urne y ' � 

end in New Ze a l and me an t s a fe harbour s and ade quate s upp l i e s . 

The n a vi g ators a l so be l i e ve d , e ven in the l i g h t  o f  the ma s s a c r1 

o f  Rowe and du Fre sne , that Maori s would not oppose settlement 

or t r ad i ng provided that they we re h andled fai rly and were 

shown the s upe riority o f  E urope an c i vi li zation and fi repower .
9 

But for the me rch an t  and the spec ula. tor i t  was wha t  he could 

take home tha t  was impor tan t .  

3 .  H awke sworth , I I , 36 9 . 

4 .  H awke sworth , I I I , 4 4 4 . 

5 .  Ge orge For s te r , A Voy age Ro un d  the Wor l d  in Hi s B r i t ann i c  
Maje s ty ' s S looo , Re s o l ution . . .  during the Ye ars 1 7 7 i--

,
--

1 7 7 3 ,  1 7 7 4  and 1 7 7 5 , 2 vo l s , London , 1 7 7 7 , I,l 8 8 .  ( The 
long ' s '  of ori g i n a l  edi tion s has been rep lace d  wi th the 
mode rn ' s' )  . 

6 .  J .  Cook , A Voyage Towards the So uth Pole , and Round the 
World . . .  In the Ye ars 1 772 , 1 7 7 3 ,  1 7 7 4  and 1 7 7 5 , 2 vol s , 
London , 1 7 7 7 , I ,  7 0 , 8 0 , 9 6 - 8 ; For s te r , I ,  135 , 1 8 7 , 1 8 8 . 

7 .  H awke sworth , I I I , 4 31 .  

8 .  For examp le Ha\-Tke swor th , II,  3 8 7 , 39 4 ;  For s te r , I I , 4 7 9 . 

9 .  For a di s c us s ion o f  M-aori and E urope an trading re l ation s 
s ee Chapters 4 an d 5 be low .  
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Cook and Forster reported that s e a l s  and wha l e s were 

to be found i n  abund an ce around the coas ts o f  New Zea l and .
1 0  

B ut what exc i ted the n a val and s e c ur i ty con s c i o us Fren ch and 

Eng l i s h  s a i l o rs we re the vast fore s ts o f  timber and the l arge 

s t ands o f  flax . Thei r  de s c r i pt i on s  were enth us i as ti c .  

Hawke sworth borrowe d h i s  in formation abo ut flax from 

s i r  Jos eph B ank s ' j o urnal . The phorrnium ten ax , B anks b e l i e ved , 

e x ce lled al l common hemps and flaxe s .  Its le a ve s , undre s sed , 

we re used b y  Mao r i s for ve ry s trong fi shing s e i ne s ; parti ally 

dre s sed , the fib r e s  were used for common appa re l , strings , 

line and c ordage o f  gre ate r s trength than common hemp ; and 

ful ly dre s s e d  the s i lk y  whi te le a f  was made i n to the fin e s t  

Maori costume s . The f l ax appe ared t o  g row in a l l  condi t i ons 

and in e ve ry part o f  New Z e a l and . H i s  immedi ate s ug g e s t i on 
1 1  

was to attemot to int roduce i t  into Eng l and . For hi s part , 

For s te r  b e l i e ved that the exp loi tati on o f  New Z e a l and f l ax 

c o uld open up a trade wi th Indi a whe re the re was a need for 
1 2  

co rdage and c an vas . La B i l l ardi ere , the n at ural i s t  aboard 

the Re cher ch e  in whi ch D ' En tre caste a ux conducted a Paci fi c ­

wide se arch for the m i s s ing navig ator L a  Pero us e , cond ucted 

the fi r s t  s c i en t i fi c experimen ts on New Z e a l and flax . From 

Maor i s  at the No r th Cane he p urch ased flax and f l ax p lants 

whi ch he man aged to ship to France and to c ul ti va te . The 

p roduce o f  the se p l an ts e n ab led La B i l l ardier e  to compare the 

flex ibi l i ty and s t rength o f  New Z e a l and flax ag ain s t  othe r 

rooe fib re s . Phorrnium r anked se cond onl y  to s i lk i n  both 

te sts .
1 3  

1 0 .  Hawke swo rth , I I I , 4 3 8 ;  Cook , I ,  6 8 , 7 8 , 1 2 4 ; Forste r ,  
I ,  1 5 1 . 

1 1 . Hawk e swor th , I I I , 4 4 3- 4 . See a s imi lar p a s s age in 
Si r Jo s eph Bank s ,  The Ende a vo ur Journ a l  o f  Joseph B anks 
1 7 6 8 - 1 7 7 1 , e d . J . C .  Be ag lehole , 2 vo l s , Sydney ,  1 9 6 2 , 
I I , 1 0 - 1 1 . Ande rson i s  q uoted m ak ing m uch the s ame point 
in Cook , I , 1 4  9 . 

1 2 . Fors te r , I ,  5 2 2 . 

1 3 .  J . J . H .  de L a  Bi l l ardiere , ' Extrai t d ' un M8noi re , lual a c las 
de s s c i en c e s  de l ' In sti tut n ation a l , s ur  l a  force d u  l i n  
de l a  N o uve l le - Zel ande , c omparee a ce l le de s fi lamen s  de 
l ' a l oes -pitte , du chanvre , du l i n  e t  de la soie ' , Ann ale s 
d� M useum fM useeJ d'H i s toi re Nature l le , l 7 9 6 , pp . 4 7 4 - 8 4 . 
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Tree s , Cook claimed , were the principal vegetab le 

products i n  New Ze a l and . He s aw h uge fore sts in nor the rn 

New Ze a land , Queen Char lotte Sound and Dusky Bay . Much o f  

the wood was s trai gh t  and c le an and s ui tab le , h e  thought ,  

for any p urpose except making mas ts , fo r whi ch they we re 
1 4  too hard and heavy . Ande rson , the ship•s c arpente r , 

15 agree d .  Altho ugh his jo urnal s  contained de s crip tions o f  

many tre e s  inc luding the kahik ate a ,  the mire and the rim u ,  

Cook ne ver appreciated , as Croze t did during h i s  s tay in 

the Bay o f  I s lands, that the k a ur i  was s uperior to the othe r 

tree s . The fi rs t k a uri fe l led by Europe ans was c ut down by 

the du Fre s ne expedi tion of whi ch Croze t was a member . Two 

tre e s  h ad been fe l le d , trimmed i n  to spars and were being 

hauled towards Manawaora Bay in the Bay of I s l ands when , 

a fte r the news o f  the murde r o f  Marion du Fre sne re ached the 

timber party , they we re abandone d . 1 6· Croze t note d the 

re s i nous,  large , c le an and s traight propertie s o f  the k auri 

and the se , added to its e lasti ci ty , made it , he belie ved , 

very s ui tab le for ships• masts . 1 7  As to its dens i ty , Crozet 

c l aimed tha t  when fre sh ly c ut the kauri di d not we igh more 

than 1:!.:2 pounds pe r cubi c foot heavi e r  than Rig a pine . 1 8  

There fore , according to the navigators , among st its 

other val uab le products , New Ze a l and had two nat ur a l  vege tab le 

re s o urce s - timber and flax whi ch , gi ven the i r  ab undance 

and acce s s ib i l i ty , could reward handsome ly any spec ulati ve 

me rcanti le vent ure . 

1 4 . H awke sworth , I I , 4 0 5 , I I I , 4 4 1 ; Cook , I ,  9 5 . 

1 5 . J .  Cook and J .  King , A Voyage to the Paci fi c  Oce an . . .  
In the Ye ars 177 6 , 1 7 7 7 , 1 7 7 8 , 1 7 7 9  and 1 7 8 0  . . .  Volsl 
and 2 wri tten by Captain J .  Cook and Vo l 3 by Captain -
J .  Ki ng , 3 vo l s , London , 1 7 8 4 , I ,  1 4 7 .  

1 6 . M .  Le St Je an Ro ux , Journal o f  the Mas c arin , H . R . N . Z . , 
I I , 3 8 4 - 7 , 4 2 2 - 3 .  

1 7 . J . M .  Croze t , Crozet • s  Voyage to Tasmani a ,  New Z e a l and , 
the Ladrone I s l ands , and the Phi lippine s in the Years 
1 7 7 1 -1 7 7 2 , trans . H .  Ling Roth , London , 1 8 9 1 , p . 7 3 .  

1 8 . Croze t , pp. 4 2 - 3 .  
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I t  i s  occasion a l ly pos s i b le to show tha t  the accoun t s  

o f  n avig ators and e arly vi s i tors we re the so urce o f  the 

in form ation whi ch d i re cted me r chants  an d m asters  to New Zea l and 

For in s tan ce De l l , m a s te r  o f  the Fan cy in 1 7 9 4 , cl aimed that 

it wo uld b e  pre s umptuous o f  him to de s c ribe the Fi rth o f  Thames 

in hi s pri vate log for i t  h ad been ' a lready so corre ctly 

de s cribed by that late Exce l lent Navigator Captain Cook ' . 

In deed , even when aspe cts o f  Cook ' s  de s cription appeare d  to be 

m i s le ading De l l  b l amed h i s  own i n terpre tation o f  wha t  Cook had 

written rathe r th an impugn the n a vig ator ' s  reputation . 1 9  

S imi l a r ly Wi l l i am Wi l son o n  the Royal Admi ral i n  1 8 0 1 w a s  ab le 

to ch art h i s  track in to the Thame s toge the r  with that o f  

Captain Cook . 2 0  The ex ten t to whi ch colon i a l  me rchants  we re 

in fl uen ced by the n a vig ators' wri tings when they too ana lysed 

the pro s pe cts for the New Zealand trade canno t be de termined . 

It  i s  s i gni fi c an t , howe ve r , that i t  was to the place s  re com­

men de d by Cook - Dusky Bay , Th ames and the Bay o f  Islands -

that they firs t  di re cte d the i r  ve s s e l s, Indeed e di tion s of 

Cook's work s h ad arri ved in the colonies by the e a r ly nine­

teenth cent ury . For ex amp le a copy o f  one was among the 

e f fe ct s  s o ld from Captain Dal rymp le ' s  e s tate in De cember 1 8 0 8? 1 

The navig ators '  in fl uen ce was a l so indi cated by the fact that 

me rch an t s  s e n t  ve s s e l s  to New Z e a land con fi den t ly expe cting 

th at the re the y  would find re s e r ve s  o f  timbe r ,  flax , seals  

and wh a le s . 

The se accoun t s  we re n ot , however , the only source 

from whi ch colon i al merchants obtained se condh and in form ation 

an d encouragemen t about the New Ze a l and timber and flax trade . 

Con temporary voyage s  by non - c oloni al  shipping , at fi rs t 

explorato ry and late r routine vi s i t s  by men lik e Pe te r Di llon 

a s s ure d them tha t  othe r me rchan t s  and othe r mark e ts were 

in tere s te d  in the New Zea land produce . The comme rcial  activi tiE  

o f  the mi s s ion ary s o cietie s ,  e spe ci a l ly the CMS unde r the 

1 9 . King t9 Nepe an , 4 March 1 7 9 5 , enc los ure , C O  2 0 1 /1 8 , 
f .. 1 3 a - 1 3b . 

2 0 . P.B . Ma l ing , Early Charts of New z� alah d , 1 5 4 2 - 1 8 5 1 , 
We l li n g ton , 1 9 6 9 ,  p.7 3. 

2 1 .  S . G . , 1 1  De cembe r 1 8 0 8. 
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dire ction o f  the Re v .  Samue l Mar s den (himse l f  a s uc ce s s ful 

t r ade r )  , demon s trated the advan t age s o f  having Europ e an s  

s upe r vi se the trade from New Ze a land and the apparent e a s e  

wi th whi ch Maori s could b e  induce d to a s si s t  in the trade . 

Fin a l ly gove rnment voyage s pro vi ded charts , n arrati ve s  and 

pro d uc e  whi ch moti vate d renewe d merchan t  and o ffi c i a l  

i n te re s t  in timbe r and flax . 

HOWEVER THE timing and le ve l  o f  colon i a l  me rchan t  i n vo l ve ­

ment i n  the t imbe r and fl ax trade was in fluence d  b y  more 

than the in fo rmati on ( or lack the reo f) they had at h an d . The 

g rowth o f  the trade m us t  a lso be set  wi thin the contex t o f  

the exp ans ion o f  colon i a l  comme r ce and Paci fi c t r ade in 

gene r a l  from the 1 7 9 0s to the 1 8 2 0 s . 

The ri se o f  p rivate mercanti le activi ty i n  New 

So uth Wale s in the late e i ghteenth cent ury was occasion e d  

by the ine f fi ciency o f  the s upply system de s igne d by ·the 

B ri t i s h  go ve rnment for the pen a l  co lony and the i n c l i nat.ion 

o f  the inhabitants to spe c ulate an d impro ve the i r  lot thro ugh 

trading . In i t i a l ly it was be lie ve d  that person s  being t r ans­

porte d at H i s  Maje s ty ' s  p le as ure o ught. also  to be s us t ained 

by the gove rnment . Howe ve r the me thod o f  s upp lying the 

c o l on i e s  thro ugh the Vi ctua l ling Board fai led when s upp l y  

ship s  we re wre cked o n  the way t o  New South W a le s and Van 

Diemen ' s  Land , when the deman ds o f  the popul ati on fo r i terns 

s uch a s  spi r i t s  we re not being me t by go ve rnmen t  imports, and 

whe n  n on - o f fici a l  and forei gn ve s se ls arri ved a t  the colony 

wi th c on s ume r  goods to se l l . Fi r s t  the o ffi ce rs o f  the New 

S o uth vJa le s  Corps and then , i n cre asing ly , the ernan cipi s ts 

and fre e  se ttlers o f  the co lony so ught the p ro fi ts to be  
2 2  m ade from s e l ling imported con s ume r  goods . As 

2 2 . Two Aus t:r:a li ari wri te rs have trace d the ri s e  o f  the 
colon i a l  trade rs in the e arly n ine teenth cen t ury -
see M .  S te ven , Me rch an t  Carnpbe l l , 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 6  A S tudy 
o f  Co lon i a l  Trade , Sydney , 1 9 6 5 ; D . R .  Hain sworth , 
The S ydney Traders ,  Sime on Lord and h i s  Contemporari e s  
1 7 8 8 - 1 8 2 1 ,  Sydney , 1 9 7 2 ; a lso M� S te ven , ' Expor t s  
other-than Woo l ' and D . R. Hain sworth , ' Tr ade wi th i n  
the Colony ' in Econ om i c  Growth o f  Aus trali a ,  1 7 8 8 -
_!8 2 1 , eds  G .  Abbot£ an d N. Na1rn , Me lbourne , 1 9 6 9 . 
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shipping to the co lony began to i n cre ase large r q uan ti ti e s  

o f  imported goods b e c.ame re adi ly a vai lab le for retai l ing . 

The me rchan ts ' p rob lem lay in trying to p ay for them . The 

colony did not h a ve s uf fi cient spe cie to a l low them to 

p ay for the goods wi th cash . Nei the r , i n i ti al ly , was the re 

a product whi ch coul d  be exported to o f fs e t  the cos t o f  the 

import s . 

Currency had not been tho ugh t  ne ce s s ary fo r penal 

colon ie s . Howe ver when both the colon i a l  ·go vernment and the 

colon i a l  trade rs h ad to p urchase impo rts,and when emancipated 

con vi c ts began to work fo r wage s , the demand for coins  

incre as e d . The c o l on i al government was  n ot too s e vere ly 

h an di c appe d in that i t  could pay fo r imports o f  s upp lie s 

wi th b i l l s  drawn on the British Tre a s ury . S imi lar ly the 

o ffi cers o f  the New South Wale s Corp s and the colon i al 

trade r s  who had b anke rs or agents in Indi a o r  B ri t ain coul d 

o ffe r b i l l s  a g ai n s t the credi t in their accounts . Howe ve r 

nei the r the Tre as ury nor the pri vate bi l ls co uld be use d  as 

in tern a l  c urren cy and so the imports we re re tai le d within 

the colony thro ugh a sys tem o f  promi ssory n ote s and b arte r . 

As New S outh Wa le s agri culture de ve lope d , farme rs we re 

enc our age d to s e l l  their meat and grain to the Com.i"Td s s ari at 

S t ore in re turn for which they re cei ved a s tore re ceip t .  

Thi s re ceipt indi c ate d  the ste rl ing worth o f  the goods so ld 

and was ab le to be drawn , for that s um ,  on the Tre as ury in 

Lon don . More cornrnon ly , howe ve r , the farme r s  accumul a te d  the se 

re ceipts as  a c re di t  re se rve agai n s t  whi ch they i s s ued the i r  

own p romi s so ry note s . In 1 8 0 9  Gove rnor Macquari e  reported 

that p romi s so ry n ote s we re the on ly circul a ting medi um in 

the c o l ony and tha t  many had been i s s ue d  whi ch c ould n ot be 

redeeme d .  The a l te rn ati ve me thod o f  trading , he di sco ve re d , 

was b arte r and t h i s  was the way mos t  emp loye rs p ai d  wage s . 

The c urrency prob lem continued to p l ag ue the New 

S o uth Wale s  e con omy thro ugh to the mid-1 8 2 0s when , a fte r 

s e ve r a l  other expedients had been tried , the gove rnmen t  
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endorsed the Span i s h  do l lar as the b a s i c  coi n . 2 3  Th us 

throughout the period cove red by thi s  chapte r colon i a l  

t rade rs could not p ay enti re l y  fo r the i r  imports with 

c urren cy . They we re the re fore ob liged to look for a s t aple 

expo rtab le product whi ch wo uld p rovi de them wi th the c re di t 

to p ay for the i r  imports . 

In the ir ' se a rch for a s t aple ' the trade rs looked 

to the woo l , timber , coal an d animal products whi ch co ul d  

b e  exporte d from the Aus trali an continent. Simul t ane o us ly 

they looked e a s t  to ' l-ms trali a ' s Paci fi c Fron tie r • 2 4  for 

p roducts whi ch co uld be re -exported to fo reign mark e t s . 

The i r  i n te re s t  in New Ze a land timbe r and fl ax , the re fo re , 

was not an iso lated commerc i a l  ope ration . It was o n l y  one 

p a rt o f  a Paci fi c-wi de se arch fo r potent i al expor ts . Also , 

e spe ci a l ly in the ye ars be�ore 18 1 0 , timbe r and flax 

c a rgoe s o ften appear to have been taken as a s i de - line to 

the main purpo se o f  a voyage o r  a s  prod uct s j us ·t to fi 11 

a hold on the off-ch an ce tha t  the y might pro vi de a re turn 

l a rge enough to cove r the costs o f  the i r  co l lecJcion . 

The ' gentlemen trade r s ' o f  thi s  period hope d to 

di s c ove r a p roduct whi ch was renewable and whi ch wo ul d  fi nd 

an a s s ured market o ve rse as . Timbe r an d fl ax , howeve r ,  could 

n ot provi de the re t urns that we re avai l ab le in the lux ury 

Paci fi c t rade s s uch as s andalwood , b@ che -de-me r, pe arl she l l  

an d tor toi s e s he l l , b ut un like the se p roduct s New Ze a land 

timbe r and flax we re not so o ve r-exp l oi ted th at s uppl i e s  

we re deple ted to the point whe re trading was h al te d . There ­

fore the fi t ful nature o f  the trade be fore 1 8 2 7  c an be 

expl aine d , in part , within the contex t o f  the wide varie ty 

o f  Paci fi e product s whi ch were avai l ab le to the trade r s  who 

wan ted to be exporte rs . On ly when the New Ze a l and p ro ducts 

2 3 .  See S . J .  B ut li n , The Fo un dations o f  the Aus tral i an 
Monet.a ry Sys tem , 1 7 8 8-1 8 5 1 , Me lbourne , 1 9 5  3 ;  
B .  Fi t zpatri ck , Bri ti s h  Imperi a l i sm and Aus t ra li a , 
17 8 3- 1 8 3 3 , Sydney , 1 9 39 , pp . 1 4 0 - 6 , chapte r 7 .  

2 4 . Thi s  term was fi rs t coined in J . M . R .  Yo ung , 
' Aus tralia ' s  Paci fi c Frontier ' ,  Hi storical  S t udie s ,  
Aus t r a li a  and New Zea land , XII , 1 9 6 6, 3 7 3 -88 . 
See a l so Aus t ralia ' s  Paci= fi c  Frontier· : Econom i c  
and Cultural Expansion into the Pacifi c ,  17 9 5 -1 8 8 5 , 
e d . J . M . R .  Youn g , Me lbourne , 1 9 6 7 .  -



appe are d to p rom i s e  be t te r re turns than these o the r 

c ommodi t i e s  di d the me rchants choose to export them . 

The choi ce o f  exports was not sole ly de te rmined 

1 0  

by thei r  a vai l abi l i ty and e ase o f  ac ce s s . In the e i gh teenth 

and e arly n i ne teenth centurie s  me rchants fo und the i r  

mark e t s  re s tri cted b y  the te rm s  o f  the East Indi a Company 

monopo l y . In 1 6 0 0  Queen Eli z abe th I granted a charte r to a 

gro up o f  merchan t s  who later formed the Bri tish Eas t  Indi a 

Company . The charter gave them a monopoly over all imports 

into Grea t  B ri·tain from the ocean s  and l ands be t\veen the 

Cape o f  Good Hope and Cape Horn (wi th no longi t udinal 

limi t s ) an d all  exports by Briti sh ve ssels  into Company 

ports , mos t  n otably Canton and Ca lcutta . The s tri c t  en force ­

ment o f  the Company ' s  monopo ly was one o f  the i n s t r uctions 

g i ven to the e arly co lon i a l  governors . Ac cordingly Nevl 

Zealand p ro duce whi ch was taken from wi thin the juri s di c tion 

o f  the New South Wa le s governors ( an area whi ch in c l ude d al l 

o f  New Ze a l an d  north o f  Bank s Penin s ula)  could ente r  

colon i a l  ports legally as  part o f  the New South Wa le s 

' coas ting trade ' . Howe ve r , as with all  other product s , New 

Zealand goods could not be exported from the col on i e s  s ave 

in  ve s s e l s  whi ch we re licenseq by the Eas t Indi a Company to 

p arti c i pate in the ' country trade ' , ( that i s , to s ai l  wi thin 

the monopo ly are a and into Company port� , or i n  Company 

ve s se l s  whi ch alone could take the produce to B ri tain for 

s a le . 

In 1 8 1 3  a B riti s h  Act re organi sed the ri gh t s  and 

fun ct ions  o f  the Company an d freed a l l  trade , s ave for the 

Chi n a  te a trade , in the hi therto ex c l us i ve area s  o f  the 

E as t  Indi a Company monopo ly . At the same time , howe ve r ,  the 

colon i al and home gove rnments imposed import tari f fs . In 

the c o l on i e s  the aim was to rai se revenue ; in B ri t ain , 

me rchant l obbi e s  had pers uaded the gove rnment to p ro te c t  

the i r  i n te re s ts agains t  the coloni a l  trade rs . The s e  dutie s  

were g r anua l ly remove d  o r  l e s sened during the e arly years 

o f  the 1 8 2 0 s as  a part o f  governmen t  moves to e ncour age 

colon i a l  t rading. 
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In addition to s t atutory fi s c a l  re stri ction s , 

trade r s  we re handi cappe d  by at fi rs t not being allowed to 

bui l d  their own boats , and then being re s tri c ted to s ai l ing 

them within the boundari e s  o f  the gove rnors ' j uri sdi ction 

( 1 0° 3 7 ' and 4 3°3 9 ' South and 1 35 ° Eas t o f  Greenwi ch ) . More ­

ove r ,  in 1 8 1 3 , a ltho ugh the East Indi a Comp any monopo ly 

was removed , the free mo vement o f  shipping be tween the 

colon i e s  and Gre at Britain was re s t�i cted to ve s se l s  above 

35 0 ton s. Thi s  ex cluded all  the ve s se l s  bui lt o r  owned by 

Sydney trade rs be fore the re s tri ction was li fte d in 1 8 1 9 . 

Th us the trade r who used hi s own ve s s e l  to t ake produce to 

mark e ts o utside New South Wales and Van Diemen ' s  Land had 

to s urrender the ve s se l  wi th i t s  c argo on arr i va l . Alte r­

nati ve ly he could charter or purch ase a part share in a 

li cen se d  ve s s e  1. 

The re we re me thods o f  c i r cumventing many o f  the s e  

re s tr i c tions  and the s tory o f  the lengths  to whi ch the 

Sydney trade rs we re o ften dri ven to get the i r  goods to 

marke t make s exci t i ng telling . Howe ve r se cret mi d-Paci fi c  

ren de z vo us , smugg l ing , pi racy and s ai lings from harbours 

un de r the cove r  of  darkne s s  were not the s t u f f  of  whi ch the 

ti mbe r and fl ax trade was made . S uch high adventure was 

con fined to the tr ade in product s ,  s uch as s an d a lwood , whi ch 

had the potenti a l  to re turn signi fi cant gro s s  pro fi t .  

In cont rast timber and fl ax were bulky goods whi ch 

di d not find an e a s y  or re ady marke t .  The cos t  o f  ge tting 

timbe r and fl ax to markets o utsi de Aus trali a was so  hi gh 

tha t  they c o ul d  on ly pro fi t ably be s o l d  on a speci a li s t  and 

s e le cti ve mark e t .  Both product s  we re there fo re announced 

as being be s t  s ui ted for nava l p urpo s e s . Thi s  meant that 

the l i ve s  of s ai l ors wo uld depend on the per form ance o f  New 

Ze a lan d  spars and ship timbe rs and on the rope s or canvas 

m ade from pho rmi urn tenax. Ne i the r the _Royal Navy n or the 

merchan t  mari ne were prepared to re c ommend the use o f  the s e  

pro duct s unti l they h ad been thoro ughly te s te d .  Thus while 

the we l l -known shortage of  nava l  timbers an d hemp in Bri t ain, 

and e speci a l ly on the Royal Navy ' s East India s ta tion, 
' 

cre a te d  a potenti a l ly i nsatiab le mark e t  for New Ze a l and 

timbe r and fl ax , the le ad-time be fore the mark e t s  we re 



opened i n  the late 182 0 s  was taken up wi th the me ti c ul ous 

te s ting o f  the New Zealan d  products . 

The atti tude o f  New Ze a l and Maori s was probab ly 

1 2  

Lhe key to the s uc cess o f  any voy age. Reg ardle s s  o f  the 

b re ad th o f  hi s know le dge , h i s  fam i l i ari ty wi th New Zea l and 

and the trade , o r  the b uoyancy o f  the m ark e t  for the se 

p ro d ucts , the me rchant was faced with the p rospe ct o f  

fai l ure un le s s  Maori s p repare d  the flax he requi re d or 

h a ule d the timber to hi s ve s se l .  Se veral e ar ly trading 

voyages were abo rted because Mao ri s  were unwi l ling to trade 

when ve s s e l s  arri ved in New Ze al and or be c a use the Europe ans ' 

fe ar o f  Maori s c ause d  them to a void goi ng to that country . 

I t  was no·t unti l 1 8 2  7 that the trade rs ' image o f  Maori s 

ch ang e d  and the y began to approach the New Zea land coas t s  

with con fi dence . 

For Maori s too the e arly ye ars o f  the trade ( and 

thi s was n ot the i r  major point of contact with E urope an s )  

was  a time o f  le arn ing . They needed to le arn how to prepare 

timbe r o f  the q uali ty and dimensions req ui re d by Europe an s , 

to de ci de on the c ondition s  unde r whi ch they would provi de 

the h uge amo unts o f  fl ax nee ded by the t rade rs , and to 

di scove r  an equi tab le me thod o f  trading wi th Europe an s . 

The i r  de ci s ion to trade a l s o  h ad to be made ag ainst the 

b a ckg round o f  the p o li t i c a l  and social changes whi ch we re 

t ak ing p lace in Maori li fe duri ng the fi r s t  three de c ade s 

o f  the nine teenth century . 

The se , then , we re the colon i a l  and New Ze a land 

con te x t s  within whi ch the timber and fl ax trade was wrought.  

They s h ape d the nature and timing o f  many voyage s .  Howe ver 

it was wh at actua l ly happened while a ve s s e l  lay at New 

Ze a l an d  that de termined the s uc ce s s  or fai l ure o f  an 

i ndi vi dual venture . Moreove r i t  w as the o ut come o f  hi s 

voy age s that appe ars to have ultimate ly con di tione d a 

me rchan t's atti t ude to New Zea land and the t rade . 
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THE F I RS T  comme rci al voyage to New Zea land speci fi c a l ly 

to col le c t  timbe r o r  flax was sent i n  1 7 9 5 . The snow Fancy , 

De l l ,  h ad arri ved i n  New S o uth Wales on 9 Jul y  1 7 9 4  wi·th a 

cargo o f  ri ce, dho l l  and whe a t  for the inhabi t an t s  o f  the 

be le ag ue red colony . Rathe r than having i t  re t urn to 

Cal cutt a  empty, the ves se l ' s  owne r ,  Wi l li am B amp ton , had 

orde re d De l l  to load wi th New Zealand spars o f  s uf fi cient 

dimen s i on s  for use by the navy .  He p robab ly judged that 

s upplying the much needed timbe rs to the Eas t Indi a Roya l  

Navy Station would a lso in cre ase the pro fi tabi l i  t y  o f  the 
2 5  voy age . 

The Fan cy le ft Por t Jack son on 2 9  Septembe r 1 7 9 4  

and sai led to Nor fo lk Is l and . From· there , De l l  had announ ce d  

whi le h e  was in New South Wale s , he intende d to s ai l  t o  a 

se cre t de s tinati on for an equa l ly se cret p urpose . The con ­

temporary commentator , Davi d Co lli ns , with the bene fi t o f  

hinds ight, reported that: 

It was generally s urmised . . .  tha t  he was 
bound to some i s l and whe re at timbe r fi t for 
naval p urposes was to be procure d ; and at 
which wh ate ve r  ship Mr . Bampton should b r i ng 
with him might touch an d lo ad wi th a ca rgo 
for Indi a .  The snow was a�Tie d, w a s  abo ut one 
hundre d an d se venty ton s burden, h ad a l arge 
and expe n s i ve comp lemen t of o f fi c e r s  and men, 
an d a g uard of sepoys, and a commi s s ion from 
the Bombay Marine * .  New Ze a l and was by us 
s upposed to be the pl ace; as fo r ce, or at le a s t  
the appe arance o f  i t , w a s  the re ab s o l utely 
req ui s i te .  ( * foo tnote Mr De l l  had likewi se on 
board a m uch g re ate r numbe r of c ro s s -cut s aw s  
than we re nece s s ary to procure wood for the 
mere use o f  the ve s se l . )  2 6  

De l l ' s  secre cy was unders t an dab le as he he l d  a monopo ly i n  

being the agent o f  the Bombay Marine . Ve s se l s  o ften de s i g ­

n ate d ' New Ze a l an d ' a s  the i r  de s tin ation o r  dep arture poin t  

wi tho ut spe ci fying which part o f  the coun try they h ad vi s i te d  

o r  were de s tine d for . In thi s way p re ci o us s e a l  rook e rie s ,  

2 5 .  A .  Frost , ' The Choi ce o f  Botany Bay ' , A . E . H . R . , 
XV , no . l ,  1 9 75 ,  12 - 1 6. 

2 6 . D .  Co llin s , An Account o f  the Eng li s h  Co lon y  i n  New 
South Wa le s , 2 vol s , Lon don , 1 7 9 8 , ( Library o f  So uth 
Aus trali a fac s i mile , Ade laide , 1 9 7 1 ) , I I , 3 9 1 - 2 .  



fl ax s upp l i e s  o r  timber stands we re pre served for that 

ve s se l ' s  e x c l us i ve use on a late r voyage . Occas ion al ly 
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(more e speci a l l y  during the flax boom o f  the ear ly 1 8 30 s )  

the de s i gn ation ' spe culat i ve voy age ' may have a l so de s cribed 

a ve s se l  le aving for New Ze alan d . 

The Fan cy arrived at Doub t le s s  B ay on 1 3  No vember 

1 7 9 4 . Thi s was  the home o f  Tuk i t ah ua , one o f  the Maori s 

who h ad been t ak en to No r folk I s l and in 1 7 9 3 unde r 

in s tructi on s  from Go vernor King . Indee d i t  i s  pos s ible 

that De ll vi s i ted the harbour at King ' s  s ugge s t;j_on . I�l though 

Tuk i  c l aime d that sui table timbe r was a vai lab le in the B ay 

De l l  di d not fin d any .  Th us the next day he s ai le d for 

Tham e s  whe re he knew that Cook had seen fine stands o f  tree s .  

De ll an chored in the Fi rth and sent the snow ' s  

boats up the Waihou Ri ver to find sui tab le trees whi ch were 

close to the wate r ' s  edge . A s i te was found abo ut twen ty 

mi le s  up the r i ve r . The maste r  took the Fancy up the 

ri ve r  and an chored near the t rees  and o f f  a Maori vi ll age 

whi ch he called ' Gr a ve send ' .  Hi s ob je ct in ri sking h i s  

ve s s e l  on a voyage up the rive r  w a s  t o  b e  near to h i s  

s awye rs to a fford them the p rote c tion o f  the snow ' s  g m1 s .  

De l l  was keen to pre se rve harmoni o us relations with 

the local Maori s be c ause they supplied h i s  ve s s e l  wi th fre sh 

fi s h  and apparent ly a s s i s ted in dragging out spars . Al s o , 

b e c a use he was s urrounde d  by upwards o f  1 5 0 0  Maori s thro ugh­

o ut his s tay , De ll re ckoned that hi s li fe depended on h i s  

care ful han dling o f  the s i tuation . There fore he a llowed 

pe t ty the ft s to go unpun i shed an d ende a voured to de fuse 

ten s ions tha t  arose between Mao ri s  and s ai lors . On one 

o c c a s ion the Fan cy w a s  s urro un ded by 1 1 7  c anoe s and the 

Mao r i s  appe are d  to be re adying for an at tack . Del l ' s  jo urn al 

re corded that he di s pe rsed them by fi ring o ve r  the i r  heads . 

Howe ve r D avid Col l in s was probably re fe rring to the s ame 

inc i dent when , based on the acco un t  o f  a seaman . ,from the 

F an cy , he c laimed that two Maori men and a woman we re k i lled 

in an  attempt to dri v2 o f f  upwards o f  30 0 0  Mao r i s . Whate ve r  

a c t i on De l l  a ctually took i t  p re vented any a s s aul t on h i s  

ve s s e l  for ,  h e  l ater asserted , the Mao ri s  ' had not the 

Co urage Su f ficient to p ut the re de s i gn in exe cution , as they 
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are too we l l  acquainted with the e ffe ct o f  Our Fi re Arm s , 

to make the Attempt ' .  

Throughout the months the Fan cy lay at Grave send 

the s awye rs c ut and s towed timbe r . Thi s  was p robably 

kahik ate a : 2 7  The men who remained on board the snow we re 

occup i e d  in dre ssing and spinning New Ze aland fl ax to 

make rope s . De l l ' s  own summ ary o f  the expedi tion was thi s : 

From the 1 2 �h De cembe r to the 2 l � t Feb¥ 
fJan uary J I lay at Grave send in the Ri ve r  
Thame s in New Ze aland - The number o f  Spar s 
that we re Cut was 2 1 3 All fit for Lowe r Mas t s  
for any Ship in the Navy . I think them equal 
to the No rway Pi ne , & equally as light - o f 
thi s I am convin ced having sawe d up a Quan tity 
into Plank fi t fo r De cking Large Ships  being 
2� In che s Thi ck and Fi fty feet long - Thi s  
Timbe r grows in the g reate s t  Abm1 dan ce & in 
some pl ace s close to the Bank s of the Ri ve r  -
Ne ar whe re I lay the re we re many Hun d red Acre s 
o f  the finest Fl ax P l ant from whi ch I rigged 
my Ve s s e l  with Running Rigging - On the Who le 
the Nati ve s  we re on ve ry good Te rms wi th us an d 
reg rette d our Departure ve ry much . Lime Can be 
got in any Quan t i ty as the re are g reat Quan ti tys 
o f  Fl int and Chalk - The Co un try i s  thi ck ly 
woode d with the Pine & vario us othe r use f ul 
Timbe rs - among s t  whi ch i s  a Specie s o f  the 
Oak 2 8  Edgar Thomas De l l . 

Co l l i n s  adde d that the t ree s c ut we re 6 0  to 1 4 0  fee t  long , 

the l arge s t  be ing 3� feet in  the but t . Also the s a fety o f  

the voyage proved , to Col l i n s  at leas t , that New Ze aland 

could advantageous ly be opene d up fo r New So uth Wal e s  b ased 

2 7 . Kahikatea was found near the bank s o f  the Waih o u  
Ri ve r  and k a uri  was fo un d  on ly o n  the in l an d  h i l ls -
T . E . Simpson , Kauri to Radiata , We lling ton , 1 9 7 3 ,  
pp . ! 1 0  , 1 4 .  

2 8 .  King to Nepe an , 4 March 1 7 9 5 , enclos ure , CO 2 0 1/ 1 8 , 
f .  2 3a- 2 3b � 
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exp loi tation in p arti c ular for the re serve s  o f  flax . 2 9  

There we re two ve s s e l s  c a lled Hunter i n volve d  i n  

the New Ze aland timber trade be tween 1 7 9 8  and 1 8 0 1 . 3 0  The 

maste r  o f  the 3 0 0  ton s Java-b ui l t  snow Hunter was d i re cted 

to New Z e a l an d  i n  Septembe r 1 7 9 8  to ' de r i ve some p ro fi t 

from hi s re turn ' to Cal c utta a fte r having brought s upp l i e s  

to New So uth Wale s .  The mas ter , Fe rn , apparen tly fi l le d  his 

ve s se l  w i th ' ve ry fine spars ' from the Thames a re a . Thi s  

task he co uld n o t  have pe r forme d wi tho ut Maori a s s i s t.ance 
. d . h h . . d 31 1n ragg1ng t e s pars to t e r 1 ve r  s 1  e .  

The s e cond Hunte r ,  an ex-pri ze ship , was di spatche d 

fo r Thame s in Octobe r 1 7 9 9 . I t s  owne r ,  Simeon Lord , h ad 

been tran sported to New So uth Wal e s  in 1 7 9 1  an d had just 

completed his s e n tence when he purchased a Span i sh ship 

whi ch he ren ame d Hunter . Thi s  voy age was the fi r s t  o f  many 

trading ven t ure s d i re cted to New Ze aland and througho ut the 

Paci fi c by Lo rd who be came a le ading New South Wa les  t rade r , 

magi s t rate and l andowner . 

Wi l l i am Hin g s ton , maste r  o f  the Hunter , was i n s t ructed 

to comp lete hi s c argo o f  se al skin s an d whale oi l ,  whi ch had 

been l o ade d in New So uth Wale s , with timber from Thame s .  He 

was then to s e l l  thi s cargo in Bengal  and , contrary to the 

te rm s  o f  the B r i t i s h  Eas t Indi a Company charter , he w a s  to 

2 9 .  Co l li n s , I ,  4 1 0 - 1 1  . There i s  no e viden ce to  s upport 
McNab ' s  c l aim that they le ft some timbe r i n  the care 
of the Mao r i s  - R.  McNab � From Tasman to Marsden , 
Dunedin , 1 9 1 4 , p . 8 0 .  C le ar ly too , a fte r De l l ' s  accoun t ,  
Ni cho las ' t a le that 30 0 0  spars were c ut i s  an 

ex agg e ra t i on - J . L .  Ni cho l as , Narrati ve o f  a Voy age to 
New Z e a l an d , 2 vol s ,  London , 1 8 1 7 , ( Wi l son and H orton 
facs imile , n . d . ) , I ,  4 1 8 . 

3 0 . Thi s  has led to some con fus ion in acco un t s  o f  the 
period . See fo r ins tance McNab , Tasman , pp. 8 9 -9 0 .  

3 1 . Co l l in s , I I , 1 1 6 , 1 2 7 , 3 1 8 ; Ste ven , Campbe l l , pp . 2 3 , 2 4 , 
32 - 4 , and ,  on the po s s ible re t urn vi s i t  to New Z e a l and 
i n  March 1 8 0 1 , pp . 4 2 , 5 6 , 1 01 . 
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return with a c argo o f  spi ri t s  and othe r goods whi c h  wo ul d  

fin d  an e a s y  s ale i n  the colony . Nothing i s  known o f  the 

ve s s e l ' s  voyage s a ve that it arri ved in the Thame s are a 

l e ak ing and next appe are d in Cal c utta l ate in 1 8 0 0 . When 

Hing s ton attempte d to load spi r i t s  for the re turn j ourney 

in de fi an ce o f  the i r  monopoly , the ve s se l  was se i z e d  by 

o ffi ci a l s  o f  the Eas t Indi a Company an d sold , a long wi th 
. . . d 32 1 t s  1nwar s c argo . 

Early in 1 8  0 1  tv10 ve s se l s  arri ved in Thame s to l o ad 

wi th timbe r . The fi rst was the P l  umier , a forme r pri z e  ship , 

ovmed and manned by Thomas Fys che Palme r , John Bos ton and 

Jame s E l l i s  from New South Wale s . Palmer , a member o f  the 

group o f  po li tical re formers , ' the Scotti sh Martyr s ' who 

we re transported in 1 7 9 4 , had j oi ned with Bo ston an d El l i s , 

two free s e t t lers , in farming , trading and s hipbui lding 

acti vi ties during the i r  time in New South Wa le s . In 1 8 0 1 , 

at the end o f  Palme r '  s sentence , they p urchased the P l umier 

in whi ch they in ten de d to re turn to Eng land . 3 3  To o f fse t  

some o f  the cos t  o f  the voyage they in tended to load and 

se l l  a cargo o f  New Zealand spa r s . 

They arri ve d  in the Thame s in March and we re b us i ly 

eng age d in repai ring thei r ve s s e l and col lec ting timber when 

the se con d ve s se l , the Roya l Admiral , arri ved there l ate in 

Ap ri l .  Th i s  ve s se l  was a Bri ti sh Eas t Indi a Company ship 

whi ch had been chartered to l an d  con vi c t s  in New S o uth Wales , 

and LMS mi s s i onarie s in Tahi ti . Its  master , Wi l li am  Wi l son , 

de c i ded to s ai l  vi a New Ze aland to ge t spars for the Chin a  

market and timbe r to bui ld home s fo r the mi s s ionari e s  in 

Tahi ti . 

The Royal Admiral , a 9 2  3 ton s ship , was an chored in 

the F i r th and the long boat and yawl we re manned and sent 

up the Waihou Ri ve r . The re the c rew found the P l um i e r  whi ch 

had foundered and was being rep ai re d  by i ts crew w i th Maori 

a s s i s tance . Sawye r s  from both ve s s e l s  e s tabl i shed b a s e s  at 

32 . Hing s ton abs conded with any pro ceeds from the voyage 
an d s ale - H ainsworth , Trade rs, pp . 6 5 - 6 ; Co l l in s , I I ,  
2 0 5 , 2 6 7 - 8 , 3 1 8 . 

3 3 .  Hain sworth , Traders , p . 4 1 and n .  
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a vi l l age c a l led 1 Kok remare 1 ( also rende red ' Koramare ' ) , home 

o f  the chi e f ' Hupa ' LHo upa ]1 whi ch was s i tuated on a 

t ribut ary c reek o f  the Waiho u. 34 As a de fence agai n s t  

Mao ri attack s an d thi e ving the men o f  the Royal Admiral 

s urro unded the i r  compound wi th a palis ade abo ut se ven fee t  

high . 

From the i r  base the 30 -man te am from the Royal 

Admi ra l t r a ve lled dai ly to the fore s t. Once the tree s we re 

c ut they h ad to be ha ule d ove r  three-q uarte rs o f  a mi le o f  

swamp t o  the creek and then floated for forty mi le s  o r  more 

down to the ship . Se ve ral spars we re los t in the course o f  

the s e  ope r a ti on s  an d ,  furthermore , the Plumier fo un dere d  for 

a se cond t ime and the long boat o f  the Royal Admi ral was 

wre cke d  and ab andone d .  In addi tion to tak ing the timber from 

' Kok rema re ' Wi l son • s chart and the mi s s ion ary j o urn al s ugge ste d  

that ' Short tifube r ' was purchased from Heke , a chi e f on the 

e as te rn s ide o f  the Fi rth , whose vi l lage appears to have been 

near p re sent day Tap u .  

Re l ation s  between E uropeans and Maori s  appear for 

the mo s t  p a rt to h a ve been c ordial . According to the mi s sion ­

ary Jame s E lder who was on board the ship , the s awye rs from 

the Royal Admi ral we re a s s i s ted in their task by a fo rce o f  

3 0 0 - 4 0 0  Mao ri s .  Mo reove r  the Maori s reg ul arly provided fre sh 

s uppl i e s , i n c l uding fish , k umara , raw and ' boi led ' Eng li sh 

potatoe s and raw turnip s  for the Europe ans . 

C ap t ain Wi l son , like De ll , accepted that a ce rtain 

amo un t of Mao ri pe t ty the ft would have to be ove r looked in 

the i n te re s ts o f  maintaining harmony . Howe ve r  when Maori s 

beg an m ak i n g  raids on the timber partie s , s te a ling the i r  

axe s and di s r up ting thei r  work , Wi l son det ained four chie fs 

as hos t ag e s  for the return o f  hi s property . On that o ccasion 

3 4 . Thi s may h a ve been the vi l l age De l l  n ame d ' Grave send ' .  
I t  i s  marked on Wi l son ' s  chart as being on the s i te 
o f  pre s e n t  day Hik utai a - Maling , p . 7 3 .  
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the chie fs escape d .  At the same time he hardened h i s  

atti t ude s to the fts from the ship . When one o f  the sai l o r s  

w a s  dete cted s te al ing nai ls to trade pri vate ly wi th the 

Maori s he was pub li cly flogged ' as an example be fore the 

n at i ve s  and chie f '  . A week late r when a Maori was caught 

ste a li ng a sai lor ' s  clothing he too w a s  tied up in prepar­

ati on fo r flogging . Howe ve r he  was re leased a fte r the 

entre ati es  o f  h i s  friends and re l ati ve s . 

Late r ,  when the timbe r carri a ge and a k e t t le wen t 

mi s s ing from the s awyers ' camp , the c aptain took thre e  o f  

the chi e f ' s re lati ve s  ho s tage and then apparently s e t  fi re 

to Maori huts . The carri age was re t urne d in p i e ce s  (pre­

s um ab ly the Maor i s  had kept the i ron ) but Wi l s on re tained 

hi s ho s tages . The next morning 7 0 0  (Sm i th said 8 0 0 - 9 0 0 )  

p at u  waving Mao r i s  s urrounded the camp and a fte r some 

nego ti ating the ho s tage s we re re le a s e d .  

By early June the pre valence o f  pet ty the ft and the 

fre q uency wi th whi ch the E urope an s l o s t  axe s an d c lothing 

wh i le they were worki ng with Maoris pro voked Wi l son ' s  

s tronge r re action . Knowing the at tachmen t Maor i s  fe lt for 

the i r  c anoe s the captain orde re d that two canoe s be remo ve d  

as a retribution for the the fts . I n  the course o f  thi s  a 

Maori was shot dead . 

As we l l  as re ce i ving ai d from Maori s ,  the men o f  

the Royal Admi ral and the Plumier we re as s i s ted by fo ur 

E urope an s who had le ft Lord ' s  leak y  Hunter and we re l i ving 

wi t h  the Maori s .  The se men , one o f  whom was c a l le d  Taylor , 

g ui de d  the sawye rs to the be st timb e r , inte rpre ted for the 

vi s i to r s  (who se comm unication would othe rwi se have been 

limi te d  to a few Tahitian phras e s  an d h ands i gn s )  and he lped 

wi th l o adi ng the ve s se ls . Tay lor was shippe d  aboard the 

Roya l  Admi ral and the other three men reporte dly s ai le d  

wi th the P l umi e r . 
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The Royal Admiral left New Zea l and in June 1 8 0 1 3 5  

and pre sumably only j u s t  mis sed the Betsey ,  Captain John 

Mye r s , wh ich c a l l e d  into th e Thame s and purcha sed ' some 

very c hoice spars ' in mid- 1 8 0 1 . 3 6  The t imber taken by the 

Royal Admiral  rotted a f te r  being u sed to construct houses  

for the m i s s ionarie s in T ah i t i  and it wa s not wel l  received 

on the Ch ina marke t . 3 7  The P lumier never got its t imber 

to the intended market in South Afric a . I n s tead the . vessel 

wa s re-captured by Spaniards a s  it  l imped into Guam Bay 
3 8  in January 1 8 0 2 . 

The se wer e  the earl i e st known trading ve s sel s to 

vi s it New Z ea l and to get t imbe r  and f l ax .  With the exceptio: 

of the c o lonial a rmed tender Lady Nel son wh ich returned from 

the B ay of I s lands with s even ' very f ine spar s ' in 1 8 0 6 3 9  

( some o f  wh ich wou ld appear to have been taken to Engl and 

by Governor King for testing 4 0 ) and the Genera l Wel l e s l ey 

3 5 . Information on the Roya l Admir a l  and P lumier wa s 
obtained f rom : LMS Archive s ,  ' Mi s s ionaries on 
board the " Roya l Admira l " , March 1 3 -Ju ly 2 2 , 
Tah i t i , 1 8 0 1 , (NPL/M , FM 4 / 3 2 8 ) ; ' Extrac ts from 
the Log & Journ a l  of H . E . I . C . S .  Ship Roya l 
Admira l , \\Ti l l iam Wil son , Commander on a voyage 
f rom London to New South Wa l e s  thence to New Z e a l and , 
O taheite and China , 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 0 2 ' ,  Records of the 
Honour ab l e  East India Company ' s  Mar ine , (WTu micro­
f i lm ) ; ' Depo s i t ion of  Jame s E l der , 1 2  November 1 8 1 3 ' 
i n S .  Mar sden, Corre spondenc e etc . ,  1 8 1 3 � 1 8 1 5  1 (DU : Ho ,  
M s  5 4 , item 1 8 ) ; W .  Smith , Journal  of  a V�age in th· 
M i s s ionary Ship Duf f , New York , 1 8 1 3 ,  pp . 2 2 4 � 4 0 ; 
J .  Davie s , The H i s tory of the Tahi t ian Miss ion 1 7 9 9 -
1 8 3 0  . . .  , ed . c .  Newbury , Cambridge , 1 9 6 1 , ( Kraus 
reprint ,  1 9 7 4 ) , pp . 3 0 - 1 . 

3 6 . J .  Myer s , The L i f e  Voyage s ,  and Trave l s  of Captain 
John Myer s  . . .  , London , 1 8 1 7 ,  pp . 2 0 2 - 4 . 

3 7 .  McNab , Ta srnan , p .  9 4 . 

3 8 . Col l in s , I I ,  2 7 4 - 5  

3 9 .  Log s o f  the Lady N e l son , Admira l ty : Captain � s  Log s , 
6 6 6 ,  no . l ,  tran s c r iption in R .  McNab , Papers , (WTu , 
Ms 4 7 ,  fo l der 4 9 ) i S . G . , 1 5  June 1 8 0 6 . 

4 0 .  Report of  Governor King on T imbe r  & I ron s ton.e , C02 0 1 /  
4 5 ,  f .  3 6 5b - 3 6 6 a . Part of th i s  report i s  reprinted 
in H . R . N . Z . , I ,  2 8 6 - 7  but the sectio n  referred to here 
wa s not inc luded . 
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4 1  whi ch loade d timbe r in the Bay o f  Is lands in Octobe r 1 8 0 �  

they wo uld seem to have been the only cargoe s o f  timbe r 

t aken from New Zea l an d  be fore 1 8 0 8 . 

4 1 .  G .  Den ing , ed . , The Marquesan Journ al o f  Edward 
Roba rts 1 7 9 7 - 1 8 2 4 ,  Canberra , 1 9 7 4 , pp . 1 S2 - 9 . 
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Part I I  : 18 0 8 -1 8 19 

THE DELAY o f  se ven years be fore colon i al me rchants again 

s e n t  ve s se l s  to take cargoe s of New Zealand timber or flax 

re s ulted partly from the fai l ure o f  e arlier venture s .  Also 

the e ar l y  ye ars o f  the nine teen th cen t ury saw a phenomen a l  

pe riod o f  se aling around colon i a l  coas t s ., the opening o f  

the Tahi t i an pork trade and the s cramble for the sandalwood 

t o  be fo und on Tonga or Fi j i .
4 2 The se commodi ties attracted 

the most attention from the fledg ling New South Wales  and 

Van Diemen ' s  Lan d t raders between 18 0 0  and 18 1 0 .  

E ven those trade r s  who sent ve s se ls to New Ze a l and 

we re not seeking timbe r or flax . Thi s  was a pe ri od o f  

mas s i ve se aling on the New Ze aland coas ts . From abo ut 18 0 3  

to  abo ut 18 0 8  tho us an ds o f  seal skins and se ve ral tons o f  

se a l  oi l we re taken from New Ze aland , parti c ularly from 

the coa s t s  o f  the So uth I s land . After 1 8 0 8 the indus try 

there de c line d be c ause the seal population had been 

d 1 d b . k . 11 ' 4 3 . . 1 1 f 1 9 9  . ep e te y exce s s 1  ve 1 1ng . S1m1 ar y rom 7 pe l ag 1 c  

wha ling ve s s e ls s ai led around New Zeal and coas ts and i nto 

h e r  ports with i n c re as ing frequen cy . In 18 0 8  ten ve s se l s , 

m ain ly Bri t i s h  and col on i al, we re reported wh aling in New 
4 4  Ze a l an d  wate r s . The products o f  both the se industri e s  

co uld b e  taken and s o l d  wi th more ease and for gre ater pro fi t  

than e i ther timbe r or fl ax ,  hence trade rs ' pre feren ce fo r 

them . 

4 2 . Hain swo rth , Traders , chapters 9 - 11 . 

4 3 . On seal i ng in New Zealand wate rs see for examp le : 
She i l a  Natusch , ' Se alers in the S o uth ' , New Ze aland ' s  
Heri t�ge , I ,  part 7 ,  16 9 -172 ; Hainsworth , Trade r s , 
chapters 9 , 10 ; Ste ven , Campbe l l ; R .  McNab , Murihik u 
and the So uthe rn I s l ands , Inve rcargi l l , 19 0 7 , (Wi l son 
an d Hor ton facsimi le , n . d . ) , chapters 8 , 9 , 13 , 15 .  

4 ,4 . On whaling in New Ze a land wate rs aro un d  thi s pe riod see 
L . S .  Ri ckard , The Whal ing Trade o f  Old New Zealand , 
We l lington , 19 6 5 ; H . A .  fvlo rton , ' Whaling i n  New Zealand 
Wate rs in the Fi r s t  Hal f of the Nine teenth Cent ury ' , 
Ph . D , the s i s ,  Otago Uni ve rsity , 19 7 7 ; An Encyclopae di a 
o f  New Zea l and , e d .  A . H .  McLin to ck , 3 vol s , We l lington , 
19 6 6 , I I I , 6 3 8 - 6 4 2 . 
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Howe ve r from 1 8 0  'B the m arket fo r timbe r an d f l ax 

began to impro ve . By the Tre aty o f  Ti l s i t  ( 1 8 0 7 )  the T s a r  

Alexan de r  o f  Rus s i a  agreed t o  c l ose Rus s i an por t s  to 

Bri t i s h  t rade rs and to ban Rus s i an trade wi th the Uni te d  

Kingdom i n  s upport o f  Napole on ' s  attempts to b lo ck ade 

Englan d . Thi s ' Continen tal S y s tem ' inte r fe red wi th 

B ritain ' s  imports o f  vital s upplies  o f  Ri ga hemp and spars 

for her navy .  It also drove B r i ti sh naval purve yors  to the i r  

at lases  in a de sper ate attempt to find a re li able source ; 

for s upp l i e s  o f  n aval timbe r s  an d flax . The merchan t s  in 

England , New South V.7ales an d Van Di emen ' s Land o f fe re d  

them s ample c argoe s fr�n New Zealand . There was a l s o  a 

growth in the co lon i al marke t s  themse l ves for the Nev-1 

Zeal an d  product s .  The incre a s e  in the convi ct and freeman 

popula ti on o f  New So uth Wale s and Van Diemen ' s  Land and the 

s urge o f  s hipb ui lding which a c compan ied the growth o f  

trading c re ated new deman ds for spars , timbe rs , rope s , 

s ai l s  and clothing . The se we re ab le to be me t wi th s upplies  

from New Ze a l an d . 

Mo re ove r thi s  renewe d demand for timber an d fl ax 

occurre d abo ut the same time as the sandalwood an d s e a lilig 

trade s were becoming les s  pro fi tab le through ove r-explo i t ­

ation and the c onsequen t dep letion i n  s upp l i e s  o f  the se 

produc t s . Un fortunate ly the re vi va l  in the timbe r an d fl ax 

trade w as to be short-li ved . 

The nex t cargo o f  New Z e a l and timbe r to arri ve on 

the co lon i al m a rket compri se d  ' a  n umbe r of  de s i r ab le fine 

log s 1 fi t for flooring boards 1 and spars for mas ts ' an d 

was entere d  into Sydney on 1 7  July 1 8 0 8 . I t  was part o f  the 

cargo o f  the snow Commerce whi ch a l so brought 3 0 0 0  s e a l  

skin s . 4 5  The ve sse l had called at the Bay o f  I s l ands and 

Whan ga ro a  ( e i th e r  place being the pos s ib le so urce o f  the 

timbe r )  on i t s  voyage home from relieving a s e a ling g ang on 

the Bounty I s l ands . 4 6  

4 5 . s . G . , l 7 July 1 8  0 8 . 

4 6 . S . G .  , 1 5  May 1 8  0 8 .  
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S ime on Lo rd had dire cte d the Comme rce ' s  voyag e  in 

1 8 0 7 - 8  and i t  was he who , in the fo l lowing year , charte re d  

the Boyd to t ak e  a cargo o f  se al  skins , coal and New Ze a l and 

timbe r to  the C ape of  Good Hope . The mas ter o f  the s h ip was 

i n s tr uc te d  to l oad timber at the Bay of Is lands . Howe ve r , 

probab ly at the s ugg·e s tion o f  the Whangaroa chie f Te Ara 

{ George ) , who was aboard , Thompson de cided to s ai l  to 

Whangaroa . The re s ult o f  thi s  voyage was the de s t r uc t i on 

o f  the ship and the m urde r o f  the passenge rs and crew in 

No vember 1 8 0 9 . 4 7 

Be tween the se two colon i a l  di re cted ope ration s  the 

Ci ty o f  Edinburgh wen t to New Ze a l and to secure spars for 

i ts routine repai r s . The master an chored in the Bay o f  

I s lands an d us e d  the mon ths March -May to strip an d re - p l ank 

hi s 5 2 6 ton s  ve s se l . Thi s  was unde rtaken on the s o uthern 

s ide o f  the Bay , i n  the Kawak awa/Kororarek a area . The l o cal 

chie fs Tara an d Tupe we re happy to we lcome the E urope an s .  

The y  e re cted a ' cottage • for the maste r  and supe rcargo and 

did al l that w a s  pos sib le to col lect timber for them . An 

attempt to at tack the ve ssel was made by Te Pahi , Wai r ak i  

and Mat ara who l i ve d  on the oppos i te s i de o f  the Bay and 

who we re probab l y  j e alous o f  the trade ad vantage whi ch h ad 

been g ained b y  Kawak awa Maori s . Howe ver the i r  fle e t  was 

warde d o ff \vi th  m usket and cannon fi re . 

Re fi t te d , the Ci ty o f  Edinb urgh le ft the B ay o f  

Is l ands to c on ti n ue on i t s  intended voyage to Fi j i  to 

p ur ch ase san dalwoo d .  Having fai led to s e c ure such a c argo 

Alexande r Be rry , the s upe rcargo , de cided to s alvage h i s  

voyage by ret urni n g  t o  New Zea lan d  and fi lling the ship 

w i th spars whi ch he hoped to se l l  at the Cape of Good Hope . 

Aboard the ship was Captain Ce ron ci , forme rly mas te r o f  

the Comme rce , and on his re commendation i t  was de c i ded to 

s te e r  the ve s se l i n to Whangaroa Harbo ur . But con t r ary winds 

4 7 .  For a re cen t  attempt to re con s tr uct the e vents o f  
the attack and a re view o f  the l i te rature c on ce rn ing 
the Boyd see S .  B l ai r , ' The Attack on the Boyd ' , 
B . A .  ( Hon s )  re se arch exerci se , Massey Uni ve rs i ty , 
1 9 7 7 . 
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o ff the harbour ' s  entran ce mean t th at the ve sse l was 

di re cted in to the B ay of  Is lands inste ad .  Tar a  and T upe 

again we l comed the vi si tors and set the i r  men the task o f  

expeditious ly loading the ve s se l : a task whi ch p roceede d  

smooth ly un ti l the ship was fully loade d .  

Thr o ughout this vi s i t , howe ve r , Berry contin ue d  to 

be told that Whangaroa Maoris h ad de stroyed a ve s se l . 

Towards the end o f  the loading the Maor i s  at the Bay became 

more in s i s te n t  that the Boyd had been c ut o f f  in Whang aroa 

Harbour . Fin ally Be rry took a boat and went to the harb o ur 

to investigate the reports . He re s c ued the s ur vi vors o f  the 

mas s acre, an d the Ci ty o f  Edinburgh le ft the Bay o f  Is lands 

on 26  Jan uary 1 8 1 0 . The ship was blown o f f i ts we s te r ly 

co urse an d i n s tead o f  arri ving at the Cape o f  Good Hope i t  

limped into Valparai so the fo l l owing May . It was then 

e s corted to Lim a .  Howe ve r the New Zea land timbe r did n o·t 

find a mark e t  there and Be rry was forced to take i t  to 

Cal l ao whe re i t  was di sposed o f .  Whi le En sign Mc Crae l ate r 

e rroneous ly dated the vi sit o f  the Ci ty o f  Edinburgh to 

Kawak awa Ri ve r as 1 8 1 5 , his addi tional commen t th at the 

timbe r taken in the ship prove d  not to be ' dur ab le ' is con ­

s i s tent wi th the prope rtie s o f  k ahikate a , whi ch m ade up 
4 8  the cargo . 

Conc urrent ly wi th the renewe d inte re s t  in New 

Ze a l and timbe r some o f  the le ading me rchants in Sydney 

came to re gard oho rmi um tenax as a prod uct o f  s igni fi can ce 

an d poten ti al . 

4 8 .  A .  Ber ry , Remini scence s o f  Alexan de r  Be r ry , Sydn e y ,  
1 9 1 2 , pp . 31 - 5 5 , 9 7 - 1 0 5 , 1 1 4 - 1 2 0 ; A .  Berry , ' Alexan de r  
Be rry ' s  Accoun t  o f  the De s truction o f  the Ship Boyd . . .  ' 
(WTu , qMs 1 8 1 1 - 1 8 2 2  P ) ; The E dinb urgh Mag az ine and 

Li terary Mi sce l l any , May 1 8 1 8 , Apr1 l 1 8 1 9 ; Alex an de r 
McCrae , Journ al Kept in New Z e a l an d  in 1 8 2 0  by En s ign 
Alexand�r Mc Crae , e d .  F . R .  Chapman , We l lington , 1 9 2 8 ,  
p . l 6 . 
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FOR 'I'WENTY ye ars  the New So uth Wal e s  governmen t  and 

indi vi d ual colon i s ts had been trying to estab li sh 

s u f fi ci e n t ly l arge s tands o f  flax in the colony to make 

New So uth Wales sel £-s uf fi cient in th is conunodi ty . The ir 

long-tel� hope had been to  p roduce enough flax to open a 

s upply trade wi th Bri tai n . Whi le the se attempts we re to 

contin ue wi th variab le s uc ce s s , s teps we re also t aken to 

find an e conom i c me thod o f  exporting the pho l�i um ten�x 

whi ch g rew in p ro fus ion an d wi th ease in New Ze a l an d . 

Where a s  pre vi o us ly cargoe s o f  flax from New Zealand had 

arri ve d  in the c ol onies as adj uncts to cargoe s o f  timber 

or se a l  pro d uc t s , new plan s  were laid for the importation 

o f  l arge q uan t i ti e s  o f  fl ax . 

The fi r s t  s i gni fi can t  p roposal was made i n  1 8 1 0 , 

the year i n  whi ch Go vernor Macquarie announ ce d bo unti e s  

for the c ulti vation o f  flax in the colony . 4 9 The p l an was 

mooted by a c arte l compri sed o f  Sime on Lord , Fran c i s  

Wi l l i am s , who w a s  Lo rd ' s  b us in e s s  partner , Alexande r Ri ley 

an d Thomas Ken t .  Ken t  was a free emig rant who between 1 8 0 7  

and 1 8 1 0  h ad been un s ucce s s ful in h i s  attempts to grow 

fl ax an d hemp on l and granted to him for thi s p urpose in 

New South Wale s . 

The men wro te to Gove rnor Macquari e on 2 1  Jan uary 

1 8 1 0 to o ut line a propos a l  by whi ch they hope d to prod uce 

' a  q uan t i ty o f  Hemp & Flax s u f fi cient for the demands o f  

the Co l ony i t se l f ,  and to enab le us to send to Eng l and a 

con s ide r ab le s upp ly for the Bri tish Navy in comp li an ce wi th 

the wi she s and i n vi t ation s o f  Hi s Maj e s ty ' s  Mini sters ' . 

They o f fer e d  the go ve rnment ' an excl us i ve p re ference ' to 

the i r  flax . Pres umably thi s  was seen as a method o f  

en s uring th a t  the flax wo uld. b e  exported beyond the Cape s 

Ho.rn and Good Hope and the l im i ts o f  the E a s t  Indi a Company 

monopol y . They also reque s te d  a monopoly for them se l ve s  in 

the flax trade for long eno ugh to allow them to re cover 

thei r  c api t a l  o ut lay and as re cogni tion for the ri sks  being 

taken by thei r  pe rsonne l .  The i r  aim was event ual ly 

4 9 � S te ve n , ' Exports ' ,  o .  30 3 .  
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to e s tab li sh a fl ax p roducing indus try in New South Wal e s  

and t o  de ve lop i t  to the poin t where i t  provided an export 

staple . Meanwhi le they p roposed to form a sma l l  e s tab li sh ­

men t  i n  the ' Northe rn I s l and ' o f  New Ze aland t o  uti li z e  

the fl ax plant that grew n atural iy the re . It  was p lann e d  

that Ken t , as a person o f  characte r ( and prob ab ly the on l y  

partne r to have any enth us i asm for thi s  task ) sho uld 

re s i de at the e s tabli shmen t  to pre vent any emp loye e ' mo le s t­

ing the Native s ' ,  and that he should be c reated a Jus ti ce 

o f  the Pe ace . The latte r  provi s ion was to a l l ow him to 

pe r form the same con tro l function in regard to the de se rting 

seamen who , i t  was c laime d , were re spon s i b le for the 

depredation s  alte ady practised on Maori s . 5 0  

Macq uarie ' s  reply o f fe red his approval an d s upp ort 
5 1  for the p l an . En courage d ,  the me rchan ts adde d the cos t 

o f  having a ve s se l  on hand to protec t  the e s t abli shment to 

the total outlay and req ue s ted that the Go ve rnor s e c ure fo r 

them a fo urteen year monopoly . They a ls o  e l aborated on 

the i r  s c heme to s upply the Bri ti sh n avy wi th flax by 

s ugg� s ting that con vi ct and s upp ly shi p s  might load phorm i urn_ 
ten ax i n  Sydney o r  a t  New Ze al and as back loading for the i r  

otherwi se empty holds . 5 2  

Me anwhile preparations went ahe ad for the expe di tion . 

The day a fte r the me rchants ' fi rst le tte r was sen t to the 

Gove rnor the fol lowing adve rti sement appe ared in the Sydney 

Ga zette : 
ON Wage s fo r Three Ye ars - Wan te d ,  Ten ab le ­
bodied Men to remain on the I s lands o f  New 
Ze a l an d . - For further parti c ulars app ly to 
Lord and Wi l l i arns . 5 3  

By 1 0  Mar ch at le a s t  41  persons had anno unced the i r  i n tenti on 

o f  qui tting the colony aboard the expe dition ' s  ve s se l ,  the 

5 0 . Lord and othe rs  to Macq uarie , 2 7  Jan uary 1 8 1 0 , C02 0 1 / 5 3 ,  
f . 9 3b- 9 5 a ; H . R . A . , 1 ,  VI I , 2 9 4 - 6 . 

5 1 . J . T .  Carnpbe l l  to Lord and othe r s , 2 February 1 81 0 , 
C02 0 1/5 3 ,  f . 9 5b ;  H . R . A . , 1 ,  VI I ,  2 9 6 - 7 . 

5 2 . Lord and othe r s  to Macq uarie , 2 0  Feb r uary 1 8 1 0 , 
C02 0 1/5 3 ,  f . 9 7b-9 8b ; H . R . A . , 1 ,  VI I , 2 9 7 - 8 . 

5 3 .  S . G . , 2 8  Jan uary 1 8 1 0 . 



. 5 4  Expe r1ment .  

2 8  

In c l uded in that n umber was George Bruce who , with 

hi s wi fe and chi ld , intende d  to re - settle i n  New Zealand . 

B r uce was an ex -con vi ct who h ad l e ft the go ve rnmen t  colon i al 

ve s se l  Lady N� l son whi le i t  was .vi si ting the Bay o f  I s l ands 

in Feb r uary 1 8 0 6 . He took the chie f Te Pahi ' s  fourteen ye ar 

old d a ughte r ' Atahoe ' ( Mary Bruce ) as a wi fe , was tattooed 

and l i ve d  in the Bay o f  I s l ands fo r two years . He acte d as 

a middleman who gre a t ly as s i s te d  wi th trading negotiation s  

between Mao r i s  and European s .  For ins tance he was he ld to  

be a l one re spon s i b le for en s uring that the Gene ral We l le s le y  

g o t  a c argo o f  timbe r i n  1 8 0 7 . 5 5  Bruce and h i s  wi fe le ft 

New Z e a l and on the General vJe l l e s le y  and i n  Jan uary 1 8 0 9  

they ret urne d  to Sydney whe re Bruce met Lor d  and the othe rs 

and agreed to accompany the i r  expedition to New Ze aland . 

How e ve r  i t  seem s that Lo rd an d h i s  partners had a di sagree ­

ment wi th Bruce conce rning h i s apparent be l i e f  that he was 

to d i re ct the expe di tion when in fact his help had been 

en l i s te d  sole l y  as advi s e r  bec ause o f  hi s speci al i s t know-
5 6  ledge o f  the country . Al so , a fter the de ath o f  Bruce ' s  

wi fe on 2 5  Febr uary 1 8 1 0 , 5 7  the me rchants were m ade aware 

that i t  was she and not B r uce who had in fl uence wi th the 

Mao r i s o f  New Zealand . Th us they di smi s se d  him from the 

5 4 . S . G . , 4 ,  1 1 , 1 7 ,  2 4  Febr uary , 3 ,  1 0  March 1 8 1 0 .  

5 5 ! Den ing , p .  1 8 5 . 

5 6 . S .  G . , 1 0  March 1 8 1 0 

5 7 .  S . G . , 3 March 1 8 1 0 . 
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expe 1 t1 on . 

2 9  

The departure o f  the expedition was de l aye d a fter 
5 9  the news o f  the Boyd mas s ac re was published in S ydne y .  

Ken t  and Ri ley wi thdrew from the venture an d were rep laced 

by Andrew Thompson , prob ab ly the we althi e s t  m an in New 

South Wales , an d Wi l l i am Le i th , who ag re e d  to man age the 

sett lement in New Ze a l an d .
6 0  

Th us on 1 8  March 1 8 1 0  the 

Expe riment sai led from Por t  Jack son .
6 1  

The fi rst news o f  the expe di tion was c on t ained i n  

a l e tte r from Le i th t o  hi s principals whi c h  arri ve d  i n  

Sydn e y  aboard the Pe rse ve r an ce on 2 8  Apri l 1 8 1 0 . Le i th 

rep orted tha t  he . had been un s ucce ss ful i n  fin di n g  mo re than 

smal l q uan ti tie s  o f  flax ( he had colle cte d  le s s  than four 

po w1ds o f  i t )  an d tha t  the t imber he had seen was o f  poor 

qual i ty and was located we l l  away from the co a s ts . In sho r t  

h e  c on s ide re d that the Bay o f  Is lands con tained l i ttle that 

wo uld be of val ue to his emp loye r s . 

5 8 . On B r uce see : G .  B r uce , Li fe o f  a Greenwi c h  Pen s i one r ,  
l 7 7 6 -l 8 1 7 , _�ote s and Abri dgement by T .  Whi te ly , ( NP L/ 
M , CYA 1 6 1 8  ) ; G .  Br uce , L! fe o f  a Greenwi ch Pen s i one r , 
1 7 7 6 - 1 8 1 7 ,  (NPL/M , CYA 1 6 1 8  ) ; The Aus tral i an Di ction ­
a r y  o f  Biog raphy , e d . D .  Pike , vo l s  I a n d  I I , Me lbourne , 
1 9 6 6 , 1 9 6 7 ,  I, l 7 0 -l ; D . W .  Orch i s ton , ' Ge orge Bruce and 
the Mao r i s  ( 1 8 0 6 - 8 ) ' ,  J . P  . S . ,  LXXXI , no . 2 ,.J une 1 9 7 2 , 
2 4 8-5 4 . Pe t i tions from Bruce a re fo und in the Colon i a l  
O f fi ce fi le s : Bruce t o  Li ve rp ool , 1 3  Octobe r 1 81 1 , C02 01 
5 9 , f . 3 0 8b - 30 9 a ; Bruce to Li ve rpoo l , 6 June 1 8 1 2 ,. 
C02 0 l / 6 3 ,  f . 9 7 ; Br uce to Li ve rpoo l , 1 3  June 1 8 1 2 , 
C02 0 l/ 6 3 ,  f . 2 6b ; B r uce to Bath urst , 4 June 1 8 1 3 ,  
C02 0 l / 6 9 ,  f . 5 l b-5 3a ( H . R . A . , 1 ,  VI I I , 9 2 - 4 ) ; Barrow to 
Go ulb urn , 1 9  June 1 8 1 3 ,  C02 0 l / 6 9 ,  f . 82b- 8 3a wi t h  
enclos ure Bromley to Crok e r , 1 8  June 1 8 1 3 , C02 0l/6 9 ,  
f . 8 4 b - 8 5 b ; Bruce t o  B athur s t ,  8 Nov e-:nbe r 1 8 1 3 ,  C02 0 l / 7 0 , 
7 6b ;  Macquarie to Go u1b vrn , 1 2  May 1 8 1 4 , C02 0 l/7 3 ,  f .  
6 b- 7b ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  2 2 2 ; H . R . A . , l ,  VI I I , 2 5 1 - 2 ; Br uce 
to B ath urs� Aug us t  1 81 5 , C02 0 l / 7 9 ,  f . 2 5 5 b- 2 56 b .  

5 9 . S . G . , 1 0  March 1 8 1 0 . 

6 0 .  Lord and othe rs to Macq uari e , 1 2  March 1 8 1 0 , C02 0 l /5 3 ,  
9 9b-1 0 0b ; H . R . A . , l ,  V I I , 2 9 8 - 9 . 

6 1 . S . G . , 2 4  March 1 8 1 0 . 
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He the re fo re prop ose d to unde rtake a to ur o f  the 

k nown t imbe r an d fl ax are as aroun d  New Ze a l and coas ts an d 

to rep o r t  on the i r  advan t ag e s  a s  s i te s  for fut ure proj e c t s . 

The are a s  he c i te d  i n cl uded North Cape , Whangaroa , Eas t 

Cape { p re s umably he me an t  Thame s ) , B ay o f  P lenty , Queen 

Cha r lo t te Sound, and Port Wi l l i am on S tewart Is lan d . At any 

rate he fe l t  th a t  i t  \V"as n e ce s s ary t o  leave the Bay o f  

I s l an d s  because the .t-1aor i s  the re we re in an un se t t le d  s t ate , 

two E ur ope 3.n ve s s e l s  would not con s i de r  themse l ve s  s a fe 

togethe r in the B ay and the members o f  the expe di t i on we re 

p ut ting h im un de r c on s i de rable p re s s ure to return to 

d b h 1 .  
. 6 2  

Sy n e y  y t e e a r  1 e s t  opportun 1 ty . 

When the expedi t i on ' s  s upply ve s se l ,  Gove rn o r  B l igh ,  

arri ve d  in New Zealand on 2 8 Apri l 1 8 1 0  i t  was di s co ve re d  tha t  

Le i th a n d  hi s m e n  h ad alre ady le ft fo r Sydney aboard the 
6 3  

New Ze a l an de r  1 a wha le r . The Gove rnor B l i gh ret urne d  to 

Port Jack son v1 a Fove at� Strai t whe re the mas te r p i ck e d  

up Robe r t  Murray , a s e al e r , who w a s  to command the 

Pe r s e ve r an ce on the next fl ax expe di t i on to le ave for Nevl 
6 4  

Zea l an d . 

The me r ch an t s  h ad sunk £. 2 0 0 0  into the ven t ure . Thi s  

was l o s t , Sime on Lo r d  c l aime d , throug h  Lei th ' s  m i s conduc t .
6 5  

6 2 . Le i th to Lord an d othe rs , 1 5  Ap ri l 1 8 1 0 , i n  NSW : 
Colon i al Se cre tary : Le tte rs Re c e i ve d , 1 8 1 0 , { AONSW , 
4 /1 7 2 3 ,  Bun d le 4 ,  i tem 8 4 , pp . 2 6 6 -2 7 3 ) ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  
3 0 1 - 4 . 

6 3 . The New Ze a l an de r  arr i ve d  i n  Sydn e y  on 3 0  Apri l 1 8 1 0  -
S . G . , 2 Jtme 1 8 1 0 . 

6 4 . S . G . , 1 8 , 2 5  Aug us t  1 81 0 . The cargo w as l i s te d  a s  
1 6 0 0 s al t e d  s e al sk ins - NSW : Colon i al Se c re t ary : 
Nava l  O f fi ce r s ' Quarte r ly Rep orts , 1 July - 30 Sept­
embe r 1 8 1 0 , { AONSW , X6 9 8 ) . 

6 5 . Lord and o the r s  to Macquarie ,  3 Octobe r 1 8 1 4 , 
C02 0 1 / 7 7 , f . l 6 a ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  32 4 .  



31 

Whi le the en terpri se fai le d to r e a l i se the immedi ate aims 

o f  the me rchan ts who back e d  i t ,  i t  d i d  e s tab l i s h  c e rtain 

facts and in flue nced late r expe d i ti on s . It  showed the need 

to re se arch and s ur vey an are a be fo re sending o ut an 

e xpensi ve an d ful l y  equipped e s tabli shment in the h ope o f  

being s ucce s s ful . Al so i t  h i gh l i ghted the importan ce o f  

choosing c are ful ly the men who we re t o  lead the expedi tion -

e speci al l y  as they we re like ly to en coun te r  an d to 

h a ve to re ly on the assis tan ce o f  Maori s . Furthermore in 

thei r re ce ipt o f  s upport from Go ve rnor Macquarie and l ate r 

from the B ri tish g o ve rnmen t
6 6

, the me rchan ts e s tab l i she d 

that bo th the colon i a l an d home g o ve rnment s  we re i n te re s te d  

in encouraging the trade in New Ze a land fl ax . 

When i t  re t urned to Sydne y  wi th Le i th ' s  le t te r  about. 

the exoe di t i on the Pe rseve ran ce brought some spars whi ch 

h ad been t aken from the Bay o f  I s l ands . The Pe rse ve ran ce 

h ad le ft Port Jack son in Octobe r 1 8 0 9  boun d  fo r the 'fi shery ' .  

In fact , whi le se a rching for s e a l s , the ve sse l had dis covered 

Campbe l l  I s l and an d i ts l a rge s e al p op ulation . It then 

appe are d  to have vi si ted the Bay o f  Is lands to load a con­

s i gnmen t o f  spars on behal f o f  the owners - Campbe l l  & Co . 

The ve s s e l repo r te d ly me t ' wi th e ve ry attention from the 

n at i ve s ' whi l e  loading . On the s ame voyage , howe ve r , the 

Pe rse ve ran ce took p art in the re trib uti ve attack on Te Pahi ' s 

pa in the mi staken be lie f that he was re spons ible for the 
6 7  

attack on the Boyd . 

THE ATTACK on the B oyd has been h e l d  l arge ly re spon s i b le for 

the dec l ine i n  the n umber s  o f  ve s s e l s  vi s i ting New Ze a land 

from 1 8 1 0 .  Ce rtai n l y  i t  appe ars to h a ve made some mas ters 

6 6 . D r a ft rep l y , Li ve rpool t o  Macquari e , 1 5  May 1 8 1 2 , 
C02 0 1/6 0 ,  f . 35b- 36 a .  

6 7 .  S . G . , 8 October 1 8 0 9 , 2 8  Apri l l 8 1 0 ; S .  Ma r s den , 
Mars deh and the New Ze a l and Mi s sion , e d .  P .  Harvard­
Wi l l i ams , Dunedin , 1 9 6 1 , pp . 2 7 - 8 ; S te ve n , Campbe ll , 
P . 2 1 4 . 
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shy a t  the p ro spe ct o f  vi s i t in g  the Bay of I s lands o r  

oth e r  New Ze a land harbotrrs .  F o r  i n s t an ce Samue l Mar s de n  

be l i e ve d  tha t  t h e  Ann , o n  whi ch he h a d  trave lled from 

London , was t o  s ai l  to New. Ze a l an d  to load wi th spars fo r 

the Ind i a m a rk e t .  Whe n  the Ann · le ft for Bengal i n  June 

1 8 1 0  i t  d i d  h a ve spars on board , a l tho ugh i t  i s  not ce rtain 

tha t  the se we re New Zea l an d  spars . I f  they we re , then the 

Ann m us t  h a ve procure d them i n  S ydne y  for the re is no 
6 8  re cord o f  that ve s s e l  h avin g  gone to New Ze alan d . The 

Gove rno r  Macq ua r i e , howeve r , di d g o  to New Ze a land . It 

re t urne d  wi th a c argo o f  timb e r on 12  March 1 8 1 2 . Thi s  

ve s s e l  was rep o rted a s  being b o un d  for the De rwen t  Ri ve r  

i n  Van Diemen ' s  Lan d whe n  i t  le ft Sydney on 2 1  Novembe r 

1 8 1 1 . Ye t i ts ret urn cargo was c l e arly de s cribed a s  New 

Zea land timbe r .  A Wi l l i am Le i th was aboard the Gove rnor 

Macq uar i e  when i t  le ft Sydney an d he , i f  he was the man 

conne cte d  wi th the Lord ven t ure , may have been re s pon s i b le 

fo r di re c t i n g  the ope rati on s  o f  the ve sse l at New Z e a l an d . 6 9  

The re was a more impor tant re a son fo r the de cline 

in colon i al t r a de wi th New Zea l an d in the e ar ly 1 8 1 0 s  whi ch 

had nothing to do wi th the Boyd a ffai r .  Th is was the 

gene r a l  s tagn a t i on in the c o lon i al e c onomy be tween 1 8 1 0  and 

abo ut 1 8 1 5 . S e ve ra l  Lon don me rch an t  houses , and thei r  

s i s te r  fi rms i n  Ca lc utta , had c o l l ap se d .  Thi s in t urn a f fe ct­

ed the i r  age n c i e s  and bran che s i n  New So uth Wale s and Van 

Die men ' s  Lan d . At the s ame t ime there was an ove r s upp ly o f  

con s ume r goods o n  the colon i al m arke t . Mos t  S ydney trade rs 

we re a f fe cte d by the s tagnation , ye t many con t i n ue d  to 

spe c ul ate , pe rh ap s  in the hope that from the depre s s i on 

might h a ve s p r un g  the chan ce o f  un l im i te d  wea lth fo r the man 

who was re ady o r  wi l ling to t ake ri sk s . 7 0
· Th us whi le on the 

one hand the s tagn at i on de c re as e d  tran s -Ta sman shipping 

6 8 .  Marsden and the New Ze a l an d  Mi s si on , p .  2 8 ;  S . G . , 2 3  
June 1 8 1 0 ; Shipp1ng Arr1Val s an d Depa rture s ,  sydne y  

' 17 8 8 - 1 8 4 0 ,  2 vol s . Canbe r r a , ( 2 nd e d . ) 1 9 6 4 ., 1 9 7 7 , I , 7 1 .  

6 9 . S . G . , 9 ,  1 6 , 3 0  Novembe r 1 8 1 1 , 2 8  March 1 8 1 ? . 

7 0 . T . G . P a r s on s , ' Governor Ma,cq uarie and the E conom i c  
C ri s i s i n  New S outh Wa le s , 1 8 1 0 -1 8 1 5 ' ,  N . Z . J . H . , I I , 
n o . 2 ,  O c tobe r  1 9 6 8 ,  l 7 8 - 8 3 .  
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movements , on the othe r h an d  the poten t i al pro fi t  to be 

made from pho nn i um  ten ax en couraged s ome me rchan ts to 

chance what l i t t le they had in a s e a rc h  for i t .  Out o f  thi s  

en vi ronment o f  un ce rtainty came the n e x t  attempts t o  de ve l op 

the t r ade in New Z e a l and flax . · 

On 1 9  Apr i l 1 8 1 3  the Pe rse ve ran ce , Robe rt Murray 

maste r , sailed to New Zea land in se arch o f  flax and a s i te 

to man ufact ure i t .  The voyage was s pon sored by the Sydney 

bus in e s s  ho us e s  o f  James Bi rnie and Campbe ll & Co . Aboard 

the ve sse l was Robe rt Wi l l i ams , a ti cke t-o f- leave rope 

work e r who c l aime d  to have inve n te d  a mechani cal me an s o f  

d . h . 7 1  
re s sl ng p orml um ten ax . 

The me r chan ts h ad stipul ate d that the voyage w o ul d  

last two mon th s a t  the mo s t ,  that nobody was to b e  le ft in 

New Ze al and an d that the p urpose o f  the voyage was , in 

Char le s  Hook ' s  wo rd s , to ' a scertain to what extent a 

spe c ul ation in the Flax o f  that c o un t ry ,r was J pract i ca l ' .  

It m ay seem s tran ge that , at a time when he had de s c ribed 

Campbe ll & Co ' s a f fairs as be ing ' a ll b ut utte r r uin ' ,  H ook , 

the a c ting man ager o f  the fi rm, sho uld h a ve commi tte d  the 

leading ve s se l in the company fle e t  to s uch a spe c ulati ve 

voyage . B ut , a s  the h i s torian Steven commen te d , s uch a 

mo ve was ' in di c a t i ve o f  the boom or b us t  phi losophy for ce d  

on the me rchan t s  by the financi a l  s trai ghtj acke t o f  the 

colon i a l e conomy ' .  Hook s imply co uld n o t  thi nk o f  any 

bette r use fo r the ve sse l .  
7 2  

The s i te they s o ught was , in W i lli ams ' words , t o  

have an ' abundan ce o f  Hemp wood and wate r , me an s to col l e c t  . 
7 3  them , and Ancho r age for the Ve s se l ' .  The i r  prop o s e d  are a 

7 1 . S . G . , 2 4  Ap r i l 1 81 3 ;  Birn i e  to Macquari e , 3 1  March 
1 8 1 3 ,  H . R . N . Z . , I ,  31 5 -6 ; Ste ven , Campbe l l , pp . 2 0 0 , 
2 2  2 ,  2 2  4 ;  C .  Newman , The Spiri t o:f Y\Tha r f  House , Sydney 
1 9 6 1 , pp . l 0 6 - 7 . On Robe rt Wi l l i am s  see Appendix 1 .  

7 2 . S te ven , C arr�pbe l l , p .  2 31 .  

7 3 .  Wi l li ams to Macquarie , n . d .  f 1 8 15 J ,  N SW : Colon i a l  
Se cre t ary : Letters Re cei ve d , 1 8 1 5 , ( AONSW , 4 /1 7 2 8 ,  
Bundle 7 ,  i tem 4 6 ) , p .  2 1 9 ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 6 0 .  



o f  se arch inc l ude d  the we s tern , s o uthe rn and e aste rn 

c o a s ts o f  the So uth I s land . In the e vent the voyag e was 

marre d  by acci den ts and pe r s ona li ty c lashe s . 
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D uring the short tim e  they spent i n  New Zea land 

membe r s  o f  the ship ' s  company vi s i te d  Port Wi l li am , at that 

tim e  an ab andoned s e aling s ta·tion on S tew art Is land , and 

B l uf f ,  whi ch they named Port Macq uarie .  Port Wi l l i am seemed 

to o ffe r m o st o f  the advant age s Wi l li am s  req ui re d  apar t 
7 4  from the fact that ve ry l i t tle flax g rew the re . B l uff 

provi de d  a di f feren t prospe ct . According to Wi l l i am s ' 

acco un t  the are a aro und Mok omoko In l e t  (which he c a l le d  

D uck B ay )  and Orna ui vi l l ag e  pos se s s e d  the advant ages  o f  an 

ab undan ce o f  fl ax , a sa fe an chorage and p len ty o f  w i l ling 

1-iaori as s i s tan ce fo r keeping a s tati on s upp li ed wi th 

phormi un .  Whi le hi s vi s i t  to tha t  area was brie f , W i l l iams 

fe l t  s ure that B l uff Harbo ur was a ce rtain s i te for a flax 
7 5  factory . The Pe rse ve r an ce re t urne d  to Por t Jack s on on 

2 0  July 1 81 3 . 7 6  

A s  thi s was an exp loratory voyage on ly , and as 

Wi l l i a-rn s  was p robab ly i n  a s t ate o f  pique at being force d 

to le a ve New Ze a l and be fore he �an te d  to , he coi lected on ly 

7 4 .  S . G . , 2 4  J ul y  1 81 3 .  

7 5 .  Wi l l i am s ' acco un t  o f  the voy age c an be fo und in 
s e ve r a l  p l a ce s : Wi l l i am s  to Macq uarie ,  n . d . [1 8 1 � ,  

CAONSW , 4 /1 7 2 8 ,  B un d le 7 ,  i tem- 4 6 ) , pp . 2 1 4 - 35 ;  C02 0 1 /  
1 31 ,  f . 4 0 lb-41 3a ; B . T . ,  Box 1 3 , pp . 6 9 7 - 7 1 8 ;  H . R . N . Z . ,  
I ,  4 5 7 -6 4 .  
Comm e n tarie s on the voyage incl ude : McNab , Murihik u ,  
pp . 1 31 -4 7 ;  B .  Howard , Raki ura ,  A Hi s tory o fste"War:t 
I s land New Z e a l and , D unedin , 1 9 4 0 , pp . 4 3- 4 ; A . C .  and 
N . C .  Begg , Port Pre se r vation ,  Chris tchurch , 1 9 7 3 ,  pp . 
1 2 9 -1 30 ( a  chart by Wi l l i am s  i s  reprod uced as p late 
5 0 ) ; J .  H a l l - Jone s ,  B l uff Harbo ur , B l uf f ,  1 9 7 6 , pp . 
8 -1 1  ( a  rep roduction o f  Wi l l i ams ' chart faces p . l 7 ) . 

7 6 . S . G . , 2 4  J uly 1 81 3 . 
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' a  few B undle s  o f  the raw P lants . . . fo r c urios i ty and 

to asce rt ain what e ffe cts the voy age wo uld make on them ' .  

The se b undle s  appear to h a ve c on taine d 1 30 seven to e i gh t  

fee t  leave s  whi ch Wi l l i ams , a t  Bi rn i e ' s  i n s i s te n ce , p re ­

p are d fo r sending to Eng l and . H e  p rod uced 2 5 - 3 0 lbs o f  

what he de s cribe d as ' poor q uali ty ' hemp from the le ave s  

and thi s  ul tim ate ly arr i ve d  for te s ting i n  Eng l and . Whi le 

Wi l l iarns did n o t  s ay as m uch , it can be p re s  urne d th at the 

re s ul ts o f  the Eng l i sh te s ts we re un favo urab le .  
7 7 

The o utcome o f  thi s Hook -B i rn i e  expedi t i on , there ­

fore , was a few i n fe rior p l an ts an d le ave s  and the con s i der­

e d  opinion ' that to ren de r the m an ufacture of the flax at 
7 0  

New Z e a l an d  producti ve wo uld req ui re an exten s i ve cap i tal ' . 0 

Abo ut a ye ar late r a shipmen t o f  New Ze alan d  timbe r 

was taken from the Bay o f  I s lands i n  the James _ Haye . Th i s  

ve s se l w a s  sen t t o  Eng lan d on beha l f  o f  Blax ce ll & Co , 

whi c h  fi rm pre s umably gave the orde rs to c o l le c t  s p ars in 

New Ze a l an d . The Jarne s Haye remaine d in the Bay from 1 0  to 

15 June 1 81 4  l o ading wi th spars for shipping di re c tly to 

Bri t ain . Apparent ly re lati on s wi th the Maori s we re ve ry 

good an d a c argo , toge the r wi th fre sh s upp l i e s , was barte re d  

for old i ron , fi shhook s a n d  tomahawk s . It i s  i n te re s ting 

that the Jarne s H aye needed on ly fi ve days. to· load i ts timbe r .  

Thi s  s ugge sts th at e i the r the cargo was sma l l  or B ay Maori s 

had been forewarne d o f  the vi s i t .  Pos s i b ly a Maor.i vi s i tor 

to New S o uth Wa l e s  h ad c on t racted wi th the me rchan t s  to s upply 

the i r  ve s s e l  whe n  i t  c a l le d  at the Bay . 
7 9  

7 7 . Wi l li ams to Macq uari e , n . d . , ( AONSW , 4/1 7 2 8 ,  B un d le 
7 ,  i tem 4 6 )  p .  2 2 9 ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  4 6 5 ; S . G . , 2 4  July , 
4 September 1 8 1 3 .  

7 8 . ��. , 2 4  July 1 8 1 3 .  

7 9 .  -� · Mc Laine , Journa l  o f  a Voy �ge from Sydne y  to Eng lan d , 
1 8 1 4 , and o the r wri tings , 1 8 1 3 - 1 5 , ( TSL , Crow the r 
Col le cti on , C 3 8 2 1 ) ; S . G . 2 7  Aug us t  1 8 1 4 ; Shipping 
Arr i va l s  and Departure s , � 8 7 , 8 8 . 
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Sho rt ly a fte r the Jame s Haye le ft the Bay o f  I s l ands 

an adve rti semen t appe are d in the Sydney Gaze tte i n vi ting 

• Me rchants , Trade rs , and Inh ab i t ants ' to a mee ting
' 

to b e  he ld 

on · 2 4  June 1 8 1 4  to form a company which aimed to p l ace 

' an Es tabli shment on New Ze aland , for procuring Flax,  Timbe r 

d h d . • I 8 0  h h b • an ot e r  Commo 1 t 1 e s  . T e men w o e came as soc1 at e d  

wi th the ven t ure i n c l ude d we l l -e s tab li shed Sydney trade rs 

like S i meon Lord and Garnham B lax ce l l , se ttle rs like John 

Di ck s on , Wi l l i am B rough ton an d Edward Smi th Hal l ,  and ships ' 

mas ters like Wi l li am Hove l l , Ri chard Brooke s and Wi l l i arn 

Carnpbe l l . The i r  p urpose in forming a Public Joint S to ck 

Company wi th 2 0 0  s h ares at t s o  e ach was to use the s a le o f  

s tock to rai se  money in a s tagn an t e conomy and to spre ad 

the l i ab i li ty i n vo l ve d  in the spe c ulation . The i n i t i a l  

mee ting de cide d  t o  fo rge ahe ad wi th p lans for the e s tab li sh­

ment pro vide d  that the mi s s ionary ve s se l  Ac ti ve re turned 

s a fe ly from i ts fi r s t  voyage to New Ze aland . ( It did , and 

with g lowing reports �bout Ne\.Y Zealand from the crew and 
81  pas senge rs . ) . 

The 1 company 1 planne d to form its fi rst  e s t ab li s hmen t  

o f  5 0  men at Port Wi l l i am on Stewar t I s land . They we re to 

i n c l ude s awye rs , a b l ack smi th and shipb ui lde rs , as we l l  as 

fl ax worke rs . 8 2  A sm al l cra ft o f  5 0 - 6 0  ton s was to be 

a s s igne d to the s e t t lement and use d  to take flax from the 

s o uth o f  the S o uth I s l an d  across to Stewart I s l an d  whe re 

it wo ul d  be p ro ce s s e d . A l arge r ve s s e l  was to be use d  to 

s ur ve y  the coa s t  an d search for new flax growing areas . 

Inte re s ted Mao ri s we re to be invi ted to j oin in the shipping 

acti vitie s an d othe r s  were to be t a ught how to dre s s  flax 

prope r ly . Abo ve a l l  the leading maxim for race re lation s 

was that Mao ri s were to b e  tre ate d courteous ly and kindly ; 

the aim was , in t ime , to prod uce con fi den ce and m ut ua l  

8 0 . S .(; . , 1 8  June 1 81 4 . 

8 1  . S . G . , 1 6  July , 2 7 A ug us t 1 8 1 4  . 

8 2 . S . G . , 31 De cembe r 1 8 1 4 . The adve rt i semen t  c l aime d  
that on l y  twen ty men we re requi red . 
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friendship an d to make Maoris use ful persons by ' le ading 

them on the p rogre s s i ve Ci vi li z ation ' through the teaching 

o f  Eng li sh and man ua l  sk i l l s . 8 3  Thi s p lan wo uld appe ar 

to ha ve been s ugge sted to the prin cipal s by Robe rt Wi l li ams , 

the ropemake r ,  wi th whom the y  we re negoti ating i n  an e f fort 
. h ' . . 

f h . 8 4  to g a1n 1 s  as s 1 s tan ce o r  t e venture . Howe ve r , the 

Gove rn or ' s  rep ly to the -memori a l  while i t  incl ude d 

en couragemen t  for the ir p l ans , re fused the i r  req ue s t  to be 

in corporated or given a ch arte r and the i r  p lea for a 

monopoly ove r  the trade . He di d agree , nonethe le s s , to 

fon..rard the memo ri a l  to London . 8 5  

The ' company ' ve s s e ls we re manned and re adied for 

New Ze a l and e arly in 1 81 5 . The B rothers , Burne tt , sai le d  
8 6  fo r New Ze aland on 2 5  .Hay . The Trial , Hove ll , s ai led the 

next day and gave its de s tin ation as the Marque s as I s l ands 

vi a New Ze a l and . 8 7  C le a r ly thi s ve sse l  was to l an d  men and 

s upp lies and then to le a ve on an other ven ture . Lord and 

B l ax ce l l , the di rectors o f  the ' company ' ,  repo rted that 

the y we re a l s o  preparing the En de a vour to fo l low the othe r 

ve s se l s  to New Ze alan d . 8 8  

Wi l l i arn  Hove l l  re t urne d  to New South Wale s in comman d  

o f  the Brothers on 1 Novembe r 1 8 1 5 . The cargo he brought was 

reporte d as 2 0  spars and 3 ton s  o f  fl ax 8 9  and the newspape r 

adde d the in fo rmation tha t  ·his  ve s se l  and the Tri a l  had 

been attacked whi le in New Zealan d . 

8 3 .  Lord and othe rs to Macquarie , 3 October 1 81 4 , 
en closed in Macq ua rie to Bathurs t ,  2 4  June 1 8 15 , 
C02 1 0 / 7 7 , f . l 5 b- 1 9 a ;  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  32 3- 7 . 

8 4 . See Appendix .1 .  

8 5 . Macquari e to B ath urs t ,  2 4  June 1 8 1 5 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  V I I , 
5 6 1 . Also Lord and B l ax ce l l  to J . T .  Carnpbe l l , 1 7  
June 1 8 1 5 1 H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 0 1 -2 . 

8 6 . S . G . , 3 June 1 81 5 . 

8 7 .  S . G . , 2 7  May 1 8 1 5 . 

8 8 .  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 0 1 - 2 . 

8 9 . NSW : Co loni al S e c re tary : Naval O f fi ce rs ' Quarte r ly 
Repor t , l Octobe r - 31 De cembe r 1 8 1 5 , ( AONSW , X6 9 9 ) . 



The attack o cc ur re d  unexpe c te d ly on 2 0  Aug us t in 

Kennedy Bay (name d Tri a l  H arbour by Hove ll ) .  Apparently 

the expedi tion had on ly col le cte d two ton s o f  flax and 
9 0  s uppl i e s  o f  pork and potatoe s in the B ay o f  I s l ands .. 

The y then s ai led down the. e as t  coa s t  as far s outh as Cook 

S trai t and called i n  at s e veral b ays and h arbours a long the 

w ay . On one s uch c al l ,  at Kenne dy Bay , they were promi sed 

3 8  

a cargo o f  flax b y  l o c a l  Maori s .  The ve s s e l s  late r  re t urne d  

t o  Kennedy Bay an d t r adin g  negoti ations proceeded une vent­

ful ly unti l s udden l y , local Maori s ,  wi th the he lp o f  anothe r 

Maori n ame d ' Jack a W arra ' whom Ho ve l l  had shipped at the 

B ay o f  I s l ands , attempte d to take ove r  the ve ssels . They 

we re met with m uske t fi re , b ut man aged to ho ld the de ck s 

for fo ur hours . When the E urope an s re gaine d con tro l their 

re venge was swi ft . The swi ve l gun s  aboard the Tri al 

de s troyed many f le e i ng M.aori s whi le a boatlo ad of  s ai lors 

wen t as hore the n e x t  day and razed the vi l lage , the can oes 

and a l l  the food s upp lie s .  Four Europe an s we re de ad and 

four wounded a fte r the attack s . 91  

The E urope ans di sc l aimed any re sponsibi l i ty fo r 

i n ci ting the vio len ce . They he ld that i t  was the type o f  

a c tion that any vi s i tor to the New Z e a land coas t co uld 

expe ct .  The mi s s ion arie s Sam ue l  Mar s den an d Thomas Kenda l l ,  

howe ve r , b l amed the � i s deme anours o f  the mas ters o f  the 

ve s s e l s  for the attack . Mardsen ' s  i n ve s tigati ons in 1 8 2 0  

indi c ated that the a ffai r h ad originate d  as a q uarre l be tween 

the m a s te rs and the local  chie fs . 92  Thomas Kenda l l , a fte r 

ci t i ng evidence o f  H o ve l l ' s  having de fraude d B ay o f  I s l ands 

9 0 . J .  E lde r ,  e d . , Mar sden ' s  Lie utenants , Dunedin 
19 34 ' p .  8 5 . 

9 1 . Elde r , Li e uten an t s , pp . 8 8 - 9 0 ; S . G . , 8 Novemb er 1 8 1 5 ; 
S . H . , 1 7  Novemb e r  1 8 34 .  The l atter so urce c l aime d  
that fi ve Europe an s  we re dead and fi ve wounde d .  

9 2 . J .  E lde r ,  e d . , The Le tters and Jo urn als  o f  Sam ue l  
Ma.rs den , Dune di n , 1 9 32 , p .  2 8 1 .  
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Maori s when tradin g  for s upp l i e s there , asse rted th at 

Hove ll wo ul d have been at faul t as  he was ' an ·  un fi t m an 
• I 9 3 

to go amon g s t  n at 1 ve s  . 

The l imp con c l us ion to the ' company ' invo l vement 

wi th New Ze a l an d  was the s ale · O f the proceeds o f  the ven t ure . 

A smal l  q uan t i ty o f  New Ze a l an d  fl ax , a fi shing s e ine , s ome 

tab le an d floor mats , gum ( po s s i b ly the kauri gum whi ch 

be came a m a j o r  New Ze a land export i n  the e ar ly twe n ti e th 

cent ury ) an d twen ty New Ze a land spars we re o f fe re d  at 

auc tion by Robe rt Jenkins , the pub l i c  a uctione e r , on b eh a l f  

o f  ' The New Ze al an d  Company ' on 9 No vember 1 8 1 5 .
9 4 

The 

' company ' ve s s e l s  also me t un time ly ends . The Brothers \vas 

wre cke d  d ur i n g  a coas tal voyage in 1 8 1 6
9 5  

and the Tri a l  

(whi ch re t urne d  from i t s  vi s i t  t o  New Zea land and ' Eas te rn 

Is lands ' on 9 Aug us t  1 81 6  wi th 30 ton s o f  s andalwo od9 6
) 

was pi rati c a l ly s e i zed in Sydn e y  Harbo ur on 1 2  Sep tember 

1 8 1 6 .
9 7  

The comp any ' s  thi rd ve s s e l ,  En de avo ur , was s o l d  on 

beha l f  o f  the s ha reho lde r s  on 1 Apri l 1 8 1 7
9 8

. �i tho ut e ve r  

havi ng b e e n  t o  N e w  Ze a l an d .  

Thi s  e f fo rt was the l a s t i n vo l vement o f  an y o f  the 

g i an ts o f  e arly Sydney comme rce , l ik e  Sime on Lo rd , Garn h �� 

B l ax ce 1 1  an d Robe rt Campbe l l , i n  the prose cution o f  the 

timbe r and fl ax t rade at New Z e a l an d . Fol lm.;ing thi s 

fai l ure Sydne y me rchants appe a re d  to be ch ary o f  i n vo lve ­

ment w i t h  New Ze a land timbe r an d flax . Those me r c an ti le 

ho us e s  whi ch s trr· vi ve d  the re ce s s ion t urne d the i r  a t te n tion 

to the i n c re as i n g ly pop ul ar a c ti vi ti e s  o f  rai s i n g  l i ve s to ck , 

the exportin g  o f  coarse vmols an d  the fin an cing o f  the new 

wave o f  wha l i n g  and se aling ven t ure s .  

9 3 .  

9 4 .  

9 5 . 

9 6 . 

9 7 . 

9 8 .  

McNab , Tasman , p .  1 9 4 ; E lde r , Lie uten an t s , p .  1 1 2 . 

S . G . , 4 N o vembe r 1 81 5 . 

S .  G . , 7 Septe mber 1 8 1 6 . 

· NSW : Colon i a l  Secre tary : Nava l  O f fi ce rs ' Q ua r te r ly 
· Rep o r t  1 1 july- 30 Septem be r  1 81 6 , ( AONSW , X6 9 9 )  . 

S .  G .  , 1 4  se:p tembe r 1 8� � . .. 

S . G . 1 2 9  March 1 8 1 7 .  
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There was one more colon i al me rchant-spon sored 
voyage to New Z e a l and fo):' timbe r  be fore the l ate 1 8 2 0 s  -
the ship .Ha rrie t whi ch le ft Sydn e y  for the Bay o f  I s l ands 
on 2 3 June 1 8 1 7 . 9 9  Th:i, s  ve s s e l  w a s  di spatched by the fi rm 
o ;f  1Jone s  an d Ri ley , at th at time the foremost merchan t  
ho use in New South Wal e s . Jarne s Jon e s  was the mas te r  fo r 

the voyage . The ship en te re d  the Bay o f  I s lands on 3 0  

June an d s ai le d dire ctly to the K awak awa Ri ve r .  The re the 

task o f  loading the ve s se l  p roce e de d  smooth ly un ti l e arly 

Augus t  alth o ugh Jon e s  l ate r to ld the Sydney Gaze tte that 

he had alw ay s  been on hi s guard in expect ation o f  a Maori 

attack . On 3 Aug us t Jone s w rote to �he CMS mi s si onaries 

in forming them th at n ine o f  hi s c rewmen we re on s trike . 

He was con ce rne d th at the di s s i dents might j oin wi th Haori s 

and s e i ze the ship . Two -mi s sion arie s ,  Hal l and King , went 

o ver to the ve s s e l  the next day and one or othe r o f  them 

remained the re un ti l i t  s ai led . 

Appa re n t ly the loc al Maoris beh aved 1 inso len t ly 1 •  
The i r  actions r ange d from spi t ting at and thre aten ing the 

o ffi cers and crew , to attemp ting to l ure them ashore . The 

b ul lying came to a c limax on 2 2  Aug us t  when e le ven war 

c anoe s· j oine d a fle e t  o f  smal le r c r a ft around the ship . Mo st 

o f  the chie fs we re armed for fi gh t . Pomare ( 1 B urno rri 1 )  

was apparent ly the le ade r of  the expe di tion and when he 

tried to boa rd the ship Jones p re s en te d  a muske t at h im 

and would n o t  le t h im aboard . Pe rhaps too the twe l ve g uns  

with whi ch the H a rri e t  was manne d  encour aged the Maori s to 

s tand o f f.  The mot i ve fo r the threa t  is unc le ar . Jones 

c l aime d that Maori s  from the Thame s and e ven furthe r  a fi e ld 

had arrive d  i n  the Kaw ak awa in the hope of  s haring in the 

spoi l s  o f  the attack . Thi s wo ul d s ugge s t  that i t  was a 

p lanned rath e r than a spon taneo us thre at .  Also the 

imminen ce o f  the Harriet ' s  depa r t ure m ay have encouraged 

the Mao ri s to t ak e  the i tems they wm1 te d  be fore the goods 

and the ve s se l  departed . Furth e rmore the fact tha t  nine 

o f  Jone s 1  crewme n  we re on s trike s ugge s ts that he , or hi s 

o ffi ce rs , we re n o t  c ap ab le o f  de aling fai rly wi th E urope an s  

le t alone the man a c on s ci o us Maori s .  The Harri e t  le ft the 

Q Q  
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Bay o f  I s l ands on 24  Au::r us t and re t urne d to Port Jack s on 

with 1 0 0 0  log s and spars and 5 cwt o f  flax . On 2 2  De cembe r 

1 8 1 7  the ship s a i le d  fo r Eng lan d  wi th a cargo o f  colon i al 

prod uce , 2 9  Nevl Ze aland pine log s and 1 9 9  New Ze aland pine 
l O O  spars . 

THE INVOLVEMENT o f  the m i s s i onari e s  wi th the loading o f  

the Harrie t i l l us trate s  an importan t  aspe ct o f  the trade . 

The pe op le conne c ted wi th the m i s s ion ary socie ti e s ' e s t�b­

li shmen t s  at New Ze a land had a signi fi can t  in fl ue n ce on 

the timber and flax trade . On the i r  own behal f they 

exported carg oe s  o f  tim ber and fl ax to New South Wale s and 

Van Diemen ' s  Land as we l l  as ex pe rimenting wi th the 

prod uc t s  in New Ze aland and te aching Maoris  how to prepare 

timber to E uropean s peci fi cations .  In addi tion the i r  work 

h ad a direct in fl ue n ce on me rchan ts ' in \101 vement in the 

trade . The m i s s i onarie s vli lling ly as s i s te d  me rchan t  

ve s s e l s  to load a t  New Zea land an d m i s s i on ary soci e ty 

o f fi c i als enco uraged the te s ting and promotion o f  the prod uc ·ts  

in Eng l and . 

Sarn ue 1 .Hars den , the New South Wale s  colon i al chap lain 

who wa s re spon s i b le for fo unding and , ini ti ally , fo r di re c t­

ing the CHS m i s si on to New Zea l and , be lie ved that the Maori s ' 

fi r s t  s tep to Chri s ti an con vers ion woul d  be thei r  ' ci vi l ·­

i z ation ' . To en courage s uch a chang e Mars den he ld that 

Maori s sho ul d  b e  ta UJ ht to uti l i ze the p rod uce o f  thei r  own 

c o un try an d to learn the arts o f  the E urope an m an ufa c t ure 

o f  the s ame , on the g rounds that the i r  work in  those p urs ui t s  

wo uld di s tract the i r  atten ti on fr an  ' unc i vi li zed ' acti vi ti e s  

s uch a s  canni ba l i sm and war fare , and also s tim ul ate a de s i re 

to fo l low a E ur ope an li fe s ty le . There fore Mars den p roposed , 

and ·the  parent c anm i ttee o f  the CMS ag re e d , that arti san s  

1 0 0 . W .  H a l l , Di ary 1 8 1 6 -1 8 38 ,  ( NPL/M , �LMSS 1 5 9 7 ) , NSW : 
Colon i a l  Se cre t ary : Nava l  O f fi cers ' Q uarte rly Report , 
1 July- 30 Septembe r 1 81 7 ,  ( AONSW , X6 9 9 ) ; S . G . , 2 8  
June , 1 3 ,  2 0

-
Septem ber , 2 7 Decembe r 1 81 7 ;  Shipping 

Arri val s  an d Depart ure s ,  I ,  1 0 7 . 
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be appointed amongs t the fi r s t  mi s sionari e s  to g o  t o  New 

Zeal an d .  Th us John King , a flax dre s se r  and s hoemak e r , and 

Wi l l i am Hal l ,  a carpen te r ,  we re se le cted and s e nt to New 

Ze a lan d in company wi th the s choolte acher , Thoma s  Kendall ,  

in 1 81 4 . In  addi tion to the mi s si on arie s , the c omp lement 

o f  the fi rs t mi s sion s tation i n c luded three ti ck e t-o f- le ave 

con vi c ts Wa lte r  Ha l l , Henry Sha f fe ry and Ri chard Sto ck -
1 0 1  we l l  - who were to act as  s awye rs and l abo ure rs for the 

mi s s ion arie s .  The se men we re on ly t.he fi r s t  o f  se ve ral 

arti s an m i s si on ari e s  an d con vi ct as s i s tan ts who were 

as s igne d  to the CMS mi s s i on at New Zea land . The ropemaker 

John Cowe l l  who arrived i n  New Ze a land in 1 8 1 9  an d the flax­

dre s s e r  and we a ve r  Jarne s Ham lin who arri ve d  i n  1 8 2 6  were 

later addi tions to the mi s s i on fi e lds . 

Thro ugh the e f forts o f  the se men the CMS mi s s ion to 

New Z e a l an d  s e r ved to p romote the g rowth o f  the timbe r and 

flax trade . The mi s s ion ary arti s ans , toge the r \vi th the 

mis s ion a ry pr;i.,e s ts , showe d Maori s how the p repa re flax fo r 

export an d how to s aw timber to mee t  Europe an r e q ui rements . 

In the e ar ly 1 8 2 0 s  Maori s d i s p l aye d little enth us i asm to 

learn the s e  new ski l l s . Thi s  was bec ause the re was only a 

sma l l  n umbe r o f  m i s s ion ary pe rsonne l avai lable to teach 

them and b e c a use the limited export and domes ti c m a rkets 

p ro vi de d  few opportun i ti e s  fo r Maoris to app ly the knowledge 

a fte r they had acq ui re d  it . The E uropean s ' demarid fo r 

expo rt q uan ti t i e s  o f  timbe r  and flax expande d i n  the late 

1 82 0 s  and Mao r i s  fo und th at an immedi ate and di rec t  bene fi t 

could b e  gained by acqui ring and uti li zing ski l l s  for 

proce s s ing t imber and flax . By then , howe ve r , a l tho ugh many 

Mao r i s  s ti l l t urne d  to the mi s s ion worke rs for t ui tion , the 

task o f  i n s t r uc ting the New Zealanders in the s e  arts  had 

l arge l y  pas s e d  to the E urop e an s awye rs an d flax agen ts who 

had s e t t le d  i n  many parts o f  the country . Nonethe le s s  the 

work o f  m i s s i on ary arti s an s  in p reparing Maoris to contri­

b ute to the b oom i n  the trade i n  the 1 8 30 s  c ann ot be ove r­

looke d .  I t  c an be as s ume d ,  a s  v-1e l l , that S am ue l Mar sden ' s  

1 0 1 . N i cho l as , I ,  3 7- 8 . 



4 3  

own rep ut ation as a s ucce s s ful me rchant and h i s  fe rvent 

intere s t  in cargoe s o f  timbe r and fl ax would have encour­

age d the othe r colon i al mer chants  to at l e as t  remember 

the se products whi le they de voted the i r  ene rgies  to othe r 

fie lds , s uch as wha ling and wool production , in the e arly 

1 8 2 0 s . 

Marsden had a second re ason for emp loying s awye rs 

and fl axworkers in New Ze al and . He was de termined that the 

mi s s ion should to some ex ten t be se l f- s upporting, e spec i a 1 1y 

as  he had pe rsonally out l aye d l l 9 0 0  t o  purc hase an d o ut fi t  

the s chooner Acti ve fo r the s upport o f  the mi s s ion . 1 0 2  

Har sden ' s  ins tructions to the Act i ve ' s  m a s ter , Pe te r Di l l on , 

in Ma rch 1 8 1 4  i n c l ude d hi s w i sh th a t  Jche ve s s e l  ret: urn 

w i th a c a rgo o f  New Ze alan d produce . The fi r s t  voyage 

re t urne d  wi th me rchandi se worth � 30 0 . 1 0 3  The se cond cargo , 

\vh i ch was re turned from the voyage Novembe r 1 8 1 4  - March 

1 8 1 5 , i n c l uded 4 8 4 8  fe e t  o f  timber whi ch at 2 s  6d a foot 

n e t ted £. 6 0 6 , 1 3 4 4  l b  flax at l s  pe r pound re turning J. 6 7 .  4 s  

and assorte d amo un t s  o f  fi sh , pork and p otatoe s b rought the 

total to �6 9 3 . 4 s . 1 0 4  Go ve rnor Macquarie allowed the se 

c argoe s to be en tered duty free ( un like the impre s sion g i ven 

by Nicho l as ) as h i s  contribution to s upporting the work o f  

thi s mi s s i on . Howeve r  when the Act i ve re t urned from the 

B ay o f  I s lands w i t h  a cargo o f  timbe r an d flax in Aug us t  1 8 1 5  

the autho ri ties  di d impose the pre s cribed 1e vy o f  l s  pe r s o l i d  

foot o n  the timber .  Thi s amomted to 4 0  pe rcent o f  the pro ceeds 

from the timber , \vhi ch sold at 2s 6d  a s o lid foot . Marsden 

app roached Gove rnor Macquari e an d poi n te d  out th a t  the levy 

was making the importing o f  New Ze a l an d  timbe r an unattract­

i ve propo s i tion . Macq uarie ' s  respon s e  was to i s s ue a 

Gove rnmen t  Order l ow ering the le vy to 6 d  pe r s o l i d  foot . 

1 0 2 . 

1 0 3 .  

1 0 4 .  

A . T .  Yarwood ,  Sam ue l  Marsden , The Gre at S urvi vor , 
We l lington , 1 9 7 7 , p .  1 6 3-4 . 

Yarwood , p .  1 6 7 . 

Ni cholas , I I , 2 1 3 .  
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De spi te thi s  con ce s s ion the voyage s  o f  the· Act i ve 1 8 1 4 -

1 8 1 9 , whi ch c on centrated on timber an d fl ax c a rgoe s , re s ulted 

in a t r ading lo s s . . In  fact the work o f  the ve s se l  was only 

s us taine d thro ugh the CMS p aying the costs  o f  o ut fi ts , 

mainte n an ce and wag e s  an d the LMS ' s  p rovi si on o f  an ann ua l 
1 0 5  cash g r an t . Inde e d  e ar ly in 1 8 1 9  Marsde n  decided to 

employ the ve s s e l in spe rm whaling whi ch , he hope d , wo uld 

b . f '  1 0 6  d h f h . re t urn a e tte r pro 1 t , an t e mas ter o t e Act1ve , 

Jos ep h  Thompson , told Commi s sione r B igge in De cember 1 8 2 0  

tha t  o f  the p roducts s upp l i e d  by the New Z e a l and mi s si on 1 
' ch i e f l y  timber , a l i t tl e  flax , & some por k ' ,  on ly the 

pork foun d  a re ady m a rket in the colony . 1 0 7  

Once they were settled at New Zea l and and had 

be c ome reason ab ly fl uent in Maori , con fi dent in the ir 

re l ati on s  with .Maori s and know iedgeab l e  abo ut the re so ur c e s  

o f  the vari o us b ays and ri ve rs i n  that country , the mi s s ion ­

ari e s  we re in deman d a s  g ui de s  and interpreters for trade rs . 

Un ti l the mid-1 8 2 0 s  the CMS mi s s ion a ri e s  g a ve a s s i stan ce to 

th t h d . 1 0  8 d c 1 1  d d - 1 o s e  mas e rs w o req ue s te 1 t  an owe _ an Ken aL 

we re i nval uab le in a s s i s ting with the loading o f  the Pro vi dence 

in the H ok i anga in 1 8 2 2 . A fter abo ut 1 8 2 5 , when Henry 

Wi l li ams took contro l o f  the mi s s ion at New Z e a l and , the CMS 

mis s ion a ri e s  do not app e a r  to have been pe rmi tted to as s i st 

in the work o f  trade rs . Thi s wi thdrawal di d not s i gni fi c antly 

a f fe c t  the t rade r s  fo r by that time the numbe r of secul a r  

E urope an re s i dent s in New Ze a land was growing l arge eno ugh 

1 0 5 . 

1 06 . 

1 0 7 .  

1 0 8 .  

Yarwood , p .  1 9 0 . 

E l de r , Lette rs , p .  2 30 .  

Thompson , e vi de n ce , B . T . , Box 2 8 , pp . 7 2 3 7 - 3 9 ; 
H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 9 9 . 

See King and H a l l ' s  \'lork wi th the H arri e t , above . 
Wi l l i am Hal l ' s  j ourn al .de s cribed s imi l ar a s s i s tan ce 
be ing g i ven to at le a s t  six o the r me r chant ve s s e l s . 
See a ls o  E lde r , Lie uten ant , chapte r s  X and XI I .  
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for them to as s ume the medi ating role the mi s s ion arie s had 

di s c arde d .  Howe ver CMS mi s s i onari e s  agre e d  to as s i s t  the 

go ve rnment- spon sore d  timbe r voyages o f  the 1 8 2  O s  and 1 8  3 0 s . 

Sam ue l Marsden went to New Zealan d  to len d  s uppo r t  to the 

loading o f  HNS Drome dary and Coroman de l in 1 8 2 0 , Henry 

Wi. l li ams o f fe re d  advi ce to the maste r  o f  the B uf fa lo on how 

to de a l  with the prob lems o f  trading wi th Maori s i n  1 8 3 3 /  

and the Re v .  A . N . Brown was re spon s i b le fo r g ui ding the same 

ve s s e l into Ngungur u  and Tutukaka in 1 8  38 . 

As we l l  as as si s ting in the timbe r and fl ax trade 

at New Ze alan d  the m i s sionarie s we re also impo r tan t in 

en c o urag ing and promoting the te s ting o f  phormi urn ten ax . 

As e a r ly as 1 8 1 3  Mars den sent ' a  few Thre ads o f  the New 

Ze a l an d  F lax ' to the CMS in London in the hope tha t  they 

would h a ve i t  te s ted by Briti sh authori tie s to see i f  i t  
1 0 9  could b e  de ve l oped as an exportab le produc t . I n  the 

mean t i me Marsden undertook to  spon sor the expe riments o f  

the Sydney ropeworker Robe r t  Wi l l i ams by s upp lying him 

with pho rmi um and purchas ing hi s rope . Thus in  Jun e  1 81 5  

Mar s den was again ab le to forward s amp le s , thi s t ime ,o f dre s se 

flax , to the CMS in London . He a l s o  reque s te d  the i r  s upport 

to g e t Robe rt �"li l liams ' sentence remi t te d  so  that Wi lli ams 

could go ahe ad wi th his  pl an s to found a s e ttlement at New 

Zea land and te a c h  Maori s how to m ake good rope . 1 1 0  The 

samp le s whi ch Marsden had fo rwarded we re sent by the CMS 

to flax expe rts at Kn are sborough . Howe ve r be c ause the 

·spe cimens were too sma l l  the i r  con c lusions abo ut i t s  use ful ­

ne s s  we re tentati ve . They s ugge s te d  that the bes t flax could 

1 0 9 . 

110 . 

Marsden to Prat t , 1 6  Augus t 1 8 1 3 ,  in S .  Mar s den 
Corre spondence , ( DU : Ho ,  MS 5 4 /l 3 ) . 

Mars den to Prat t , 3 0  J·une 1 8 1 5 , i n  S .  Mar s den 
Corre spondence , ( DU : Ho , MS 5 5/ 9 ) . 
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be used to make linen whe re as the poo re s t  could not be 

use d  e ve n  in ropemak ing . The flax wa s also .de s cribed as 

h aving a good colour and they s ugge s ted that a pri ce o f  

S 0 - 6 0 s  pe r hundredwei ght may have been obtained for i t  on 

.the London marke t .  
1 1 1  

Marsden pe rs i s te d  i n  sending s amp le s o f  flax and 

rope to London whi ch the CMS in t urn fo rwarde d to various 

authorities  in c luding the Royal N avy . ln Apri l 1 81 9  the 

n a val commi s s ione rs rep l ie d , on the re cei pt o f  some rope 

and flax , by in forming the CMS that they h ad s ucce s s full y  

te s te d  fl ax sent t o  them on ill1othe r o c casion and h ad in 

con seque n ce re commen ded to the Admi ral on the East India 

Station that he p urchase rope man u fact ured from New Zealan d  
1 1 2  flax for hi s s quad ron . Prat t , S e cre tary o f  the CMS , 

in fo rmed Mars den o f  thi s corre s ponden ce and adde d that the 

CMS had furthe r i n ve s tigate d  the mark e t  .for the New Ze a l an d  

flax . Appare n t ly York shi re man u facture rs· we re impre s se d  

b y  the prospe ct s and h ad re commended that the Soci e ty send 

a ' swing ler ' to New Zealan d  to p art prepare the flax 

be fo re it was exporte d .  More ove r the Soci ety h ad hopes that 

the fl ax would be use ful in mak ing paper whi ch wo.uld l e ad 

to t he e re ction o f  a factory e i the r i n  New South Wales o r  

New Zealand to s upply pape r to the India m arke t .  1 1 3 Late r 

that year the Soci e ty i n s tructe d  i t s  next arti s an m i s s ion ­

ary , Jame s Sheph e rd , to devote time to inve s tigating phorrni urn 

ten ax in New Ze a l an d  an d  adde d that the y  intende d  to send 

the fl ax worke r John Cowe ll to the mi s s ion st ation at New 

Ze a l and . The i r  aim , the y  explained , was ' not mere ly to 

e s tab l i s h  a rope -wa l k  i n  New Zealand , but to promote 

1 1 1 . 

1 1 2 . 

11 3 .  

S .Harsden , Pape rs, Statement re s pe cting a spe cimen o f  
Flax s e n t  to Knare sboro , (NP L/M , CYA 1 9 9 4 ) . 

P rat t to Navy Board , 1 Apri l 1 8 1 9 ; Naval B o ard to 
P ratt , 6 Apri l 1 8 � 9  in S .  Mars den , Corre spon de n ce , 
( DU : Ho ,  MS S G c/1 4 7 , 1 4 8 ) . 

Pratt to Mars den , 8 May 1 81 9 , ( DU :  Ho , MS 5 6 c/ 1 5 3 ) . 



the exportation o f  the materi a l  for the supply o f  rope s 

and othe r work s at home • . 1 1 4  

4 7  

From that time , howe ve r , the work o f  the CMS i n  

p romoting expe rime n t s  with New Ze a lan d  flax was s upe rseded 

by the e f fo rts of the Briti sh and coloni al gove rnmen t s  in 

the s ame fi e ld .  Howe ver cre di t  m us t  b e  given to _Ma rsden 

and the CMS for the i r  pe rs i s te n ce wi th flax and also wi th 

expe rime n t a l  cargoe s o f  New Ze a l an d  timbe rs and fl ax 

de spite the fact that neithe r product was ab le to re turn 

the cost o f  i t s  col lection . 

The m i s s i on a ries also encouraged the p lan s o f  

me rchants to e s tab li sh factori e s  at New Ze aland fo r p ro­

ce s s ing timber and flax .  Thi s spr ang from the mi s s i on arie s '  

de s i re to in culcate Maori s  wi th h abits o f  indus try an d 

' ci vi l i z ation ' .  They be lieved that the residence o f  s e cul ar 

arti s an s  and trade rs  would lend s uppo rt to the i r  own work 

in ci vi l i z i n g . It was also fe lt that the pre s en ce o f  othe r 

E urope an s  an d the shipping that wo uld be nece s s ary to 

se rvi ce the s e  s tation s \vo uld remo ve some o f  the fee ling o f  

i sol ation th at mi s s ionari e s  would expe rience . Th us S am ue l  

Mars den s uppo rte d both the int enti on s  o f  Lo rd and hi s 

co l le ag ue s  to e s tab l i sh a settlement in  1 8 1 0 1 1 5  and the 

s ugge s tion o f  a CMS London exe cut i ve membe r ,  Re v .  Andrew 

Che ap , in 1 8 1 6  that the CMS encour age the fo undation o f  a 

1 1  1 1 N Ze a lan d . l l 6 sma se c u  a r  co ony 1n ew 

There fore in  the pe riod to the mid 1 8 2 0 s  the timbe r 

an d fl ax trade bene fi tted from the pre sence o f  the CMS 

mi s sionarie s in New Ze alan d .  Thei r  continued s a fe ty e n couraged 

me rch ant spon sore d  vi sits and the i r  emphasi s on teachi n g  

' use ful a rts ' went some way to p reparing Maori s fo r tradi ng . 

De a ling wi th mi s s ion aries  also h e lped Maori s in the i r  re lation! 

wi th othe r E u rope an s . In addi tion to the i r  invo l vement in  New 

Zea land , mi s s ionary initi ative s  an d enthusi asm p romoted New 

Ze a l and p ro d uct s , p articul arly fl ax , in co lon i al and B ri t i s h  

markets . 

1 1 4 . 

1 1 5 . 

1 1 6 .  

R . A . A . Sherrin and J . H .  Wal lace , Early Hi s to ry o f  New 
Zea l and , Auck land , 1 8 9 0 , p . 2 6 0 . 

Marsden and the New Ze a l an d  Mi s s ion , pp . 2 6 - 7 . 

Elde r , Let te rs , pp . 2 2 6 - 8 . 
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Part I I I  : 1 82 0  - 1 8 2 7  

THE EARLY t o  mid-1 82 0 s  witne s se d  a pe ri od o f  

e con omi c boom i n  New So uth Wale s and Van Diemen ' s  Lan d . 

Money was inj e cte d into the e conomy from gove rnmen t  spendi ng 

as we l l  as thro ugh B riti sh- funde d g ro up s  s uch as the 

Aus tral i an Ag ri cultural Company and the Van Dieme n ' s  Land 

Company .  Howe ve r  the colon i a l  me rchan ts displayed ve ry 

l i t tle renewe d enthusi asm for the New Zea land timber and 

fl ax trade . The y  inve s ted , i n s te ad , in the growth are as  o f  

lan d , s tock , fi sherie s ,  bui lding and comme rci a l  p urs ui t s  

s uch as  re tai l ing , banki ng and in s urance . 1 1 7  Thi s  was 

re fle cte d in the n ature o f  tran s - Tasman shipping d uring the 

de cade . 1 1 8  

O f  the 1 5 5  ve sse l movements re corde d as leaving fo r 

or re t urning from New Ze alan d  1 8 1 8 -1 8 2 7 ,  le s s  th an a q uarte r 

we re me rchant ve s se ls eng aged in the timbe r and f l ax trade � 

More ove r te n o f  the se eighteen me rch an t  spons o re d  voyage s 

we re unde rtak e n  in one year 1 8 2 7 . 

New Z e aland wate rs  in the e arly 1 8 2 0 s woul d appe ar 

to h a ve been m ai n ly the domain o f  sea lers and wh a l e rs , ' .  

altho ugh go ve rnment and mi s s ion spon s o red voy age s accoun ted 

fo r 22  percent and 16  pe rcen t , re spe cti ve ly , of  the vi s i ts 

to New Zea lan d  from the colonie s during the de c ade . 

The e n th usi asm in the e arly 1 8 1 0 s for impo rting 

flax and timbe r h ad waned for a n umbe r o f  re ason s . The se 

have been o ut line d e arlie r .  Prominent among s t  them was  the 

indi f fe rent re s pon se of colon i a l  and export mark e t s  for the se 

products . The poor p reparati on o f  pho rmi um in New Ze aland 

and the co lon i e s had re s ulted in its re aching the market in 

an un fa vo ur ab le con dition for s a le . For thi s re ason and 

1 1 7 . 

1 1 8 . 

S .Morr i s se y , ' The Pas toral E conomy , 1 8 2 1 - 1 8 5 0 , '  
i n  E s s ays ih Economi c H i s to ry o f  Aus t ral i a , ed . 
J .  Gr1 f fin , 2nd ed�  � · Mi lton , Queen s land , 1 9 7 0 , 
pp . 5 9 - 6 5 .  

See Appendix 2 .  
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because its prope rti e s  we re n ot we l l  unders tood , the re s ult s 

o f  te sts  on New Z e a l and flax varie d  wi de ly an d di d not induce 

a he avy deman d fo r the product . Simi larly the kahik atea1 o f  

whi ch mo s t  e arl y ca rgoe s we re compri sed , prove d  to b e  m1 -

s ui ted for the c on s truction purpose s to whi ch it was put and 

spars o f  that timbe r we re o ften fo un d  to be rotte d in s i de . 

The othe r  maj or re ason fo r the de c l ine o f  inte re s t  was that 

timbe r and flax we re on ly two o f  s e ve ra l  expo rtab le c ommod­

i tie s . in whi ch a co loni a l  merchant could inve s t  hi s time 

and money . The re we re , for ins tance , pork and pe arl she l l  

from the Paci fi c  I s l ands , and wool and agri c ult ura l  products 

from New South Wa le s and Van Diemen ! s  Land . Even wi thin the 

context o f  the vo l ume o f  exports from New Zealand , timbe r  

and flax we re pre cede d b y  a re s urgence o f  sealing and pe l agi c 

sperm wh aling . Many o f  the latte r  products could be taken 

with mo re ease th an timber and flax and the y  conti n ue d  to 

provi de a bette r  re turn on the me rchant ' s  inve s tmen t .  

The initi ati ve i n  the trade in the fi rst fo ur years 

o f  the 1 8 2 0 s  the re fore re s ted large ly wi th the gove rnment 

and mi s s ion sponsored voyage s .  The s e  vi s i t s  kept merchants 

in formed o f  the s tate o f  the trade in Ne'\v Zealand and the 

re action o f  fo re i gn mark e ts to the New Zealand produce . The 

Royal Navy voyage s in parti cular , we re respon s ib le fo r the 

di scove ry o f  source s of timber: s uch as the Hokianga Ri ve r  

and Coromande l Harbo ur and harbo ur s like Tauranga , Manuk au 

and e ven Kaipar a . It  was the exp lorato ry work o f  mi ss i on and 

go ve rnment venture s around the coasts o f  New Zeal and and 

the i r  initi ative s  i n  the te s ting and promotion o f  New Zealan d  

produce i n  the co l on i e s  and Britain , that p rovide d  impe tus 

to me rchant spons o re d  voyag e s  thro ughout th at dec ade and 

beyond . 

Howe ver whi le the re may have been on ly a few me rchant 

sponsored timber and flax venture s to New Z e a land 1 8 1 8 - 1 8 2 6 , 

and whi le little i s  known o f  the se vi s i t s , the i r  contribution 

to the deve lopment o f  the trade sho uld not be unde rrate d .  

These voyage s not onl y  p roduced quantities o f  timbe r an d 

flax fo r expo rt b ut they also pro vi ded me rchants wi th a 

be tter appre ciati on o f  the extent o f  New Zea land ' s  re source s . 
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In parti c ular i t  was the i r  fol lowing up o f  the l e ad g i ve n  

b y  gove rnmen t  and mis sion venture s that demon s trated the 

potenti a l  o f  the trade and the actua l  va l ue o f  the newly 

di s c ove re d s o ur ce s o f timber and flax . Also i n  thi s 

period m e r ch ant ve s s e ls re turne d again to harbours like 

Whang aroa whi ch had fal le n  into di s favo ur earlier in the 

cen tury . 

The Pro vi dence was the fi rs t me rchan t  ve s s e l  to 

ente r the Hok i anga Ri ve r ;  it was fo l lowing the lead o f  

the co loni al  gove rnment s choon e r  Pri n ce Regen t  whi ch had 

s ai le d  i nto the Ri ve r in 1 82 0 .  Moreo ve r  the vi s i t  o f  the 

Pro vi de n ce , whi ch began on 1 9  May 1 8 2 2 , re s ul ted i n  the 

fi rs t export cargo o f  k a uri from that Ri ve r .  Captain Herd , 

maste r  o f  the ve s se l , fo und loc al  Maori s mos t  co-operative 

in both c utting down the tre e s  an d floating the timbe r to 

the ve s s e l1 an d re l ation s between Mao ri and E uropean trade r s  

appe ar to h a ve remained harmonious th rougho ut the ve s se l ' s  

four month s ' s tay . Herd loade d  a cargo o f  5 0 0 -6 0 0  loads 

o f  timbe r a lthough on ly s ome o f  the spars we re o f  s ui tab le 

dime n s i on s  fo r n aval purpose s . Appa rently the Mao ri s had 

c ut many o f  the large r  tree s  too short and thi s  h ad de cre ased 

the i r  va l ue by h al f .  

Thomas Kend a l l  and John Cowe l l , CMS mi s s ion aries  i n  

the B a y  o f  I s lands , trave l le d  t o  the Hoki anga to act a s  

inte rpre te rs for He rd , and t o  ful fi l an instr uction from 

Sam ue l Mar s de n  that the mi s sion ari e s  vi s i t  the Ri ve r .  

Kenda l l  later commented that wi thout hi s help He rd coul d  have 

' done nothing with the nati ve s ' nor ' pro cured a cargo ' .  The 

Captain appe ared to sha re thi s opinion fo r he gave Kenda l l  

a ' gr a t ui ty ' o f  g:1 5 0 in ret urn fo r hi s as s i s t an ce . I t  seems 

that the P rovidence s ai l e d  di re ctly from the Hok i anga to a 

k . h . l l �l.  mar e t  1 n  S out Ame r1 ca .  

1 1 9 . He rd to Cowe ll , 2 8  June 1 8 2 2 , Mr J .  Cowe l l ,  rope ­
make r ,  Le t te rs 1 82 0 -2 3 ,  ( CMS , London Re c ords , 
1 7 7 9 -1 8 8 4 , New Z e al an d  Mi s s ion , C N /0 3 3 , mi cro ­
f i lm , AU ) ; S . G . , 2 ,  1 6  Jan uary 1 8 2 3 ;  J . Binney , The 
Leg acy o f  GUilt :  A Li fe o f  Thomas Kenda l l , Auck l an d , 
1 9 6 8 ,  pp . l 0 4 �6 and n . l 4 .  



Thi s  voyage highl ighte d important facets o f  the 

trade whi ch we re to grow in s igni fi c an ce as the trade 

e xp ande d .  I t  showe d that the Hok i anga could be s a fe ly 

ente red by l arge ve s se l s an d th at a cargo could be taken 

witho ut ri sk or di f fi culty .  The va l ue o f  us i ng re s i dent 

inte rmedi a ri e s , i n  thi s  case mi $ s ion ari e s , was ag ain 

demon s t rated .  Fina lly the une venne s s  i n  the q ua l i ty o f  

the cargo h ad re sulted from Maori un fami li ari ty w i th 

Europe an notion s  such as the nee d to keep the length and 

bre adth o f  sp ars in propo rtion . For thi s reas on i t  was 

not unt i l  E uropean timbermen se ttled in New Zea land that 

the timbe r trade coul d ful ly de ve lop . 

5 1  

Earl y  in 1 8 2 3 the Ame ri can s chooner Cos s ack also 

fi l le d  wi th spars in the Hoki anga . Howe ve r as it was 

le aving the Rive r the s choone r was becalme d and wre cked on 

the bar acro s s  the mo uth . In a le tte r  whi ch was publi shed 

in the Sydney Ga zette the maste r  of the Cos s a ck , John Dix , 

was at pai n s  to stre s s  th at Hoki anga Maori s had o f fe re d  

him an d hi s c rew a l l  po s s ible as s i s tan ce and s uccour and 

recommende d  the Rive r to othe r marine rs provi de d they took 

care to leave on ly \vi th the a i d  o f  a s t rong o ff-shore wind . 12 0 

The timber re source s o f  the Hauraki Gul f we re also 

uti li z e d  by trade rs , app aren tly fo r the fi rst time , in the 

e arly 1 8 2 0 s . In 1 82 3 Pe te r Di l lon , the redoubtab le explorer , 

ship ' s  mas te r  and Paci fi c  t rade r , di spa tche d the S t  Patri ck 

to ' Th ame s ' to load spars unde r the command o f  John Florence . 

The ve s se l  re turned to Va lparai so with a ful l load . 1 2 1  

1 2 0 . 

1 2 1 . 

S .  G .  , 1 6  Jan uary , 2 0 Mar ch , 1 3  Novembe r ,  4 De cember 
1 8 2 3 ;  J . M . R .  Owen s ,  ' The We s le yan Mi s s ion to New 
Ze a l and 1 8 1 9 - 1 8 4 0 1 ,  Ph . D  the s i s ,  Vi ct ori a Uni ve rs i ty , 
1 9 6 9 ' p .  5 8 .  

J . W .  Davi dson , Pe te r Di l lon o f  Van ikoro ; Che valier 
of the South Se as , e d . O . H . K .  Spate , Me lbourne , 1 9 75 , 
p .  9 1 . 



Fo l lowing the s uc ce � s  o f  th,i,s  ven t ure Di. l l on again 

directed the St Patri ck to vi sit New Zealand . Thi s  time 

he was abo ard the ve s s e l as trading maste r .  The voyage 

and tradin g  we re doc umen ted by the thi rd m ate - George 

5 2  

Bayly i n  both a p ub li shed and a m an us c ript j o urn a 1 . 1 2 2  

The S t  Pa tri ck vi sited ·Tahi ti , the S ocie ty I s lands 

and the Cook I s l an ds en  route fo r the ' Thame s ' whe re i t  

ancho red on 3 1  De cembe r 1 8 2 5 .  ' The Thame s ' was a gene ri c 

te rm whi ch cove red both the Hauraki Gul f and the Thame s 

e s t uary . Th us , locating the an chorage , whi ch was de s cribed 

as ' o ff Paroa [Or ' Paroar 'J ,  wi th We s t  I s le s  about h a l f  

a m i le t o  s e award ' ,  i s  di f fi c ult . Pro fe s sor Davidson ' s  

re s e arch le d him to s ugge s t  that the Waiheke Channe l ,  

be twee n  Wai heke and Pon ui I s l ands , was the probab le place . 12 3 

It  i s  like ly that Florence had also taken timbe r from thi s 

are a on h i s  previ o us trip . 

Ini ti a l ly n o  Maori s could b e  fo und to a s s i s t  the 

ve s s e l  to l oad . Howe ve r a chie f ,  Hinaki o f  Waihih i , who had 

vi s ite d Va lp araiso w i th Di llon on an e arlier voyage , came 

o f f to in form Di l lon that the local Mao ri s had re tre ate d 

i n l and to e sc ape the depredation s  o f  the Bay o f  I s lands 

warrio r  Hohgi Hik a .  Di l l on in formed him th at i f  the Mao ri s 

ret urned and c ut timber they wo uld re ce i ve a muske t  or 

equi va len t g unpowde r for e ve ry twen ·ty s pars they c ut dmm 1 
s tripped and rafte d  to the St Patri ck . He announce d that 

s upp lie s wo uld a lso be paid fo r wi th arms and ammuni tion . 

De li cate negoti ation s and as s uran ce s o f  prote ction we re 

unde rtaken during January and by the end o f  the month a work ­

force o f  about 1 0 0 0  men , women and chi l dren g athe red to load 

the ve s se l .  

1 2 2 . 

1 2  3 .  

G .  Bayly , ' Jo urna l  o f  Voyage s to vario us parts o f  the 
World wri t te n  by Geoe Bayly for the amusemen t  o f  s uch 
o f  hi s Friends as  fee l  themse l ve s  di sposed to re ad 
i t ' , Vol 1 s t , ( DU :  Ho , M ,  1 ,  1 4 5 ) , pp . 2 3- 7 3 ;  Se a-Li fe 
Six ty Ye ars Ago , London , 1 8 8 5 , pp . l 2 3-l 4 5 . 

Davi dson , p .  1 0 2  and n .  
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Apparently 5 0  spars remained on the shore o r  i n  the 

bush whe re they had been le ft ,  c ut , a fter the St P at ri ck 

had not h ad room in i ts hold to take them on the previous 

vi s i t .  Fre s h  spars we re prepare d on Waiheke I s land and 

at the Wai roa . Ri ve r ( ' Long Ri ve r ' ) . The trading was  unde r­

taken wi th e ase , i f  Bayly ' s  account i s  to be be lie ve d .  For 

hi s part Di l lon reporte dly speci fied the req ui re d s i ze o f  

the timb e r  and s upp lied the axe s . The re s ult was that : 

The n ati ve s  worke d ene rgeti c a l ly fo r some time , 
and s upp lied the spars as  fast as they coul d be 
taken in and s towed . The tre e s  we re fe l le d  on the 
s i de of a s teep hi l l  opp os i te the ship ; the 
boughs be i ng loppe d o f f ,  they \vere laun che d down 
and usual ly came down wi th s uch rapidi ty that 
fri ction ag ainst the s tanding tree s s t rippe d o f f 

the greate r part o f  the b ark , and the end s tr uck 
deep into the sand . The women and chi ldren then 
s trippe d o f f the re s t  o f  the bark ; then a l l  
h an d s  dragged the spars down i nto the wa te r . 
Twenty , s i de by s i de , we re se cured at e i the r end 
by a set o f  i ron d og s , one being dri ven i n to e ach 
s par , wi th a ch ain thro ugh the eye s  conn e c t ing 
the who le . Three or fo ur canoe s then towe d o f f  
the r a ft an d made i t  fas t  as te rn o f  the s h i p , 
when the chie f re ce i ve d  h i s  m uske t ,  and , a fte r 
s ati s fying himse l f  o f  the goodne s s  of  the lock , 
and admi ring the b rass  mountings , vJOuld go o f f 
de li ghted with hi s barg ain . 1 2 4  

Howe ve r other facts abo ut the voyage s ugge s t  that 

Di llon was not as se l f-suffi ci e n t  in con trolling t rade a s  

Bayly ' s  n arr ati ve imp lied .  The Emi ly , a wha ler , h ad been 

in the Thame s are a ge tti ng s upp li e s  and Di llon took the 

opport un i ty o f  sending a boat and crew from the St  Patri ck 

to the B ay o f  I s l ands aboard the Emi ly when i t  s a i led . Hi s 

men we re i n s tructe d to try and procure the servi ce s  o f  a 

Europe an c arpenter to he lp repair the othe r boats b e longing 

to the S t  Pat ri ck and to re tain the s e r vi ce s  o f  an inter­

prete r . The boat re turned witho ut ge tting the men , b ut three 

days l ate r two canoes arrive d  from the B ay of I s l ands wi th 

two Europ e an s  aboard . The s e  men j oined the crew o f  the St 

Patri ck for the re s t  o f  i ts s tay in New Zealan d . 

1 2 4 . B ay l y , Se a-Li fe , p .  1 2 8 .  
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Througho ut the vi sit re l ations be tween Maori s and 

Europeans we re general ly good and Thames Maor i s  s topped the 

proce s s  o f  c utting and ra fting onl y  twi ce , and on ly then as  

a re s ult of  rai ds by their Ngapuh i  enemie s .  

On 6 Apr i l  1 82 6  the St Patri ck weighed for the Bay 

o f  I s lan ds . As we l l  as fi l ling the ho lds o f  h i s  own ve s se l ,  

Di l lon h ad a l s o  been able to s upp ly HMS Larne with a ful l 

cargo . Hinaki and hi s pe ople we re pre s umab ly pai d the agreed 

rate o f  one m usket fo r twenty spars . However at the Wai ro a  

Ri ver Di l lon w a s  able to purchase 1 6 6  spars for ' 5 8 lb . 

Gunpowde r and 1 5  Hat chets ' ,  the l owe r pri ce apparent ly 

being j us ti fi e d  because on ly 5 0 -6 0  o f  the tre e s  were c ut to 

the requi re d  s i ze . When the St P atrick s a i l e d  for the Bay 

i t  was fi l le d  with spars , s upp lied wi th an abundan ce o f  

potatoe s and h a d  ' the pig stye s ful l . o f  pig s ' .  Afte r 

repairing topm a s t s  and the ship ' s  pump at Kororarek a the 

St Pat ri ck s ai le d  for Calcutta on 2 7  Apri 1 . 1 2 5  

Whan g a ro a  Harbo ur , a fami l i ar source o f  timb er , 

was re -vi s i te d  by timber and fl ax trade rs in  the mid -1 8 2 0s . 

The s a fe and con tin ue d  se ttleme n t  o f  the We s le yan m i s s ion ­

arie s the re req ui re d  and en couraged s hipping vi s i ts to that 

harbo ur . More ove r  the vi s i t  of HMS Drome dary in 1 8 2 0  h ad re­

e s tab li shed some Europe an trus t  in local Maori s . For example 

Captai n  Ran ulp h  Dacre was tradi ng mas ter aboard the Ende avour 

when i t  m ade three vi s i ts in 1 8 2 4 . On his  s e c on d  vi s i t  Dacre 

le ft a barre l o f  g unpowde r with local Maori s to encourage 

them to have a c argo prepared on his re turn . Thi s  seal on the 

agreement appe ared to have worked , for the .Ende avour re turned 

to Sydney wi t h  spars in March 1 82 5 . 1 2 6  

1 2 5 . 

1 2 6 . 

S . G . , 8 ,  1 5  March , 5 Apri l 1 8 2 6 ; H . T . G . , 4 ,  1 1  
Feb r ua ry , 1 Apri l 1:8 2 6 ; Davi dson , pp . 9 9 - 1 0 6 . 

S .  G .  , 5 February , 2 6 August , 1 6  Septembe r 1 8 2  4 ,  1 0  
March 1 8 2 5 ; J . M . R .  Owen s ,  Prophets i n  the Wi l de rne s s : 
The Wes le y an Mi s s ion to New Ze aland 1 8 1 9 -2 7 ,  Auck l and , 
1 9 7 4 , p .  5 6 ; Owen s , ' Hi s s ion • ,  pp . l 4 4 , 1 5 0 .  
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The S t  Mi chae l also  vi s i te d  Whangaroa i n  1 8 2 4 . 

That ship was n o  s trange r to the harb o ur , having been 

respon s ible for taking the We s l e yan s to the ir new s tation 

in 1 8 2 3 .  The owne r an d mas te r  o f  the ve s se l ,  John Be ve r i dge , 

o ften combined h i s  ro le o f  s upp lying mi s sion s tation s 

thro ughout the Paci fi c with acti vi ty in  the pork trade . On 

thi s occas ion he used New Ze alan d  pine to compl e te hi s c argo 

and add to h i s  pro fit . 1 2 7  

Me rch an ts ' in i ti ative s , there fore , incre ased the i r  

know l e dge o f  the quantities o f  timbe r and flax whi ch c ould 

be taken from New Ze a l an d  and of  the s i te s  from whi ch the se 

produc t s  coul d be  s e c ured . Howe ve r the re we re s ti l l  

que s tion s  abo ut the New Ze a l and s i t uation to whi ch me rchants 

req ui red answe rs . Mos t  of  the se re lated to Maori s , to the i r 

at ti t ude s to Europe an s and to comrne rce , an d  to the i r  apti t ude 

fo r the trade . More over me rchants sought ways to ove rcome 

the p rob lems whi ch had made the e arlie r voyage s une c onomi c .  

In p a r.ti c ul a r  the y re quired reg ul a r  s upp lies  of timbe r and 

fl ax , they neede d  to be ce rtain that when a ve s se l  ca l l e d  

a t  Nevl Z e a lan d  i t  wo uld b e  loade d  with o ut de lay and , 

espe c i a l ly in re l ation to timbe r ,  they wanted to e n s ure 

that the products  we re prepared to the spe ci fi cation s whi ch 

woul d fe tch optimum pri c e s  on co l on i a l  an d fore ign marke ts . 

THE ANSWER to the prob lem o f  s upply was to es tab l i sh 

tradi n g  stati on s  around the New Ze a l an d  coast whe re E uro­

pe ans co uld s upe r vi se the preparation o f  the prod uc t s  and 

store them un ti l ve s se ls arrive d . This  ide a  was not new and 

had been the ob j e ct o f  the compani e s  anq merchan ts who 

back e d  the 1 8 1 1 , 1 8 1 3  and 1 8 1 5  voyage s .  S uch a mo ve was a ls o  

be ing moote d both in  Britain and in  the co loni e s  in the 

1 2 7 .  S' . G . , '2 2 No vember 1 8 2 2 , 2 Jan uary 18 2 3 ;  Owen s ,  
PrOphet s ,  p .  5 7 . 
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1 2 8 e arly 1 8 2 0 s .  The oo ten ti al o f  forming settlements in 

New Ze al an d  h ad been demon s trated by the e conom i c  s ucce s s  

o f  the s e a li ng g ang s whi ch were landed aro un d  the so uthern 

coas ts o f  New Ze a l an d  and by the re l ati ve s a fe ty o f  the 

mi s s ionar i e s  who res ide d  in New Zealan d .  Four attempts we re 

made to p l ace E urope an trading s tati on s in New Ze al and 

betwee n  1 8 2 5  and 1 8 2 7 ;  all of them we re , to s ome deg ree , 

plag ue d  wi th finan ci a l  and p l anning di ffi c ulti e s . The two 

settleme n t s  whi ch laste d  long enough to begin prod ucing 

cargoe s demon s trated that s uch a me thod o f  trading was 

both e conomi cally viable an d acceptable to Haori s .  

On 1 1  Apri l 1 8 2 5  the Lewi sham fi rm o f  Thomas and 

Davi d  Asqui th wrote to the Co lon i al O f fice and the Privy 

Co un ci l  Comm i t te e  for Trade in fo rm ing both bodie s that in 

Octobe r 1 8 2 4  they had engaged Wi l l i am Stewart , the man a fte r 

whom Stewart I s l an d  was named , to form a settleme n t  on that 

i s l an d  for 1 c ul t i vating Flax & procuring Timbe r  1 • To that 

end they h ad dispatched the Prin ce o f  D�nmark from London , 

wi th Stewart as master , to New Ze alan d .  The Asq uith s  c laime d 

to h a ve o ut l aye d �5 0 0 0  on their pro j e ct and on the bas i s  o f  

thi s o ut lay they aske d fo r a monopol y  on the t rade from 

Stewart I s l and . 1 2 9  No reply from e i ther go ve rnmen t  depart­

men t  i s  e x tan t ,  howe ve r it can be as s umed that the answe r 

was no . 

In the me an time the Prin ce o f  Denmark was m ak ing 

an unpro fi table t radi ng voyage to the Bay o f  I s lan d s  and 

' di ve rs o th e r  Port & pl aces in the South Paci fi c Ocean ' . 

When thi s ve s se l  ret urned to Sydney in De cembe r 1 8 2 5  it me t 

with a s e cond ve s se l ,  the Lord Rodney , whi ch h ad been 

dispatche d b y  the Asqui th s in Apri l 1 8 2_5 . Stewart was 

in s t r ucte d to l o ad , re fit and sai l to the B ay o f  I s l ands and 

the re to await the arri val o f  the Lord Rodne y .  The Prince o f  
1 30 Denm ark le ft Sydn e y  on 1 9  Jan uary 1 8 2 6  b ut when the Lord 

Rodne y  s ai le d  o n  2 3  Jan uary i t  c arri ed l aboure rs 

1 2 8 .  

1 2 9 .  

1 3 0 . 

For a di s c us s ion o f  thi s  point see pp . 3 1 5 - 6  

Asq u i th s  t o  Co lon i al O f fi ce , 1 1  Apri l 1 8 2 5 , CO 
2 0 1/1 6 6 , f . 5b ,  BT 1 /2 2 3 .  

S . G . , 2 3  January 1 8 2·6 . 
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for the Aus trali an Ag ricultural Company settlement at Por t  
1 31 stephen s .  Inde e d  the Lord Rodney doe s not appear to 

have vi s i ted New Zealand at a l l  be fo re 1 8 3 0 .  

When it le ft Sydne y the Prince o f  Denmark was 

de s cribed as departing for a se aling trip . Howe ve r · all  

that is  l e ft for a v1ri te r trying to re con s truct the e vents  

o f  its  voyage Jan uary- September 1 8 2 6  is  spe culation . 

App are ntly while Stewart was in the B ay o f  Is lands in 1 8 2 5  

he h ad mooted the i de a  o f  a settlemen t  on Stewart I s l an d . 

On h i s  re t urn he was al:He to re crui t  e ight nonde s c ript 

E uropean s  inc luding Wi l l i am Cook , Robe rt Day , Ben j arnin 

Turne r ,  H ugh McCurdy and John Lee who toge the r with 

thei r  Mao ri wi ve s  (n ine women in total ) and an tmen ume rate d 

n Llffib e r  o f  chi ldren , s ai led for Stewart I s l and . 

The se ttlement , cal led Prince ' s  Town by the se ttle rs , 1 :  

was e s tabli shed somewhe re in Pegas us Harbo ur on the so uthe as t 

coa s t  o f  the Is land somet ime be £ore 1 8  April 1 82 6  when the 

men we re repo rted as being stationed the re by Thomas Shepherd 

who was aboard the New Zealan d  Compan y ve s se l  Rosann a .  They 

we re certainly we l l  s et tled by e a rly in May 1 8 2 6 .  Edwin 

P a lme r , a crewman on the seal ing ve s se l  S ally , reporte d  th at 

they we re b ui lding a ve s se l , which othe r write rs  h ave 

e s timated as be ing 6 0 -1 0 0  ton s b urden , that was ' we l l  got on 

. h ' l 3 3  h Wl t w en he le ft Port Peg as us on 9 Hay . 

1 31 .  

1 32 .  

1 3 3 .  

Australian , 2 3  February 1 8 2 6 . 

The Dai ly So uthe rn Cros s ,  6 October 1 8 7 6 . 

A . C .  an d N . C .  Begg , The Wor ld o f  John Bo ultbee , 
Christchurch , 1 9 7 9 , p .  3 0 0 ; ; T .  Shephe rd ,  Jo urn al on 
the Brig Ros an n a  on the Coasts o f  New Ze al and , March 
5 -Novembe r  1 2 , 1 8 2 6 , ( NPL/M , FM 3/1 2 0 ) ,  1 8  Apri l 
1 8 2 6 . 
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Stet.vart le ft the set tlers  wi th s ix mon th s ' provi sion s  

and ' a  l arge cro s s -c ut s aw and a ripping saw , and all  othe r  

too ls  h e  ·co uld fin d , and b lock s  and rope s for drawing the 

log s to the p i t ' whe n  he s ai le d  so uth to re l i e ve a sealing 

gang that he had p re vi ously landed on the An tipode s I s l ands . 

He prom i s e d  to re t urn to the settlement wi th s upplie s b ut 

doe s n o t  s e em to h a ve done so e i the r during that voyage o r  

on h i s n e x t  vi s i t  t o  New Zealand , Novembe r 1 8 2 6 -April 1 82 7 .  

Th us when a s e ale r , John Bo ult.be e , vi s i te d  the 

Asqui th s ' S tewart I s land s tation about Septembe r 1 8 2 7 , he 

fo un d  that the s e t t le rs we re s urvi ving sole ly on a die t  o f  

cock le s , m us s e l s  an d fe rn root . On h i s  return vi s i t  to Port 

Peg as us l ate in  Jan uary 1 8 2 8  Boultbee de s cribed the party 

as ' l i ving mo s t  wre tchedly ' .  They had halted con s truction 

o f  the l arge ve s se l  orde red by Captain S tewart and we re 

trying to b ui ld an e s cape ve ssel o f  2 5  tons to re turn them 

to the Bay o f  I s l an d s  a task they expe cted to comp le te 
. 

h 1 34 1n ten mon t s .  

In fac t  the party was not re l i e ve d  un ti l Pete r 

Wi l li am s  arri ve d  at Port Pegas us l ate in 1 8 2 9 . Wi lliam s  

was e s t ab l i s hing a wha li ng station in  Po rt Pre se rvati on and 

he p e r s uaded the s e t t le rs to assist  h im to set up h i s  

stat i on . Lo cal legen d m aintains that a few o f  the original 

s e t t le rs , in cl uding Wi l lirun Cook , wo rked at the whal ing 

stat i on d uring the se ason and returned t o  Stewart I s l an d  

to con tin ue con s tr uc ting a ve s se l  d uring the s umme r .  In 1 8 3 3  

the 4 9  ton s s choone r Jos eph We lle r was laun ched at Port 

Peg as us .  

As an addi ti on to the timbe r and flax export trade 

the contributi on o f  the Asqui th venture was negligible . 

Stewart ret urne d  wi th one load o f  1 �  ton s o f  flax in 

Septembe r 1 8 2 6 , and h i s  fin a l  cargo ente red aboard the Prin ce 

o f  Denmark ( Ap ri l 1 8 2 7 )  was composed of  an unq uan ti fied b ut 

sma l l  amo un t  o f  flax , pork and potatoe s .  The imp0r tance o f  

the ven ture l ay in  i ts p utting pai d to any furthe r p lan s to 

1 34 .  Beg g , B o ultbee , pp . 2 0 8 -1 2 , 2 1 7 -9 . 
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plac e  t imbe r o r  flax stati ons on Stewart Is l and . 1 3 5 

Howe ve r Wi l l i am Stewart , i f  not on behal f o f  the 

Asq ui ths then pos sibly for the Sydney fi rm o f  Raine and 

Ram s ay , was re spon sible for landing anothe r party o f  

sawyer s /boat b ui lde rs in New Zea l and . Thi s  gang was settle d 

in the H okianga an d was de s c ribe d by Al an Cunningham , the 

co lle c to r  for Kew Gardens based in New South Wale s , as 

being compos ed o f  men from the P rince o f  Denmark ( in h i s  

di ary h e  says o f  the crew ) . He di s cove red them con s tructing 

a 4 0 - 4 2  tons ve s sel  during hi s vi s i t  to the Hok i anga i n  
1 36 S�ptembe r 1 8 2 6 .  The se men l ate r worked at the Te Horeke 

station and do ckyard whi ch w as e s tabl i shed by Raine and 

Rams ay in 1 8 2 7 .  

The se cond Eng li sh sponsore d  at tempt at settlemen t  

commen ce d  with a petition t o  the King from a g ro up o f  

b us ine s smen an d Members o f  Parliament i n  September 1 8 2 5 . 

Th i s  g roup , whi ch in c l uded the Earl o f  Durham , J . W .  B uck le , 

W . S . Mar j o ribank s and R .  El l i ce , i s  us ually re fe rred to as 

the Fi r s t  New Zealand Company on the grounds that the :nen 

cite d h e re we re also associ ated wi th the New Ze alan d  Company 

o f  1 8 3 9 . The ir 1 8 2 5  r:etition req ue s ted th at they be g ranted 

a Charte r o f  In corporati on and de s cribed the i r  aim as be i.ng 

to fo rm a settlemen t  at New Zealand to export timber and fl ax . 

1 35 .  

1 36 . 

S .  G .  , 2 3 Jan uary , 1 7  !-1ay , 2 9 July , 9 Sep tember ,  4 ,  1 8  
Novembe r 1 8 2 6 , 2 ,  2 5  Jan uary , 2 2  March , 2 May 1 8 2 7 ; 
NSW : Colon i al Se cret ary: Reports of  Ve s s e l s  Ar riving 
i n  Port Jack son , July 1 8 2 6 -De cembe r 1 8 2 7 , (AONSW , 
4/5 1 9 8 , WAre , NZMS ree l  6 )  1 , 2 May 1 8 2 7 ;  Raine v 
S tewart & The Prince o f  Denmark , Schoone r ,  NSW : 
Vi ce Adm i ralty Co urt , Case Pape rs , (AONSW , Box 2 / 8 5  8 8 )  ; 
McNab , Murihik u ,  pp . 2 3 7 -2 4 9 ; Howard , pp . 6 8 - 7 9 .  

A .  Cw1ningham , Jo urn a l  in  New Zealand , 2 8 Aug us t - 2 5  
No vember 1 8 2 6 , (AONSW , S Z l l ) , p .  37 ; A .  Cunningham , 
Di ary o f  A .  Cunningham , September-De cember 1 8 2 6 , 
( NPL/M , CY B 7 7 7 ) , P .  2 0 .  
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S ubseq uent di s c us s i ons in the Colon i al O f fi ce also re ve a le d  

that they w an te d  a m onopol y  on exports o f  New Ze a l and 

tim ber and flax as we l l  as mi li tary p rote cti on for thei r  

s e ttlement .  Share s in the propose d  ven ture s old we ll ; 

both E . J .  Wake fie l d  and Dumont D ' Urvi l le c laim e d  that 

f_ 2 0 , 0 0 0  was s unk i nto the pro j e c t .  Howeve r  in Jun e  1 82 6  

the Comm i t tee on T rade advi sed the Ki ng on ly to in corpo rate 

the Compan y  and n o t  to g i ve i t  any ex c l  usi ve pri vi lege s .  1 37 

Me anwh i l e  the ve s se ls hired by the Comp any , the 

Ros anna , Herd an d the Lamb ton , Barn e tt , had been di sp atched 

di re ctly to New Z e a l an d .  It i s  unc l e ar j us t  how m any 

prospe cti ve se tt le r s  we re aboard the ve s se ls - e s tim ate s 

o f  the i r  n un be r  range from 2 5  to 7 0 . Howe ve r  i t  i s  c le ar 

that i n c l ude d am ong s t  them were ship ' s  carpenters , sawyers , 

b l ack sm i th s  and fl ax dre s sers . Jarne s He rd had been appointed 

le ade r  o f  the expedi ti on , p re s  un ab ly be cause o f  h i s  

expe rience i n  New Ze a lan d  in 1 8 2 2  i n  co�nand o f  the Pro videncE 

The s upe ri ntenden t  o £  the proposed se ttlement was to be Thom a� 

Shepherd 1 who a l s o  accompanied the ve s se ls to New Ze alan d .  

From March t o  June 1 8 2 6  the ex pe di tion i n ve s tig ate d 

the s uitab i l i ty o f  s e veral S o uth I s l and lo cations and Port 

N i chol s on as p la ce s  for a pos sib le s e ttlemen t .  It wo uld appe al 

that the spon s o rs had not s tip ulate d  a s i te in New Z e al an d  

for the s e t t leme n t  b ut h ad le ft the choi ce t o  He rd and Shephe J 

They decide d  to con ti n Le the i r  i n ve s tig. ations in n orthern 

harbo urs . The expedi tion seem s  to h a ve tra ve l le d  up the e a s t  

coas t o f  the North Is land t o  the H a ur aki Gul f whe re 

they p urchased t he i s lands o f  Waiheke and Pakihi and 

1 37 .  B a th ur s t  to Lyt t le ton , 2'9 March 1 82 5 , C02 0 1 /1 6 7 , 
f .  2 3lb - 2  32 b ;  Lyttle ton to B ath urst , 30 March 1 8 2 5 ,  
C02 0 1 /1 6 7 ,  f . 2 2 9b-2 30 a ;  Lyt tle ton to Horton , 2 8  
May 1 8 2 5 , C02 0 1 /1 6 7 1  f . 2 3 3b .  The pe ti tion i s  
fo und i n  P C  1 / 4 30 3 and B T  1 /2 2 3 .  See a l s o  She rrin 
and Wa 1 l a ce , p .  2 8 9 ;  0.  Wrig h t , camp . , New Z e a lan d  
1 8 2 6 - 2 7  , We l li ng ton , 1 9 5 0  fhe re a fte r ci te d  
D ' Urvi 1 l eJ ,  p .  1 81 .  
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some l and i n  the Thames e s tu. ary . Reportedly the arri va l  

o f  n ume ro us  fe rocio us -looking Mao ri s ,  [.>rob ab ly from the 

'l,hames ,  ter ri fied the se ttle rs  and they re fused to l and 

the re . Th us on 26  Octobe r 1 8 2 6  the ve s s e l s  arri ve d  in  the 

Bay o f  I s l an d s . He re the pos s i bi l i ty o f  a large n umber o f  

se ttle rs was greete d  wi th enthus i a sm by the Maori s .  Howe ve r 

the expedi tion mo ve d  on to the Hok i ang a .  Some wri te r s  have 

c l aime d that threats from the CMS miss i onarie s  drove the 

s e ttle rs on to the Hokianga whi le con temporarie s , s uch as 

Samue l Mar s den , be lie ved that i t  was always He rd ' s  intenti on 

to e s tab l i s h  the se ttlers in th at R i ve r .  Herd ' s  a ction s 

in the Hok i an g a  p urchasing He rd ' s  Point £RaweneJ on 2 6  

Jan uary 1 8 2 7  an d charting and sounding the Ri ve r  - s ugges te d  

that h e  and Shepherd had de cide d  th at thi s was to b e  the 

s i te for the se t tlemen t .  

But l ate in Jan uary 1 8 2 7  the expedi ti on le ft the 

Hok i ang a .  It arri ved in Sydney on 1 1  Feb ruary 18 2 7 .  He rd 

sold o f f  man y  o f  the assets o f  the Company an d the prod uce 

f h d d . . 1 3 8  1 f o t e voyage an re turne to Brl taln . At e as t  one o 

the Company ' s  i n  tending s ettlers had remained in Ne\v Z e a l an d  

whi le o the r s  re t urne d the re late r on the i r  own account . 1 3 9 

Howe ve r He rd ' s departure marked the end o f  the Company ' s  

o f fici a l  i n vo l vement in New Zealan d .  

Di d the attempt to e s tab li sh a set tlement fai l o r  

was it  abandone d for othe r re ason s ?  One re ason for the 

re turn to New So uth Wale s was pro f fered by Char le s H urs t:­

ho use who , wri ting in  1 8 5 7 ,  imp li e d  that the voyage was onl y  

1 3 8 .  

1 39 . 

Sheph e rd , Journal , (NPL/M , FM 3/1 2 0 ) ;  Darling to 
Husk i s son , 1 0  Apri l 1 82 8 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  XIV , 1 3 3 ,  
9 1 1 -2 ; S . G . , 2 6  De cembe r 1 82 6 , 1 4 , 1 6  Feb r uary , 
3 ,  6 March 1 8 2 7 , 2 1  March 1 82 8 ;  Co loni s t , 3 Sept­
embe r  1 8 35 ;  H .  Wi lliam s , The �arly Journ a l s  o f  
Hen ry Wi l l i am s  1 8 2 6 - 4 0 , ed . L . M .  Rogers , Chri s tch urch , 
1 9 6 1 , 4 Novembe r 1 8 3 3 .  

They wen t to New Zeal an d  aboard the S i s te r  in  
March 1 8 2 7  and settle d  at ' S ari an aci a '  Aus trali an , 
1 8  Apri l ,  9 May 1 8 2 7 ; P .  Di l lon , Narrati ve and 
S ucce s s ful Re s ult o f  a Voyage in  the South Seas , 2 vo l� 
London , 1 8 2 9 , (Da Capo reprin t , l 9 7 2 )  I I , 1 9 5 ,  
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1 4 0  an exp loratory one . Thi s was c le ar ly wrong , for Lovett , 

the m a s te r  o f  the S a l ly , who me t the expedi tion a t  Stewart 

I s l an d , was t o l d  that the sett le rs had plans to s tay in 
1 4 1  New Ze a l and fo r at le ast three ye ars . Al so when the 

S i s ters le ft Hobart for New Ze a l an d  on 6 Sep tembe r 1 8 2 6  i t  

had on board 4 0  s heep and 3 b lack c att le ' fo r  the settle rs 

at New Ze al an d ' .  Pre s umab ly the se we re to ful fi l a req ue s t  

that He rd h a d  forwarded to Van Diemen ' s  Land vi a the S a l ly .  1 4 2  

The apparent fai l ure o f  the Company to s e t t le the 

coloni s ts in Ne�1 Ze aland was at fi r s t  sai d  to be d ue to the 

fact that they h ad not fo und s u f fi cient produce the re to 

h . b . 1 '  f 1 1 4  3 h l h en s ure t e v1 a l J .. ty o a co ony . T e re was a s o  t e 

s ugges tion that , as appe ared to be the case with the WMS 

mi s sion aries in Whangaroa at abo ut the same time , the 

se ttle rs had l e ft New Zea land from fe ar o f  furthe r Maori 

aggre s s i on .  Inde e d  D ' Urvi l le fo und e vidence for the 

Company ' s  c l aim that the Maori s o f  the Haurak i  Gul f had 

de vi se d  a p l ot to attack and strip the ve s s e l s . 1 4 4  

S ome wri te r s  came to b l ame Jame s He rd for the fai l ure 

o f  the voyage and the agg re s s i ve behaviour o f  the Maori s .  

The Sydney Gazette was br utal in portraying the Captain as 

being n e a r  to seni l i ty and re fe rring to him as the ' old 

commodore ' .  S imi l arly , i n  his Febr uary 1 8 2 6  lette r  to 

Edward B i ck e r s te th , the Secre t ary o f  the CMS , S am ue l  Marsden 

exp l aine d that he he ld li ttle hope for the Compan y ' s  s ucce s s . 

He bel i e ve d  that He rd was he ld in l ow regard by the Hok i anga 

Maor i s  bec ause he had de frauded them in 1 8 2 2 . 1 4 5  And 

De loi tte , m a s te r  o f  the Fai th , who vi s i te d  the Hok i anga whi le 

the Company expe di tion was the re , de s c ribed the i r  p !Togre s s  

a s  ' s ca r ce l y  . . •  ab le to e f fe ct any one o f  the i r  ob j e cts ' 

b f l . . 1 4 6  h h t e ca us e  o m utua s usp1 c1on s . B ut per aps t e mos 

1 4 0 . 

1 4 1 . 

1 4 2 . 

1 4 3 .  
1 4 4 . 
1 4 5 . 

1 4 6 . 

C .  H ur s thouse , New Zea l an d  or Zealan di a ,  IT'he Bri tain 
o f  the South , 2 vol s ,  Lopdon , 1 8 5 7 , I ,  3 0 - 1 . 

H . T . G . , 1 0  June 1 82 6 . 

? . T . G . , 9 S eptembe r 1 82 6 .  

S . G . ,  1 4  February 1 8 2 7 ;  Austra li an , 1 1  Feb r uary 1 8 2 7 . 

D ' Urvi lle , pp . l 9 3- 4 ; Austra l i an , 1 1  February ,  4 May 1 8 2 

E l de r , Letters , p .  4 39 .  

S . G . , 2 7  Dec embe r 1 82 6 . 
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damning blast was fi re d by Pete r Di llon ( obvi o us ly a 

bi ase d a utho r )  in a pamph le t  in 1 8 32 propos ing a commerci a l  

se tt lement i n  New Zealand : 

Captain He rd knew nothing whate ve r  o f  the New 
Ze a lande rs , the i r  characte r , lang uage , m anners , 
or c us tom s ; the re s ult was that the expedi tion 
proved a complete fai l ure thro·UJ h  the 
ignoran ce o f  i t s  canmander , who undertook to 
pe r fo nn a d uty for whi.ch he was tota lly 
m fi tte d , . . . . 1 4  7 

Howe ve r  the re m ay ha ve been an alternati ve re ason 

for He rd ' s  s udden departure from the Hoki anga . Hi s 

acti vi ties in Jan uary 1 8 2 7  charting the Ri ve r  and 

p urchas ing land we re not the action s  o f  a de spi sed or 

seni le man . Sim i lar ly the fact that at le ast some o f  the 

coloni sts re turned to New Zealand s ugg e s ts that se ttle r  

dem an ds m ay n o t  have been the re ason that He rd abandoned 

the settlement . I n s tead , i t  has been re cen t ly arg ue d by 

Adm i r a l  Ros s  that He rd pos s ibly abandoned the m i s s ion a fte r  

recei ving the news from J . R .  Kent , who s ai led in to the 

Hok i ang a in comm and o f  the Eli z abe th in Jan uary 1 8 2 7 , that 

the Company had de cided to wi thdraw its sponsorship o f  the 

scheme . 1 4 8 Ce rtain ly He rd receive d  a letter to thi s  e ffe ct 

from h i s  London -base d prin cipals a fter he had ret urned to 

Sydney .  The Company decide d  that the s cheme wo uld prove too 

risky and expen s i ve for pri vate indi vi d uals to fin an ce 

wi tho ut any go ve rnment a s s i s tance or a m onopo ly on New 
1 4 9 Zealan d  exports .  

Whate ve r the re ason for its fai 1 ure the fact rem ai n s  

that the voyage o f  the Ros anna artd the Lambton di d not 

re s ult in the form ation o f  a pe nn anent settlement in the 

Hoki ang a .  Howe ve r  othe r venture s whi ch were on the New 

1 4 7 .  Ci te d  i n  Elde r , Le tt� rs ,  p .  4 39 .  See also Di l lon to 
Rus se ll , 8 Apri l  1 8 4 0 , C02 0 9 /7 , f . 30 8b ; Di l lon , I I , 
1 9 1 -2 . 

1 4 8 .  J . O ' C .  Ros s , Pape r s  1 9 7 3-1 9 76 , (WT u ,  MS P aper s  1 5 0 0 1 
Folder 1 ) , ' John Rodolphus Kent - Maste r  Marine r ' , 
pp . l 0 7 - 9 . 

1 4 9 . Austr a l i an , 4 May 1 8 2 7 .  Thi s  le tter m ight ha ve 
fol lowe d  the line s o f  Lyttleton to Horton , 2 2  
March 1 82 6 , C02 0l /1 7 9 , f . 9lb-9 3a . 
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Ze alan d  coas t at about the s ame t�e as that o f  the Fi r s t  

Ne\<T Z e a l an d  Compan y , and whi ch we re spon sored b y  co loni a l  

fi rm s , did s ucce e d  in thi s ob j e ct i ve . 

On 1 8  Feb r uary 1 8 2 6  the Sydney fi rm o f  Co ope r and 

Le ve y  p laced an adve rti sement i n  the Sydney p re s s  asking 

for s ix men to go to New Zealan d  for e ighteen months to s aw 

pine and s pars . The ve s s e l  prepared for thei r tran sport 

was s a i d  to be sai ling for Ne•.v Zea land on 26 Feb rua ry . 1 5 0  

I t  i s  prob able th at the party e ventua l ly went to 

New Ze a l an d  on the Coope r and Le vey ve s se l  Eli z abe th , J . R .  

Ken t m a s te r , whi ch le ft S ydney fo r a ' spe culative voyage ' 

on 1 4  March 1 8 2 6 . The voyage was to be a multi face te d one . 

The ve s s e l fi r s t  lan ded s e a ling g ang s at D-usky Bay and 

George S ound wi th pro vi si on s  fo r six mon ths . Then Kent 

l an de d  age n t s  at othe r Foveaux Strai t  s ettlements an d on 

Ruapuk e  I s land to col lect flax an d potatoe s for hi s re turn 

carg o . Final ly , a fte r a vi s i t  to the Auck l an d  and Chatharn 

I s l ands in s e arch o f  sea l s , the E l i z abe th sai led for the 

Hok i an g a  whe re i t  arri ved abo ut July . Kent appears to have 

e s tab l i s he d s ome men (pre s umab ly the Coope r and Le vey 

settle rs ) at Koutu Point i n  the Hok i ang a .  Ce rtain ly he le ft 

h i s chie f m ate , John Martin , at Koutu to s upe rvi se the 

c o l l e c t i on o f  a c argo o f  pork and spars when the E li zabe th 

sai le d  vi a Fove aux Strai t on i t s  return voyage to Sydney 

late r that year . The ve s se l  arri ved i n  Port Jack son on 

2 9  De cemb e r  1 8 2 6  with a c argo o f  3 9 0 seal  skins and 2 0  tons 

o f  flax . 1 5 1  A fter rapi dly unloading and re - s tock i ng , the 

E li z abe t h  l e ft fo r the Hok i anga again on 8 January 1 8 2 7 . 

It was pos s ib ly on thi s  voyage that Sam ue l  B utler I son o f  

the ex-CMS m i s s i onary John But le r , wen t  to j oin the s tation . 

The E l i z abe th ' s  ret urn cargo froll). the se cond vi s i t  con s i s t-
. 1 5 2  e d  o f  3 8  ton s o f  salted pork and 3 9  spars . 

1 5 0 . 

1 5 1 . 

1 5 2 . 

S .  G .  , 1 8  Febr uary 1. 8 2 8 .  

Begg , Boultbee , pp . l 36 - 7 , 1 6 7 , 1 7 9 . 

S . G . , 1 0  Jan uary , 2 0  March 1 82 7 .  
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Howe ve r Coope r and Le vey appe ar to have de cided to 

aban don the i r  conne ction with New Ze aland about the mi ddle 

o f 1 8 2 7 .  Ce rtain ly the CMS mi s s i on a ry Hen ry Wi l l i ams he ld 

the view th at Ken t ' s  voyage to the Hok i anga i n  the Eli z abe th 

in May 1 8 2 7  was unde rtaken wi th the intention to ' break up 

the e s tab li srmen t • . 1 5 3  Po s s i b ly the ven t ure had n ot re turned 

the pro fi t s  they had fir s t  envi s age d , or pe rh ap s  Le vey ' s  

departure fo r London late in 1 8 2 6  led h i s  partn e r  to re ­

asse s s  the n ature an d bre ad th o f  the fi rm ' s  c ommi tment . 

Howeve r , whi le the y may have cl osed the s tati on , the fi rm 

di d not s e ve r  i ts conne ction s  with the New Ze a l an d  timbe r 

an d  flax trade . Its ve sse l s  the Indus try an d the Gove rnor 

Macq uarie made reg ul ar vi s i t s  to New Ze a land in the late 

1 82 0 s  and ret urned with mixed cargoe s o f  timbe r ,  fl ax an d 
1 5 4  pork . 

A fte r reaching the Hok i anga Ken t  hande d o ve r  <:::omman d 

o f  the E li z abeth to Wi l l i am  Wi seman whi le he j oined the sma l l  

settlement a t  Koutu Point . He he lpe d t o  load the Coope r and 

Le vey v e s se l , Indus try , wi th the cargo o f  s ix teen ton s o f  

fl ax ,  twe l ve ton s o f  potatoe s ,  twenty spars and three ton s 

o f  pork whi ch we re entere d  on the bri g ' s  mani fe s t  at Sydney 

on 1 Septembe r 1 8 2 7 . Ken t  then re turne d to New S o uth Wale s 
1 5 5  aboard the In dus try . The E li z abe th re turned t o  Sydney 

on 2 3  Septembe r with a cargo of 30  ton s o f  flax the 

1 . f d d h . 1 5 6 
arg e s t  s1ngle cargo o flax re cor e to t at t1me . 

Ken t  was obvious ly not s ati s fie d  to le t the ide a  

o f  a s tation at Koutu die . Be fore he re turned to the Hok i anga 

in No vember 1 82 7  in comman d o f  the Gove rn or Macq uarie ( on 

whi ch the arti s t  Aug us tus Earle was a pas ser1ge r )  Kent 

1 5 3 .  
1 5 4 .  

1 5 5 . 

1 5 6 . 

H .  Wi l l i ams , Journ a l s , 3 1  July 1 8 2 7 .  

See , for examp le , S . G . , 5 Septembe r 1 8 2 7 , 1 0  Novembe r 
1 8 2 8 ,  6 Octobe r ,  5 De cember 1 8 2 8 .  

S . G . , 5 Septembe r 1 8 2 7 ; Reports o f  Ve s se ls Arri ving , 
.{AONSW , 4 /5 1 9 8  and WAre , N ZMS Ree l  6 ) , 2 Septembe r 
1 8 2 7 ;  Begg , Boultbee ,  p .  1 9 9 . 

S . G� , 2 6  Septembe r 1 82 7 ; Begg , Boultbee , p .  2 0 3 .  
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appe ars to have convi n ce d  another Sydney merchan t , Franci s 

Mit che l l , that s uch a settleme nt could be vi able . Th us 

d uring that vi s i t  Ken t p urchased the Koutu land from the 

Maori s and re -e s tab li she d a s awing and pork s tation the re . 

Thi s  s t ation was man aged by Wi l li am Yo ung on Mi tche ll 1 s . 1 5 7  beh a l f  throug ho ut the 1 8 30 s . 

The timbe r s tation and dockyard whi ch was e s tab li shed 

at Te H oreke ( Dept fo rd )  on the b anks o f  the Hok i anga Rive r  

was the be st kn own o f  the se ttlements begun i n  New Zealan d  

i n  1 82 7 .  The land fo r the station vlas purchased by 

Captai n s  Stewart and De loitte apparently on behal f o f  the 

Sydn e y  fi rm Rai ne and Rams ay in Novembe r  1 82 6 . Raine an d 

Ram s ay we re j oi n e d  b y  Gordon Brovme as a co-partne r in thi s 
1 . 1 5 8  spe c u  at1on . 

There doe s n ot appe ar to have been a spe ci a l  re cruit­

ing dri ve to fin d  men for the s tati on . Davi d  Clarke , 

forme rly the mas te r  o f  the colon i al brig Indus·try , was the 

fi rs t S uperintenden t o f  Te Horeke . He move d  the re toge the r 

wi th the s awye r s  who had pre vi o us ly been \vork ing unde r hi s 

g ui d an ce in the H ok i anga and whom Alan Cunni ngham had met 

in September 1 8 2 6 . Othe r Europe an s and some Maori s a l so 

j oi n e d  the s t at i on . Th us when Earle vi s i te d  Te Horeke in 

Novembe r 1 8 2 7  he foun d  a we l l -e s t ab li she d Europe an communi ty 

o f  abo u� 5 0  men , s e ve ra l  b ui lding s i n c l uding a fine ho use for 

the S upe rinten den t  and a ve sse l in the latte r stage s o f  
. 1 5 9  con s t r uct1on . 

1 5 7 . 

1 5 8 . 

1 5 9 . 

Ro� s , D . R .  Ken t ' , (WTu , MS Pape rs 1 5 0 0 , Fo lde r  1 )  ,pp . 
1 0 1 -1 1 0 , 1 3 3 - 5 . 

Browne was a co-partne r i n  Raine and Ram s ay be fore 
he hi r e d the Fai th from the fi rm in Jan uary 1 8 2 7  -

w . c .  Wen tworth , O ffi ce Ac:;_co'unt Book , ( NPL/M , A7 5 9 ) , 
p .  2 3 .  

A .  E ar l e , Narrati ve o f  a Re s iden ce in New' Zealan d , 
e d .  E . H .  McCormi ck , Ox ford , 1 9 6 6 , pp . 6 6 - 7 . 
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The bene fi ts o f  ope rating a E urope an -run timb e r  

s tation bec ame obvio us from the ve ry fi rst cargo o f  Horeke 

timbe r .  Thi s  was shipped to Sydne y abo ard the Fai t h  in May 

1 8 2 7 .  The colon i al p re s s  was unanimo us in dec laring i t  to 

be the fine s t. cargo of timbe r e ver importe d from New Ze a l an d .  

The Aus tr al i an c l aime d that the val ue s terruned l argely from 

i t s  be ing s awe d i n to long enough leng th s  to re ali s e  p remi um 
1 6 0  price s o n  the Sydney market . 

As we l l  a s  preparing export cargoes o f  timb e r , flax 

and othe r New Ze a l and produce the s awye rs and shipwri ghts 

a t  Horeke b ui lt , toge the r wi th s e ve ra l  sma lle r cra ft s , the 

En terpri s e  a 72 ton s s choone r ,  the New Ze a l ande r a 1 4 7  ton s 

bri g an tine1 and the S i r  Ge orge Murray a 3 9 0  ton s ship . 

Howe ver whi le the s tation th ri ved , the fort lme s o f  

the prin c i p a l s  d i d  not . Raine and Ramsay di s s o l ve d  the i r  

partnership late i n  1 8 2 7 .  Rarns ay h ad advi se d  tha t  they 

close Te Ho reke s tati on and re t rench the ir trading intere s t s  

i n  the li ght o f  the looming economi c depre s s i on i n  New S o uth 

Wale s . Raine , he compl aine d , wa s anxi o us ' to m ak e  p urchase s 

and othe rwi se extend the b usine s s • . 1 6 1  Th us Raine turne d  

more to B rowne fo r s upport in the New Ze aland ven t ure . In 

Jan uary 1 8 2 8 Browne opene d the ' New Ze a land Timbe r Whar f [Yarq} 

whi ch b e c ame the o f fi ci a l  o utle t in Sydne y fo r the s a le o f  

produce from Horeke . But l ate r that ye ar Browne le ft fo r 

the Hok i an g a  reported ly to take charge o f  the s tation . In 

fac t Davi d Clark e  remained in charge at Horeke , and Browne ' s  

mo ve was me re ly an at tempt to e s cape hi s cre di tor s . I n  hi s 

1 6 0 . 

1 6 1 . 

S . G . , 7 May 1 8 2 7 ; Aus trali an , 1 1  May 1 8 2 7 .  

D .  Rarns ay to hi s fathe r ,  9 November 1 8 2 7 , i n  D .  
Rarns ay , Pape r s  o f  Davi d  Ramsay , Vo l I ,  Le tters to 
S co tl and , 1 81 8 - 4 3 ,  (NPL/M , MS S 5 6 4 /1 ) , p .  2 4 1 . 
Rarns ay re t ained hi s enthus i a sm for New Zea land flax 
and he l ate r e s tablished a ropewalk in Hobart -
H . T . C , 1 1 7  May 1 8 2 8 ,  
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absence B rown e ' s creditors move d  ag ain s t  him in Septembe r 

1 82 9 .  When he re turne d to Sydney aboard the New Zea l an de r 

in March 1 8 3 0 , n o t  on ly was Browne de c lare d b ank r up t  b ut the 

ve s se l ' s  c a rg o  h ad also been mortgaged by the fi rm to 

anothe r  m e rchan t , Wi l liam Macdon a ld .  The parlous s tate o f  

both the partne r s  and the fi rm de termined tha t  Te Horeke 

and the S i r  Ge orge Murray sho uld be s o ld . Thomas McDonne l l , 

a reti red n aval l i e utenant p urch ased both in Jan uary 1 8 31 . 

He then s et t l e d  i n  the Hok i anga to take charge o f  hi s 

station . Whi le the boatbui l di ng was ce ase d ,  Te Horeke 

remained a m aj o r  export point for Nev1 Ze alan d  timbe r and 
1 6 2  flax th rougho ut the 1 8 30 s . 

IN 1 82 7  New South Wa le s re-exports o f  New Ze a land flax were 

val ue d  at £ 1 7 8 6 . Thi s  s um rep re s en te d a 34 - fo ld i n cre ase 

on the 1 8 2 6  fi gure o f  £ 5 0 . From 1 8 2 7  also , shipments o f  
. b h 1 . b . 1 6  3 t1m e r  c a rgoe s �o t e co on 1 e s  egan to 1ncrease . 

1 6 2 . S . G . , 1 8  February , 2 7  Sep tembe r ,  4 Octobe r ,  2 7  
De cembe r 1 8 2 6 , 7 May , 3 Aug us t  1 8 2 7 , 1 6  Jan uary , 
1 0  De cembe r 1 8 2 8 ,  1 Septembe r 1 8 2 9 , 1 Apri l ,  1 June 
1 8 30 ;  Reports o f  Ve s se l s  Arriving and Departing , 
( AONSW , 4 /5 1 4 0 ) , 2 5  March 1 8 3 0 ; Darling to Huski s son , 

1 0  Apri l 1 8 2 8 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  XIV , 9 32 - 3 ;  She rrin and 
Wal la ce , pp . 36 4 - 8  ; R .  H .  Goddard , ' Capt ain Thomas 
Rai n e  o f  the " S urry "  ' ,  Jo urnal of the Roya l  
Aus t r a l i an H i s tori cal S o c i e ty , XXVI , 1 9 4 0 , n o . 4 ,  
2 7 7 - 31 7 ;  J . O ' C .  Ros s , ' Te Horeke : Pre -Colon i a l  
Shipyar d  and Tr ading E s t ab li shment ' ,  The Re cords o f  
the · New z·e alan d Hi sto ri c  P lace s Trus t , no . 3 ,  March 
1 9 8 0 , pp . l 8 -2 2 .  

1 6 3 . See App endi ce s  7 , 1 7  , 1 8 .  
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There we re economi c re asons fo r thi s in cre ase i n  

carg oe s . Se aling a t  New Zealan d  was i n  de cline . I n  July 1 8 2 6  

the S ydne y  Gaze tte reporte d that the se al rook e ri e s  on the 

New Zealan d  coas ts we re again being rap idly dep le te d . 1 6 4  

Thi s  fact was demon s trated by the re turns o f  con s e c uti ve 

voy ag e s  by the colon i a l  schoone r S am ue l . On 2 8  Hay 1 8 2 6  the 

S am ue l  b rought 34 0 0  s e a l  sk i n s  an d 1 ton of flax to Sydney 

from New Ze alan d . 1 6 5  Its next cargo in Septembe r 1 8 2 6  

compri s e d  on ly 1 0 2  sk i n s . 1 6 6  Other s e a lers we re repor ting 

a s im i l ar de c l i ne i n  the ir harve s ts . The S a lly , Love tt 

mas te r , ret urned to Hob art from a vi s i t  to Stewart I s l an d  

and s o uthe rn New Zealan d  on 6 June 1 82 6 . It had on ly 4 6 0  

se al s k i n s  aboard . Al so i n c l uded in the cargo we re twe l ve 

hundre dwe ight o f  flax . whi ch we re de s cribed as being ' o f 

be auti ful an d s trong fi bre , an d in exce llent con di ti on • . 1 6 7 

Othe r ve s se l s  like the Prin ce o f  Derimark 1 6 8 and the Q ueen 
---

1 6 9 Cha r lotte a l so s upp lemente d the i r  poor seal h unts wi th 

fl ax . The E l i z abeth , Kent maste r , arrived in Port Jack s on 

from a ' se a l i ng voyage ' on 2 9  De cember 1 8 2 6  with a c a rgo 

o f  3 9 0  skins and 2 0  ton s of flax . 1 7 0  

The e c on omie s  o f  both New South Wa les and Van Diemen ' s  

Land were depre s se d  in the late 1 8 2 0 s . Th i s  was partly the 

re s ult o f  exte rn a l  factors s uch as the crash i n  the Eng l i sh 

econ omy in 1 8 2 5  whi ch dried up the flow o f  capi tal to the 

colon i e s , and the de c line in the pri ce o f  wool , the s tap le 

colon i a l  export , on the Eng li sh mark e t . The cri s i s  c a us e d  

b y  the s tagn ation i n  tradi tion a l  mark e ts was deepened b y  

loca l facto r s  s uch a s  harve s t  fai l ure i n  Van Diemen ' s  Lan d i n  

1 8 2 4 -6 , wi de sp re ad sheep dise ase i n  New South Wale s i n  J. 8 2 6 

1 6 4 . 

1 6 5 . 

1 6 6 .  
1 6 7 .  

1 6  8 .  

1 6  9 .  

1 7 0 . 

S . G . , 2 9  July 1 82 6 . 

S . G . , 3 1  May 1 8 2 6 . 

S . G . , 2 7  September 1 82 6 .  

H . T . G . , 1 0  June 1 82 6 . 

S . G . , 9 September 1 82 6 .  

S . G . , 2 8  Jan uary 1 8 2 6 . 

S . G . , 1 8  Mar ch 1 82 6 ; Aus tra lian , 3 0  De cemb e r  1 8 2 6 ; 
Begg , Boultbe e , p .  1 6 7 .  
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and drought s  i n  the colony whi ch re s ul te d  i n  grain shortages . 

The Van Diemen ' s  Lan d e c onomy re ce i ve d  a boo s t  from export­

ing g rain to dro ught-s tri cken New S o uth Wa le s and thro ugh 

the s ucce s s  o f  wha le rs l ike Jame s Ke l ly .  Many New South 

Wale s me rchan t s  hoped that they would make thei r  money i n  

New Z e a l an d  f l ax . 1 7 1  

Pho rmi um tenax h ad seve ral advantage s as a product . 

Above a l l  i t  'l.vas exportab le . I t  attrac ted cus toms con ce s sion s  

and app e a re d  to have a re ady marke t in Gre at Bri t ain . Thus 

altho ugh i t s  val ue on the Nev1 South Wale s  mark e t  appe a rs to 

have de c li n e d  by 4 0  pe r cent i n  the l ate 1 8 2 0 s , flax sti l l  

pro vided l uc rati ve re turn s for me rchants . As an export 

produc t , the re fore , New Zea land flax commended i tse l f  to 

the colon i a l  me rchants who we re facin g  the po ss ibi l i ty o f  

finan ci a l  r ui n  at th at time . 

The b a rte r  me thod o f  trading at New Z e a l and a lso 

encourage d speculation the re in the l ate 1 8 2 0 s . In 1 82 6  

Alan Cunn ingham , the bo tani s t , h ad complaine d tha t  the trade 

with New Ze a l an d  was hampe red be cause coloni al shopkeepe rs 

sold the goods neede d  fo r barte r wi th Maori s at extraordinary 

pri ce s . He c l aimed th at at that time i t  was che ape r fo r an 

intending vi s i tor to New Ze aland to import the goods he 

requi re d for trading di re ctly from London . 1 7 2  Howe ve r  one 

o f  the re a s on s for the deepening o f  the colon i a l  depre s s ion 

was that impo rte d goods contin ued to fl ood onto the marke ts . 

Thi s  c a us e d  a heavy fa l l  in pri ce s , p a rti c ul ar ly i n  1 82 8  and 

1 82 9 . The f a l l  i n  the pri ce o f  trade goods in turn in creased 

the p ro fi t ab i li ty o f  trading at New Ze a land and the reby 

encour age d spe c ul ation . Exports o f  timb er , as we l l  as flax , 

bene fi tte d  from the comparati ve de cre ase in the i r  cos t at 

New Ze a lan d .  

1 71 .  

1 7 2 . 

Mb rr i s se y , pp . 6 3 -5 ; R . M .  Hartwe l l , ' Aust r a l i a ' s Fi r s t  
Trade Cyc le ' , ·Journ al o f  the Royal Austra l i an 
Hi s to r i c a l  S oci e ty ' , XLI I , part 2 ,  1 9 5 6 , 5 1 - 6 7 .  

A .  Cunni n gh am , Di ary , (NPL/M , CY B 7 7 7 ) , p .  4 6 . 
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The ne\v dem and for New Ze aland timber and flax s aw 

th ree ve sse ls whi ch had arri ve d  from London - Fai th 

( Octobe r 1 8 2 6 ) , Harrnony { November 1 8 2 7 )  - and Made i ra Pack e t  

( May 1 8 2 7 )  h i re d  to collect cargoe s  i n  New Zea land . 

Colon i a l  ve sse ls l ik e  the Eli zabe th , fo rme rly a s e a le r , and 

the gene ral trade r s  Gove rnor Macquarie an d In dus try we re a ls o  

d i ve r te d to the t ask o f  serving the flax trade . Another 

ve s se l ,  the s choon e r  Enterpri se , was b ui l t at Horeke in 

1 82 7  and was use d  to shi p timber to New S outh W a le s . 

Thi s  g rowth in imports to New S o uth Wale s  came i n  

the wake o f  the l ong se ries o f  expe riments in trading at New 

Zealand by co l on i a l  and othe r me rchant s  from 1 7 9 3  to the 

l a.te 1 8 2 0 s whi ch were outlined above . The se ven ture s had 

l ai d the fo undati o n s  for the inten s i ve e nterpri se in the 

trade during the late 1 8 2 0 s an d into the 1 8 30 s . The y  h ad 

been ye ars o f  learning during which m arine rs and those 

inte re s ted in us ing the se product s fami li ari z e d  themse lve s  

with New Ze alan d , Maori s , and timber and flax . Gi ven the 

i n c re as e  in mark e t  dem and the previ o us ly haph a z ard 

exp lo i t ation o f  tho s e  New Zealand products gave way to a 

new and booming e ra in the trade . 

The enth us i asm fo r timbe r an d flax h ad also been 

prompted by gove rnments ' mo ve s  to encourage me rchants i n  

th i s  trade througho ut the 1 8 2 0 s . The se i n c l ude d n aval 

s upp lie s from New Ze aland being ente re d duty- free into the 

colon i e s  an d Gre at Britain . In addi tion , Bri ti s h  and 

c o lon i a l  n aval ve s se ls had gone to New Ze aland to se le ct 

cargoe s o f  timbe r an d flax and to fin d  potenti a l  s o urce s 

for the s upply o f  the se product s .  Also o f fi ci a l  tests on 

both commodi tie s  h ad provi si on a l ly g i ve n  s uch posi ti ve 

re s ul t s  that the Commi s si one r o f  Inq ui ry i n  New S o uth Wale s 

and the Briti sh go ve rnment had dire cte d that the te s ting 

and culti vati on o f  phormium tenax and the impo rt ati on o f  

wood from Nev; Zea l an d  should be encourage d .  More ove r  the 

gove rnments had o ffe re d  trade rs some prote ction at New 

Z e a l an d  by $ending n aval ves se ls to patro l the coas ts and 

by ex ten ding the j uri sdi ction o f  colon i al courts to cove r  

c rime s  committe d  i n  New Zealand . 
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The n at ure o f  the trade a t  New Ze a land was a l s o  

chan g i ng . The flax t r ade w.as re vi ved wi tho ut m uch di f fi c ulty 

a fter Maori s ag ree d  to produce s u f fi ciently l arge q uan ti tie s 

o f  f l ax when ve s s e l s  wi th acceptab le trade i tern s aboard 

we re d i spatche d to the New Zea lan d  coasts . A s us taine d 

grow th in timb er expo rts , howe ve r , req uire d  an in fras tr uc t ure 

whi ch i n c l uded Europe an re s i dents . The se men we re neede d  

b e c a us e  they unde r s to od the intri caci e s  o f  the s awn timb er 

and s p a r  mark e t  and be c a use they had to organ i se Maor.i 

lab o ur to do work "Y.rhi ch was ti ring and req ui red the New 

Ze a l ande rs to use i ron an d  s tee l too ls whi ch had been on l y  

re cen t l y  in troduce d to that coun try . · The proce s s  b y  whi ch 

thi s  i n fras tructure g rew had beg un wi th the e ar l i e s t  

con .tacts and h a d  b e e n  c on so lidate d by the arri va l  o f  

co l<::mi s ts fi rs t the m i s s ion ari e s  and then the timb ermen . 

E urope an atti t ude s to trading in New Ze alan d  had 

also changed by the late 1 82 0 s .  The e arli e r  voy agers and 

trade r s  had appro ache d New Ze alan d  shore s  wi th fe ar and 

un ce r tai nty � 1 7  3 Mas te r s  ltle re en j oined to take ' the mos t  

min ute p re c aution s i n  the inte re s t  o f  £the i y  crew , n ot 

forge tting a s ing le one ' . 1 7 4  The se meas ure s i n c l uded 

alway s h a ving loade d fi re arms at han d1 75 , demon s tration s 
1 7 6 o f  fi rep owe r and force , the keeping o f  a s tri ct watch 

b th d d . h 1 7 7  d h . f h . 
o ay an n 1 g  t , an t e e re c t1on o emp or w1 re 

rope n e t s  whi ch we re s t r ung a long the b ulwark in orde r to 

preve n t Maori s from com ing aboard whi le at the same time 

1 1  · t d '  t be c arr1' e d on . 1 7 8 H th t '  a ow1n g  r a  1ng o owe ve r  e n arra 1 ve s  

and a c c o unts o f  voy age s i n  the l ate 1 82 0 s and 1 8 30 s  di d not 

1 7  3 .  

1 7 4 . 

1 7 5 . 

1 7 6 .  

1 7 7 . 
1 7 8 .  

See for ex ample W .  Smi th , p .  2 6 6 ; Bay ly , Se a-Li fe , 
p .  1 34 .  

A .  Sharp, e d ·. , D upe rrey ' s Vi s i t  to New Zealan d  in 
1 82 4 , We l ling ton , 1 9 71 , p .  6 9 .  

J .  S a vage , S ome Ac count o f  New Ze a l and . . .  , London , 
1 8 0 7 ,  ( Cappe r P re s s  reprint , 1 9 7 3 ) , p .  6 ;  Ni cho las , 
I ,  80 ; G . V .  B arrat t , Be l linghausen , A Vi s i t  to New . 
Ze a l an d , 1 8 2 0 , P a lme r s ton North , 1 9 7 9 , pp . 31 ,  5 6  n .  4 6 . 

Hawk e sworth , I I I , 4 5 0 ;  Col l in s , I I , 3 9 2 ; Bayly , Sea­
Li fe ,  pp . l 2 9 - 30 ; W .  Jowe tt , P ape rs , c .  1 81 � -1 8 35 -,-
1wTu ,  Ms Pape r s  1 1 4 1 ) , ' Di ary ' , p .  5 2 . 

Shephe r d , p .  1 7 ; Di l lon , I ,  2 0 8 , 2 1 0 . 

S . H . , 1 7  Novembe r  1 8 3 4 ;  D ' Urvi l le , p .  6 2 . 
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inc l ude de s cription s o f  s uch ' min ute p recauti on s • be ing 

taken .  For i n s tan ce Ear le an d Marring both imp li e d  that board­

ing nets  we re not use d  a fte r 1 8 2 7 . 1 4 9 

Thi s  new E urope an con fi den ce appe ars to h a ve been 

the re s ul t  o f  seve r a l  factors . In large part it arose 

be c a use the fee ling o f  i s o l ation , which had been uppe rmost 

in the minds of the e ar ly trade rs whi l e  they we re on the 

coas t s  o f  New Zealan d , was re lieved by the in c re a s e  in the 

n umbe r o f  mercan ti le voyage s to that country and the 

grm..rth o f  E urope an se ttlement there from the l a te 1 8 2 0 s . 

Th i s  m e an t  that , partic ul a r ly in  the ma.j or harbo urs , an 

indi vidual ve s se l  rare ly fo un d i tse l f  alone among s t  Maori s .  

The trade rs there fore fe lt s a fe r  be ca use the p rotec tion and 

th re a t  o f  re tali ation o ffe re d by the pre sence o f  another 

ve s se l  or Europe an re sidents was as s umed to be a · de te rrent 
. . 1 8 0 . An . . h b f to Maor1 agg re s s 1 on . 1n cre ase 1n t e n urn  e r  o 

vi s i t s  to New Ze alan d  led to mo re acc urate in form a ti on about 

con di tions the re being fi l te red th rough to the colon ie s . 'I'hi s 

wo ul d have been large ly transmi tted by word o f  mo uth a ltho ugh 

some n ewspape r wri ter s  an d othe r authors used the i r  medi um 

as a veh i c le for counte ring what they conside re d to be the 

' un fo rtunate p re j udi ce ' again s t  trading at New Ze a l an d ,  

parti c ul arly i n  re spe ct o f  the di sposi tion o f  Maori s . 1 8 1 Al so , 

colon i al trade rs , maste rs and s ai lors we re mo re expe rienced 

in trading a t  New Zea land . In a s ample o f  1 5 1  o f  the maste rs 

who conm ande d ve s se ls that brought timbe r or flax to Sydney 

between 1 82 9  an d 1 8 39 , 5 6  pe rcent had sk ippe re d a ve s se l in  

1 7 9 . 

1 8 0 .  

1 8 1 . 

Earle , p .  7 5 ; F . E . Marring , Old New Ze a land : A Ta le 
o f  the Good Old Time s . . . by a Pakeha-Maori , 1 8 8 7 , 
( Golden Pre s s  e di tion , 1 9 7 3 ) , p .  2 1 5 . 

J .  Oli ve r  and W . G .  fDixJ , Wre ck o f  the Gl i de , New York 
1 8 4 8 , p .  1 7 ;  E .  Gray lan d , Coas ts o f  Tre ache ry , 
We l lington , 1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 6 . 

For ex amp le , Earle , pp . l 8 3- 4 . 
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that b r an ch o f  tran s -Tasman trade be fore . Some , l i k e  

Cap tain Henry Hay , h a d  more than twen ty voyages to the i r  

c re di t .  h�en i t  i s  cons ide red that whaling o r  othe r voyag e s  

were n o t  incl ude d i n  the sample , and that n o  acco un t  co uld be 

taken o f  the c rewmen ' s  service in New Ze aland , it wo uld 

s eem that between them on ly ve ry few o f  the masters or 

crews o f  timbe r and fl ax trading ve s se l s  wo uld have 

approached New Ze a l an d  for the fi r s t  time in the de cade o f  

the 1 8  30 s .  

Al l the se we re important re asons why co lon i a l  

t.rade r s  came t o  c on s i de r  the New Ze a l an d  timbe r and flax 

trade in a ·mo re p os i ti ve light . Howe ve r they were m e re ly 

rnoti ve s for the rene'\ved intere s t  in timber and flax and , 

more o ve r , co uld have been s ugge sted a s  reasons for an 

i n c re as e  in the trade in any ye ar from abo ut 1 8 2 4  thr o ug h  

t o  1 8 30 .  They a l one do not expl ain why i t  was that 1 82 7  

sho uld have been the year that the trade was begun i n  

earne s t . The an swe r to thi s  q ue s ti on appe ars t o  h a ve l a i n  

wi th e vents in New Ze aland . 

The ye a r  1 8 2 7  proved to be a t urn ing -point for 

E urope an acti vi tie s in New Ze aland othe r than tradi ng . The 

CMS m i s s i onari e s  a l s o  date d the beg inning s o f  the i r  in fl uence 

am on g  Maor i s  both for pe acemak i n g  and for con ve r s i on s  

from abo ut 1 8 2 7  and e spe cially 1 8 2 8 .  There were m any re a son s 

� h . . . h . . . h '  . 1 82 LOr t e Maor1 1 n te re s t  1n C r1 s t1 an 1 ty at t 1 s  t1me . 

Howe ve r , i t  w a s  n o t  wi tho ut signi fic an ce that i t  fol lowe d 

·in the wake o f  the de cl ine and ultim ate de ath o f  Hong i Hik a ,  

the g re at Ng ap uh i  chie f who had re j e cted Chri sti ani ty be c a use 

he be l i e ve d  i t  to be re ligion be tte r s ui ted to a n ation o f  

s l a ve s  than a n ati on o f  warri ors . 

1 8 2 . See for i n s t an ce , H . M .  Wrig h t , Ne.\17 Zeal and , 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0 : 
E arly Ye ars o f  We ste rn Contact , Harvard , 1 9 5 9 , 
chap t e r s  VI I -VI I I ; J . M . R .  OWen s , ' Chri s ti an i ty and 
the Maori s to 1 8 4 0 ' , N . Z . J . H . ,  I I , no . l ,  Apri l 1 9 6 8 ,  
1 8 - 4 0 ; J .  Binney , ' Chr1 s ti an i ty and the Maori s to 
1 8 4 0 : A Commen t', N . Z . J . H . , I I I , no . 2 ,  October 1 9 6 9 , 
1 4 3- 6 5 ;  J .  Binney , ' The Exp an s i on o f  the Mi s s ion s ' ,  
New Ze a l and ' s  Heri tag-e ,I ,  part 2 ,  2 8 1 - 5 . 
Wright a l s o  pro vide s  ex ample s o f  other changes whi ch 
began to o cc ur in Maori society in the Bay o f  Is l ands 
in the l a te 1 82 0 s .  
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The long o ve rdue biography o f  Hongi has s ti l l  not 

been wri tten and nor has the re been an attempt to an alyse 

the n ature or ex te n t  of Ngap uhi in fl ue n ce thro ugho ut 

northern New Zea l an d  during hi s time a s  arik� . Howe ve r 

s ome indi cat i on o f  the nat ure o f  his  a uthori ty was g i ven 

1 n  a lette r wri tten by the CMS m i s si on ary Ge orge Cl arke 

in 1 82 7 .  He wrote : 

It has been hithe rto unde rs tood by the gre at 
body o f  Nat i ves aro und us , that we are in New 
Ze aland s o l e ly for Shunghee ' s  p urpose s , an d 
unde r his  en tire prote c t i on : whi le , ·  on the 
one han d , s uch a s uppo s i t i on on the par t . o f  the 
Nat i ve s  kept them in avJe and a f forde d us a 
mea s ure o f  pe ace ; on the othe r ,  the body o f  
Nati ve s  wo uld take but li ttle.  i n te re s t  in us�" 
for fe ar o f  exci ting the j e alous y  o f  
Sh unghee . 1 8  3 

Clarke was re fe rring to the si t uation in the Bay o f  I s lands 

an d Hong i ' s  e f forts to monopo l i ze the re l ation s  b e tween 

m i s s ionarie s and Maori s there . Th i s  e s senti al ly m eant 

con trol ling who was to re cei ve the goods from the m i s s i on 

s tore s and who was to uti li ze the se r vi ce s  o f  tho s e  

m i s sionari e s . and m i s s i on workers who we re ski lle d g un sm i ths 

and me tal worke rs . 

Hongi appe ars to have exe rci sed a simi l ar sway o ve r  

the trade conducted between Maori s an d those ve s s e l s  v-1hi ch 

vi s i ted the c oas t s  and harbour s  o f  northe rn New Ze a land . In 

fact 'he a lmo s t  s uc ceede d in keeping the rr.ate ri a l  advan tage s 

o f  trading ( pa rti c ul arly arms and arrun uni tion ) a s  the 

p re se r ve o f  the pe op l e  of the Bay o f  I s lands and thei r  a l l i e s . 

More ove r, whe re n e ce s s ary, he e f fe cted h i s  control by fo rce . 

Fo r instan ce the re were the two raids he conducted on 

H a.uraki Maori s whi le they were trading wi th Pe te r Di l lon in 
1 82 7 . Al s o  h i s  last , , and ul tim ate ly fatal , fight wi th the 

Ngatipo u o f  Whangaroa Harbo ur was reporte d ly an e f fort to 

e s tab l i sh h i s  control o ver the timber trade there .
1 8 4  

1 8  3 .  

1 8 4 .  

Cited in Wright , p .  1 37 .  

OWe n s , Prophe t�, p .  1 0 7 . 
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H owe ve r  the we alth o f  the Bay o f  I s lands der i ve d  from 

i t s  being a s a fe harbour whe re ve s se ls co uld re fi t ,  from the 

ab undan ce o f  p ro s ti tute s the re and from i ts s upply o f  pork , 

pota toe s and veg e tab le s . Since n ei ther the Bay ' s  timbe r 

n or i ts flax were o f  export q ua l i ty the trade i n  the. s e .:: 

pro d uc ts c o uld n o t  flo ur i sh tin ti l they co uld be p urchase d 

from e lsewhe re i n  New Zealand . The n ub \vas that the s o urces · 

o f  the be s t  q ua l i ty flax and timbe r in New Zea lan d we re to 

.be fo und a long the e a s t  coast from Mahia to Whang aroa and 

a long the we s t  coa s t  fram Hok i ang a to Kawh ia . And a l l  the se 

p lace s we re within the are a  o f  Ngap uhi nominal dominion . 

Whi le the re i s  no doc ume n tary e viden ce to exp l ai n  

the thi nk i ng 0 f t he pe op le in the se areas i t  i s  po s s ib_le 

tha t  they wo ul d  h a ve been s Ub j e ct to attack1 l ike the Ng atipo u ,  

i f  they had showe d s igns o f  e s t ab l i shing a flo ur i shing t rade 

wi th E uropeans and had th us ' ex c i te d  the j e a lousy ' o f  Hong i 

Hik a .  Pe rhap s  a fe ar o f  be ing a ttacked explai n s  why 

Wai k a to and Bay o f  Plenty Maori s did not start preparin� 

larg e  q uan ti ti e s o f  flax for s a le un ti l 1 82 8 .  Thi s m ay a lso 

have been part o f  the re ason tha t  E uropeans were not 

e n courag e d  to s e t t le in the Bay o f  P lenty , Hauraki Gul f or 

the Hok i ang a ( se e  for i n s t an ce the Maori re action to the 

Fi r s t  New Z e a land Compan y  se ttle rs ) unti l a fte r Hong i ' s  

wounding and the g eneral dec line in Ng ap uhi powe r whi ch was 

e viden t  from e ar ly 1 8 2 7 . It i s  s igni fi cant that tha t  ye ar 

and the n ex t s aw the e s tab li shmen t  o f  timbe r s e ttlements 

· i n  the Hok i ang a ,  the se ttling o f  E urope an traders in Ta urang a 

Harb o ur, and the i n vi tation to J . R .  Kent to tak e  t rade rs to 

Kawh i a .  

Hong i ' s  pre stige had ce rtai n ly been waning i n  the 

l a tt e r m on th s  o f  1 8 2 6  and hi s wo mding was me re ly a vi s i b le 

s ig n  o f  thi s  de c line . I t  i s  p os s i b le that Ng apuhi powe r 

m ig h t  have been s us t aine d had n ot the two potenti al contenders 

for H ong i ' s m an t le 

o f  the Hok i ang a 

Te Whare un u  o f  Kororareka and Mur iwai 

bo th been k i lled early in 1 82 8 .  Thi s  
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left the Ngapuhi without an ariki o f  whom the southern 

trib e s  were afraid . It i s  suggested , therefore , that they 

took advantage of the situat ion . They saw that an 

involvement in the f l ax and t imber trade was one way they 

could get suffic ient arms and ammun i t ion to ensure that 

they would never again be dominated by the Bay o f  I s lands 

Ngapuh i .  Thu s they enthu siastica l ly b egan to prepare 

cargoe s  o f  phormium and wood . 

When f inally T itore emerged a s  the ar�k � of the 

Bay Maori s ,  after the Gir l s ' War in 1 8 3 0 ,  i t  was too l ate 

to rega in a Hong i - l ike dominat ion . T i tore ' s  raids to the 

south , succes sful a s  th ey were in d i s rupting trade and 

terri fy ing local Maori s , were repul s e d  by f i rearms and the 

determinat ion of the southern tribes to defend th emselves 

and the profitab l e  trade with European s that they then 

en j oyed . 

THUS 1 8 2 7  wa s a year of coale scence . The combined e f f e c t s  

o f  several economic inf luences convinced co lonial trader s  

t o  turn their att ent ion again t o  New Z ealand ' s  t irr�er and 

f lax . When they arrived in New Zea land they found that the 

Mao r i s  in the flax and t imber produc ing area s were eager 

to trade and exc i t ed about the antic ipa t ed l iberat ion that 

the t imbe r  and f l ax trade ·t,.;ou ld bring them .  
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Chapter . Two 

The Flax Trade 1 82 8 -1 8 4 0  

From 1 82 8  the flax trade de ve loped a momen t um  and 

charac te r o f  i ts own . In term s  o f  the ton s o f  fibre taken 

from New Ze a l an d  the pe ak years 0 f  the trade we re 1 8 30 -1 8 32 . 

Howe ve r  the p reparati on s fo r and rami fi cat ion s  o f  thi s  boom 

a ffected Europe an tr ading at New Zealand from 1 8 2 8 ,  

througho ut the 1 8 30 s  and beyon d . 

The demand for New Z e a l an d  fl ax was e s tabli shed by 

mark e t  force s in the c o lonie s and Gre at Bri t ain ; the s upp ly 

was reg ulate d by e vents in the flax producing are as  o f  New 

Ze alan d  and Maori s 1  atti tude s to trading . Whi le i t  was the 

demaiid that de te rm ine d the beg inning and ending o f  the boom 

years o f  the trade , i t  was the avai labi lity o f  pho rm i um  th at 

large l y  ex p lained the variation s in the quanti tie s  o f  flax 

th at arri ve d  in the colon i e s  d uring those ye ar s . 

Acti vi ti e s associate d with the flax trade a ffe cted 

more than New Zealand 1 s comme rce . The se arch for the 

quanti tie s  o f  flax whi ch would make the trade
_ 

commerci a l ly 

vi ab le , fo r an cho rage s i n  whi ch ve sse ls  could s a fe ly load 

the pro d uc t , and for Maori s who we re wi lling to c ut ,  prepare 

and s e l l  the fibre re s ulted i n  an: intens i ve ex ploratiqn o f  

the New Z e a land c oas tline and hin te r land . I n  addi ti on the 

stri ving fo r g re ate r e ffi cien cy in the trade m e ant th�t 

merchant s  s et t l e d  re s ident agents in prox imity to m aj or flax 

s upp li e s  thro ugho ut the co untry . And ,  in part , as a re s ul t  

o f  the e n th us i a sm generated for phormium ten ax  and for 

en te rpri s e at New Ze alan d  duriqg the e uphori c years o f  the 

e arly 1 8  3 0 s , the c all for Britain to take control o. f New 

Zealan d  1 s· a ffai r s  in the inte re s t s  o f  trade and trade rs 

be came a c atch-cry for proponents o f  co lon i z ation . 
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THE INCREASE i n  me rchan t in vo l vement i n  the New Ze alan d  

flax trade r api dly fo l lowed the chang e s  in both the e conom i c  

circ um s tan ce s o f  the colon i e s  an d the p rospe cts for trading 

in New Ze al and about 1 8 2 7 . Th us in 1 82 8  the re was a 2 5  

percent in cre ase in the vol une o f  flax re -exporte d from New 

So uth Wale s , the following ye ar s aw a 35 0 percent in cre ase 

on the 1 8 2 8  fig ure and d uring 1 8 30 re - exports rose by 

ano the r 12 3 pe rcen t .  It c an on l y  be ass umed th at the si ze 

o f  the New So uth Wa le s ' imports o f  flax from New Ze al and 

wo uld h a ve in cre ased at le ast at the s ame rate and prob ab ly 

m ore rapi dly during those ye ars . 

The vol ume o f  the trade from New Ze a l an d  was at i t s  

peak i n  1 8 31 i n  whi ch ye ar 1 2 4 0  ton s o f  flax val ue d  a t  f- 2 6 0 0 4  

we re importe d  into New S o uth Wa le s . The ann ual vol unes o f  

re -exports o f  flax we re a t  the i r  maxim un in the fo l lowing 

ye ar . The re appe ars to h a ve been brie f re s urgen ce s in the 

trade in 1 8 34 an d 1 8 3 8 b ut gene rally a fte r 1 8 31 the re was 

a s te ady de cl ine in the q uan ti ties and va l ue  o f  the flax 

importe d  into the colony . 

Compa ring the val ue s o f  New S o uth Wa le s imports 

and re -ex ports o f  New Zea land flax high l ights othe r face ts 

o f  the tr ade and trends i n  the q uanti tie s  o f  flax traded 

thro ug h  New South Wale s . Appen dix 8 re ve als that in the 

ye a rs be fore 1 8  35 the b ulk o f  New Ze a l an d  flax imported in to 

New S o uth Wal e s was de s tined to be re -ex ported to o verseas 

marke t s . From 1 8 35 ,  h owe ve r , the percentage of the New 

Zea l an d  flax that was re -exporte d  de clined mark e d ly and 

a fte r 1 8 37 i t  appe ars tha t  any phorrn i urn  whi ch ente red New 

So uth Wal e s  was used the re . 

The compari son a l s o  shows some unexpecte d  re lation ­

ships b etween the va lues o f  imports and re -exports . For 

ex am p le in 1 8 32 and 1 8 35 the tonnage o f  flax that was re ­

ex p o rted ex cee ded the ye a r ' s  imports . The re ason for thi s 

was p robab l y  that merch an t s  di d not always h a ve  the oppor­

t un i ty to proce s s  and re -export cargoe s  o f  flax b ro ught to 

New S o uth Wale s in the last m on ths o f  the pre ce di ng year . 

Th us fl ax con tained in the se c argoe s appe ared i n  the re ­

ex po r t  total s  for the . fo l lowing ye ar . For the s am e  re ason 
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re=-ex port fig ure s for 1 82 6 -1 82 9  are a q ue s tionab le b as i s  for 

es tim ating the s i ze o f  New South Wale s imports o f  flax 

d uring tho s e  ye ar s . I t  seem s  s a fe to ass une, howe ve r, that 

m o s t  flax imported from New Ze alan d  at that time was 

de s tined for m ark e t s  o ut s i de the co lony . 

Whi le the se ann ual total mo vements in the flax 

trade h ave long been known they h a ve not a l lowed m uch more 

than a crude an a ly s i s o f  the facto r s  whi ch in fl uen ced the 

l e ve l  o f  colon i a l  m e rch ant s '  i n vo l vemen t in the trade . A 

more de tai le d an alys i s  i s  possible us ing m on th ly fig ure s 

for the tot als o f  flax importe d i n to New S o uth Wale s . 1 

Appendix 9 s hows th at the q uan t i tie s o f  flax 

imported e ach month we re i rreg ul ar . There appe ars to be no 

di s ce rn i b le patte rn ; e ven i n  the pe ak ye ars o f  the trade , 

1 8 30 -1 8 32 ,  the re we re s ome months when no imports o f  flax 

we re re corde d .  

The quan t i t i e s  o f  flax whi ch en te re d  New So uth Wales  

in cre ase d as the n un b e r  of  trans - Tasm an ve s se l movemen ts 

in cre ased . The re w a s  a sharp rise i n  the n umbe r o f  ve s se ls 

depa r ti ng S ydne y  for New Z e a land in both 1 8 2 8 and 1 8  30 

and c orre spondi ng up swing s in the arri va l s  from New Ze aland 

in 1 8 2 9  and 1 8 31 .  The ex ten t to whi ch thi s  i n creas e d  shipping 

was i n vo lve d in the flax trade can be seen in that the 

de c l ine o f  the trade was m i rrored in a de c line in shipping 

mo vemen ts for d'eparture s 1 8 30 - 1 8 32 and fo r arri va l s  1 8 31 -

18 3 3 .  2 Re fe ren ce to the q uan ti ty o f  shipping and ind� vi d ual 

voyag e s  a ls o  exp l ai n s  what at fi rs t sight appeared to be 

a re s urgen ce in the trade in 1 8 34 .  In fact three ex cep tion ally 

large cargoe s ( Bardas te r , 2 0 8  ton s  i n  Novembe r , Lo ui s a , 1 35 

ton s in Apri l ,  and E l e an or , 1 3 0 ton s in J un e ) accoun te d  for 

81 percent o f  the flax imported that ye ar . 

Howe ve r  me r c h an ts we re on ly wi ll ing to commi t ve s se ls 

to the tr ade for as l ong as they co uld expe ct to pro fi t  from 

it . Thei r  in come w a s  de te rmined l arg e ly by the pri ce s be ing 

pai d for flax . In thi s reg ard the mo vements i n  pri ce s pai d  

for New Ze a l an d  flax on the New South Wale s m arke t  we re a 

re fle ction � f the con di tions prevai ling in
-

the trade . 3 

1 .  See Appendix 9 .  
2 . See Appendice s 3 , 5 , 6 .  
3 .  See Appen dix 1 0 . 
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The re was a 4 6  pe r cen t decre ase i n  the price p ai d  

for flax i n  New S outh Wa le s . from Apri 1 1 8  31 t o  J uly 1 8  32 . 

Thi s occ urred beca use the se we re the months when the 

gre ate s t  am o tm t  o f  flax was imported . Cle ar ly the colon i a l  

marke t for thi s p rod uct w as g l utte d  and the pri ce fe l l  

according ly . On the othe r hand the stabi lity in the price 

q uote d for flax on the New S o uth Wale s m arket from 1 8  36 

re fle cted the de c line in the trade and a gene ral di sinte re s t  

in the New Ze alan d  product during those ye a.rs . 

The colon i al mark e t  pri ce s \ve re a lso i n f l  uen c:ed 

by the re action o f  the Bri  ti.sh m arke t  to  the New Ze a l and flax . 

For i n s t ance the incre as ing ly large di fference be tween the 

max im urn and minim un price s being p ai d  for flax in New So uth 

Wale s from 1 8  32 , re flected bo th the need to en s ure the 

q uali ty o f  the flax be fore i t  wo uld find a re spon s i ve m arke t 4 

and a report from Bri tain late in 1 6 32 whi ch indi cated that 

there was a £ 1 0  per ton di f fe re n ce be tween the pri ces  o f  the 

be st and wor s t  fl ax on the Lon don marke t .  Simi l a r ly the 

pe aks in New So uth Wa le s price s  in March and S eptembe r- October 

1 8 34 appear to h a ve been a re action to reports that the 

Bri ti s h  m arket fo r flax was s t reng thening and th at the pri ce s  

the re we re incre as ing . 

for fl ax 

co lon i a l  

Howe ve r condition s  and pri ces on the Bri t i sh m arke t  

intere s ted colon i a l  me rchants m uch more than di d 
. 5 pr1ce s . Appendix 8 c le arly shows tha t  the b ulk 

o f  the New Ze al an d  flax was re -ex ported . About 9 4  percent 

of it went to Gre at Bri t ai n6 altho ug h  some also fo und i ts way 

to othe r m a rkets s uch as the Un i te d  Sta te s  o f  Ame r i c a7 and 

Ceylon . 8 Us ual ly the fib re was re -expo r te d  by the me rch ants 

who h ad been re s ponsible for its c o l lection in New Ze alan d  

and s o  vari ation s i n  the pri ce s being paid for flax on the 

London m arke t  were di re c t ly re fle cte d  in the i n te re st 
coloni a l  merchan t s  showed in the product an d ,  in consequen ce , 

in the le v.e:l o f  the trade a t  New Ze a land & 

4 . 

s .  
6 • 

7 • . 

8 .  

S .  G .  , 2 7  June 1 8 31 .  

See Appen dix 11 . 

See Appen dix 1 2 . 

S . H . , 2 6  Jan uary 1 8  37 . 
S .  H .  , 2 4  September 1 8 32 .  
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The b uoyancy o f  the London m arke t  and the repo-rted 
en th us i a sm of the Bri t i s h  go ve rnme n t  to p urchase q uan ti t i e s  

o f  phormi. un we re two o f  the m ai n  re ason s  why co loni a l  

me rchan ts t urne d to col le cting New Z e a land flax i n  the l ate 

1 82 O s . Howe ve r  the colon i a l s  were s oon to di scove r  that the 

London m arke t  w a s  a di f fi c ul t  one in whi ch to s uccee d .  

In i t i a l ly they tho ught that i t  w a s  on ly ne ce s s ary for them 

to ge t the pho nn i  un to the m arke t  for i t  to re.ali ze  premi un 

pri ce s .  Th us the trade rs b undled the fl ax ( dre s se d  o r  g re en ) 

in to b a le s  as tightly as  they coul d9 and sent i t  on i t s  way 

as soon as pos s i b le . 

The fi r s t  warn ing colon i a l  m e rchants had o f  the 

di f fi c ul ti e s  o f  m arke ting flax cam e  in a ba::roadshe e t  i s s ue d  

in Septembe r 1 8  30  b y  the re spe cted London me rchan t  Walte r 

B uchan an . I t  arri ve d  in the co lony abo ut Harch 1 8  31 . H i s  

ci r c ul a r s t a te d  tha t the poor c on di tion i n  whi ch the fl ax 

arri ve d in the United Kingdom made i t  almo st un s ale ab le . 

B uchan an s ugge s te d  how the flax s h o uld be prepared and 

pack ag e d  in orde r to m ake a pro fit ab le s ale . 1 0  Hi s nex t 

ci rc ular , dated 2 4  De cembe r . l 8 30 ,  de s cri bed a worsening 

s i t ua ti on . App a ren tly the Navy had con tr�c ted to p ur chase 

some flax at £4  3 per ton .When it was e ventually de.li  vered the 

fibre was in s uch a fo ul state tha t  the contract was  wi th­

drawn . 1 1  The p r i ce o f  flax on the London m arke t h a l ved a lmos t  

imm e di a te ly from £ 30 - £ 32 per ton i n  September to £ 1 6 - £ 2 5  

by the end o f  the ye ar . On re ce i p t  o f  thi s news in May 1 8 31 

the colon i al p re s s  and s ome colon i al merchants c laimed that 

the flax trade h ad ce ased to be p ro fitab le . 

The fal l  i n  the Lonqon m arke t price undo ub te dly 

contributed to the lowe ring o f  the price fo r flax in New South 
Wale s .  Long -e s t ab li s he d  colon i a l  m e r chants b lame d  i n te r l opers 

for the de c line in the q uality o f  the imported flax . . They 

9 . Some me r chan ts e spec i a l ly imported hydra ul i c  pre ss e s  
f o r  thi s p urpose - J .  Mac l aren t o  Colon i a l  S e c re tary , 
New S o uth Wale s , 7 Sep tember 1 8 31 enc lose d i n  
Darl i ng to Howi ck , 1 0  September 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 1 /2 2 0 , 
f .  36 9 a- 36 9b . 

1 0 . s .  G .  , 1 March 1 8  31 . 
1 1 . S .  G .  , 2 4 May 1 8  31 . 



8 3  

be lieve d  th at the high pri ce s ini tia lly obtaine d for flax 

had encourag e d  m any new ve sse ls and inexpe rienced m a s te rs 

and merchants - to eng age in the tr ade . 'Ihese fledg lings had 

taken whate ve r  flax the Maori s o f fe re d  to them wi tho ut 

reg ard to i t s  q ua li ty o r  whe the r it  was dre s sed or green . 

They had taken li ttle c are in loading the product at New 

Zealan d  and in con sequence the phormi UTI h ad been do used 

in s alt wate r� to its de trimen t .  · Sane wri te rs also c laime d 

that the flax was be ing c ut o ut o f  s eason1 2  in orde r to 

mee t in cre ase d demand . 

The i n ter ference o f- the se i nexpe rience d m en h ad 

a two- fold e ffe ct on the pro fitabi l i ty o f ,  an d th us me rchant 

inte re s t  in , the trade . It mean t  tha t  poor qua l i ty flax 

arri ved on the Bri ti s h  m arke t a l ong wi th the good . Be cause 

there was more o f  the in fe rior flax the lowering o f  the 

pri ce s re fle c te d  the m arke t ' s  re j e ct ion o f  the product . In 

New Ze aland the i r  act i vi tie s had the e ffe ct o f  rai s ing the 

pri ce pai d  for flax and thus furthe r de c re ase d merchants ' 

pro fi ts . App aren t ly m as ters we re so de spe rate to load the i r  

ve s se l s  that they flooded New Ze a land wi th m uskets  and 

arnm lmition, whi ch were the chie f i tem s o f  b arte r at  the time . 

In con sequence Maori dem ands for the se goods we re soon 

1 2 . Thi s  was a con tentio us poin t among contemporarie s .  
The me rchant Be 1 1  claime d  th at i t  was be s t  to c pt 
the l e a ve s  be fo re they got too ripe . ( Be l l  to 
D un aresq , in Dumare sq to Hay , 2 0  Novembe r 1 8 31 ,  
C02 0 1 /2 2 3 ,  f . 36 3a ) an d Thom as McDonne l l , who trade d 
flax , c laim e d  that the trade had s uffe re d  from the 
product s not be ing c ut at the right time ( T .  McDonne l l , 
Extract s from Mr McDonne l l '  s MS . Journ a l , containing 
Obse r vations on New Z e al an d , London , 1 8  34 , p . 1  7 )  . 

Howe ve r Edward Me uran t who was re sident in New . . 

Ze a l an d  from 1 8 2 8  an d c o l le c ted flax at Kawhi a fo r 
seve ra l  years , claimed th at flax co uld be c ut or 
p ul le d at any time o f  the ye ar ( E . Me ur an t , Di re ction s 
for P reparing Falx From the Notebook o f  Mr Muran t , 
inte rpreter to Mr . Corn.'tl l s si one r Spain , no lac ., 1 8 4 4 ) . 



8 4  

sati s fi e d . There fore e i the r the Maori s de c line d to·' prepare 

fl ax un le s s  the o ffering pri ce was conside rably higher than 

us ua l , or they re fused to clean and se le ct the fine st fibre s  

when they knew that they were on ly likely to g e t  the. s ame 

pri ce fo r it as for poor q ua li-ty phorrni urn in an undre s sed 

state . Be c a use o f  the gene ral s c arcity o f  fl ax and the 

over- ab un dance o f  trade rs wi l ling to p urchase i t . e ven the 

' gen uine ' me rchan t s  we re req ui red to take a l l  and any flax 

they we re o ffe re d . 1 3  

The con se q uence o f  the fa l l  i n  the p ri ce o f  flax 

on the London m ark et was a s lowing i n  the trade in the 

midd le o f  1 8  31 . Howe ve r  in Septembe r o f  the same yea r  word 

was re ce i ve d  from Bri tain _ th at the government h ad l e t  a 

con tr act fo r the s upp ly o f  5 0 0  tons o f  New Ze aland flax . 

The Sydney G a ze tte con fi dently pre di cted th at thi s  wo uld 

in cre-ase  both the pri ce and the vol une o f  imports o f  phonni urn . 
1 4  to the c olony . In fac t the p ri ce o f  flax on the New So uth 

Wale s m arke t contin ued to fal l  and the in cre ase in the vol ume 

o f  imports l as te d  on ly unti l the e ar ly mon ths o f  1 8 32 .  

In De cembe r 1 8 31 ' A  m i sg ui de d  New Ze alan d trader ' 

claimed that the fl ax trade was ' washed up ' and that ve s se ls 

engag e d  i n  i t  we re .losing £ 30 0  per voy age . 1 5  Ce rtainly from 

March 1 8 32 there was a m arke d  dec line in the quan t i ti e s  o f  

flax being importe d into New S o uth Wa les . 

A S ydne y  Gaze tte arti cle in February 1 8 32 n oted that 

the p ri ce o f  flax on the colon i a l  market had con tin ued- to 

fal l .  The wri te r  b lamed o ver-anx i o us m e rchants fo r the poor 

q uality o f  the fib re whi ch was being imported .  He s uggested 

that the on ly way to en s ure the q ua li ty o f  the flax was to 

stip ul ate to Maori s that on l y  the be s t  phonn i um  would be 
p urcha s e d  from them . 1 6  Othe r contemporaries con s i de red that 
the trade was fin i s hed . One S ydney re s ident , in a le tte r 

1 3 .  J .  Mac laren to Colon i a l  Se cre t ary , New S o uth Wale s , 
7 Septembe r 1 8  31 , C02 0 1 / 2  2 0 ,  f .  36 6b- 36 7b ; H .  Donn i son 
to C o lon i al Se c re tary , New S o uth Wale s , 8 Septembe r 
1 8 31 ,  C02 0 1 /2 2 0 , f . 37lb . 

1 4 .  S . G . , 2 7  Septembe r 1 8 31 .  P ri ce s  on the B r i t i s h  
m arke t  h a d  ri sen a fte r the news o f  the c on tract was 
p ub li shed H . T . C . , 8 October 1 8 31 .  

1 5 . S . G . , 15 December 1 8 31 .  
1 6 . S .  G .  , 4 Febr uary 1 8  32 . 
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publi shed in a Vah Diemen ' s  Land newspape r ,  s ugge s ted tha t  

the Pri n ce o f  Denmark , whi ch according to the wri te r w a s  one 

of the few ve s se ls s ti l l  eng aged in the flax trade , on ly 

con tin l.Ed to load i t s  sma l l  cargoe s o f  phormi urn as a cove r  

for t.he importing o f  platinum whi ch , h e  c laime d , had been 
. d . . . 1 d 1 7  d1. scovere 1. n  a se cre t  m 1.ne 1. n  New Ze a an • 

Wha t  h ad h appene d ,  in fact , was that the e conom i c  

conditions i n  New S o uth Wale s had impro ved markedly . Woo l , 

and parti c ular ly fine wool , was ag ain re t urning acceptab le 

pro fi t s . Other bran ches o f the Paci fi c trade we re being re ­

opene d _and in New Ze aland the de cade o f  ex ten s i ve bay 

whaling was j us t  commen cing . In short the parti c ular 

econ om i c  condi tions whi ch h ad made the flax trade attracti ve 

to colon i a l  me rchan t s  no longe r pre vai led and the boom ye ars 

of the trade we re o ve r .  

Colon i a l  merchants continued to import flax 

thro ug ho ut the 1 8 30 s , us ua l ly as a part o f  cargoe s whi ch 

were predominan t ly c ompose d of  othe r New Zea land prod ucts  

s uch as pork , bacon , vege table s and wha le oi 1 . 1 8  Fewe r 

me rch an t s  we re i n vo l ved and the amo unt o f  flax be ing re­

expo rted had dwindle d  to next to nothing by 1 8 3 7 .  They h ad 

grown t i re d  o f  h aving the i r  cargoe s re j e cted on the Lon qon 

marke t and fi rmly be lie ved that phormi um ten ax wo uld not 

repay the cost o f  i t s  colle ction unti l some mechanical �eans 

could be fo und for cleaning an d preparing the flax b e fo�e i t  

le ft New Ze aland . 1 9  The de ath kne l l  o f  the coloni al  trade 

1 7 .  H . T . C . , 2 5  February 1 8 32 .  
1 8 .  See Appendix 1 3 .  
1 9 . S . G . , 2 3  Jan uary 1 8 34 ;  Yate , e vi dence , Report from the 

Se le et Canmi t tee on Aborig ines ( Bri t i s h  Se ttlements )  , 
G . B . P . P . , 1 8 37 ,  VI I , ( 4 2 5 ) , p . l 9 9 ; Fi t zRoy , e vi den ce , 
Report o f  the Select Committee o f  the . House o f  Lords 
appoin te d  to enquire into the Present S tate o f  the 
I s l ands o f  New Ze a l and and the Expediency o f  reg ul atins 
the Se tt lement o f  Bri ti s h  S ub j e cts the rein , with 
m i n ute s o f  e viden ce , G . B . P . P . , 1 8 37 - 8 , XXI , ( 6 8 0 )  ( 1 2 3 )  
Lhe re a fter cited 1 8 38 ReportJ , p .  1 6 2 ; J . P .  John son , 
P l ain T r uths told by a Trave l le r Regarding Our Var i o us 
Se t t lements in Aus tra l i a  an d New Ze a lan d , London , 
1 8 4 0 , p .  6 7 . 
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� pe rh ap s  the so und o f  the a uctionee r ' s  h amme r  a s  the 

larg e s t  ropewalk in the colony , that ere c ted by David 

scott & Co on Maclaren ' s Whar f ,  was let and the ropemaking 

machine ry sold in De cembe r 1 8 38 . 2 0  

The de cline in the trade was graphi c al ly i ll us trated 

in the change s in the use to whi c h  New Ze a land flax was p ut .  

The p ro d uct which was o ften he ld to b e  the key to s olving 

Bri tain ' s  prob lem s o f  e n s uring s upp lies o f  rope s an d c an vas 
21  for her n a vy  was by the l ate 1 8  30 s being used , in 'the colon i e ;  

primari ly to s tu f f  mattre s se s  and to fi ll upho ls tery s uch 
2 2  as so fa s  an d , on the C on tinen t , to make che ap bonnets for 

2 3  women .  

Thus s ome o f  the vari ation s in the quantities o f  

flax en te red into New S o uth Wale s each month can be exp lained 

by c o lon i al me rchants ' re spon s e  to the m arke t force s o f  

pri ce an d deman d .  Mos t  o f  the m o vemen ts i n  the le ve ls o f  

import s appe ar to have been re la ted to e ven ts whi ch a ffe cted 

the trading at New Ze a l an d .  

THE ATT I TUDE o f  the Maori s reg ulated the g rowth that 

occurre d in the flax trade from 1 8 2 7 . Bec a use the s ucce s s ful 

prose c ution o f  the trade he avi ly depen ded on the as s i s tan ce 

and goodwi l l  o f  the Maor i s ,  the vari ations in the i r  approach 

to trading and trade r s  we re re fle cted in the vo l um e s  o f  

phormi um imported i n to New South Wale s . 
.. 

No flax was impo rted i nto Sydney i n  September 1 8  30 . 
2 4  Thi s h ad been p re di cted b y  the colon i a l  pre s s  in A ug ust . 

Se ve ra l  re a s on s  we re p ut forward to exp lain thi s ·s udden 

drop i n  wh at appe a red to be a vigoro us and g rowing trade . 

2 0 . Coloni s t , 2 1  July 1 8 36 ;  S . H . , 30 Apri l ,  2 4  De cember 
1 8 3 8 .  

2 1 . See fo r ex ample S . G . , 2 5  Apri l 1 82 9 , 2 7  April  1 8 30 .  
2 2 . S . H . . , 1 3  Ap ri l ,  2 0  J uly 1 3 35 ;  C . C_ . , 4 . Febr uary 1 8 3 7 ;  

�We l l e r  to E .  We l le r , 2 3  Apri l 1 8 36 ,  G .  We l ler , 
Corre s ponden ce wi th E .  We l le r  and o thers . . .  1 8 32 - 6 1 , 
( NPL/M , Al 6 0 9 ) I p .  1 6 1 . 

2 3 . Coloni s t , 1 2  October 1 8 37 .  
2 4 . S . G . , 2 4  Aug us t  1 8 30 .  
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some c l aimed that the s udden dem and for dressed fl ax had 

o ut s tr i pped s upp lies and that thi s was the cause o f  the 

scarc� ty . 2 5  Other s  be lieve d  that the problem lay in Maori s '  

unwi l l ingne s s  to trade . Thi s  was various ly attrib uted to 

either the i r  s uspicion p f  European s  or an o ve r- s upp ly o f  

d . . 2 6  An h 1 . h m uske ts an amm un l  t1on . ot e r  exp an at1on was t at an 

uniden ti fie d  1 quarre l I .  b e tween E uropean s  and Haori s 

(prob ab�ly  a n  al l us i on to the ' Gi rls ' War 1 in the Bay o f  

Is lands ) had di srup te d  tr·ading . I t  was tho ught that the 
2 7  s ucce s s ful c on c l usion o f  the fracas wo ul d re -open the trade . 

Thi s  optimi sm appe ared to be borne o ut by the larg e  amo unt 

o f  flax imported during Oc tobe r 1 8 30 .  Howe ve r imports ag ain 

de cline d m a rkedly in Novembe r an d we re we l l  be low a verage 

for the ye ar in De cembe r .  Jam e s  B usby at tri b uted the latte r 

de cline , whi ch s aw ve s s e ls re t urn ing to Sydney wi th empty 

or near emp ty ho lds , to it  be ing the season when Maori s 

prepared the i r  potato g ro unds and he s ugge s te d  that nothing 
. 2 8  would di s tract the i r  attent i on from that employmen t .  

The s udden incre a s e  in imports e arly in 1 8 31 was , 

in part , acco unted for by a renewed Maori enth usi asm for 

preparing and trading flax . Wi l l i am  Wi l liams , the CMS 

mi s s i on ary , note d  late in De cembe r 1 8 30 that. for the fi r s t  

time the B a y  o f  I s lands Mao r i s  we re showing some avi di ty i n  

preparing flax fo r s a le to E urope ans . Wi l liam s  1 commen ts 

we re prompted a fte r he fo und that the re we re ve ry few Maori s 

re s iden t  in Koro rareka and the Kawak awa are a when he vi s i ted 

those p lace s to t ake servi ce s . ( This was all the more 
s urpri s ing b e cause the con tro l o f  Kororarek a h ad been the 

moti ve behin d  the Gi r l s  1 War whi ch had so  re cen t ly been 

conc l uded . )  He di s cove red that they had gone to va rious 

flax swamps , s uch as those aro und Te Puke (pre s umab ly thi s  

meant the are a behind Wai t ang i ) to colle ct and dre s s  flax 

2 5 .  S .  G .  , 1 7 A UJ us t 1 8  30 . 
2 6 .  s .  G .  , 4 September 1 8  30 . 

2 7 . �G . , 9 October 1 8 30 .  
2 8 .  J .  B usby , A Brie f Memoi r Re l ati ve to the I s lands o f  

New Z e a l and , J une 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 9/l , f . l 8 6 b . 
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in im i tation , h e  be l i'e ve d , o f  the Maoris  to the s o uth who 

had armed them se l ve s by se l ling flax in the years 1 82 8 - 3o . 2 9  

The sharp de c line i n  imports i n  the midd le o f  1 8  3 1  appe ared 

to have been the re s ult o f  war fare between B ay o f  I s lands 

Maori s and those o f  T a uranga the se two be ing the major 
h . 30 

cen tre s o f  the trade at t at t1me . Pe ace was re -e s tab li she d 
during Aug us t 31 and thi s  was re fle cted in the l arge exp ort 

cargoe s o f  Septembe r to No vembe r .  The absence o f  flax 

imports in De cembe r p robably arose from the s am e  re ason s  

as in 1 8 30 b ut was a ttrib uted , in the Sydney Gaze tte , to 

Maori s h a ving be come ve ry l a z y  an d unwi l ling to s crape 

h . b 32 flax or c op t1m er . 

War fare i n  New Ze a l and ag ain seri o us ly di s r upte d  

trade i n  1 8 32 .  The trading year h ad beg un we l l  wi th large 

q uan tities  being importe d in Jan uary an d Febr uary . New 

Ze alan d  was reporte d ly at pe ace d uring those months although 

the thre ats o f  w ar h ad led to an i n c reased demand for 

m uskets and arnrn uni t ion and a con comi tant incre ase in the 

amo unt o f  flax be ing o ffe red for s ale . 3 3  Howeve r by July 

re turning ve s s e l s  reported that New Zealan d  appe ared to be 
3 4 in a st ate o f  an archy . The re was fighting whi ch invo l ved 

the Bay o f  I s l an ds , T a urang a and Pove rty B ay Maori s ;  the 

Waikato was the s cene o f  ski rmi shing ; and war fare had spre ad 

k .  d 1 1 "  35 to Taran a 1 an We 1ng ton . The se were the are as from 

2 9 . W .  Wi l l i arn s , Journ a l  o f  Wi l li am  Wi lliams , 21  A u; us t  
1 8 2 5 -1 8  December 1 8 5 5 , ( AR , type scrip t ,  M S  3 35 ) , 
1 9 , 2 3  De cembe r  1 8 30 ,  7 Jan uary 1 8 31 .  

30 . S . G . , 1 Aug us t  1 8 31 ;  E . S toke s , A Hi story o f  Taur ang a 
coun ty ,  P a lrne rs ton North , 1 9 8 0 , p .  4 6 . 

31 . s . G . I 9 A u; us t 1 8 31 . 
32 . S .  G .  , 7 Jan uary 1 8  32 . 
3 3 .  S . H . , 1 3  Feb r uary 1 8 32 .  

34 . S . H . , 2 J u1y 1 8 32 .  Ri chard Davi s , a CMS mi ssionar� 
re co rde d a ve s se l ' s master c laiming to have lost £ 1 5 0 0  
on a f l ax voy age i n  Apri l 1 8 32 because ' the nati ve s  
were s o  uni ve rs a l ly in vo l ved in war • - S . P .  Smi th , 
Maori W ars o f  the Nine teenth Century , 2nd ed . , Chri stchurch , 
1 9 1 0 , p .  4 4 7 . 

35 .  S . G . ,  6 Septembe r 1 8 32 .  
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wh ich most flax w a s  be ing exporte c;l .  Th us litt le f l ax was 

co l lected i n  the winter and spring o f  1 8  32 save by three 

ve s se ls whi ch had t aken large c argoes from p lace s o uts i de 

the battle zones . The se they bro �ght to Sydne y  in  J uly and 

Aug us t .  As late as Septembe r the Sydney Herald reporte d : 

The flax trade i s  ve ry d ul l , the nati ve s  
being e i the r employed i n  fighting , crying 
o ve r  the de ad , or prep aring to fight ; on 
the whole , the presen t p rospe ct o f  New 
Ze a l and ho l ds out few tempt ations to the 
spe c ulator . 36 

Howe ve r wi th i n  two months pe ace was re s tored and N o vember 

1 8 32 -Jan uary 1 8 3 3  s aw a ste ady i n cre ase in the a� o un t s  o f  fl ax 
. t d 3 7  1.mpor e . 

Maori war fare was a l so b lamed for the de cline  i n  

imports in the l at te r  hal f o f  1 8 3 3 :8 an d i t  was Te Rauparaha ' s  

di s turban ce s that a ffe cted the trade i n  the flax p roducing 

are as aro und Cook S trait and as  far north as Pove r ty B ay in 

1 8 34 . 39 Fur thermore contemporari es repo rted th at i n  m any 

p lace s there had been a notable de c line in ear l i e r  Maori 

en thusi asm fo r c ut ting and scraping flax . Thi s  Mao ri ' indolence ' 

was one re ason the Sydney He rald be lie ve d  that the proposed 

Publi c  Company or N ational Fac to ry be i ng moote d in Lon don 

l ate in 1 8  3 3  wo uld not s ucceed i n  ge tting s uf fi ci e n t  s upp l i e s  

o f  flax . 4 0  A simi l ar opinion was expre s sed by John Eag les ton , 

log-keepe r on the Ameri can tr ading ve s se l  Eme ra ld ,  whi le h i s  Sh�f 
l ay in the B ay o f  I s lands in 1 8 34 .  He n o ted tha t  the New 

Ze aland flax was an ex c·e l len t product and had a gre at export 
potenti a l  i f  on ly ' the De vi l s ' wo uld s tart c ulti vating and 
d · · 4 1  h . 1 1  d M . . t d re ss1.ng 1. t . Howe ve r t 1. s  a ege aor1. attl u e was not 

a gene ral phenomenon . Late r in  1 8 34 Wi l li am  Wi l l i am s  was 

36 .  s .  H .  , 6 Sep tember 1 8  32 • 

37 .  S . H . , 1 9  No vembe r 1 8 32 .  
38 .  s .  H . , 3 October 1 8  3 3 .  
39 . s .  H . , 7 Apr i l ,  1 4  A ug us t  1 8  3 4 ; w .  Carkeek , The Kapi ti . 

'COas t ,  Maori Hi story and Pl ace Name s , We l li ng ton , 
1 9 6 6 , pp . 34 - 4 2 . 

4 0 .  S . H . , 2 3  Jan uary 1 8 34 .  
41 .  Eme r·ald , log , 2 1 -2 8 Apri l l 8 34 , ( PAMBU , log 2 2 3 ,  

framel42 ) . 
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vi si ting the central Waikato and Bay o f  Plenty are as  and 

fo und the i n l an d  tribes b usy s cr aping fl ax and tran sporting 

it to m arke t . 4 2  Also in Septembe r 1 8 35 the CMS m i s s ionary 

at Mat ama t a , A . N .  Brown , wrote to Henry 

and i n  form e d  him that a loc a l  E urope an 

Clementson h ad engaged 2 0 0 0  Maoris 
4 3  flax to T a ur anga .  

Wi l liam s  a t  Paihia 

t rader Edward 

to take 50 tons o f  

In the l ater ye a rs o f  the de cade the flax t rade to 

the colon i e s  was s o  sma l l  that i t  was rare ly mentioned in 

pre s s  reports o f  acti vi tie s or di s turban ce s in New Z e a l and . 

Occ as i on al ly war fare , like that in the B ay o f  Plenty 1 8 36 - 7 , 
. . 4 4  was gi ven as a reason for the ce s s ati on o f  l.Inports .  In 

gene r a l , howe ve r , it be came appa rent that the tradi tion a l  

proce s s  o f  d re s sing flax w a s  so tedi o us that when i t  c ame 

to prod ucing the q uanti tie s req ui re d  to s upp ly a l a rge 

marke·t Mao ri s we re loath to do i t .  Thi s  was especi a ll y  the 

case whe re , as  wi th the Ta urang a Maoris ,who had s upp lied 

m uch o f  the fl ax exporte d  during the boom ye ars , Maoris 

could produce a l te rn ati ve goods whi ch fo und a re ady m arke t  

and c o ul d  b e  ex po rted with le s s  e f fo rt than flax , fo r ex ample , 
. d . 4 5  plg me ats an g r aln . 

By the e arly 1 8 30 s  i t  was not on ly the act i vities 

of  the Maqri re s i den ts o f  New Ze a l an d  that i n fl uen ce d the 

nature o f  the trade the re . A fte r 1 8 2 8  the re began a re-

42 . W .  Wi l l1am s , Jo urn al , 2 2  Sep tembe r ,  9 Oc tobe r 1 8 34 ;  
Bidwe l l  m e t  2 0 0  Maori s temporari ly se ttled on the 
Waik ato Ri ve r  for the p urpose o f  s cr aping f l ax i n  
1 8 39 - J . C .  Bidwe l l , Ram b le s  i n  New Ze alan d  1 8 39 ,  
Chri s tch urch , 1 9 5 2 , pp . 5 2 - 7 . 

4 3 . B rown to H .  Wi l li am s , 1 1  Septembe r  1 8 35 ,  A . N . B rown , 
Le t te rbook , 1 8 2 9 - 1 8 3 3 ,  ( TAUP , Be rnard S laden Re search 
Library , type s cript } . 

4 4 . Co lon i s t , 1 De cembe r 1 8 36 ;  S . H . , 2 8  No vembe r 1 8 36 .  
See a l s o  S . H . , 1  June 1 8 3 7 .  ---

4 5 .  E .  Campbe l l , The Pre sent s·t a te , Re s o urce s  an d Pro spects 
. o f  New Z e a land , Lon don , 1 8 4 0 , p . l O ;  E . Die f fenbach , 
Trave l s  in·  New Ze alan d , 2 vo 1 s , London , 1 8 4 3 ,  ( Capper 
Pre ss reprin t ,  1 9 7 4 ) , I ,  4 0 7 - 8 ; Bidwe l l , p . 2 9 .  
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org an i s ation o f  E uropean me thods o f  tr ading at New Z.e a land . 

Througho ut the de cade o f  the 1 8 2 0 s , an d be fore , co l on i a l  

me rchants had loade d  ve s s e l s  wi th the trade goods they 

tho ught Maori s would like and had s e t  the m aste r  or the 

s uper cargo the task o f  tak ing the ve s se l  aro und the New 

Ze alan d  coas ts un ti l s uch time as he h ad ex changed h i s  

cargo o f  E urope an goods for fl ax . Thi s  ine f fi ci ent me thod 

o f  ' spec ulati ve ' trading had beg un to ch ange by 1 8 31 4 6  and 

was rep laced .by the re s i den t agen t sys tem . 

The l atter invo l ved an i ndi vi d ual t aking up 

re sidence in New Ze al and an d · man ag ing the colle c tion and 

ex port o f  flax on the behal f ,  and i n  the p ay , o f  a colon i a l  

merch an t . By en s uring that a cargo o f  fl ax would b e  re ady 

when h i s  emp loye r sent o ut a ve s se l  the re siden t agent 

provi ded a new s e c urity an d s tabi li ty in the tran s - Tasm an 

trade . He was a l so us ually ab le to p urchase a quali ty cargo 

at the most re a s on able price pos s i b le an d thereby impro ve d  

the pro fi tabi l i ty o f  the trade . In short h i s  knowle dge o f  

local condi tion s  e limin ated m uch o f  the time -was ting an d 

the commerci al gamble inhe rent in the pre vi o us ' spec ulat i ve • 

trading . 

The s to ckpi le s  o f  flax co l le cted by the agents 

co uld be h uge . Maori s con s tr ucte d b ui ldings for s to ring flax 

whi ch we re up to l O O fee t  in leng th , 30 0 fee t  wide and 40 fee t  

in he ight , a l tho ug h  i t  wo uld seem that most we re abo ut h a l f 

thi s s i ze . 4 7  I t  was from s uch stockpi les that the l arge 

cargoes o f  f l ax on the B ardaster , Loui s a  and E l e anor we re 

loaded in 1 8 3 4 .  Ap art from the arri va ls o f  the se ex cep tion a l ly 

large cargoe s the change from the spe c ulati ve to the re s i den t 

46 . See for ex amp le Be l l  to D umare sq , C02 0 1 /2 2 3 ,  (� . 36 4 a ; 
G .  Browne to Dar ling , 2 4  Apri l 1 8 31 , ADM l / 4 2 4 8 , pp . l l -1 2 ; 
R . W .  H ay , ' Noti ces o f  New Ze a land ' ,  Jo urn a l  o f  the 
Roy a l  Geog raphi cal  Soci e ty , I I , 1 8  32 , 1 3 3 - 4 . 

4 7 . J .  Po l a ck , Manne rs ahd Cus tom s  o f  the New Z e a l ande r s , 
2 vo l s , London , 1 8 4 0 , ( Cappe r Pre s s  reprin t , 1 9 7 6 ) , I ,  
2 1 0-1 1 ; J .  Polack , New Ze a lan d :  Be ing a Narrati ve o f  
TraVel·s ah d Advent ure s during a Re sidence i n  that 
Co t.m·t ry be tween the Ye ars 1 8 31 and 1 8 37 , 2 vo l s , London , 
1 8 3 8 , ( Capper Pre s s  reprint , 1 9 7 4 ) , I ,  1 4 1 . 
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agent me thod o f  trading was mos t  clearly re fle cte d in an 

inc re a s e  i n  the a ve r age s i ze o f  the c a rgo e s . ente ring Sydney 

from 1 9 . 5 tons in 1 82 9  to 3 0 . 4  ton s in 1 8 31 . 4 8  

Employing a re s i den t agen t , howe ve r , di d n ot 

g uaran tee that a colon i al me rchant wo uld pro fi t from an 

in vo l veme n t  in the flax trade . Pola ck , for i n s t an ce , g ave 

the fo l l owing accoun ts from a ye ar ' s  ope ration s d uring 1 8 30 

whi ch we re spon sore d  by the Sydney merchant Ri chard Jone s : 

Expence s o f  a sma l l  brig , char te r , & c . £ 1 6 0 0  
Col le ctors ' s a lari e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 4 0  
Cos t o f  the arti c le a t  the lowe s t  rate 
£. 5  per ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
In s uran ce charge s ,  s towage , &c . . . . • . . .  

Va l ue i n  Sydney cash at £ 1 7  pe r ton 
Los s 

8 0 0  
2 30 

2 7 7 0  
2 72 0  
---so 4 9 . 

Some o f  Pol ack ' s  fig ure s seem to be rather high . Fo r ex ample 

Jone s '  re s i den t agents we re re ce i ving an ann ua l s alary whi ch , 

in c l uding the i r  comm i s s ion , provi de d  an income twi ce as 
5 0  large a s  that ob tained by Barne t Burn s from h i s  emp loyers . 

Also the e s tim a ted cos t o f  charte ring the brig w as m uch 

higher th an the pri ce o f  a s imi lar ve s se l ' s  re t urn trip in 
5 1  1 8 32 whi ch co s t  £ 32 1 . 1 3s . l 0 d .  As the flax trade declined 

the se re s i de nts agents e i the r le ft . the coun try or di versi fie d  

into p ro c uring c argoe s o f  me at , g r ains and o the r New Ze aland 

produce fo r the i r  colon i a l  emp loyers . 

M uch o f  the flax imported a fter 1 8 34 appe a rs to have 

been c o l le cted at  the shore whaling station s . B lack whale s 

we re h unte d from Apri l to September and those whalers who 

did no t re t urn to New S o uth Wale s or Van Diemen ' s  Lan q  

dur ing the s umm e r  month s occupied themse l ves b y  preparing 

4 8 .  See Appendix 9 .  
4 9 . Polack , New Zealan d ,  I I , 2 8 8- 9 . 
5 0 . B .  B urn s , A Brie f N arrat i ve o f  a New Ze a land Chie f . . .  , 

Be l fas t , 1 8 44 , ( H ocken Lib rary facs imi le , 1 9 7 0 ), p . 5 .  
5 1 . Cuthbert v Hindson , NSW : S upreme Court : Ci vi l  

Juri s di ction : Judgemen t Rol ls , 3rd te rm , 1 8 32 ,  
( AONSW , S.B. 81 , Rol l  7 0 ) . 
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c argoes o f  flax , potatoe s ,  timbe r. and o the r p roducts . 

Thi s  m ight exp lain why the amo un t  o f  flax imported in the 

ave rage c arg o in the late r years o f  the de c ade was sma 1 15 2  

and why cargoes ten de d  to be entered late i n  a utumn ( th at 

i s , when ve s se ls re t urned from landing the new se ason ' s  

whaling g an g s  at s t ation s in New Ze a l an d )  and d uring the 

spring and s ummer months ( when the whale rs had time to · 

prepare c a rgoe s  o f  flax ) . Pe rh aps too the app arent re ­

s urgence i n  the le ve 1 o f  pho rrn i  urn imports i n  1 8  3 8  was 

re lated to 1 8 37 ' s  h a ving been the fi r s t  o f  the pe ak ye ars 

for shore whaling i n  New Ze a l and whi ch h ad meant an incre ase 

in the n umbe r of wha l e r s  who s tayed in the coun t ry during 

the s umrn e r . 5 3  

Th us the obs e r ve d  mo vements in the ann ual and 

monthly totals  o f  the quan ti ti e s  o f  flax importe d  i n to New 

South Wa le s can be ex p l ained by re fe rence to Maori atti t ude s , 

the e vents and chang ing me thods o f  trading at New Zea land 

which di re c t ly a f fe cte d the prospects an d conduct o f  trade , 

artd , in part , to the m arke t  fo rce s wh ich in fl uen ce d New 

S o uth Wale s merchan t s ' in vo l vemen t in the trade . 

IN OCTOBER 1 8 31 Ran ulp h Dacre , a Sydney m e rch ant , s tate d 

that the re we re 5 0 -1 0 0  ' s ta tions ' o c c up i e d  by trade rs 

througho ut New Zea lan d  . .  He imp lied that m o s t  se rve d  the 

flax trade . 5 4  I t  i s  n ot pos s i b le , today , to de te rm ine the 

si te o f  e ach o f  the se s tat i on s . Nor i s  i t  pos s ible to 

e stimate the n umbe r s  o f  men who ma.y have been i n vo l ve d  in 

52 . 

5 3 . 

. 5 4 . 

See Appen'dix 9 .  

See Appen dix 1 3  . 

Dacre to B rook s , 1 October 1 8  31 , R .  Dacre, Le tte rbook , 
1 8 31 -2 , ( NP L/M , unc at. MS Se t 30 9 ) . 
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the t rade o r  who we re l i ving at New Zea lan d  for tha t  p urpose . 

Howe ve r a de s cripti on o f  the m a j or flax s tations d uring the 

pe ak years o f  the trade shows the ex tent to whi ch the fl ax 

trade contrib ute d to the di spe r s a l  o f  E urope an s aro un d  the 

coa s t s  o f  New Ze a l and and from whi ch di s tri cts mo s t  o f  the 

phorm i um  was exporte d . 

The m a j o r  flax export poi n ts in 1 8 31 were the Bay 

o f  I s lands , the Hoki ang a ,  Bay o f  P lenty , the Thame s ,  Kawhi a ,  

Taran ak i , Port Ni cho lson , Kapi ti 7 Cloudy Bay an d Bank s 
. 1 5 5  Pen 1 n s u a .  

Altho ugh large am o unts o f  flax were expo rted thro ugh 

the B ay o f  I s lands and the Hok i an g a  ve ry li ttle o f  i t  appe ars 

to have been g�own in tha t  reg i on . The pho rm i um the re was 

d . f f '  1 1 d . 1 d f d '  5 6  1 1 c u  t to c e �n an s o  1 t  was rare y prepare .or tra 1ng . 

In s t e ad B ay Maori s ,  an d those in the Hoki ang a ,  acq ui re d flax 

from othe r  part s o f  New Zealand , n o tab ly Thame s and Waik ato . 

'l'hi s  they sold to ve s se ls whi ch vi s i te d the Bay and the 

Ri ve r .  In deed the Bay o f  I s lands be came the ent repot o f  

e arly New Ze a l an d .  

The Ri ve r  Tham e s  and the Waihou Val ley h ad been 

re c og n i s e d  as a region wi th a h ug e  potenti a l  for flax 

expor ting from the time o f  Captain Cook . Howe ve r the 

rep ut ation local Maori s had fo r fe roci ty seemed to have 

re t arded the s e ttlement o f  Europe an s the re . App aren tly the 

Sydney merchan t  S am ue l  As hrnore opened a s tation at Kopu in 

1 8 31 and in 1 8 32 a yo ung m an called Jone s was trading flax 
5 7  at Whak atiwai on beha l f  o f  the fi rm Jone s and Walke r .  

5 5 . 

5 6 . 

5 7 .  

See Map 1 oppo s i te ; 
f . 36 lb . 

. Be l l  to D un are s q , C02 0 1 /2 2  3 , ·  

Cowe l l  to Se cretary , CMS , 2 9  May 1 8 2 3 , Mr J .  Cowe l l , 
ropern aker , Le tte rs , 1 82 0 - 2 3 ,  ( CMS , London Re cords , 
1 7 7 9 -1 8 8 4 , New Zea land Mi s si on , C N/0 3 3 , m icro fi lrn , AU )  
G .  Benne tt , Wande ring s i n  New S o uth Wale s , B atavi a ,  
Ped i r  Coast , Sing apore and Chin a ,  ( 1 8 32 - 4 ) , 2 vol s ,  
London , 1 8 34 ,  ( Li braries Board o f  S o uth A us trali a 
facs imi le , 1 9 6 7 ) , I I , 7 5 . 

S .  Ashrnore , OLC 37b/4 5 ; J . H . H .  S t  John , Pakeha 
Ramb les Thro ugh Maori Lands , We l l ington , 1 8 7 3 ,  pp . 30 , 4 5 . 
Dacre c laimed that Jon e s  an d 'Walke r ' s agen.t was c a l le d  
Captain Adams -, Dacre t o  Brook s , 2 2  June 1 8 3 3 ,  ( NPL/M , 
un cat. MS . Set 3 0 9 ) ; Ashmo re to C us tom s , New So uth Wa le s , 
2 5  March 1 8 36 ,  NSW : C us toms : Let ters Re ce i ve d  from 
Pri vat� Indi vi d ua l s , i 8 31 - 4 0  ( AONSW , 4 / 5 1 1 2 ) , p . 3 3 .  
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Mos t  o f  the fl ax whi ch was ' importe d into New So uth 

wale s and Van Diemen ' s  Lan d  d uring the 1 8 30 s  p robab ly came 

from the Bay o f  Plenty/East Coa s t  are a .  In Apr i l  1 8 31 i t  

was reported that the re we re three o r  . fo ur agents a t  

Ta urang a and fo ur in the vi cin i ty o f  Maket u .  5 8  The
. 

fi rs.t 

trade rs  had g one to T a urang a i n  1 8 2 8 . 5 9  The three or  fo ur 

residing the re i n  1 8 31 wo uld ha ve i n c l uded Albe rt John 

Ni cho l as who was li ving near Te P ap a  b e fore 1 8 30 ,  Cabbage 

or Kapi ti who had a s to re in Otam a t aha pa ne ar Te P ap a  and 

who was l ate r m urde re d at Mokoi a ,  and Danfe l ( an d  pe rhaps 

hi s b rothe r Jam e s  ) Farrow who was l i ving at the Ot un oe tai  

pa . The se e ar li e s t  traders we re l ater j oined by John 

Mon te fi ore , c o us i n  o f  Sydney merchan t  J . B . Monte fiore , who 

took up re s i de n ce a t  Ot umoetai in 1 8 32 ,  by Thomas Scot t who 

settle d at Ma tmg a tap u be fore 1 8 3 3 ,  and by fo ur Fren dunen -

Loui s  B i doi s ,  Em i l  Bore l l , Charles Potie r and anothe r who i s  

known on ly as  Otten ton who e s tab l i she d themse l ve s a t  the 

mouth o f  the W ai roa Ri ve r  a ls o  abo ut 1 8 32 . 6 0  In c l uded in the 

n umbe r o f  flax agents ci ted for t-1ake tu in 1 8 31 wo ul d h a ve 

been Phi lip Tap s e l l  who l i ved the re as  an agent for the New 

So uth Wale s fi rm o f  Jon e s  and Walk e r  from abo ut 1 8  30 . Then 

the re was Frank s ( Whang ari ) , Cl arke an d Te Ra ( Taylo r )  who 

all appe are d to h a ve  been li ving a t  Te Tum u  pa \<lhi ch was two 

or three m i l e s  up the coast from !w1ake t u .  6 1  And at Matat a , to 

the so uth o f  Make t u ,  Ge orge White and Edward Clemen tson we re , 

at that time , work i ng as  flax agents and c olle ctors for T apse 1 1 . 6 2  

5 8 .  :!3m0.wne to Darling , ADM 1 / 4 2  4 8 ,  p .  3 
5 9  . s . H .  I 1 7 A UJ us t 1 8  37 . 
6 0 .  K .  Fle tche r ,  ' Early Flax Traders Around Taurang a ' , 

Journ al o f  the Tauranga H i storical Society , n o . 5 9 , 
Aug us t  1 9 7 7 , p . 2 5 ;  A . H .  Mathe s on , ' Otunoe ·tai Pa and the 
e a rly time s in Ta urang a ' , Jo urnal o f  the Ta ur ang a Hi st­
orical Society , no . 5 2 ,  De cembe r 1 9 7 4 , OT 6 - 7 ;  A . N . 
B rown , Jo urn a l s , 1 8 35 - 1 8 5 0 , ( TAUP , Be rn ard S l aden 
Re search Library , types cript ) ,  5 Jan uary 1 8 39 ;  Stoke s ,  
p . 5 8 .  

6 1 . Fle tche r ,  p .  2 5 ; Mathe son , OT 8 ,  D . M . S t a f fo rd , Te Arawa : 
A Hi s tory o f  the Arawa Pe ople , We l ling ton , 1 9 6 7 ,  pp . 
1 9  3- 5 . 

6 2 .  Hathe s on , OT 1 1 ; D .  Chi tty , ' Early B ay o f  P lenty F am i li e s  
( 5 )  : Ge o rg e  an d Benne tt Whi te ' , His •t0ri c a l  Re view , XI , 

n o . 4 ,  De cem ber 1 9 6 3 , 1 7 8 - 9 . 
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The Sydney m e r chant Henry Donni s on e s tab li she d 

the fi rst trading s tati on , whi ch con s i s ted o f  fi ve or s ix 

men , at T urang a (pre sent day Gi sborne ) be fore Apri l 1 8 31 .  

He was prom inent in the flax trade and was one o f  the 

me rchants Gove rnor D arling con s ul te d , i n  Septembe r . l 8 31 ,  abo ut 

the prospe cts o f  the flax trade . Wi th his  reply to the 

Gove rno r ' s  enq ui ry Donni son sent seve r a l  s ��ple s o f  fl ax 

incl uding four that he s ai d  came ' from a se ttlemen t o f  

m ine o� the East Coa s t ' .  Donni son owne d the schooner 

C urren cy Las s  and it is probab le that this ve s s e l took h i s  

agents to Gi sborne on one o f  i ts two vi sits t o  New Ze aland 

in 1 8 30 . 6 3  The m an who was pre s une d, by othe r write rs , to 

have le d the fi rs t station at T ur ang a was Captain J . W .  

Harri s , an agen t o f  J . B .  Mon te fi ore. B ut he arri ve d  at that 

settlemen t  on 1 6  May 1 8 31 an d, at abo ut the same time , Thom as 

Ra lph was landed at Wherowhero ( pre sen t day Muriwai in 

Po verty B ay )  an d B arnet B urn s e s tab l i s he d  hi s b us ine s s  at 

Mahia . 6 4  

Northern East Coast lo cati on s  we re settled shortly 

a fte rwards . Te Ra ( Tay lo r )  ( app arent ly not the trade r from 

Te T um u  p a )  an d Ge orge we re trading from Hi ck s  Bay in 1 8 31 

when Tay lor was k i lled by Te Wh an a u- a-Apan ui as r e venge for 

the de a th o f  the chie f Ng arara whi ch had fol lowe d the attack 

on the H awe i s  in Poverty Bay in 1 82 9 . 6 5  There we re a l s o  two 

trade rs at Uawa ( To lag a Bay )  in 1 8 32 . The men , Fe rri s an d 

B urn s , we re re spe cti ve ly the agents o f  New S o uth Wale s 

me rchan ts John Ma cl aren and J . B .  Monte fiore . 6 6  

The i n  fo rmation abo ut New Ze aland g i ven by Gordon_ 

Browne to Go ve rn or Darling in Apr i l 1 8 31 in c l uded the c l aim 

that the re we re thi rty E urope an s li ving on Kap i ti I s lan d at 

that time , alth o ug h  not al l o f  them were fl ax agen ts , and 

6 3 . B rowng to Dar ling , ADM 1 / 4 2 4 8 ,  p . 4 ;  Donni son to 
Colon i al Se cretary , C02 01 /2 2 0 , f . 37lb ; S . G . , 30 March , 
1 ,  1 2  J une , 4 Septembe r ,  2 October , 6 November 1 8 30 .  

6 4 . J .  Harri s , OLC 3 4 7/ 8 39 ;  An En cyclopae di a o f  New Ze aland 
e d .  A . H . McLintock , 3 vol s , We lling ton , 1 9 6 6 , I ,  8 0 9 ; 
J . A .  Hack ay , Hi s toric Po ve r ty Bay and the East Co ast , 
N . I . , N . Z . ,  2 nd e d . , Gi sborne , 1 9 6 6 , pp . 9 5 - 6 , 1 0 8 , 1 5 2 . 

6 5 . W .  Wi l liarns , Jo urn a l , 2 3  Jan uary 1 8 31 ;  Mackay , pp . l l 5 - 7  

6 6 . Mack ay ; p .  1 3 0 ;  S . H . , 1 4  Aug ust 1 8 34 ;  Pol ack , New 
Zealan d ,  II , 1 1 6 -1 2 1 .  
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th a t a s t ation be long ing to the me rchan t John Macl aren had 

been e s t ab l i she d at Port Ni cho lson (We l l i n g ton H arbo ur ) . 6 7  

Kapi ti and the m ai n l an d  oppo s i te that i s lan d  we re we l l -known 

as source s o f  flax an d wha le p roducts from the early 1 8  3 0 s . 

I t  is the re fore n o t  s urpri sing that m any E urope an t rade rs 

we re to be fo un d  in that are a from ve ry e arly in the dec ade . 

The be s t  known flax trader in the Port Ni cho l son area was 

Da vi d Scott who , by hi s own e vi dence , di d not s e t t le the re 

un t i  1 Ma rch 1 8  31 c le a r ly i �  wa s not to h i s  e s t ab l i shm en t  

th at Browne was re fe rring . Howe ve r  in h i s  lan d  c l aim 

e vi den ce S cot t s a i d  that a Wi l l i arn  We s ton an d a Thom as Brady 

were li ving in Port Ni chol son when he arri ved . Whi le Scott ' s  

e vi den ce doe s n o t  p rovi de any in formation abo ut the i r  emp loy­

men t , the s e  men m ig h t  h a ve been the Mac l a ren ag ents who we re 

re fe rred to by B rowne . The date o f  thei r arri va l in Cook 

Strai t c an n ot be e s t ab li she d a l though i t  i s  possib le that 

they we re l anded from Mac l aren ' s  ve s se l , No r val , whi ch was 

col le cting flax an d wh ale pro d ucts in that are a from AUJ us t 

to Novemb e r  1 8  30 . 6 8 

A p arty o f  e i ght to ten m en arri ve d  at Ng arn ot u  ( a  

si te south o f  p re s en t  day New Plymo uth ) ab o ut March 1 8 2 8 .  

The agen t s , who i n c l ude d John Lo ve , Ri chard ' Di cky ' Barre tt 

and Dan i e l  Sheri d an , we re lande d  from the s choone r Advent ure 

an d the y remain e d  at Ng arnot u trading in fl ax an d pork un ti l 

the local p a  w a s  at tacked in J an uary /February 1 8  32 . I t  i s  

not ce rtain who spon so red the s e t t lement b ut i t  was prob ab ly 

Thom a s  H ynde s . 
6 9  

At the s am e  time as the Ng arnotu s tati on 

was d i se s t ab l i shed Thom as Ra lph , who h ad moved from Wherowhe ro 

in Novembe r 1 8  31  and who was the sole flax agent at Mok a u1 was 

6 7 . 
6 8 .  

6 9 . 

B rowne to Darling , ADM 1 / 4 2 4 8 , p . 4 .  

D . . s c o t t , OLC 4 39 /1 0 2 2 ; S . G . , 1 7  Aug us t , 4 ,  9 Novembe J 
1 8 30 ,  5 March 1 8 31 ;  R .  HcNab , The O ld Wh aling Days , 
Chr i s t ch urch 1 9 1 3 ,  pp . 5 ,  6 ,  1 1 . 

S . G . , 2 7  Febr uary , 5 Nay , 1 0  Sep tembe r 1 8 2 8 ;  [S . P . Smi tl 
' Hi s to ry and Tradi ti on s  o f  the Taranaki Co ast ' ,  J . P � s . , 
X I X , March 1 9 1 0 , l - 3 ,  2 5 - 36 ; McNab , Whaling , Ch apte r I :  
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taken pri sone r by m ar auding Maori s .  He was freed a fter h i s  

rans om was pai d by anothe r flax t rade r b ut h e  neve r ret urned 

to Moka u .  7 0  

The Waik ato harbour s  and flax producing s i te s  we re 

ren owned for the q ual i ty o f  the pho rm i  urn whi ch was exported 

from them . Kawhi a was fi r s t  s e t t le d  by European s  when 

,Captain J . R .  Kent an d hi s party, wbi ch in cl uded Edward Me uran t , 

John Cowe ll ( sn r )  and Geo rge Te r ry Howe , arri ve d  some time 

late in 1 8 2 9.  Ken t  had fi r s t  en tere d  the harbo ur abo ard 

the Eli z abe th Hen rietta in 1 8 2 4 , had re t urne d  in J une 1 8 2 8  

for a vi s i t ,  and finally se ttled the re a ye ar l ate r .  

Al tho ugh ini t i a l ly the s e  men exported the phormi um g rown in 

Kawhi a ,  they l ate r mo ve d  inland to t ak e  flax from the Waipa 

Ri ve r  val ley . Othe r agents also l i ve d  in Kawhi a and i t s  

si s te r  harbo ur Aote a . A Mr S lade , for ins tan ce , was lan de d 

at Kawhi a in November 1 8 30 .  He was the se con d agen t le ft 

there to trade on behal f o f  the fi rm Monte fiore and Lamb ; 

Geo rge Mac farlane was the i r  othe r age n t .  7 1 

Whaing aroa ( Rag lan ) was the home o f  the flax agen t 

Thomas Lon sdale from abo ut 1 8 32 7 2  and three trade rs li ved 

at the heads o f  the Waik ato Ri ve r .  When Char le s Marshall 1 

in the company o f  hi s empl oye r Ge org e  Paul , arr i ve d  in the 

Waik ato Ri ve r  on board the Sydne y  Packe t on 1 0  No vembe r 1 8 3 0 ,  

he fo tm d  a Captain Payne had alre ady settled the re . By 

Septembe r 1 8 32 ,  when Mao ri s  b urne d  the i r  dwe l ling s an d 

expe lled the trade r s  from the Ri ve r , P ayne and Marshal l had 

7 0 . Mack ay ,  p p . l 5 2 - 3 .  
71 . J . O ' C . Ro s s , ' Captain Ken t  - hi s l as t  ye ars ' ,  His tori cal 

Jo urnal , Auck l and-Waik ato , n o . 35 , September 1 9 7 9 , p . 2 8 ; 
Georg e  and Gwen Howe , ' Johnny Cowe ll - Pakeha-Maori 
Trade r ' ,  His tori cal Journal , Auck land-Waik ato , n o . 2 8 ,  
Apri l 1 9 7 6 ,  pp . l 3-1 4 ;  St John , p . l 2 ;  L_E .  Macdohalq] , 
' The Ear ly Tr ade rs on the We s t  Coast ' ,  Hi s to ri cal 
Journal , Auck l and-Waik ato , n o . 2 8 ,  Apri l 1 9 7 6 , p . l 9 ; 
J .  B .  Hon te fl.o re to Colon 1 a.l Se c retary , New So uth Wale s , 
2 7  De cembe r 1 8 4 0 , Mon te fiore , OLC 4 2 5 /1 0 0 8 . 

72 . St John , p .  3 8 . 
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been j oine d by , ano ther agent , Joseph We l ler . 7 3  

Phorm i um  was expor ted from two othe r North Is lan d  

flax reg ions during the boom years o f  the trade . The 

Alex an de r was reported to have loaded a c arg o at the North 

Cape i n  1 8 32 7 4  and the m i s s i onary Wi l l i arn  Wi l li arns reported 

that E urope an s had been taking f l ax from S andy B ay (now 

Rang a un u  B ay ) . for three o r  fo ur years be fore be arri ved the re 

in 1 8 32 . 7 5 The o ther . area was the Man uka u  Harbo ur . Whi l e  

i t  appea rs that n o  E urope ans se ttled i n  the Harbo ur in the 

e arly y e ars o f  the de cade the Tranrnere and the Char le s we re 

both reporte d  as h a ving taken flax from the Man uk au d uring 

1 8  3 1 . 7 6  

In the South I s l and , a s  s hore whaling s tati ons we re 

e s tab l i s he d , the po ten ti a l  o f  the so urce s o f  flax whi ch had 

been d i s covered and de s cribed d uring the vi s i t s  o f  merchan t  

and g o ve rnment ve s s e l s  i n  the 1 81 0 s  an d  1 82 0 s  - Ruap uke 

I s l an d , B l u f f  H arbo ur , Pre se rvation In le t was re asse s se d . 

The flax the re was fo und to provi de a pro fi t ab le s upplemen t  

to wh a l ing acti vi ti e s  whe re as pre vi o us ly the s upp ly o f  i t  

had been con s i dered i n s u f fi cient t o  s us tain a trade i n  

phorrni um a l one . The s ame combin ati on o f  fl ax collecting and 

whal ing w a s  a l so common aro und some of the shore s tation s in 

h . . 7 7  t e n or th o f  the S o uth I s  land , e spec l al ly 1 n  Cloudy Bay . 

7 3 .  S . H . , 6 Septembe r 1 8 32 ;  S t  John , p . 5 .  
7 4 .  S .  G .  , 1 3 November 1 .8 32 . 
7 5 .  W .  Wi l l i arn s , Jo urn a l , 1 De cembe r 1 8 32 .  
76 .  S . G . , 2 1  June , 5 A ug us t  1 8 31 ;  S t  John , p .  1 1 . 
7 7 . See,  for ex amp le , the cargoe s on voy ag e s  o f  the 

We l le r  brothe rs ' ve s se l  L ucy Ann McNab , Whaling , 
pp . 9 8 , 9 9 , l O O , 1 0 2 ; Browne to Darling ; AD� 1 / 4 2 4 8 , 
p .  9 .  
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Howe ver me rchants in · the early 1 8  3 0 s  con s ide red that 

Bank s Pen ins ula was the cen t re of the So uth I s land flax trade . 7 6 

Appare n t ly there we re two Europe an t rade r s  ' Jem ' and ' Charley ' 

li ving at Ak aroa when Te Ra uparaha capture d Maharan ui . late 

in 1 8 30 .  Also some spec ulati ve ven t ure s were sen t  to Can te r ­

b ury t o  further exp lore i ts potenti al a s  a flax exporting 

are a .  For ex ample in Oc tobe r 1 8 30 trade r s  from the Vi ttori a 

wen t t.o Port Coope r and in l and to Kai apoi · in se arch o f  flax 

for the Sydney rop�m ake r  Jacob Wyer . 7 9  

Whi le thi s s ur vey c o uld n o t  be exhaus t i ve i t  doe s 

i denti fy what appe are d to be the are as in New Zea land from 

which m o s t  flax was ex po rted in the boom ye ars . I t  also 

en ab le s  s ome con c l us ions to be form e d  abo ut the factors whi ch 

de te rm ined where a flax s tation wo uld be s i te d .  

In de ciding where they would p l ace a t rade r the 

E urope an s had reg ard for the acce s s ibi l i ty o f  the ri ve r , 

harbo ur or bay , the s a fe ty i n  which the trade r co uld carry 

o ut his work, an d the avai labi li ty o f  expor tab le quanti tie s  

o f  flax . In making ·s uch deci s ion s the colonial me rchants 

o ften drew on the in fo rmation g athe red d uring voyages in the 

earli e r  years o f  the nineteenth cen t ury . For . ins t an ce i t  

wo uld appear that J . R . Ken t  had vi s i te d  a l l  o f  the harbo ur s  

be tween Ngam o t u  an d Man uk a u  as a re s ul t  o f  hi s voyage s abo ard 

the Eli z abeth Henrietta ( 1 8 2 4 )  and the Emm a Kemp ( l 8 2 8 )  be fore 

he advi se d  hi s emp l oye r to e s tab lish a se tt lemen t at Kcfiwhi a  

i n  1 82 9 . 8 0  

Othe r me rchan ts appe are d to p ur s ue an ' arri ve and 

see ' p o l i cy wi th reg ard to choo s ing s i te s  for the i r  agen ts . 

An ex am p le i s  provi ded by voyage s whi ch we re j ointly spon so re d  

by the Sydney fi rm s  o f  J . B .  Mon te fiore and John Lamb in 1 8 30 -1 . 

7 8 .  Be l l  to D um are sq , C02 0 1/2 2 3 ,  f . 36 l b ; Browne to 
Darling , ADM , 1/42 4 8 , p .  9 .  

7 9 . Mars den to Dar ling , 1 8  Apri l 1 8 31 ,  S .  Marsden , Pape r s , 
Let ters and Reports , ( NPL/M , Al 9 9 3 ) , p .  1 0 1 ; S . G . , 1 8  
October 1 8 31 ;  Pri ce Di ary , ex t racts in N Z : Departmen t 
o f  Intern a l  A f fair s : Cen tenn i al At las and Gaz et te e r  
Mate ri al , ( WTu , MS Pape rs 2 3 0 ) , B ox 3 ,  P a r t  5 ,  pp . l , 3 . 

8 0 .  J .  O ' C .  Ros s , Pape r s , 1 9 7 3-1 9 7 6( WT u ,  MS Pape rs 1 5 0 0 , 
Folde r 1 ) , ' John Rodolphus Ken t - Mas te r Marine r ' ,  
pp . 1 3 9 -1 4 2 . 
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The s e  me rchan ts took t rade rs to like l y  fl ax exporting are a s  

and , o n  s umm i ng up the potential o f  e a ch location , de cide d  

whe the r or n ot to l e a ve a man t o  re s i de the re ·and conduct 

trade . Monte fio re vi s i ted New Zealand on the Argo late in 

1 8 30 and on thi s voyage landed one agent at Kawhia and , 

apparen tl y , ariother a t  Kapi ti I s l an d .  He te rm in ated hi s 

to ur at that s tage for fe ar o f  the� repe r c us sions o f  the 

Eli zabeth A ffa i r . Howe ve r on 1 7  Febr uary 1 8  31 ano the r ves s e l  

le ft Sydne y wi th m o re Lamb and Monte fio re agents .  On th is 

voyage a Mr S lade was l anded at Kawhi a ,  another agen t at 

Mok a u ,  a thi rd at Ng amo t u ,. Barne t B urn s arri ved at Mahi a ,  

Thomas Ralph a t  Whe r owhe ro and J .W .  H arr i s  was le ft to se t 
81  up two s tati on s  at T urang a .  

The Maor i s '  r d le in thi s proce s s  o f  s e lec ting a si te 

:fur a ·  flax depot was two fo ld . When E 'lirope an s  arri ved in a 

loc ali ty and negoti a ted to e s t ab l i sh a t rade r the re , the 

s uc ce s s ful c on c l  us i on to the negoti ations depended on the 

Eur ope an s ' a s se s smen t o f  how we l l  the Maori s would tre at the 

trade r and how p ro fi t ab le ope rating from tha t  place wo uld be . 

The latter the y  m e a s ured by the enthus i asm local Maori s 

e vi n ced fo r s c rap i ng flax . Howe ve r some Maor i s  played a more 

act i ve part in in fl uencing the Europe an s ' c�oice o f  a 

par ti c ular s i te . For i n s tan ce Tap se l l  was se ttle d  at Make t u  

b y  and a t  the req ue s t  o f  the Te Arawa the re la ti ve s  o f  

h '  b h ' 1 I ' f 82 S ' ' 1 1 h f 1 s  rot e r-ln - aw s w1 e .  1m1 ar y t e pre sen ce o a 

powe r ful prote 8tor and provi de r  i n  the form o f  Te Ra uparaha 

appe a r s  to h a ve been the reason why so many E urope an s l i ved 

d d d f 
. . 1 d 8 3  on an tra e r om K ap1 t 1  I s  an . 

Ini ti a l l y  the choice o f  the s i te for a flax s tation 

was n o t  limi ted by any non-avai labi li ty o f  phormium . The 

common swamp flax was fo und in mos t  par:t s  o f  New z.e a lan d .  

Howe ve r swamp flax � s  d i f fi c ul t  t o  c le an and so i t  was only 

for as l o�g as the e n th us i asm for Europ e an goods i nduce d 

81 . Mont e fi ore ,_ e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , pp . 5 7 - 9 ; Mackay , 
pp . 9 5 --6 ; B .  B urn s , p . S ;  Monte fi ore , OLC 4 25 /1 0 0 8 .  

S t a f ford , p .  1 9 3 .  • 8 2 . 

8 3 .  P .  B urns , Te Raup araha : A Nev7 Pe rspective , We lling ton , 
1 9 8 0 , Chapte r VI I .  
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Mao ri s to exe r t  themse l ve s  to prepare thi s  poore s t  q ua li ty 

phormi um that fibre could be freely p urchased thro ug ho ut New 

Zea l an d . Afte r the Ma.oris ' .  de s ire for .muske ts dim i n i shed o r  

a s  o th e r  commercial acti vi ti e s  opened mo re pro fi tab le options 

to them , they re fused to s crape thi s flax . B ut whi le some 

me rchan ts , as a re s ul t , foun d  that their s uppli e s  o f  fl ax 

had dri e d  up , othe rs contin ue d  to re ce i ve large q uan ti ties 

from the i r  s tation s  in New Ze a l an d . For example it s eem s 

that s tation s  in the Kawh i a  region and those in the Bay o f  

Plen ty contin ue d  to s upply flax for the New S o uth W a le s  

m arke t unti l the late 1 8 30 s . One re ason for thi s w a s  th at 

the vari eti e s  o f  pho rm i  urn ten ax expor ted from the se regions 

in c l uded the k inds de s ign ate d tihore by the Maori s .  The se 

flax e s  we re so fine that the y  could be sc rape d with a finger 

nai l .  They were fo und chi e fly i n  the swamps around Ma ng a­

ta utari , a s i te j us t  s o uth. o f  modern Lake Karap i ro and 

wi thi n  e asy walk ing di s tance o f  the Waipa Ri ve r . The other 

maj o r  s o urce of the tihore spe c i e s  was the Thame s Va lley 

whi ch s e rvi ce d  the Bay o f  Plenty o utlets . 8 4  The e ase with 

whi ch the se fibre s co uld be prepared meant th at for local 

Maori s t rading flax con tin ue d  to be a pro fi tab le b us ine s s  

for a s  long a s  colon i a l  me rchan t s  we re pre pare d to b uy i t . 

Howe ve r  as the ir re t urn s  for flax de cre as e d  s o  Maori s in the 

Waik ato and B ay o f  Plenty are a s , like Maori s e lsewhe re , 

turn e d  i n s te ad to exporting pig meats and grai n s  s uch as 

whe at and mai ze� 8 5  

THE INFLUENCE o f  the boom ye ars in the fl ax t r ade spre ad 

beyon d New Zealand , New S o uth Wales and Van Diemen ' s  Land . 

8 4 . T .  Ke lly , The Soi l ,  C l im ate and Capab i l i ti e s  o f  
Tara n ak i , New Plymo uth , 1 8 6 6 , pp . l1 -l 2 . 

8 5 .  S . H . , 1 June 1 8 37 .  
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Whi le a depre s s i on in the trade and di s i l l usionmen t  wi th the 

prod uct we re e vi dent in the colonies from 1 8 32 , in Britain 

merchants ,  n aval men and pamphle tee rs contin ue d  to p re di ct 

a bright f uture for the phorrn i  urn ten ax trade . Thi s was 

despi te the fac t  that the pri ce for flax contin ue d  to fal l  

on the London m arke t .  The enth usi as ts 1 re acti on to the 

decline in pri ce s was to stre s s  th at i t  had not occ urred be ­

�muse the flax had proved in fe r.io r  to s imi l ar Rus s i an o r  

E urope an prod uc ts in comparat i ve te s ts o f  strength . Nei the r 

was i t  he ld to be a re fle ction o f  phorrn i  urn 1 s val ue in 

man ufact uring . Rathe r , they exp l aine d ,  the New Ze a land 

prod uct a rri ve d in su:::h. a poor s tate th at , e ven tho ugh i t  was 

priced m o re cheap ly than other importe d  hernps , it did n ot 

attrac t the i n te re st o f  buye rs . Indeed no New Ze a lan d  flax 
86 was s o ld in London i n  the las t q uarte r  o f  1 8 31 .  

Un like c o l on i al mercanti l e  con ce rn s who se vi s ion 

o f  trade was re s tri cted to remaining s o l vent on a day to 

day basi s , B r i ti s h  ho use s c o ul d  a fford to import ex pe rimental 

carg oe s  o f  fl ax an d  to write o f f  any losses ag ain s t  the i r  

other comme r c i a l  acti vi tie s .  They we re a l s o  i n  a pos i t i on to 

re spond to any h i n t o f  progre s s  in the trade . Thi s was 

cle ar ly dem on s trated in the re asons be hind the s harp in crease s 

in the price o f  pho rrn i urn  q uo ted on the London :n ark e t i n  J une 

1 8 32 and J uly 1 8 3:3 .  The first leap came in the w ake o f  an 

anno un cement o f  the s ucce s s  o f  n a va l  te s ts be ing pe r formed 

on rope and can va s  m an u£act ure d from New Zealand flax by the 
8 7  London ropem ak e r , M . J . J .  Don lan . The second proceede d 

from m o ve s  to e s t abl i sh a :  P ub l i c  Compan y  to man u fact ure 

phortni urn ten ax . 8 8 Thi s renewe d i n te re s t  was also re fle cted 

8 6 .  S . G . , 6 March 1 8 32 .  See a l so Benne tt , I I , 7 8 ;  
Ende rby , e vi de n ce , 1 8 3 8 Rep ort , pp . 7 5 ,  7 8 , 7 9 ; 
McDonne l l , pp . l 7 -l 8 .  

8 7 .  S . G .  , 2 7 October 1 8  32 . 
8 8 .  S . G . , 2 4  Decembe r 1 8 3 3 . The p rospec tus was i s s ue d  

ag ain i n  1 8 34 - S . G . , .2 4 J illle 1 8 3 4 .  See a lso Pro ­
spec t us for the EStabl i shment o f  a Nation a l  Factory 
for t.he Man u facture o f  Vario us Arti c le s  from New Ze aland 
Flax , ( WTu , q PAH , c .  1 8  3 0 ) . 
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in the le ve l  o f  trading at New Z e a l and , fo r i t  appe ars that 

on the s t reng th o f  that promi s ing s i t uat ion the Bardas te r  

and the E le anor we re di spatched from London and be tween them 

loaded 3 3 8 tons o f  fl ax . 

Altho ugh by the mid 1 8  3 0 s  the trade in New Zeala::1d 

fl ax thr o ug h  the coloni es to B ri t ain had a l l  b ut cease d ,  

the enth us i a sm o f  B ri ti sh wri te r s  was not dampe ne d . For 

examp le the whaling fi rm o f  Ende rby & Co had p ur ch ased 

Captain Harri s ' paten t for m ak i ng rope from New Z e al and 

flax and they had used the se rope s on the i r  ve s s e l s  thrO UJho ut 

the 1 8 30 s . They c l aimed that- the rope s we re both che ape r an d 
8 9  stronger th an tho se m an ufac t ure d from Rus s i an hemp s . Othe r 

me rchan t s , in spi te o f  the indi f fe ren t re s ul ts o f  Royal Navy 

te sts on phorrni t:m tenax d uring the 1 8 30 s 9 0 , claimed that i f  

the flax was we 1 1  prepare d be fore i t  le ft New Z e a l an d  for 

the Bri t i sh and E urope an m arke t s , i ts pop ul ari ty wo uld s oon 

be re vi ve d .  9 1  Inde e d  in 1 8 36 and 1 8 38 i t  was reported that 

m an ufac t ure r s  in Fran ce and S c o tl and had shown renewed 

intere s t  in the New Zea land product . 9 2  

Thi s  optim i sm was not re flected i n  impr o ve d  pri ce s  

for flax or a revi val in the t rade . Rathe r the c a l ls for 

the improve d  m an agement o f  the tr ade at New Zea lan d  and the 

incre as ingly wide ly p ub lici zed promo tion o f  flax a s  an ob j e c t  

o f  s tr a tegi c and n ational importan ce , became c a ug h t  up in 

the wider q ue stion o f  the Bri ti sh coloni z ation o f  New Zea l and . 

Those who wan te d to p rote ct New Zealand ' s  re s o urce s o f  

phorrni urn fo r Bri tain ' s  use favo ure d  colon i z ati on a s  a mean s  

8 9 . Ende rby , e vi den ce , 1 8 3 8  Report , pp . 7 2 ,  7 3 ,  7 8 .  

9 0 .  Appendix , 1 8 3 8 Report , pp . l 5 7 -9 . 

91 . S .  H .  , 2 8 Harch 1 8  3 3 .  

9 2 . L . A . , 1 4  Apri l l 8 36 ;  Hinds , evi dence , 1 8 3 8 Report , _ 
p.-1 2 6 . 



fto that en d ;  those whci we re comm i tted to the c ause o f  

t_ annex ing New Zeal and to the Bri ti sh Empire g ladly adde d 

flax to the i r  li s t  o f  re asons why s uch a move s ho uld not 

be de laye d .  

1 05 

THE DURATION o f  the pe ak ye ars o f  the New Zealand fl ax 

trade and s om e  o f  the mon th ly and ann ual vari ations in New 

south Wa le s ' · imports o f  phorrni un res ulte d from re c ogn i sed 

marke t  force s s uch as price an d demand . Howe ve r i t  was the 

change ab le trading s it uation· in New Ze al and that chie fly 

de termined the trends in the vo l une s  o f  flax imported into 

the colon y  from 1 8 2 8  to 1 8 4 0 . 

Fin ding ex ten si ve s o ur ce s  o f  high q uality flax and 

perhap s e s ta b l i shing a re s i dent agent in New Zealand we re 

importan t to the contin uati on and s tabi l i ty o f  the trade, ye t 

nothing co uld be done i f  Maor i s  we re unwi l ling to trade or 

were not inte re s te d  in s craping flax . Pe rhaps more than 

any o ther commercial under taking in New Zea l and at that 

time the fl ax trade req ui re d inten s i ve Maori - E urope an 

co-ope ration and the s ucce s s - o f  the trading depende d 

almo s t  e n ti re ly on the person s  eng aged in i t .  Be c a use o f  thi s 

and be ca use the flax tr ade was ve ry s us ceptib le to ex tern al 

in fl uence s ,  i t  high lighted the i s s ue s  o f  Maori - E urope an 

re lation s  and g o ve rnmen t inte r vention in trade - i s s ue s  

whi ch wi l l  b e  de a l t  wi th in s ucceeding chapters . 
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Chap ter Three 

The Timbe r  Trade 1 8 2 8 - 1 8 4 0 

There were two export timbe r trade s carried on at 

New Ze aland d ur ing the 1 8 30 s  the spar t rade and the 

col on i al timber trade . 

The form e r  was a risky but po ten t i a l ly high ly 

pro fi tab le comme rci al en terpri se eng age d  in by on ly a few 

co lon i al me rch an t s  and was ai.rned at m arke ts in Britain and 

So uth Ameri c a . The l at te r  i n vo l ve d  m any merchants and 

timbe rrnen both in the colonies and aro un d  New Zea l an d  and 

i ts vo l ume was l arge ly de te rmine d by the vari ab le dem ands 

for the New Ze a l an d  woods on the m ark e ts o f  New S o uth Wale s , 

Van Diemen ' s  Lan d , S o uth A us tral i a  and Port Phi l lip . 

The t re e s  whi ch be came the spars and timbe rs o f  the 

trade were t aken from seve ral p laces wi thin New Ze a l and . 

Howe ve r the on ly s i te s  whi ch de ve lope d  into maj or timbe r 

exporting are a s  d uring the 1 8 30 s  we re those whi ch had the 

e s sent i a l  ing re di ents o f  the timbe r trade qua l i ty woods , 

pe op le wi th the faci l i tie s and knowledge to prepare the 

timbers to E urope an spe ci fi cations an d a l abo ur force whi ch 

was large eno ug h  to undertake the fe l ling , s awing and l oading 

o f  the tree s .  

DURING THE 1 8 2 0 s  spars from New Ze a l and had been t aken to 

Brit ain and h ad per fon1ed we l l  irt te s ts cond ucte d in dock ­

yards and abo ard n a va l  ve s se l s . As conditions for trading 

at New Zealand impro ve d  gene ra l ly i n  the l ate 1 82:0 s s o  did 

the opport un i ti e s  for the spar trade . 

Ve ry l i tt le i s  known abo ut thi s bran ch o f  the timbe r 

trade . For ex amp le n o  indication can be g i ven o f  the n umbe r 

o f spars tha t  re ached Bri t ain or any o f  the othe r m arke t s  

t o  whi ch they were sent . Ne i the r i s  i t  cle ar wha t  p rice s 

were p ai d  for the New Zealand spars . Howe ve r  some i n di c ati on 

o f  the n unbe r s  o f  ve s se ls in vo l ve d  in the ' spar trade ' i s  
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g i ven i n  Appendi ce s  1 4  ano 1 5 . 
There we re pe rhaps 1 8  cargoes sen t to London 

1 82 9 - 39 an d 6 prob ab ly wen t  to S o uth Ame ri c a  in the s ame 

perio d .  The n umbe r o f  me rchan t s  involve d  in thi s bran ch o f  

the trade was e ven smal le r than the few carg oe s  o f  spars 

taken fran New Ze aland in the 1 8 30 s . 

Some merchan ts we re i n vo l ved w i th on l y  one cargo : 

for i n s t an ce John Thom as Wi l s on ' s  sole comrni tment was 

sponsoring the voyag e  o f  the Lord Gode ri ch whi ch loaded 

spars fo r Ri o de Jan e i ro in 1 8  36 . A few New Ze aland-based 

timbe r me rchants we re re spon s ible for org ani s ing the export 

of i n d i vi d ua l  cargoe s : for ex ample Thom as McDonne l l  arrange d  

for the colle cti on o f  the spars aboard the Earl Durham in 

1 8  37 an d  J .  R .  Clendon l oade d  and d ispatche d h i s  own ve s se l ,  

the Tok e r a u ,  when i t  wen t  to Chi le in 1 8 3 8 . Howe ve r the 

men w i th the gre ate s t  invo l vement in the spar trade were 

the New S o uth Wales m e rchants Ran ulph Dacre ( S ur re y  1 Nan cy 1 
Boli n a ) and Ri chard Jon e s  & Co ( John Barry , Pyram us 1 
Coroman de l ). The Roya l  Navy also took two carg o e s  o f  spars 

and other n a val timbers d uring the 1 8 30 s  ( HMS B u f fa lo ) . 

The re as on for the re l ative ly low le ve l  o f  inte re s t  

in the s p ar trade was the high degree. o f  ri sk in vo l ved in 

i t . To the p rob lems ·as soci ate d  wi th s ai ling a ve s s e l  hal f­

way aroun d  the world we re adde d the di f fi c ul ti e s  p re s en ted 

by the r udimen tary s t ate o f  the timber trade at New Ze alan d .  

Tree s de s tine d t o  b e  fas hioned into spars had to be 

se lected wi th s pe ci a l  care an d wi th a ful l k n owledg e  of the 

vario us g ua l i  tie s requi re d in m a s t  m aking . For thi s  re ason 

a mer chan t e i ther made provi si on for the prospe ct that h i s  

ve s s e l. wo uld b e  de laye d i n  New Ze a l and whi le h e  o r  the 

ve s s e l ' s m a s te r  chose the s ui table tree s ( and then h ad them 

pre pared and loade d )  or he took the g amb le o f  using the 

servi ce s  o f  a Europe an timbe rm an who was re s i de n t  i n  New 

Zea l an d .  More ove r  master s  h ad to rep ly on !.faori s to as s i s t  

in l o ading the ir ves s e ls . Whene ver they chose n ot to he lp -

whethe r i t  w a s  b e cause they h ad s uf fi cient E ur ope an goods 
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for the i r  needs o r  b e cause the Europe an s had o f fende d  them 

in some w ay Maori s c o uld lim i t  the p r o fi t abi lity o f  a 

voyage . For examp le in 1 8 2 9  the Ros lyn Cas tle and the 

sophi a we re ob liged to s a i l  wi th part ly fi l le d  holds be ca use 

Maori s re fused to a s s i s t  wi th the i r  loading . 1 Othe r ri sk s 

as soci ated with a leng thy s tay in New Ze a l an d  inc l uded the 

de sertion o f  crewmen and the pos sibi l i ty o f  being attacke d 

by Maor i s . 

H aving s ucce e ded in loading spars at New Ze aland 

and s a fe ly de li ve ri ng them to the marke t ,  the merchar.t faced 

a furthe r set of p rob lem s whi ch co uld de s t roy the p urpose 

o f  hi s voyage . The se s temme d  from the fact that the spar 

marke t w as a highly speci ali ze d and an cient one . Th us the 

ar ri va l  o f  the New Ze a l and products was re a c te d  to with 

cauti on . It was not pos s i b le to be too c are ful or too 

selecti ve when p urchasing a spar be cause the s a fe ty o f  a 

ve s se l ,  i t s  cargo an d the l i ve s  o f  i ts c rewmen depended on 

the quali ty o f  the timbe r use d  in i ts m a s ts and yards . Mas t  

timbe r s  h ad . to be s trong an d durable an d at the s ame ti1ne 

we re req ui re d  to be l ight , flex ible an d e l as ti c  eno u:;r h  not 

to snap in squa l l s  or during s udden win d  changes at se a .  

Indeed the art o f  the mas t m aker was s o  re fin ed th at , 

among s t  o the r cri te ri a ,  he j udged the q ua lity o f  a spar from 

i t s  colo ur and sm e ll .  Al so important we re the sm oot_hne s s  o f  

the g rain , the e a s e  wi th whi ch i t  co uld . be worke d and the 

abi l i ty o f  the s t i ck to re t ain the g �� y  re s i n  that i s  

common t o  coni fe rs and whi ch wo uld pre ve n t  a m as t  from drying 

o ut an d c ra cking . 2 

I n  addition ' to having the se q ua li tie s , the spars 

we re a l s o  ex pected to be c ut in the proporti on o f  one inch 

di ame te r fo r eve ry one yard in leng th ; b ows p ri ts were pro­

porti on ate ly thi cke r ,  whi le y ards we re e x pe cte d to be more 

s lende r .  A s l ight de vi ation in the p roportion o f  the di ame te r 

to leng th l mve re d the val ue o f  the s ti ck signi fi c an tly . More ­

o ve r  e ve n  the sma ll e s t  kno t o f  rotten wood would ea use a 

1 . S . G . , 4 June , 2 1  July 1 82 9 . 
2 . S .  H .  , 4 J uly 1 8  3 3 . 
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potent i al p urchase r t o  re j e c t  a spar . Thus the fe l ling , 

squaring and pre s en tation o f  a spar v1as cruci al in de te r­

mining the p ri ce that it wo uld obt ain . A ' s li ght e rror in 

fe l l ing co uld rende r a s i ng le s ti ck , poten ti a lly worth £ 1 0 0  

a s  a m as t ,  un fi t for anything b ut £ 1 5 · w orth o f  timbe r ' . 

Inde e d  the h i s tori an Albion e s tim ated that on l y  one spar in 

ten tho us and was chosen to be fi t enough to be come a m ain-
3 m ast .  

C l early s ome merchants be lie ve d  that the ri sk s 

in vo l ve d  i n  the spar trade We re WOrth tak ing . An obvi o us 

rea son for thi s was th at the re turn from s e l ling fi rs t­

class spars co uld be g re at .  One co:rrlt-nen tator p ut the i r  

poten t i al val ue  a s  high a s  £ 1 9 8 . 4 Howe ve r n o  s ale s  h ave 

been recorde d wi th s u ffi cien t  de tai l to s uppo rt or re fute 

the a s se rt i on that New Ze a lan d  spars co uld be worth a s  

m uch a s  £ 2 0 0" b ut the fact that on ly a few me rchants we re 

in vo l ve d  wi th mo re than one cargo seem s  to s ugg e s t  that 

the i r  re t urn s we re not large . 

Far from being induce d by the chan ce o f  re cei ving 

a high pri ce for New Ze a l and sp ars m o s t  of the me rch an t s  

who we re i n vo l ve d  i n  the New Ze aland spar trade were ful fi ll ­

ing the te rm s  o f  a Royal Navy contr act t o  s upp ly spars . Th us 

Ran ulph Dacre , Thoma s  McDonne l l  and Ri chard Jone s & Co a l l  

arranged t o  have carg o e s  t aken from New Ze aland on beh al f 
5 o f  B r i t i s h  fi rm s  who had contrac ted to s upply the Navy . 

The c on tract s spe c i fi e d  the req uire d  s i ze for the spars , s e t  
a pri ce for the s upp lying o f  the same , and de termined a time 

wi thi n  whi ch the o rde r had to be fi l le d .  Thi s  remo ve d  s om e  

o f  t h e  ri sk from the spar trade and m e an t  that the me rchant 

3 .  R . G .  Alb i on , Fore s t s  an d Sea Powe r : The Timber Prob lem 
o f  the Roya l  N avy 1 6 5 2 -1 8 6 2 , Connec t i c ut ,  1 9 6 5 , 
pp . 2 8 - 9 . 

4 . Ni c o l l s , Memo ri al Re l ati ve to New Ze a l and , C02 0 1 /1 4 7 , 
f . l 8 6 b ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  6 0 6 . 

5 .  Dac re to Colon i al Secret ary , 4 February 1 8 4 1 , Browne , 
OLC 4 0 8 , 4 0 8 a - c/9 7 8 - 8 1 ; S . G . , 2 7  july , 1 8  September 
1 8  3 7 . 
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co uld conce n t rate on the p rob lem o f  ge tting on l y  the be s t  

spars from New Zea land i n  the knowledge th a t  the re was , 

app arently , a g uarantee d m arke t  for them i n  B ri t ain . 

Be ing a party to s uch a contract reporte d ly mean t  

that the trade re turned a re ason able pro fi t  for London 
6 merchan t s . Howe ve r the colon i a l  me rchan ts who we re 

invo l ve d  do not appe ar to have be come not ab ly we a lthy . For 

in s tan ce Ran ulph Dacre was b ank rupte d  in 1 8 4 2 , and Thomas 

McDonne ll di d not · appear to h a ve been more p ro spe ro us when 

he re t urne d  to the H okian g a  a fte r de li ve ring a c argo o f  sp ars 

to the Uni te d  Kingdom . 

I f  the voyage s whi ch were spon sored by the Royal 

Navy , e i the r thro ugh the i s s uing o f  c on tr a c t s  or the dispatch 

of H . M . ' s  ve s s e l s  to New Zea land are di s co un te d , the spar 

trade fo rmed a neg li gible part o f  New Ze al an d ' s  commerce 

in the 1 8 30 s . Con temporari e s  s ugge s te d  th at thi s was 

be c a use the New Ze a l and s pars we re di f fi c ul t  to s e l l  open ly 

on the B ri t i sh m arke t .  Among s t  the re ason s for thi s we re the 

high ch arg e s  for ge tting the New Ze a l an d  woods to Britain . 

Be caus e  o f  this facto r the spars we re s ai d  to co s t  5 0  pe rcent 

more than those from ri va l so urce s s uch as Vi rgini a . 7 Other 

wri te rs fe lt that the Bri ti sh merchan t s  who we re re spon sib le 

for importing the R us s i an an d North Ameri c an timbers were 

acti ve ly , and s ucce s s ful ly , campaigning ag ain s t  the accept­

an ce o f  the New Ze a l and timbers in orde r to s us tain the i r  
8 

own monopoly in the task o f  s upp lying the N a vy .  HowEive r 

the m a j o r  re ason for what appe ars to h a ve been a poor re spon s e  

to New Z e a land spars i n  Bri t ain , and e l s ewhe re in the "mr]..d ,  

was the vari ab le and generally poor q ua l i ty o f  the ex ported 

timbe r s . Coloni a l  merch ants , Maori s, and. E urope an t imbe rmen 

6 .  A .  Hawley to T .  B urdekin , 1 3  Apr i l 1 8 37 ,  B urdek in 
Pape rs : Re cords o f  B urdekin and Hawley 1 8 2 9 - 5 0 , Le t te r s  
Re ce i ve d  from Al fre d Haw le y  1 8 30 -September 1 8 37 ,  
(NPL/N , Ms s 1 4 7/ 8 6x ) , p .  1 2 s . 

7 . NavaJ_ Comm i s s i oners ·to Colon i a l  O f fi ce. , 6 June 1 8 2 7 ,  
H . R . N . Z . _ , I ,  6 7 5 .  

8 .  S . H . , 4 July 1 8 3 3 .  
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re si dent in New Ze a lan d , we re not ski l le d  eno ug h  at j udg ing 

the q ua li tie s meq ui re d  for fi rst-c l as s  spars . Even a timber­

man o f  the expe rience of the Re v .  Wi lliam Whi te appe ars to 

have been un able to anticipate the mark e t  requi rement s . Th us 

the cargo o f  3 8  spars he se lecte d  fo r the Lord Gode rich on ly 

re turned abo ut £ 6 5 0  when they we re sold on the Braz i l i an and 

London m arke ts . 9 

Altho ugh the s i ze and the ret urn s o f  the New Ze aland 

spar trade m ay have bee n  smal l , the exi sten ce of the trade 

had a s igni fi can t  e f fe ct in the de cis�on mak ing whi ch le d 

up to the colon i z at i on o f  th at co un try . In Bri t ain , d uring 

the 1 8 30 s , se ve ra l  pe op le we re moved to m ake pub li c  commen ts 

on the fut ure o f  the trade . Fo r ins tan ce S i r  Wi l li am Symonds , 

p urveyor-general o f  the Roya l  Navy , was s ai d  to have reg arded 

the New Ze a lan d  timbe r s  s o  high ly that he use d  them whene ve r  
1 0  he c o ul d  as spars for the Roya l  Navy . Moreove r  e ven the 

me rchan t s  who h ad cri t i ci zed the quali ty o f  the spar s tha t  

had been imported d uring the 1 8 30 s  agre e d  that , when i t  wa.s 

p rope r l y  se le cted and p re p are d ,  the New Zea land product would 

. d d b 1 bl f t d th h . . . b 11 h 1n ee e va ua e o r  m as s an o e r  s 1 p  �1m ers . T_ us 

timbe r ,  like flax , be came one o f  the n a t ur a l  re source s tha t  

9 .  J . T .  Wi ls on to F .  Whi te , 2 7  July 1 .8 36 , B urdekin 
Pape r s : Re cords o f  B urdekin and Hawley 1 8 2 9 - 5 0 ,  Le t te r­
book Octobe r 1 8 35 -Hay 1 8 38 ,  (NPL/H , MS S 1 4 7/8 3) , 
pp . 7 5 -6 ; B .  B urdek in to T .  B urdekin , 1 Aug ust 1 8 37 ,  
B urdekin Pape rs : Re c ords o f  Burde k i n  and H aw le y  1 8 2 9 - 5 0  
Let te rs Re ce i ve d  from Ben j amin B urdek in , 1 8 2 9 - 4 0 , 

(NPL/M , Ms s 1 4 7 / 8 5x ) , p .  2 7 3 . 
· 

1 0 . B aring , e vi den ce , Report from the S e lect Commi ttee o f  
the Ho use o f  Lo rds appointed to enqui re into the 
Pre sent State o f  the I s lands o f  New Ze aland and the 
Expe dien cy o f  reg ul ating the Se t t lement o f  Bri ti s h  
S ub j e ct s  the rein , wi th min ute s o f  e vi de n ce , G . B . P . P . , 
1 8 37 - 8 , XXI , ( 6 8 0 ) ( 1 2 3)  ffiere a fte r c ited as 1 8 3 8 
Report! , p .  1 5 3 .  

11 . Ni cho las , Monte fi ore , Ende rby , Fi t z Roy , e vi den ce , 
1 8 3 8 !<-epor t , pp . 5 , 6 2 , 7 1 , 7 5 , 1 6 3 .  



were freq uen t ly re fe rre d to as importan t  re a s on s  fo r the 

Bri t i sh g o ve rnment to bring the co un try p rompt ly and 

i rre vo c ab ly unde r Impe r i a l  con t rol . 

THE T I MB E R  trade between New Ze aland and the colon i e s  o f  

New S o uth Wale s , Van Dieme.n ' s  Lan d , South Aus tral i a  an d 

Port Phi l l i p  was , in i ti ally , reg arded as a s i de l ine to the 

export s p a r  t r ade . For ex ample , in 1 8 2 3 when C ap tain He rd 

o f  the Provi dence di scove re d  that the Mao ri s o f  Hok i an g a  

had c ut hi s l arge s t  sp ars t o o  sho rt 6 0  fe e t  i n s tead 

o f  8 0 - 9 0  fee t  he contem p l ated taking the short timbe rs 

to S ydney to se l l  o f f che ap ly an d then re t urn ing to New 

1 1 2 

1 2  
Zeal and to l o ad spar s  whi ch we re o f  the req ui si te leng th . 

Simflar ly in 1 8 35 Th omas McDonn e l l  wrote to h i s  Sydney 

agen t s , Jon e s  & Co , in forming them of some o f  the di f fi c ul t i e s  

he face d i n  ful fi ll i ng h i s spar con t rac t . H e  noted that a fte r 

a t ree was fe l led o r  par t ly s q uared i t  was o ften fo un d  to b e  

de fe cti ve i n  some way . Hi s an swe r for re c o up ing some o f  the 

expen se o f  parti ally pre paring the then wo r th l e s s  spar was 

to c ut i t  i nt o  s l ab s  an d send i t  to Sydney for sa le as timbe r . 1 3  

Howe ve r from the l a te 1 8 2 0 s m any me rchan t s  who had no in vo l ve ­

ment wi th the spar t rade sent ve s se l s t o  New Ze a l and to 

p urch ase t imber for the coloni al ( and some So uth Se a I � l an d s ) 1 4 

m a rke ts . 

The t rends in the vo l urne o f  colon i a l  imports c;> f  NE)w 

Ze aland timbe rs an d the le ve l.s of shipping associ ate d with 

that t rade a re shown in Appendice s 4 , 5 , 1 7  and 1 8 .  

The trade g rew on ly s lowly in the ye a rs 1 82 8 -1 8 31 ;  

there we re se ve r a l  re ason s fo r th is . Foremos t  was the fact 

that the colon i al e conomi e s  were sti l l  re co ve ring from the 

1 2 . ��. , 2 Jan uary 1 8  2 3 .  

1 3 . T .  McDonne ll t o R .  Jones & Co , 1 7  Septembe r 1 8 35 ,  
Ri ley Pape rs , Doc uments 1 8 1 7 -1 8 5 6 , ( NPL/M , Al 0 9 ) , 
p .  9 3 .  

1 4 . See Appen di x  1 6 . 



11 3 

e ffe c t s  o f  the general depre s s ion o f  the l ate 1 82 0 s  an d  s o  

the m a rk e t  for timbe rs to be use d  in shipb ui lding and 

gene ral cons truction was also on l y  s lowly impro vin g . Those 

me rchant s  who be came heavi ly in vo l ve d  in the New Zealand 

timber trade at thi s time fo und that the i r  re turns did not 

repay · thei r  in ve s tment . Fo r ex amp le , Thomas Raine 1 5  and 

Gordon B rowne began the Te Horeke timbe r and do ckyard in 

182 7 .  The i r  prim ary aims we re to export spars to London and 

to b ui l d  ve s se l s . H oweve r  they also appe ar to have re ali sed 

the pro fi ts to be h ad from importing the q uali ty s o ftwoods ... 
o f  New Z e a l and i n to New South Wal e s  and Van Diemen ' s  Land . 

Th us in J an uary 1 8 2 8  Browne announ ce d  the opening o f  the 

' New Ze a l and Timbe r Whar f ( Yard ) ' in George Stree t ,  Sydney , 

1 5 . Thom as Raine ( 1 7 9 3 -1 8 6 0 )  was an ex plore r , m arine r 
an d Sydney m e rchant . He wi l l  be mentioned freq uently 
in thi s the s i s . 
In 1 8 2 3 Raine , fonne r ly the m a s te r  o f  con vi ct ship s , 
s e t t led in Sydney whe re , in pa rtne rship wi th Davi d  
Ram s ay , h e  s e t  up i n  b us ine s s  a s  a gene ral import­
export merchant , shipowner and ship ' s  agent . The 
fi rm prospe re d  and be came in vo l ve d  in many aspe cts 
o f  colon i al , Paci fi c and Far Eas te rn comme rce . Rai ne 
and Rarns ay ' s  partne rship was di s so l ve d  in 1 8 2 8  and 
Gordon Brown e  became a s soci ated with Raine in the 
New Zeal and venture s .  
In 1 8 31 ,  a fte r h i s  bank r uptcy , Raine ret i re d  to hi s 
farm at Bath ur s t , g radually di sposed o f  hi s mercan ti le 
inte re s ts and be came a farme r .  
Thom a s  Raine ' s  biog raphe r ,  H . E .  Maude , commented tha t  

' Raine s tood o ut among h i s  col le a g pe.s for h i s  im ag in­
ati on in vi s ua li z ing the comme rci al p o s sibi liti e s o f  
new locali tie s ,  p roducts and trade ro utes and h i s  
te chn i cal abi l i ty to exp loit them ' .  Thus , for example , 
the on ly thing wrong in h i s  cal cul at i on o f  the pro­
spe cts o f  the New Ze al and timbe r trade and the s tation 
at Te Horeke was h i s  fai l ure to s us tain hi s credit­
worthine s s  o r  to fin d  s u ffi cient c api t a l  to remain 
s o l  ven t  in t he depre s s ion o f  the l ate 1 8 2 0 s  The 
Aus trali an Dictionary o f  Biog raph y , l-7 8 8 -1 8 5 0 , e d--:----D . Pi ke 
2 vol s , Me lbourne , 1 9 6 6 , 1 96 7 ,  I I , 35 9 - 6 0 .  
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a b us ine ss that was to speci ali ze in the m arke ting o f  New 

1 d Woods . l 6  
zea an 

Sales we re s low but the s igns we re enco ur aging , 

an d i n  Apri l 1 8 2 9  the Sydne y Ga ze tte app l aude d the Te Ho reke 

venture as a 1 Bo ld and spi ri te d  un de rtaking 1 • 1 7  Howeve r  by 

June 1 8 3 0 both Raine an d Browne we re face d wi th fin ancial 

di f fi c ultie s1 8  and in 1 8 31 the y  we re oblige d  to s e l l  Te 
1 9  

Horeke and t o  close the y ard in Sydney .  

The othe r m a j or factor in the s low g rowth o f  the 

trade in the l ate 1 8 2 0 s was that timbe r had a ri val fo r 

carg o space on tran s -Tasm an ve s s e l s  New Zealan d  flax . 

The .boom yea rs of the pho rmi um trade we re 1 8 2 8-1 8 31 and 

bec ause larg e pro fi ts co uld be made thro ug h  re -exporting 

thi s  p roduct to Britain ve ry li ttle inte re s t  was s hown in 

New Ze a l and re source s whi ch could not be re -exported from 

the colon ie s . Fo r ex amp le , in con�rast to imports o f  f l ax  

at thi s  time 1 ve ry li ttle New Zea land timbe r w a s  re -exporte d  

from New South Wale s .  From 6 July 1 8  30  to 5 July 1 8  3 1  New 

So uth Wa le s import s o f  New Ze aland timbe rs - o ars , de als 

an d  spars we re va lue d  at £ 2 2 0 4 . Abo ut 7 pe rcent of  them 

were re -expo rted ( apparently to Van Diemen 1 s La:1d ) whi le 

6 2  pe rcent o f  the f l ax importe d during the s ame period was 

sent on to markets o ut s i de New South Wale s . 2 0  

In 1 8  32 the n unbers o f  cargoe s o f  New Ze a l and wood s  

whi ch we re entere d a t  colon i a l  po rts and the va l ue o f  timber 

importe d from New Zealan d  we re almos t twic e  the e q ui valen t 

1 8 31 fig ure s . One rea son for thi s was the s udden de cl ine in 

the flax trade boom abo ut m i d -1 8 32 .  The m e rchan ts who had 

committe d thei r  ve s se ls , men and money to trading at New 

Ze a l an d  that ye ar an d  who came to be l i e ve that col le cting 

1 6 .  S . G . , 1 6  Jan uary , 2 3  May 1 8 2 8 .  
1 7 . S . G . , 2 5  Apri l 1 8 2 9 .  See al s o  S . G . , 1 0  De cembe r 1 8 2 8 .  
1 8 .  S .  G .  , 1 Apri 1 1 1 J une 1 8  30 . 
1 9 .  S . G . , 2 6  Octobe r 1 8 30 ,  1 0  Febr uary 1 8 31 ;  J . 0 1 C . Ro s s , 

TTe Horeke : Pre -Co lon i al Shipyard and Trading Es tab­
li shment 1 , The Re cords of the Ne\v Ze a l an d  Hi stori c 
Place s Tr us t , n o . �' March 1 9 8 0 , p . l 9 . 

2 0 .  � . G . , 1 3 ,  1 7  Septembe r 1 8 31 .  
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phonn i um  would n o t  rep ay ·  thei r  i n ve s tment , t urne d thei r  

atten tion t o  import ing o the r New Ze a l and products - incl uding 

timbe r .  Thi s wo uld also appea r  to expl ain why mo s t  o f  the 

timbe r  carg o e s  we re ente re d  in the l at te r  mon ths o f  1 8 32 and 

why 1 8 32 was , unt i l  1 8 39 ,  the ye ar in whi ch mo s t  c a rgoe s o f  

timbe r we re ente red into the colon i e s . 

The in crea se in timbe r importing from 1 8  32 al s o  

re fle cted the upt urn i n  the colon i a l  e conomies . The m iddle 

and later 1 8 30 s  were ye a rs o f  g rowth and expans ion in the 

co lon i e s  o f  the A us trali an cont inent .  The Europe an pop u­

lation the re incre ased on the ave rage at the rate o f  1 0 . 5 2 

percen t pe r ye a r .  2 1  The pop ulation g rowth o f  some colon i e s  

was spe ctac ular . For example the pop ulation o f  Port Phi l l i p  

g rew from 2 2 4  E urope an s i n  1 8 36 to 1 �2 91 i n  1 8 4 1 . In 

con seq uence the p hy s i c al s i ze o f  the c olon i e s  in c re as e d  and 

in the l arg e r  urban centre s  new indus t ri e s  we re e s t ab li s he d  

t o  se rvi ce the n e e d s  o f  the inc reased population . Th us 

flo ur m i l l s , b r a s s  an d i ron fo undri e s , s hipb ui lding ya rds ; soap 

work s  an d b rewe ri e s  opened up in Sydney ,  whi le in Hob art and 

Laun ce s ton shipb ui lding an d the a s s oci ated indus trie s  o f  

s a i l -mak ing an d rope -making, a.nd s aw m i l ling bec ame the 

predominan t  local i n d us trie s . Thi s  gen e r a l  expan s i on i n c re ased 

the deman d for impor te d  g oods o f  a l l  k inds and New So uth 

Wal e s import s , fo r e x ample , ro se in val ue by more than 5 0 0  

pe r cent i n  the y ea r s  1 8 31 -1 8 4 0 . 2 2  

2 1 . G .  Greenwood , Aus trali a ,  A Soci a l  and Pol i ti ca l  
Hi s tory , Sydney , 1 9 5 5 , p .  4 2 8 .  

2 2 . S .  Morri s se y , ' The Pastoral Economy , 1 8 2 1 -1 8 5 0 ' , 
in E s says i n  E c onom i c  Hi s tory o f  Aus trali a ,  ed . 
J .  G ri f fin , 2 n d  e d � ,  Mi l.ton ," Queen s l and , 1 9 7 0 , 
pp . ? 0 - 8 6 . 



1 1 6  

The g rowth i n  the tran s -Tasman timbe r t rade w as a 

part o f  thi s  general in cre ase in importing and was , speci fic ­

ally , a re spon se t o  the dem and for timbe rs to s us tain the 

boom in re s i denti al , comme rci al an d ve s s e l  con s truction . 

Inde e d  the monthly an d ann ual variation s in the n umbe r o f  

timbe r cargoes ente re d  at colon i a l  ports from New Ze a l and 

can be exp lained alm o s t  s o l e ly in te rm s  o f  the rise and 

fal l  o f  the colon i a l  dem and fo r the prod uct . 

In 1 8  3 3  the vo l une o f  colonial imports o f  New Ze alan d  

timbe r rose by 2 3  percen t .  'I'h i s  increase in the exports o f  

wood re s ul ·te d in i t s  be coming a s carce and expen s i ve commodi ty 

in New Zealan d .  Fo r ins tan ce the re was ve ry l i t tle wood for 

sale in the Bay o f  I s l an ds when the Eme rald cal led in April 

1 8  34"  and the pri ce whi ch was being demanded for it exceede d  

the p ri ce o f  the equi valent product o n  the con tempo rary 
. 2 3 Arne r1 can marke t .  Howe ve r , in the s ame ye a r , Harkham 

fo und that s awn p l ank s o f  New Zealand pine were ' ve ry che ap ' 

. h 1 . 2 4  111 t e co on1e s . 

There was a 4 8  pe rcent de crease in the ann ua l val ue 

o f  c olon i a l  imports o f  New Ze a l and timbers in 1 8 3 4 .  Thi s  

apparent dec rease i s  par t ly acco unted for b y  a fal l  1n the 

pri ce s  p ai d  fo r the product from an average o f  4 � d  pe r foot 

d uring 1 8 32 2 5  to 2 d  per foot in Apri l l 8 34 . 2 6  The n unbe r o f  

carg oe s  containing New Zealand woods ente re d at New S o uth 

Wale s a l s o  de clined that ye ar . However in Van Diemen ' s  Lan d 

the m a rket was expanding . In May 1 8 3 4 the Hobart Town Co uri e r  

reported a • rage ' fo r b ui lding i n  Hob a.rt whi ch w a s  be ing 

fue lled by the i nc re a se in the imports o f  New Ze a l an d  timbe r . 2 7  

The s ame ' rage ' for b ui l ding apparently m ade New Z e a lan d  pine 

very s carce in Laun ce s ton in Octobe r 1 8 3 4 2 8  de spite c arg o e s  

2 3 . Eme rald , l og , ( PAI'·1BU 2 2 3) , frame s 0 2 5 , 1 4 0 .  
2 4 . E .  Markharn ,  New Zea land o r  Re co l lection s  o f  I t , e d . 

E . H .  McCorrn i ck , We l ling ton , 1 9 6 3 ,  p .  4 8 .  
2 5 . -��· , 31 Jan uary 1 8  33 . 
2 6 .  L . A . 1 0  Apri l l 8 34 ;  S . G . , 1 May 1 8 34 .  

2 7 . H .  T .  g_. , 2 May 1 8  34 . 

2 8 . L . A . , 9 October 1 8 34 .  
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being entered the re in March , Jun e  and Septembe r whi ch 

tot a l l e d  nearly 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  fee t .  The l a rge q uanti ty whi ch 

arri ve d  at Larmce s ton on the John D un scombe in Jan uary 1 8 35 

probab l y  wen t  s om e  way to s at i s fying the local demand2 9  and 

by May New Ze a land pine could ag ain be p urchased in Hobart 

at 2d per s upe r fi ci al foot . 30 

It seem s  that the di ve rs ion o f  timbe r to Van Diemen ' s  

Land in 1 8  3 4  and e a rly 1 8  35 c reate d  a shortage i n  New So uth 

Wale s . Whi le the re was a marked in crease in the n umbe r o f  

cargoe s con tai ning timbe r whi ch · we re ente red at Sydney 

during 1 8 35 ,  not eno ugh wood was imp orted to sati s fy that 

co lony ' s  dem ands . Thi s  was the me s s age contained in a lette r  

from the Sydney me rchant John Thom a s  Wi l s on to the Bay o f  

I s l ands trade r C ap tain John Wrigh t whi ch was writ ten in 

October 1 8 35 .  Apparently on ly two New S o uth Wale s �e rchants , 

Ran ulph Dacre an d W . H .  Chapman , h ad any New Ze a l an d  timber 

on h and at the time o f  writing , and they on ly had a li ttle . 

Wi lson the re fore urg e d  Wright to send s ome timbe r o ve r  a s  

soon as pos s ib le . 3 1  The shortage was n o t  re lie ve d  during 

1 8  36 , prob ab ly be c aus e  a l arge amo unt o f  timbe r was a�so 

importe d  into Van Diemen ' s  Lan d  th at y e a r . Thus in Octobe r  

1 8 36 Thom a s  B urdek in , who had taken ove r  J . T .  Wi lson ' s  

m e rcan ti le a f fai r s  in Sydne y , wrote to Fran ci s  Whi te , a t imbe r 

t rade r in the Hok i ang a ,  in fo rming him th at g ood timbe r was 

s e l ling at high pri c e s and th at he h ad sold a carg o  recently 
32 sen t ove r  by �lh i te for l s  pe r foot . 

The n umbe r o f  carg oe s  con t aining timbe r and the 

q uanti t i e s  o f  wood ente red at colon i a l  ports from New Z e a l an d  

de clined m arkedly i n  1 8 3 7 .  The re we re a n umbe r o f  pos s i b le 

re ason s fo r thi s . New South Wale s h ad imp orte d a l ot o f  wood 

d uring 1 8 36 and by the end o f  that yea r  s ome me rchants the re 

2 9 �  ��- , . 2 9  Jan uary 1 8  35 . 
30 . A .  H aigh , Jo urn a l  1 8 34 -1 8 3 8, ( TS L , C 38 1 1 ) , 1 5  May 1 8  3 5 . 
31 . Wi lson to Wright , 30 Octobe r 1 8  35 , ( NPL/M , MS S 1 4 7/ 8 3 )  1 

pp . 7 - 8 .  
32 . B urdek in to Whi te , 5 Octobe r 1 8  36 t (NPL/M , MSS 1 4 7/ 8 3 )  t 

pp . 8 9 - 9 0 . 
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had l arge s to ck s  on han d .  Abraham Po lack , for i n s tance , 

had 6 5 , 0 0 0  fee t  o f  k auri in h i s  yard in De cembe r 1 8 36 . 3 3  

Moreove r  1 8  3 7  was the fi r s t  o f  tlhe boom years fo r imports 

of b l ack wha le products into New So uth Wa le s . Thus co lon i al 

ve s se l s  appe ar to have been di ve r ted from othe r bran che s 

o f  the tran s - Tasm an trade as e ve ry e ffort was m ade to get 

the val uab le wh a le produc t s  to the i r  m arkets . 

The si z e  o f  the fal l  in import s into Van Diemen ' s  

Lan d in 1 8 37 i s , in part , i l l usory . Although a l l  the acco un t s  

of Van Diemen ' s  Land imports for that ye ar c l aimed th at 

nothing was imported into that co lony from New Ze a l and , at 

le as t one carg o  o f  New Zealand timber en te re d  Hobart in 1 8 3 7 

for in Jan uary the B raz i l  Packet l anded 1 2 7 , 0 0 0  feet o f  wood . 34 

De spi te the ex i s ten ce o f  thi s l a rge carg o , im ports o f  the 

New Ze a l an d  products and the demand for them we re s ti ll lowe r 

in 1 8 37 th an at any othe r time d uring the de cade . Thi s was , 

apparen t l� partly the re s ult o f  a s l ump in the b ui l ding 

in d us try thr o ug h o ut Van Diernen ' s  Lan d · a s l un p  whi ch _ 

wh i ch lasted , in Laun ce s t on at lea s t ,  un ti l  l a te in 1 8 38 .  

E ve n t s  in New Ze aland p ro vi ded another contrilib utory 

ca us e  o f  the dec line in the vol une s  o f  imports . The Pom are ­

Ti tore war , whi ch in vo l ved Maori s fran the m aj or timber 

expor ting reg i on s , was fo U3"ht d uring March -July 1 8  37 and 

in conseque n ce l i t t le wo rk appe ars to h a ve been done in the 

tr ade in tho se mon th s . 35 Hmve ve r they seem to h a ve re t urne d 

to thei r work late r in the ye ar for e arly i n  1 8 38 a large 

n unber o f  ve s s e l s  arr i ved in the colon i e s  wi th carg oe s o f  woo d . 

3 3 .  S . G . , 1 7  De cember 1 8 36 .  
34 . H .  T .  G .  T .  L .  , 9 Feb r uary 1 8  37 . 
35 . Bee cham c i t ing Re v. N .  Turne r ,  e vi dence , 1 8 38 

Repo rt ,  p .  2 9 3 ; B usby to Co l on i al Secre tary , New 
So uth Wale s , 2 8  March 1 8 37 ,  C02 0 9 /l , f . 31 3b - 31 7 a ;  
L . M . Roge r s , Te Wi rem u : A B i og raphy o f  Hen ry 
Wi lliam s , Chr i s tch urch , 1 9 7 3 ,  pp . l 3 3-5 . 
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Thi s  s udden up s urg e in imports saturated an 

a l re ady dul l marke t .  In conseq uence the pri ce o f  t im ber 

i n  La un ce s ton beg an to fal l .  Log s and plank s dropped irt 

p rice from 3d pe r foot in March to 2 �d in J uly ( a l though 

during May when no caDj oe s arri ve d  the pri ce was rai sed 

to 3�d } and boards fe l l from a pe ak of 4�d pe r fo ot in 

March to 3d i n Jul y . 36 The e f fe c ts o f  the g 1 ut we re a lso 

obse rve d  on the S ydney m arke t .  The m e rchant Ri chard Dawson 

was se l l i ng ' New Zea lan d  Pine ' a t  di s co un ted price s  in 
3 7  Feb r uary an d two l arge q uanti t i e s  o f  k a uri we re a uc tione d 

(pre s um ab ly to q ui t  them } in Octobe r ,  altho ug h  the re had 

been on l y  two sm a l l  carg oe s o f  New Zea land timbers ente red 

at New S o uth Wale s since April tha t  ye ar . 38 

The trade re vi ve d in 1 8 39 larg e ly because the 

con s t r uction n e e ds o f  the new col on i e s  o f  S o uth Aus tr a li a  

an d P ort Phi l li p c re ate d a fresh demand for New Zealan d  

timbe r s . Th us the Gem , True Lo ve and E a r l  S tanhope we re 

a l l  reported i n the Hok i anga loading timbe r fo r Port 

Phi l li p  i n  Septembe r 1 8 39 . 39 There was also a renewed 
4 0  b ui lding boom i n  La un ce s ton . As a re s ult the pri ce- o f  

New Z e a l an d  pine rose to 3d pe r foo t  for log s and 4d for 

b d . h '  h . . d h h h 41  oar s - p r 1 ce s w 1c 1 t  re ta1ne t ro ug o ut t e ye ar . 

In New S o uth Wa le s, whe re the populati on had incre ased by 

9 7 6 4  d uring 1 8 38 , 4 2  the re was a scarcity o f  ceda r  and 

o the r colon i al woods and thi s  incre a se d  the dem and for 

New Zea l an d  imports . Th us by Septem be r 4 d  pe r foot was 

be ing demanded for New Zealand l umbe r in Sydney . 4 3  

36 . L . T . G . L . , 1 0  Ma rch 1 8 38 ;  L . A . , 2 4  r-1ay , 2 6  July 1 8 3 8 .  

3 7 . S . G . , 2 4  Feb r uary 1 8 38 .  

3 8 . S . G . , 2 3 , 2 5  October 1 8 38 .  

39 . S . H . , 1 1  Septembe r 1 8 39 .  

4 0 . c . c . , 8 June 1 8 39 ;  Co loni s t , 2 9  June 1 8 39 .  

4 1 . C . C . , 1 2  Jan uary 1 8 39 ;  L . G . T . L . , 6 J uly 1 8 39 .  

4 2 . Colon i st , 1 6  Jan uary 1 8 39 .  

4 3 . S . G . , 30 Septembe r 1 8 39 .  
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It i s  ·the re fore not s urprri.Jsing that , as a re s ul t  o f  the se 

dem ands , timbe r was reporte d ly in short s upply in the 

Hok iang a  

1 8  39 . 4 4  
the m a j o r  timbe r ex porting are a i n  September 

Thi s  p i c t ure of a l i ve ly and b uoyan t tran s -Tasman 

timber trade be lied the fa ct that the colonial m a rke t was 

none the less a re l ati ve ly sm a l l  one . No colon i a l  me rchant 

appears to h a ve g rown r i ch on the proceeds o f  thi s trade . 

The sma l l  si ze o f  the marke t ,  the re fore , imposed l im i ts on 

the o ve rall ex ten t  o f  the timbe r trade . The dem and for the 

New Zealand p roduct was al s o  a f fe cted by the q uali ty o f  the 

wood that arri ved in the colon i e s . 

Save for the nee ds o f  the ve ry sm all  tran s - Tasm an 

spar tr ade , the req ui remen ts o f  the colon i a l  timbe r marke t 

we re not as ex acting as those for the i n ternationa l  spar 

trade . None the l e s s  the pro ducts fe tched a highe r price i f  

they we re we l l  pre sented . Some me rchants pre fe r re d  to 

import slab s  o f  k a uri or other r o ug hly hewn l umbe r whi ch 

co uld be sawn to the i r  spe ci fi c ations i n  Sydney o r  Hobar-t . 4 5  

Ho¥7e ve r  thi s  proce dure was an expen s i ve one be cause the cos t 

o f  preparing the wood in the co l onie s  was con s i de rably 

hig he r than in New Ze aland4 6  an d because the o ut lay i n vo l ved 

in  shipping who le ·tre e s  was  g re ate r than for tran sporting 

s awn timbers . 

The pre fe rre d a l te rnat i ve , whe re thi s  was possib le , 

was to prep are the timbers in New Ze aland . Thi s a l so had �ts 

drawback s . Coloni al merch ants would s upply the i r  New Ze alan d  

agents with de tai ls o f  the m arketable s i ze s  and q uanti ti e s  

f t . b 4 7 h . . f f th o lffi e r .  Howe ve r t e 1nexpe r1en ce o many o e 

European an d ,  e speci a l ly , the Maori s awyers , me an t  th at i t  

was o ften di f fi c ult for a New Zealand-based ag ent t o  en s ure 

4 4 . C . C . , 2 8  Septembe r 1 8 39 .  
4 5 .  McDonne l l  to Jone s & Co , 1 7  Septembe r 1 8 35 ,  (NPL/M , 

Al 0 9 ) ' p .  9 3 . 
4 6 • S . H . , 4 July l 8 3 3 • 

4 7 . See , for ex am p le , Wi lson t.o Wright , 4 Apri l  1 8 36 ,  
Wi lson to White , n . d .  f2 5  Mar ch 1 8 36J ,  (NPL/M , 
MS S 1 4 7 /8 3) ,  pp . 39 , 5 2 . 
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that a caig o woul d  meet the coloni a l  s t andards . Thi s  i n  t urn 

me an t  tha t  a carg o  wo uld not attract prem i um  price s and th us 

the re t urns for both merchan ts and ag ents were serio us ly 

dim in i s he d . 4 8  More o ve r  the colon i al me rchan t o ften co uld not 

be s ure tha t  a l l  hi s carg oe s wo uld be composed o f  the 

pro d uce o f  the m o s t  favo ured spe cies o f  nat i ve tre e s . 

Whi le m o s t  con temporary de s crip ti ons o f  the spe ci e s  

o f  New Ze al an d  woods that ente re d  colonial ports we re rare ly 

more ex act than ' New Zea land timber ' or ' New Ze a land pine ' 

i t  appe ars tha t  the m ost canmon ly importe d timbe rs we re the 

k a uri ( Ag ath i s a us trali s )  and the kahikatea or whi te pine 

( P odocarp us dac rydioi de s ) . Whi le both the se so ftwoods we re 

e as i e r  to work with than the nati ve ha rdwoods in the c olonie s ,  

the pre fe rred spe c i e s  was the k a uri . 

Ka uri tim be rs we re renowne d for the i r  durab i l i ty and 

be a uty . Joe l Pol ack be lie ved tha t a ho use con s tr ucted o f  that 

wood was s ol i d  for at least 5 0  years . 4 9  Howe ve r  k a uri timbers 

we re di f fi c ult , and were th us expensi ve , to obtain . For 

i n s tan ce the tre e s  did not g row e ve rywhe re in New Zeal and . 

More o ve r  they we re us ua l ly fo und on hi l l  side s  an d far away 

from the w ater ' s  e dg e . 5 0  Thi s mean t  that the huge hewn trunk s  

wo uld have t o  b e  dragg e d , o ften s e veral m i le s , acro s s  r ug ged 

te rrain be fore they could be loade d  onto a ve s se l .  

As a conse q uence i t  W<J>.uld seem that the k ahikatea was 

the m o s t  commonly importe d speci e s . Thi s  was un fort un ate for 

the de ve lopmen t o f  the trade beca use k ahik ate a  timbe rs 

we re i n ferior t o  those o f  the k a uri for · the p urpo s e s  fo r 

whi ch the New Zea lan d  produc ts we re be ing used in the 

c o lonie s .  The whi te pine pro ved , for ex ample , to be a non­

d urab le wood whi ch was a tt acke d by bore r and whi te an ts . 

A l s o  when i t  was use d  for p l anking in an un seasoned s tate 

i t  con trac te d  and expanded with ch anges in tempe rature and 

h un i di ty . 5 1  Yet de spi te the fac t  that colonial merchan ts 

4 8 .  For ex am p le B urdekin to White , n . d . f2 0  Aug ust 1 8 36_7 , 
{ NP L/M , MS S 1 4 7/ 8 3 ) I p .  8 4 .  

4 9 .  J .  Polack , Manne rs and Cus toms o f  the New Zealanders , 
2 vo l s , Lon don , 1 8 4 0 , { Capper Pre s s  repr1nt ,  1 9 7 6 ) , 
I I  I 2 5 1 . 

5 0 .  Watk i n s , e vidence , 1 8 38 Report ,  p . 2 5 .  

5 1 . Monte fi ore , e vi dence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  6 2 ; Po l ack , 
Manne r s , I I , 2 5 3- 4 . 
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knew that k ahikatea was an in fe ri o r  wood large q uan t i t i e s  

of i t we re importe d thro UJho ut the 1 8 30 s . 5 2  

The re appe ar to have bee n  several re asons fo r the 

con tin ue d  importation o f  whi te pine . Foremo s t  was the fac t  

that i t  g re w  on swampy land and c l o s e  t o  ri vers and s tre ams .  

Thus i t  co uld be tran sporte d to ve s s e l s  and lo aded q ui ck ly 

wi tho ut e x ce s s i ve e f fort and , i f  ne ce s s ary , wi th only 

limited a s s i stan ce from Mao ri s .  5 3  Also bec a use k a uri an d 

kahikatea are ve ry s imilar in o utwards appe aran ce inexpe r i ­

enced trade rs v1e re apt to con fuse the two and take the 

whi te pine when they tho ught that they had k auri . 5 4  Howeve r  

e ven a fte r s awye rs took up re si den ce i n  New Ze alan d  k ahik ate a  

contin ue d  t o  b e  exported to the co lon ie s .  Thi s  was because 

the s awye r s  pre ferred to work wi th i t .  Kahik ate as we re m o re 

proli fi e than k a  uri s  and so we re o ften the tre e s  whi ch were 

neare s t  to the s awye rs' p i t s . Moreove r  the whi te pine was the 

so fte r o f  the two spe ci e s  an d was the re fore q ui cke r an d 

easie r t o  p repare fo r ex port . 5 5  

Howe ve r  k a uri an d kahikate a  we re not the on ly 

timbers o r  wood p rod ucts ex porte d  fran New Ze alan d  d uring 
the 1 8 30 s .  Se ve r a l  other spe cies we re known and use d  both 

in the c o lon i e s  and in New Z e a l and . 5 6  For ex amp le a 

52 . Be l l  to D un are sq , enclosed in D )..lll are sq to Hay , 2 0 
November 1 8  31 , C02 0 1 / 2 2  3 ,  f .  36 2 a ; J .  Brig h t , Handbook 
for Emig rants and others , Being a Hi s tory o f �---­

Zealand , i ts State and Prospe c ts , London , 1841 , p . 5 3 . 
5 3 .  P� En cyclopaedi a o f  New Ze aland , e d .  A . H .  McLintock , 

3 vo l s , We l ling ton , 1 9 6 6 , I I , 1 9 7 . 
5 4 . 0 .  Wrig ht , camp . , New Ze a l and 1 8 2 6 -1 8 2 7 , We lling ton , 

1 9 5 0 ,  [herea fter ci te d  D ' Urvi�l8 4 ;  Pol ack , 
Manne rs , I I , 2 5 2 ; T .  McDonne l l , Ex tracts from Mr . 
MCDOnnel l ' s  MS . Journ al , containing Obs e r vations on 
New Z e a l and , Lon don , 1 8 34 , p .  2 0 .  

5 5 . Po l ack , Manne rs , I I , 2 5 3 ;  W . R . Wade , A Jo urney in the 
Northe rn I s lan d  o f  New ·Ze aland . . .  , H oba r t , 1 8 4 2 , 
( Cappe r Pre s s  reprint , 1 9 7 7 ) , p .  4 0 ; Markham , p .  3 3 .  

5 6 .  See , fo r example , ["W . WhiteJ ,  Importan t  I n  fo rm ation 
Re lat i ve to New Zea land . . .  , S ydne y , 1 8 39 ,  pp . 3 3 - 4 . 



1 2  3 

E urope an s awyer at the Bay o f  I s lands , when q ue s tioned by 

D ' Urvi l le in 1 8 2 7 , de s c ri bed fi ve timbers with whi ch he 

was fami l i ar , and P o lack c i ted 4 5  di f fe rent spe c i e s  o f  

n a ti ve tre e s  on whi ch he pas sed j udgement as •to the ir 

val ue  and use in his New Zea land ( 1 8 38 ) . 5 7  

More o ve r  colon i a l  m e r chants used New Zea land woods 

for more than con s truc ti ng b ui lding s and ve s se l s . For 

ins tan ce in September 1 8 31 ,  probab ly in re spon s e  to an 

ac ute shortage o f  c asks in New South Wale s , the Sydney fi rm 

o f  w .  Wa lke r  & Co b eg an m aking barre ls from New Ze aland 

timbe rs . 5 8  Sim i larly , by 1 8 36 ,  the We l le rs we re employing 

sawye rs a t  the i r  wha ling s tations in New Zea land to fashion 

s ta ve s  and to prepare o the r timbe rs , in c l uding kowh ai , for 

exporting to the colon i e s . 5 9  

A sm a l l  ex port trade in k a uri g um  was also carried 

on d uring the 1 8 2 0 s and 1 8 30 s . Thi s g um  is formed when the 

re sin ex uded by the k a uri harden s on ex pos ure to air . The 

fi r s t  ex port s hi pment le ft New Ze aland aboard the Brothers 

in 1 81 4  b ut a l tho u:r h  c a rg oe s o f  g un  we re ex ported to Bri tain 6 0  

and the c o lon i e s  d uri ng the 1 8 30 s  i t  did not find a re ady 

m arke t .  Thi s was apparen tly be cause it req ui re d too m uch oi l 

to dis s o l ve i t  and to m ake i t  use ful for c a ulking boats or 

ho uses . The m a j or p urchas e r s  o f  k a uri g urn be fore the 1 8 5 0 s  

were the Ameri can s  who paid a penny per po und for i t .  Howe ver 

they did not di s c lose wha t  they we re us ing i t  for . 6 1  

5 7 .  D ' Ur vi lle , p .  2 0 0 ; J .  P o lack , New Zea land : Being a 
Narr a ti ve o f  Trave ls and Advent ure s during a Re s i ­
den c e  i n  that Co un try between the Ye ars 1 8 31 and 1 8 37 ,  
2 vol s ,  Lon don , 1 8 38 ,  ( Cappe r Pre s s  reprint ,  1 9 7 4 ) , 
I I , 3 8 7 - 4 0 0 . 

5 8 . S . G . , 1 2  Septembe r 1 8 31 ;  Dacre to B rook s , 1 Octobe r 
1 8 31 ,  R .  Dacre , Le tte rbook , 1 8 31 -2 , (NPL/M ,. un cat . 
MS S S e t  3 0 9 ) . 

5 9 . G .  We l le r  to E .  We l le r , 2 9  February 1 8 36 ,  2 9  Aug us t  
1 8 37 ,  G .  We l le r , Corre spondence wi th E .  We l le r  and 
O the rs , Chie fly Con cerning the i r  Wha ling Indus try · at 
Otag o , New Z e aland , 1 8 32 -6 1 , ( NP L/M , A 1 6 0 9 ) ; 
Adve rt i sement , S . H . , 1 5  Febr uary 1 8 36 .  

6 0 .  The Pyr arn us , for ex ample , took some g un  there i n  
1 8 3 7  - S .  G .  , 1 4  Febr uary 1 8  37 . 

6 1 . Mark h arn , p .  6 3 ; An Encyclopaedi a o f  New Zealan d , I I , 
2 0 6 - 7 . 
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Th us the c olon i al me rchant s ' deman d s  fo r New 

Ze a l an d  timbe r s  ne ve r  rea ched the almos t  fren z i e d  s t ate 

ind uce d by the prospe c t s  o f  the phormi um trade bec a use , 

apart from the prob lem s o f  en s uring the q ua l i ty o f  the 

prod uc t s , the m arke t  for them was l im i te d  to the q uanti tie s  

whi ch c o uld be used i n  the coloni e s . 

THE RIVER Hok i an g a  an d the Fi rth o f  Thame s were ·the m a j or 

sour ce s  o f  the timbe r whi ch was exporte d  from New Ze a l and 

during the 1 8  30 s .  Howe ve r carg o e s  of wood were also reg ularly 

taken from the bays and i s l ands o f  the H a ur ak i  Gul f ,  Kaipara 

b h b d M . b 6 2  . Har o ur ,  W ang aro a H ar o ur an angon Ul H a.r our . Otne r 

harbo ur s  like Whaing aroa ( n ow knov-m as Rag lan ) , Man uk a u ,  

Ng ung ur u an d T ut uk ak a  we re vi s i te d  by on ly a few timb er 

trade rs, whi le for B ay o f  I s lands se ttlers and s e ve r a l  S o uth 

Is lan d  wha ling s tati on s , ex porting l umber provi de d  a use ful 

s upp·lemen t to an i n come whi ch \·las m ain ly de ri ve d  from o the r 

so urce s .  

The di s trib ution o f  the timbe r ex por ting s i te s  

aro un d  New Zea lan d6 3  i s  l arge ly a re fle ct ion o f  the req ui re­

men t s  o f  the two timbe r t rade s o f  thi s pe riod . Both we re 

l abo ur-in ten s i ve acti vi ti e s ; thus a prime req ui si te at any 

s i te w a s  a s uf fi ci en t l ab o ur force . Us ua l ly i t  was the spar 

trade , with its endle s s  se arch for that one tree in ten 

tho us an d  whi ch m ight m ake a m ainm as t ,  that w as re s pon s ib le 

for the e arli e s t  E uropean vi s i t s  to mos t o f  the se h arbotrr s . 

Howe ve r the needs o f  the spar trade we re not a l,one s uf fj_ cient 

to s us tain the work o f  a t imbe r s tati on and it was on ly 

beca us e  o f  the dem an ds o f  the colon i a l  timber trade that 

mos t  s tation s we re m ain tained or expanded . In addit i on , the 

re s i den ce o f  at l e a s t  some E urope an s at a s i te appe are d to 

be e s sen ti a l  i f  the m e r chant was to ens ure a reg ul a r  s upp ly 

o f  q ua l i t y  timber s .  

6 2 .  B rowne t o  Darling , 2 4  Apri l 1 8 31 ,  ADM 1 / 42 4 8 , pp . 1 ,  
4 ,  6 ,  7 ;  Be l l  to D un a re s q , 2 0  Novembe r 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 1 / 2 2 3 ,  
f .  36 lb . 

6 3 .  See .Hap 2 opposi te . 
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Most o f  the s i te s  indi cated on the m ap we re vi s i t e d  

onl y  occasional ly be fore 1 8 4 0 . Fo r i n s tance the sole 

re ference to tim b e r  being taken from Whaingaroa fo un d  

in t h e  Sydney p re s s  came i n  a repo rt that the Ann had 

been attacked by local Ma ori s whi le i t  was l oading spars 

in 1 8 38 . 6 4  s�� i larly , by the l ate 1 8 30 s  on ly a few ve s se l s  

were reported a s  h a ving been to the Man ukau Harbour to 

co l l e c t  timbe r .  Thi s was de spi te the fa ct that both t rade r s  

and m i s s i onari e s  we re re sident the re from abo ut the m i ddle 

o f  the de cade . For ins tance Thomas Mi t chell ( n ot the 

Hoki ang a timbe rm an )  , who li ved at Pupong a Point near the 

north h ead o f  the harbo ur fran 1 8  35 to 1 8  39 , prepare d h i s  

own c a rg oe s  o f  tim ber wh i ch he shipped to New So uth Wa le s . 6 5  

Howe ve r the probable re ason traders did not reg ularly vi s i t  

the Man uk a u  for timber was that there were too few Maori s 

li ving the re to faci li tate the rapid l oading o f  a ve s se l .  

The o the r in freq uen t ly vi s i ted harbo ur s  were Ng ung ur u and 

T utuk ak a  whe re the B uf falo colle cted spars in 1 8 38 ,  and 

Whang are i  whe re E urope an vi sits and the prosec uti on o f  the 

tim b e r  trade we re on ly occasion a l  be fore 1 8 4 0 . 6 6  

Othe r p l ace s had cheq uered hi s tories a s  timber export 

poin t s  d uring the 1 8 30 s . Mah urangi Bay in the H a urak i  G ul f 

was fi r s t  se ttled by a party o f  Eur opeans on 2 3  May 1 8 32 .  The 

g roup o f  e ight s awye rs /carpente rs was led by Gordon Dqvi e s  

Browne wi th Jose ph Kenda l l  a s  hi s assi s tant . Ran ulph Dacre , 

6 4 .  S . H . , 3 Apri l 1 8 3 8 ; Co loni s t , 7 Apri l 1 8 38 .  

6 5 . G . G . M .  Mi t che l l , ' Early Vi s i to r s  to the Man uk a u  
Harbo ur ' 1 Journ a l  o f  the Auck l and Hi s tori c a l  S ocie ty 1 
no . 1 ,  October 1 9 6 2 , pp . l - 7 ; S . G . ,  1 6  De cembe r 1 8 38 ;  
S . H . 1 2 8  Octobe r 1 8 39 ;  LWhi te�pp . 7 - 9 . 

6 6 . H .  Wi l li am s l The Early Jo urn a l s  o f  Hen ry Wi l li am s , 
1 8 2 6 -4 0 , e d .  L . M .  Rogers 1 Chri s t chur ch 1 1 9 6 1 , p . 2 1 6 ; 
Pol ack , New Ze a land 1 I I  1 34 4 -5 ; J .  Horsman 1 The 
COining o f  the Pakeha to Auck l and Pro vin ce 1 We l ling t on , 
1 9 7 1 , pp . 7 9 - 8 0 . 
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as a p a r t  o f  hi s e f fo r t  t o  fi l l  an Adm i r a l ty spar contract , 

was the spon sor o f  the e s tablishment . 6 7  The s tation s eeme d  

t o  b e  doome d from the s tar t .  The loca l Maori s prove d  t o  be 

un re li ab le a s  as s i st an t s  because they we re freq uent ly 

attack e d  or were a fr a i d  o f  an attack from the i r  Ng apuh i  

and Ng atiwh a t ua enem i e s , wi th whom they had been almos t 

con s t an t l y  a t  war from 1 8 2 8 .  Ano the r con s e q ue n ce o f  the 

war fare was that loc a l  food s upplies were low and a ltho u::rh 

s upp li e s  c o uld be b ro UJ h t  from the Bay o f  I s lands the 

Eur ope an s  we re o ften force d to s urvi ve on fe rn roots . As we l l  

as these di s com forts i t  was fo und. that the on ly s ui t ab le spars 

we re a t  le a s t  hal f a m i l e  from the wate r and h ad to be 

dragge d the re wi th m uch l abo ur .  De spi te the se di ffi c ul ti e s  

the fi r s t  cargo o f  4 3 m a s t s  and 2 3 8  loads o f  timbe r was 

re ady to be sent to Lon don by Aug us t  1 8 3 3 .  

A fte r thi s ini ti a l carao it i s  di f fi c ult to asce rtain :J 
how m an y  spa r s  and how m uch timbe r was exported frorn Hah urangi .  

Sep a r ating fact and fi c tion from Browne ' s  corre sponden ce wi th 

Dacre , the only s o urce o f  s uch i n form ation , i s  impo s sible . 

For i n s ·tance Dacre an d B rowne both claim e d  th at one re ason 

for the e ve n t ua l  fai l ure o f  the Mah urang i s tation aro se from 

the action s  o f  the men o f  HMS B uffalo in 1 8 34 .  The B uf falo 

vi s i te d  the harbo ur in s e arch o f  spars and , according to 

Dacre and Browne1 took the be st tree s , in c l uding those intende d 

for and l aying at thei r  e s tablishmen t .  At the s ame time , the 

merchan t s  charged , the n ava l o f fi cers o ve rp ai d the l-1aori s 

for the i r  work and thi s  m ade i t  impos s i b le for Browne , late r ,  

to g e t  them to work for le s s . The settlemen t s trug g led on 

unti l  late in 1 8  36 when the men who vle re work ing there shi fte d 

to the He r c ury B a� s t ation . 6 8  

6 7 .  On Dacre s e e  Appendix 1_9 . 
6 8 .  Dacre to Coloni a l  Se cre tary , New S o uth Wale s ., 1 8  

October 1 8 32 ,  N Z : Bri ti sh Re sident :  In Le tte rs , 1 8 3 3 -1 8 4 0  
2 vo l s , ( WAr e , B Rl /1 ) ; Dacre to B rook s , 2 J uly 1 8 32 ,  
n . d . /:1 Febr uary 1 8 3 �_7" (NPL/M , 1.m. cat . MS S Se t 30 9 ) ; 
D ac re , OLC 1 5 6 / 7 6 a ;  Browne1 OLC 4 0 8 , 4 0 8 a-c/9 7 8 - 81 ; 
R . M .  Ros s , ' E ur ope an Trade and S e t t lement. in New Ze al an d  
be fore 1 8 4 0 ' , P o s t  Prim ary School B ul le tin , VI , no . 7 ,  
1 9 5 2  1 1 30 - 8  • 
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Sane s t ati on s , like Mangon ui i n  Doub tle s s  Bay , 

we re beg un for the spar trade in the e arly 1 8 30 s  b ut we re 

main ly k nown for the i r  s upp lying o f  the coloni a l  timber 

trade . On 14  Oct obe r 1 8 31 John Ske l ton , m as te r  o f  Ran ulph 

oacre ' s s choone r Dar ling , s ailed from S ydney vli th a fi ve 

man p a r ty . They we re to be landed at Mangon ui to cut spars 

for Dacre ' s  Adm i r a lty con tract . Howe ve r a fte r a ho use had 

been b ui lt and the s awye rs landed , it  was fo un d  that the 

tree s the re we re t oo sho rt for spars . Ske lton the re fore 

aban don e d  the s tation and took the men to Merc ury B ay on 

1 4 No vembe r .  

Ske lton had p urchased land at Mangon ui for Dacre 

and in Apri l 1 8 32 Dac re a l lowed b\ro o f  h i s  s awyers , Thomas 

Ryan and Jame s Berghan , to re t urn to Mangon ui and l i ve the re 

as hi s ten an ts . S awn timbe rs were expor ted from Mang on u.i 
thr o ug ho ut the 1 8  3 0 s  and at least e le ven sawye rs were 

re siding the re in 1 8  3 9 . Mangon ui was a l s o  a pop ul ar port 

for the re fi tting an d s upplying o f  wh aling ve s se ls fo r  i t  
6 9  had n o  g r og shop s  to enti ce sai lors to de s e r t . 

Othe r harbo ur s  an d are as fr om whi ch some timbe r was 

taken be fo.re 1 8 4 0  be c ame m a j o r  cen t re s  in the timb er trade 

in the y ears a fte r co lon i z ation . One s uch was Kai par a . The 

exi s te n ce of th a_t h arbo ur h ad been knovm to E urope an s fo r 

a n umb e r o f  ye a r s  be fore the fi r s t  t imbe r was taken from i t . 

6 9 . B usby Cen s us , J .  B usby , De spat che s o f  the B ri ti sh 
Re s i dent in New Ze aland , 1 8 3 3- 4 0 , ( vlTu ,  qMS , BUS ) ; 
Dacre , OLC 1 5 5 / 7 6 ; Dacre to C o l oni al Se c re tary , 
New So uth Wa les , 4 Febr uary 1 8 4 1 , Browne , OLC 4 0 8 ,  
4 0 8 a-c/9 7 8 - 81 ; Berg h an , OLC 2 5 9 , 2 5 9 a-h/5 5 8 - 5 6 6 ; 
S . H . , 6 Sep tember 1 8 32 ; S . G . , 1 5  October 1 8 36 ;  · 

R . G . Jarne s on , New Ze alan d�o uth Aus tr a li a and New 
S b uth Wa l e s  . . .  , Lon don , 1 8 4 2 , pp . l 7 9 - 8 0 . 
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For i n s t an ce in 1 8 2 0  S am ue l  Marsden m ade two vi s i ts to 

Kaip ara 
7 0  and Joe l  Pol ack vi s i ted the are a in 1 8  31 and 

1 8 32 . 71 Mo reove r  Gordon Browne knew eno ug h  abo ut the Harbour 

to de s cribe i t  a c c ur ately to Gove rnor Darl ing in Apri l 1 8 31 

and i t  appe ars that J . R . Ken t , in  the Lord Li verpoo l ,  and 

Ran ulph Dacre , in the S urrey, both entere d the Harbo ur 

in s e arch o f  spars i n  1 8 32 . 7 2  :Howeve r  un ti l 1 8 36 i t  was 

gener ally as s umed that loade d  ve ssels  co uld not sa fely cro s s  

the Kaipar a Harbo ur b ar . On 2 3  November 1 8 35 Thom as 

McDonne l l , i.n the T ui , sai le d  into the Kaipara Harbo ur and 

was fol lowed" on 6 Jan uary 1 8  36 , by the Fanny wi th the Re v .  

Wi l l i am Whi te , Thom a s  Mi t che ll o f  the Hoki anga and Ge org e  
7 3  Stephenson aboard . They were se arching for spars an d 

I-1cDonne l l  l a i d  c l a im to l arge n unbers o f  tre e s  by m arking 

them w i th a b ro ad arrow and s tating th at they were re served 

h · 
74  h · 1 h · 1 d h d I fur t e K1ng ; w 1 e W 1 te sett e Step enson as a tra e r  

sawye r a t  Rah ur ah u ,  i n  the northe rn part o f  the Harbour . 7 5  

Howe ve r  b e fore 1 8 4 0  the Kaipara d i d  n ot have a larg e  

eno UJ h  pop ulation t o  s upport an in ten s i ve tim b er indus -try . 

Late in 1 8 39 Wi lliam Whi te claimed that there were on ly six 

70 . A . T . Yarwood ,  S am ue l  Marsden , The Gre a t  S ur vi vor , 
We l l i ng ton , 1 9 7 7 , p .  2 21 ; J . R .  Elde r , e d . , The 
Le tte rs and ,Jo urn als o f  Sam uel Mar s_9en , D unedft-n ,  1 9 32 , 
PP • 2 9 3- 7 1 31 8 - 2  5 • 

71 . Pol a ck , New Z e a l an d ,  I ,  Chapters 3- 7 .  

72 . J .  O ' C .  Ros s , Papers , l-9 7 3-1976, ( WT u ,  MS Pape rs 1 5 0 0 , 
Fol de r  4 ) , ' Mc Donne l l  o f  Hok i ang a ' , p . l l 9 ; R . A . A .  
Sherrin and J . H .  Wal lace , Early Hi story o f  New Ze aland , 
A uck land , 1 8  9 0 , p .  36 9 .  

7 3 .  fihi teJ 1 p .  7 ;  W .  C .  Sym onds , • Note s on Cloud
·
y Bay and 

Harbo ur , and on Some Othe r Harbours in  Ne\v Zealand ' , 
Journ al o f  the Royal Geog raphi cal  Soci e ty , V I I I , 
1 8  3 8 1 41 7 .  

7 4 . E .  Ra"!l � den, B usby o f  Wai tang i : H . M . ' s  Re sident at New 
Ze a l and , 1 8  3 3- 4 0 , We l l ing ton , 1 9 4 2 , p. l 34 . Lo cal Haori s 
late r re futed McDonne l l ' s  c laim to timber lands in  
Kaip a r a - S . H . , 2 7  De cember 1 8 39 .  

75 .  Stephen s on , OLC 4 0 7 , 4 0 7 a/ 9 7 6 - 7 ; Ros s , ' McDonne l l ' 
(WT u, .MS Pape r s  1 5 0 0 , Folde r 4 ) , p .  1 2 1 . 
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or se ven E urope an s the re , incl usi ve o f  the We s leyan 

m i s s i on arie s who h ad e s tab li shed a s tation in the Kaipara 

in June 1 8  36 . There were also ve ry few M aori s res i dent in 

the di s trict be c a us e  the local pop ulati on had not re cove re d  

from the de vastati on o f  Hong i Hik a ' s  rai d s  i n  the 1 8 2 0 s . 

Altho ug h  three ve s s e ls loaded cargoe s  in the Kaipara in 

1 8 39 76 the Re v . Ja."Ue s B ul l e r  g a ve  it as h i s  opinion , in the 

same ye ar , that the re was ' n o  commer ce in the whole di s tri ct ' . 

It was n o t  un ti l we l l  a fte r 1 8 4 0 , when the E urope an pop ula t i on 

re ached a si ze ab le n unbe r , that the Kaip ara achie ve d  i t s  

prominen ce as the tim ber harbour from whi ch , i t  w a s  clab�e d ,  

more k a ur i  was ex ported than from ' al l  other parts o f  the 

co lon y  com bined • . 7 7  

Whang aro a was simi larly s t un te d  i n  its g rowth as a 

timbe r ex porting are a during the 1 8 30 s  a 1 tho tgh k a uri s p ars 

that h ad been taken from there in the 1 8 2 0 s had been hig h ly 

reg arde d . One re ason for the de lay in the ex portation o f  timber 

from Whang aroa was tha t  a fte r the s acking o f  the WHS s t at i on 

in 1 8 2 7 and with mem orie s o f  the Boyd m as s acre s ti 1 1  

linge ring , few E urope ans were enth us i as t i c abo ut se tt ling 

or trading in that Harbo ur . Howe ver by 1 8  36 there we re 2 3 

d 
0 

" d  7 8  d l b b s awye r s  an carpen te r s  ln re sl ence . an t 1e re we re pro a 1y 

se ve ra l  more by 1 8 4 0 . A se con d factor in the de lay was tha t , 

unti l l 8 37 ,  Europeans ex perienced di f fi c ultie s \vhen tr9-ding 

in th at Harbour . The re ason for thi s was that Whang �roa w a s  

unde r t h e  t ute l age o f  Ti tore , a Bay o f  I s lands chi e f .  T i  tore 

was keen to en s ure that ve s se ls came to h i s  home .port. o f  

76 . The S uc ce s s , Colon i s t , 7 Aug us t  1 8 39 ; the S am ue l  
C unard , S . H . , 1 1  September 1 8 39 ;  the N a varino , 
S . H . , 2 7  De cember 1 8 39 .  

7 7 .  J .  B u1 le r , Fo rty Years in New Ze aland , London , 1 8 7 8  
pp . 6 1 - 2 ; T . E . Simpson , Kauri to Radiata , Orig i n  
and Expan s i on o f  the Timbe r Ind us try o f  New Ze a l an d , 
Auck land, l 9 7 3 ,  pp . 39 - 4 0 ; J . M . R .  Owen s ,  ' The We s 1 e y an 
Mi s s i on to New Ze aland , 1 81 9 -1 8 4 0 ' , Ph . D . the si s , 
Vi ctori a Uni versi ty ,  1 9 6 9 , pp . 6 3 4-7 ; Lt'JhitEU , p . 7 .  

7 8 .  B usby Cen s us , ( WTu , qMS BUS)  . 
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J<ororarek a to purch a s e  the i r  s uppl ie s  .and so he attempted 

to l im i t  the n um ber o f  ve s se l s  that tra de d  at Whang aroa . 

For i n s t an ce 

loading HMS 

part in the 

in 1 8 34 he m anaged to obs tr uct the pro ce ss o f  

B 1 iffalo at that ffa rbo ur un ti l he was g i ven a 
. 7 9  proce e d1 ng s .  Indeed on ly co a s ters , l ike 

the Emm a. ,  seeme d to fre e ly s ai l into Whang aroa . The m.vners 

of the s e  coa s te r s  l i ved un de r Ti tore 1 s  prote ction in the 

Bay o f  I s l ands and s o , i n  re turn for thi s c on ce s si on ,  Ti tore 

was ab le to use both the merchants an d the i r  ve s s e l s  for h i s  
8 0  . 81  own p urpose s .  1\ fte r Ti tore 1 s de ath in Hay 1 8  37 the 

re stri ction on acce s s  to Wh ang aroa Harbo ur appe ars to have 

been li fted1 for s e ven whalers we re reporte d to be p urchasing 
82 supp l i e s  the re in Jun e  o f  that ye ar . 

Wh angaro a h a d  an othe r di s advan tag e . The most s ui tab le 

tree s there we re to be fo und we ll avJay from the wate r and 

un le s s  Haori he lp was forth coming i t  was di f fi c ult to load 

a ve s s e l . Thus i t  was n ot un ti l mo re European settle rs 

arri ve d a fter 1 8 4 0 ,  i n  ·parti cular the larg e  n unbe r o f  

immig ran t s  who arri ve d  i n  the Lan cashi re Wi tch i n  1 8 6 5 , that 
8 3  the Whang aroa k a ur i  an d k a uri -g um  industrie s exp ande d .  

The timber trade di d not get unde r w ay i n  the Thame s /  

Corom ande l area un ti l  the m i d -l 8 30 s . Thi s  vlas because there 

was a ne ar cons tan t  s t ate o f  war fare in the reg ion from 1 8 2 9  

to 1 8 35 .  Mos t  E urope an s be lie ved that i t  w a s  impos sible to 

sa fe ly settle am ong the local Maori s and those who tried i t  

we re reb u f fe d .  Fo r i n s tan ce the s awyers fran :Ran ulph Dacre 1 s 

settlement at Do ub t le s s  Bay e s tab li s hed a s tation at Me r c ury 

Bay i n  .No vember 1 8 31 .  In the proce s s  the s choon e r  Dar ling 1 

7 9 . S adle r to B usby , 1 1  De cember· 1 8  3 3 , ( WAre , BR 1 /1 )  . 

8 0 . See for ex amp le Henry Southe rn , s ta temen t ,  enclosed 
i n  B us by to Co lon i al Se cre tary , 1 0  October 1 8  35 , 
NSW : · Co l on i a l  Se cre tary : Le tters Re ce i ved , New 
Z e a l and 1 8 36 ,  ( AONSW , 4/2 32 6 . 2 ,  i tem 35 / 8 7 36 ) . 

81 . E l de r , �arsde n , p .  5 2 4 . 

8 2 . S . H . , 2 4  A ug us t  1 8 37 .  

8 3 . An En cyc lop aedi a o f  New Zealand , I I I , 6 4 5 .  
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in whi eh they had arri ve d , s ank and the Thames Maori s use d  

thi s  as an ex c use to attack the station . The men e s cape d 

aboard an other ve s s e l b ut prope rty worth £ 1 2 0 0  was lost in 

' d  8 4  
the ra1 . 

Howe ve r a fte r the e s t abli shment o f  pe ace in 1 8 35 

Gordon Brovme de ci de d  to set up a stati on in Me rc ury Bay 

prima ri ly to produce spars . By e arly in 1 8 36 he was app are n t ly 

emp loying gro ups o f  s awye rs the re as we l l  as at hi s st.r ugg ling 

station in Mah urang i Bay, and in the Corom ande 1 Harbour . 

Anothe r 30 s awye rs a rri ve d  in Me rcury B ay a fte r the c losure 

o f  the Mah urangi s tati on in 1 8 36 . 8 5  In addi tion to s a fe l y  

e s tab l i sh ing a Europe an set tlemen t a t  Me rc ury B ay Browne h a d  

also m an aged to pe rs uade loc a l  Maori s t o  remove a tap u  whi ch 

forbade the taking o f  tre e s  from a large local fore st, and 

thi s  e n s ured that he had a re ady and va lmab le so urce o f  

ex por t timbers . S e ve r a l  l arge spar and s awn timber cargoe s 

we re shipped from Me rc ury Bay and by 1 8 4 0  Dacre an d  Browne 

had e re cted £ 4 0 0 0  wor th o f  b ui lding s the re . The se b tu lding s 

i n c lude d a s awm i l l  and a stone wh ar f .  8 6  Timber production 

at Me rc ury B ay con ti n ued to in cre ase a fte r the arri val o f  

more s e ttle r s  i n  the 1 8 4 0 s  and fol lowi ng the formation c f  
8 7  Me rc ury B ay Timber Compan y .  

I t  i s  not ce rtain how long Browne dre\v on Corom an de l 

as we l l  as  Me rc ury Bay for hi s spars and timbe r .  Howeve r , 

short ly a fter hi s arri val in 1 8 35.,. Wi l l i am Web s ter , apparen t ly 

i n  conne ction e i the r with Ran ulph Dacre or anothe r New S o uth 

Wale s m e r ch ant Wi l l i am  Abercrombie , a cq ui red a monopoly o ve r  

tim ber p rod uction i n  the Fi rth o f  Tham e s , Corom ande l  Harbo ur ,  

and the Haur aki Gul f are a ( in c l uding W aiheke , Pon ui , Gre at 
8 8  Barri e r  an d Gre at He r c ury I s l ands ) . Webste r ' s ende avo ur s , 

8 4 .  Dacre to Co lon i a l  Secretary , A Feb r uary 1 8 41 , Browne , 
OLC 40 8 ,  4 0 8 a-c/9 7 8 - 81 . 

85 . Browne , OLC 4 0 8 ,  4 0 8 a-c/9 7 8 - 81 ; R . M .  Ros s , pp . l 32 - 8 ; 
B usby Cen s us , (WTu,  qMS BUS ) . 

86 . Dacre to Col on i a l  Se cre tary , 4 February 1 8 41 , Brown e ,. 
OLC 4 0 8 , 4 0 8 a-c/9 7 8 - 81 ; Sim p s on , pp . 4 0 -2 .  

8 7 . E .  and V .  Graylan d , Corom ande l Coas t , We l ling ton , J 9 6 5 , 
p .  5 1 . 

8 8 .  J .  Logan Campbe l l , Poenamo , Lond on , 1 8 81 ,  ( Whitcombe 
and 'l,om b s , reprint. , ·1 9 5 3) , pp . 2 2 ·- 3; S . G . , 2 8  J·an uary 
1 8 4 0 . 
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like those o f  Browne , we re highly suc ce s s ful and the Thame s/ 

coromande l reg ion was  se cond on ly to the Hok i ang a i n  export 

timb e r  prod uction in  the late 1 8 30 s . 

Web s te r '  s s uc ce s s  was a re s ult o f  seve ral factors . 

When Dr Jam eson vi s i te d  Corom ande l in 1 8 4 1  he note d that 

web s te r  was ' ab le to comm and a s uf ficien cy o f  that e lem ent o f  

a l l  coloni a l  s uc ce s s , l abour ' . Webs te r  h ad g angs o f  Maori s 

eng aged on dragg ing o ut the timber an d 1 5 -2 0  E urope an s awye rs 

and g ene ral han ds to r un h i s  es tab li shme n t  and prep are his 

timber . 8 9  Thi s  le ve l  of a s s i s t an ce was parti c ularly ne ce ssary 

in the CoroJ!Bn de l are a  be cause the re the k a uri s g rew on hi l l  

s i de s  and we l l  av1ay from the wate r .  Re ferring to hi s vi s i t  to 

Corom ande l ,  another c o l on i s t , Charle s Te rry , des cribed how 

spars , whi ch wo uld h a ve we igh e d  in exce s s  o f  l O O ton s , had 

to be dragged up · and down two ravines be fore they we re p ut 

in  a r i ve r  for :floating to the coas t .  9 0  A s imi lar prob lem had 

to be face d in  the Th ame s /Waihou are a . The re the exp loi tation o f 

the timbe r ne are s t  to the se a and ri vers had been so inten sive 

by 1 8 39 tha t  a trave l le r , ,John Bidwe l l , de s c ri bed the lan ds ­

c ape as ' q ui te den ude d ' .  H e  predi cted that i n  ten ye ars most 

of the e as i ly taken timber wo uld have g one an d that the trade 

wo uld die be c a use i t  w o uld be unp ro fi tab le to re trie ve the 

tre e s  that were le ft . 9 1  In fa ct timbe r con tin l.E d  to b e  the 

maj or export from the Th ame s/Cororn an de l a re a  until the g old 

rush o f  1 8 5 2 . 9 2  

8 9 . Jame s on , pp . 2 9 2 - 4 . 

9 0 . Ci ted in Sim p s on , pp . 4 4 - 5 . 

9 1 . J . C .  Bidwe l l , Rambles in New Zea land 1 8 39 ,  Chri s t­
chur ch , 1 9 5 2 , p .  1 1 4 . 

9 2 . An En cyc lop aedi a o f  New Zealan d ,  I ,  4 01 ; A . M .  I sdale , 
Hi story o f  " The Ri ve r  Tharnes " , Thame s ,  1 9 6 7 ,  pp . 2 7 -8 . 
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A l l  the m a j or timber p roducing s i te s  had factors in 

comnwn . The y  we re , fo r ex ample , a l l  wi thin the are a where the 

kauri g rew . John Tawe l l , whe n  g i ving e vi dence be fore the 

lords ' Ca-nm i tte e , s tated that the ' Timb e r  Tr ade doe s  not ex i s t  

to the S o uthwards ' .  B y  thi s  h e  pre s um ab ly m e an t  that there 

was nothing o f  the s cale he had seen in the Hok i ang a . 9 3  Also 

in all the se p l ace s the tre e s  we re , at le a s t  in i ti al ly , 

re ason ab ly acce s sible an d ab le to be taken to wai ting ve ssels  

wi tho ut to o m uch de l ay .  

Another ing re dient 1n the s ucce s s  o f  sites \vas a larg e 

an d acq ui e s cent Maori pop ulati on . Whi l e  the Europeans may 

have been the di re ctors o f  the trade , the vi abi li ty of the 

comme rce depended on Maori l ab our . For ins tan ce the con sen t: 

o f  local Maoris  had to b e  obtained be fore any tre e s  could be 

c ut .  The n , genera l ly , i t  was the Mao ri s who provide d  the 

labo ur fo rce o f  the trade . The i r  role was us ually con fined 

to dragg i ng a . fe l led tre e  to the water ' s  e dge or  to a s a\v pi ·t 

and ,  a fte r i t  was c ut up by E uropean sawye rs, i t  was the Maori s 

who floate d the wood to the ve s se l  an d  he lped to load i t  

aboard . 9 4  Some Maori s ,  howe ve r , parti c ularly those i n  the 

Bay o f  I s l ru1ds an d Hok i anga reg i on , a l s o  fe lle d  the tre e s , 9 5  

whi le othe rs bec a-ne ex pe rt s awye rs and timber trade rs · in the i r  

9 3 . Tawe l l , e vi de n ce , 1 8 3 8  Report , p .  1 1 9 .  The He len , for 
ex arnp le , took 3 8 1  log s o f  ' New Z e a land whi te pine ' from 
the Cook S tr ai t  are a in 1 8  32 - S .  H . , 2 8 February l 8  3 3 ; 
S . G . , 7 ,  1 4  May 1 8 3 3 .  

9 4 .  For ex am p le s  o f  the Maori s '  role see : S adle r to B usby , 
1 1  De cembe r 1 8 3 3 ,  ( B R  1 /1 ) : W . J .  Lewing ton to G .  Mai r , 
4 J une 1 8 4 0 , 2 6  Jan uary 1 8 41 , Mai r Papers , ( AP , N ZMS S1 5 7 ) 
D acre to B rook s , 2 0  Apri l 1 8 32 ,  ( NPL/M , un c at . MS S Se t 
3 0 9 ) ; J . L .  Campbe l l , pp . 4 3-5 ; P o la ck , Manners , I ,  1 6 8 - 9 ; 
Char le s Te rry ci te d  Simpson , pp . 4 4 -5 . -------

9 5 . Pol ack , I>ianne r s , I ,  1 6 8 .  
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own righ t . 9 6  On the whol e  the Mao ri s  i n  the timbe r producing 
. . d h h . . 9 7  

are as  1 n s 1 s te t at E urope an s  use t e 1 r  serv1 ce s .  Where � 
European maste r  re fused Maori as s i s tan ce i n  loading his ve s s e l  

the pro ce s s  o f  s towing the c argo w a s  s o  s low that what he 
9 8  saved i n  p ayments to Maori s he lost in dem urrage charg e s . 

The mo s t  importan t factor in the s uc ce s s  o f  any s tation , 

howe ve r'.r wa s the s i ze o f  its  Europe an pop ulation . To the 

E urope an s  fe l l  the tasks o f  se le cting the de s i re d  tree s , 

preparing the timber t.o mee t  m arke t spe ci fi cation s , arrang ing 

fo r cargoe s to be re ady when ve s se l s arr i ve d1 and repai ring or 

sharpen ing the axe s , saws , rope s , p ulley s  an d the othe r eq uip­

ment that we re ne ce s s ary for s e c ur i ng a tree from the b ush . 

B e c a use i t  had a l l  the se advan t age s ,  in  ab undance , the 

Hok i anga R{ ve r was the mo s t  impor tan t  and mo s t  producti ve 

so urce o f  New Ze aland timb e r  exports be fore 1 8 4 0 . 

When En s ig n  McCrae e n te red the H oki anga Ri ve r  in  

1 8 2>0 he was amazed to fin d  the  larg e st k a  uri s  g rmving right 

on the w ater ' s  e dg e  and he cornroen te d  tha t  shipping th em wo uld 

not h a ve pre sen ted the problems o f  l oading �vhi ch we re being 

encountered in  the B ay o f  I s lands an d Whang a roa by hi s ve sse l 
9 9  HMS Dromedary . As we l l  as the k a  uri s e ve ra l  othe r Ne\·J Ze aland 

n ati ve tre e s  we re to be fo und g rowi ng in the Hok i aqg a . One 

9 6 . Maori timbe r trade rs an d s awye rs are n amed or de s cribed 
i n : W .  Yate , An Accoun t  o f  Ne'.v Ze a l an d , i n trod . J .  
B inne y , We l ling ton , 1 9 7 0 , pp . 2 5 4 - 2 8 0 ;  J .  B uller to 
Hi s s  Dawe s , 2 Jan uary 1 8 37 ,  J .  B ul le r , Corre spon den ce , 
1 8 37 - 9 , ( NLA , MS 4 0 2 0  N K2 2 31 ,  typ e s cript ) , p .  1 2 ; 
S . G . , 9 Jan uary 1 81 9 ; Markham , p .  8 2 ; B l a.cke tt , e viden ce , 
Report from the S e le ct Cornrn i  ttee on Nev..' Ze a lan d ;  toge ther 
with Min ute s of  Evi de n ce . . .  , G . B . P . P . , 1 8 4 0 , VI I , ( 5 8 2 ) , 
p .  6 8 . 

9 7 . Thi s was the case i n  Tam ak i - Flat t , e vi de n ce , 1 8 38 
Repor t ,  p .  4 3 .  

9 8 �  Dacre to Br ook s , 2 2  Septembe r 1 8 32 ,  ( MPL/M , tm cat . 
MS Se t 3 0 9 )  . 

9 9 . McCrae , e vidence , B . T .  Box 1 1 , · p 1 4 4 7 9 ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  
5 35 ;  also Abs tract frcm the Report upon the Tim�ers o f  
Van Deim an ' s Lan d , New S o uth Wale s & New Zealand, by Hr . 
Mart Carpente r o f  H . M . S .  Ship Dromedary , C02 0 1 /1 2 9 , 
f .  35 l b . 
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natural d i s advan tage the Ri ve r  did h a ve , howe ve r , was the 

dangero us bar at i t s  mo uth . B ut the di f fi c ulti e s  associ ate d 

wi th c ro s s ing i t  we re overca�e to som e  ex tent by the re s i den ce 

there o f  a pi lot , John Martin , from 1 8 2 8 .  

There was a l arge Maori pop ul ation in the Hok i ang a 

are a . Bee cham told the Lord s '  Comm i ttee that the WMS m i s s i on ­

ari e s  had con cl uded that 5 0 0 0 -6 0 0 0  Maori s li ve d  the re . 1 0 ° 
From 

the fi rs t  the se peop le were known for the i r  en thus i a s ti c  s upport 

of  E urope an merchan ts and the i r  de vo ti on to hard work . Als o , 

to the E urope an ob s e r vers at le as t , the chie fs in that are a 

appe are d to re tain a tigh t con t ro l o ve r  their peop le m1d thi s 

en ab le d them to more e f fe cti ve ly di re c t  the work o f  loading 
1 01 

ve s s e l s . More o ve r  a fter 1 8 2 8  the re was on ly one m a j o r  

outbre ak o f  war fare i n  the Hok i anga are a .  This m e an t  tha t  the 

on ly de l ay s  to loading ve s se l s  seem to h a ve occ urred when the 

Maori s we re attending to the i r  c ulti vation s or e ls e  we re 

repor te d ly too i l l to work . 1 0 2 

The Hok i ang a Ri ver also had a com p arati ve ly l arge 

E ur ope an pop ulati on . .  Of the 9 0  adult E urope an m a le s re siden t 

the re i n  1 8 38 ,  72  we re prob ab ly di re ctly c onne cte d wi th the 

tim ber t r ade . 1 0 3 In addi tion , it was c l aim e d , m any o f  the 
l O Ll fore s t s  in the Ri ve r  we re owned by E urope an s . · Thus 

l O O . 

1 0 1 . 

1 0 2 .  

1 0  3 .  

1 0 4 . 

Beecham , e vidence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 81 .  

R . A .  Cr ui se ,  Journ al o f  a Ten Mon ths ' Re s i den ce in 
New Zealand fl 8 2 0J ,  ed .  A . G .  Bagn a l l , Chri s tchurch , 
1 9 5 7 , pp . 5 7 - 7 2 . 

McDonne l l  to R .  Jone s & Co , 1 7  Septembe r 1 8 35 ,  ( NPL/M , 
Al 0 9 ) , p .  9 5 ; J .  Busby to A .  B us by , 1 ,  1 1  March 1 8 39 ,  
J .  B usby , Le tte rs to Jame s B usby , 1 8 30 ·-1 8 6 6 ; an d Le tte rs 
from B usby to his bro the r Al·ex an de r ,  1 8  30 - 9 1 ( \\I'Tu , qMS 
BUS ) . 

B usby� Cen s us , (WTu, qMS BUS ) . 

Watkins , e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , p .  2 4 . 
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· v e: s s e ls  c a l ling a t  the Hok i anga we re alm o s t  ce rtain o f  

obtaining a carg o and s ome time s they m ay e ven have had a 

choi ce o f  timbe rmen from whom to p urcha s e  the timbe r .  1 0 5  Also , 

wi th s uch a large E ur ope an popul ation re si den t on the Ri ve r , 

vi s i t ing ve s se l s co uld be fai rly certain that they wo uld not 

be �tta cked by Maori s .  

For the se re a s ons the Hoki ang a appe ars , as far as the 

data al low for any e s tim ati on , to have been the s o urce o f  

5 0 - 6 0  perce n t  o f  the tim b er cargoe s ex ported from New Ze a l and 

be t\';een 1 8 2 8 and 1 8  3 91 and the s o urce o f  ne arly a l l  the timbe r 

cargoes en te red at Hobart and Laun ce s ton from New Ze al and in  

the same pe riod . 

THE EXPORT trade in  New Z e a l and timbers 1 82 8-1 8 4 0  was res tri c te d  

Too l i t t le vJas known about the n ati ve woods and that which vva s  

known w a s  o ften de trime n tal . The m arke t  for s pars w a s  an age 

o ld one and the in tri cacie s o f  i t  e f fe c t i ve ly debarre d the 

s ale o f  a. prod uct whi ch fe l l  e ven fraction a l ly short o f  the pre ­

s cribe d dime n si on s  and q uali ty o f  prepar a tion . Moreover the 

s awn timbe r trade on ly ope rated within the con fin e s  o f  exp and-· 

ing , b ut lim i te d , c o l on i al m ark ets . The key to advancing the 

timbe r trade lay in  upg r ading the me thods o f  p roduction at 

i o 5 . See1 for examp le , Wi l son to C len don , 2 5 Harch 1 8  36 , 
and Wi l s on to -Wrigh t , n . d .  /2 5 March 1 8 36J ,  
( NPL/M , MSS 1 4 7 / 8 3 ) , pp . 37 , 4 0 - 1 . 
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New Z e al an d  and this  req uired , above a l l , the re s i dence 

of ski lled E uropean s awye rs and timb er merch an ts . There fore 

it seeme d to the Europe an s  in vo l ve d  in the trade and the 

commen tators who s tro ve to fore cast  a fut ure for New Zealand , 

tha t  the on l y  way to re ali se the appare n t ly lim i t le s s  

poten ti a l  o f  the timber trade was to encour age m o re Europe an 

se t t le rs to re s i de the re . And the most e f fecti ve way to do 

thi s , they arg ued , was to bring New Ze a l an d  into the Bri t i s h  

Empi re and t o  spon s or the coloni z ation o f  the country . 
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Chap te r  Four 

Re s i dent E uropean s and the Timbe r and Flax Trade 

The rep utation o f  the E urope an s who li ved in New 

Ze al and as timber and flax trader s  be fore 1 8 4 0  could s carce ly 

be worse . For a variety o f  re asons the y  h a ve been characte r­

i zed as law le s s , immora l and anti --mi s si on ary ne 1 e r-do-we l l s . 

Look ing behind the image , howe ve r , it  seem s  th at a 

varie ty o f  Europe ans · we re moti vate d to e ng age in the trade 

and for n t.me ro us re a s on s .  More pve r  the l i fe they led whi le 

in New Ze a land was ne i the r as soli tary nor as  uncontro l led 

as  has  been por traye d . Mos t  of  them appear to have li ved in 

the l arge r  European s e t t lements · and , by the mid-l 8 30 s , few 

o f  them would have been more than one d ay 1 s trave l  from 
• 

anothe r Eur ope an . Also the traders appe ar to have s tri ven , 

wi thin the l im i ts o f  thei r physi cal  en vi r oiLrnent , to re tain or 

to re c re ate the semb l an ce of a li fe sim i l a r  to tha t  they had 

known be fore le aving the colonie s or Gre at B ritain . Signi fi ­

cantly , too ,  whi le they re s i ded in New Ze aland the traders 

fo und i t  nece s s ary to c on form to , or at le a s t  to heed , soci al  

contro ls  whi ch we re de r i ve d  from the con ventions , c us tom s and 

reg ulati on s  o f  two so ci e ti e s  Maori and E urope an . 

The s uc ce s s ful trade r was afu le to adapt to the 

phys i c a l  and social  e n vi ronment o f  p re - 1 8 4 0  New Ze a land and , 

within those limi t s , he so ught o ut a livi ng for himse l f  and 

hi s dependan ts , and a pro fi t for hi s emp l oye r . 1 

1 . To avo i d  con fusion Europe an s awye rs , carpenters , 
axemen and oth e r  labo urers  o f  the timber trade wi l l  
be re fe rred to collective ly as timbe rmen ; the 
re s i de n t  middlemen o f  the t rade who may ne ver have 
s awn a log b ut m ade thei r  l i ving from se l ling timbe r 
or flax wi l l  _be te rmed merchants ;  and those re s i dents 
who we re in vo l ve d  with flax wi l l  be c alle d co lle ctors .  
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THE TAR.l\JISHED im age .o f the Europe an trade rs  has de ri ved from 

a varie ty o f  s ource s and parti c ularly from the bias  in 

con temporary s tatements about condi tion s in New Zealand . 

Altho ug h  the y  did i t  for di f fe rent reason s , mos t  o f  the 

co lon i a l  an d Bri tish commentator s , j o urn a li s ts ,  mi s sion ari e s  

and peop le whose opinion s ' co un te d '  used any and e ve ry occasion 

they co uld to denigrate the tr ade rs . 

Tho se pe op le who were c a l led as wi tne sses  be fore 

Par li ame n t ary Corruni tte e s , for ex ample , tised the oppo rt unity 

to m ain t ain the fa l s e  impre s s ion that the E urope an s  in New 

Zealand formed a l aw le s s  arid di srep utab l e  socie ty . They 

appe ar to have done thi s in orde r to imp re s s  upon the B ri t i sh 

ru1d colon i al gove rnments the s uppose d ly urgent need to 

colo::1i z e  Nevl Zea land or at le as t to prote ct the few re s pon sible 

and re spe ctab le Europe an s  who l i ved the re . 2 For ex ample Joe l 

Po lack , who had fe lt ob liged to leave New Zealand because he 

be l i e ve d  th at hi s l i fe was in dange r ,  to ld the 1 8  3 8  Lords ' 

Commi t te e  that the state of the m anne rs and morals o f  

Europe an s i n  New Z e a l and was ' decidedly b ad ' . 3 He asse rte d  

that the on ly two re spec table E urope an re s ide nts i n  that 

co un t ry were hi s friends J . J . Mon te fi ore and Captain Pov1di tch . 4 

Ch arle s Ende rby , the wh aling m agn ate , was equal ly s cathing . H e  

wanted m ore gove rnmen t con trol exe rted i n  New Z e a l and so  h i s  

e viden ce s tre ssed the di s r up ti ve e f fe ct that uncon trolled 

E urope an settleme n t  was having on hi s wh aling inte re s ts there . 

He c l aimed that on ly · the worst type s amongst hi s s ai lors 

de serte d  and became re si dents o f  that co un try . 5 An d John 

Tawe l l , in an e ffor t  to s upport the m i s s ionary soci e ti e s ' c a l l  

2 .  See for i n s t an ce Yate , e vi den ce , Report from the 
S e le c t  Committee on Aborigine s ( B ri ti sh Se ttlements ) ,  
G . B . P . P . , 1 8 37 ,  VII , ( 4 2 5 ) , Lfle re a fter cited Abo rig ines  
Report? . pp . l 9 2 - 3 .  

3 .  Polack , e viden ce , Report from the Se lect Comrn i t te e  o f  
the H o us e  o f  Lords appoi n te d  to enq ui' re into the Pre sen t 
S tate o f  the I s lands o f  New Ze a l and and the Expediency · 
o f  reg ul ating the Se ttlement o f  Bri t i sh S ub j e ct s  the rei n  
with min ute s o f  e vidence , G . B . P . P . , 1 8 37 - 8 , XXI , ( 6 8 0 ) , 
( 1 2 3) , Lfiere a fte r ci ted 1 8  3 8  Report] , p .  8 1 . 

4 .  Polack , e vi dence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  9 5 . 

5 .  Ende rby , e viden ce , 1 8 38 Repo r t , p .  7 4 .  
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for a halt to Eur ope an emigration to New Ze aland , denig rated 

most o f  the se c ular re s i dents in the Hok i an g a  and de s c ribed 

Baron de Thi e rry ' s  s ix ty se ttle rs as b e i ng m ain ly ' o f a 

very in famo us De s c ription , s uch as he h a d  pul le d  up in Sydney ' .  E 
The CMS mi s s i onari e s  in New Z e a l an d , who h ad earlier 

been s upporti ve o f  the work of timbe r and flax trade rs , 

changed thei r  opinions about the bene fi t s  o f  Europe an se c ular 

ac ti vi ty and trading a fter the de facto l e ade rship o f  the 

mi s s ion de vo l ve d  from Marsden to Henry Wi l l i am s . Indeed , so 

far h ad they swung towards opposing trade rs  by 1 8 31 th at the 

Re v .  Wi l l i am Yate g a ve i t  as thei r  opinion ( admi ttedly in the 

wak e  o f  the Eli z abe th A f fai r )  tha t  flax trade rs we re worse 

than whale r s  in having an i l l-e f fe c t  on Maori s . 7 
The mi s s i onari e s ' condemn ation appears to have sprung 

from m any moti ve s . The y  wan ted , in  the e y e s  o f  the Maoris and 

the wi de r  worl d , to di s so ci ate them se l ve s  from othe r le s s  

godly and le ss e vange li ca l  E urope an s . The p rob lem wa s that the 

Maori s appe are d  to reg ard all Europeans as b e longing to one 

tribe 8 and so the mi s s i on ari e s  acti vely s o ught to show them 

othe rwi se . S uch an app roach was reg arde d as ne ce s s ary for , 

as Kemp the sem i - l i te rate CMS s torekeepe r p ut i t , ' the i s land 

is ve ry m uch pe s te d  wi th e urope an s ai lors who have le ft the i r  

ve s se ls , they are s uc h  b a d  chari ctore s t h a t  w e  are ob liged to 

tre a t  them in s uch a w ay a s  to k eep them �� a di s tance • . 9 Thus , 

for ex am p le , Cap tain D uke was re fused pe rm i s s i on to con vale s ce 

at t he Paihi a mi s s ion s tation in 1 8 2 7  be c a us e  hi s re s i dence 

wi th them might h a ve con veyed the impre s s i on tha t  the 

m i s s i on ari e s  we re connected wi th or condoned the behavi o ur 

o f  the trade r . 1 0  Simi l ar l y  altho ugh they knew tha t  it  wo uld 

g i ve o ffence , e speci al ly a s  he had been o f  g re at as s i s tance , 

the CMS fe lt obliged to s h un  Cap t ain Wi l l i am B rind in orde r to 

show the Maori s that the y  di s app ro ve d  o f  h i s  .immorality . 1 1  

6 .  Tawe l l , e vi denc e , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 0 9 . 

7 .  Yate to Darling , 1 September 1 8 31 ,  C02 D l /2 2 0 , f . 342b-
3 4 4 a .  

8 .  F l at t , e vi dence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  3 8 . 

9 .  J .  Kemp , Jo urn a l  o f  Jame s Kemp , 1 8 32 - 1 8 5 2 , ( AU , type­
s cript , MS A-1 8 6 ) , 1 5  Jan uary 1 8 32 .  

1 0 . w . Wi l li am s , Journ a l  o f  Wi l li am  Wi l l i am s  2 1  Aug ust 1 8 2 5 -
1 8  De cembe r 1 8 5 5 , ( AR ,  type script , MS 3 35 ) , 2 4  Septembe r 
1 8 2 7 .  

1 1 . W .  Wi l l i am s , Jo urn al , 2 5  Oc tobe r 1 8 2 8 .  
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By fol l owing thi s po l i cy the mi s sion arie s  be lieve d  tha t , by 

the m i d -1 8 3 0 s , they had s uc cee de d  in  con vincing the Maori s 

that m i s s i on aries we re s upe rior and worthy E urope an s  whi le 

tr ade rs were very ' De vi l s ' 
1 2  

Further , the mi s sion arie s fO QDd th at the pre sence 

of  di s so l ute Europe an s p rovi ded a good ex c use for the 

apparen t s l owne ss o f  Maori con ve rsion s . For ex amp le Jam e s  

Bus by s tate d ,  in 1 8 31 ,  that the m i s s ionarie s  comp lained that 

' li ce n ti o us ' Europe an s  we re ' coun teracting ' the i r  work and 

we re g aining more re spec t  from Maori s than the m i s s ion ari e s  

h ad been ab le to achi e ve . 1 3 Simi lar ly John Ki ng , one o f  the 

longe s t  se rving m i s s ion workers , claimed in 1 8  38 tha t  the 

s e c ular E urope ans we re re spon sib le for ho lding back the work 

o f  the m i s sion arie s and the prog re ss  o f  Chri s ti an i ty in New 
1 4  Zealan d .  More o ve r  a s  they mo ved thro ughout the co un try the 

mi s sion ari e s  seemed to meas ure the di f fi. c ulty o f  the i r  task 
• +-ln .... e rm s  

tr ade r s . 

o f  the amo un t  o f  contac t local Maori s had had wi th 

Fo r ex ample the Re v .  J . A .  Wi l s on · reg arded t.he 

Maori s o f  Matata as being ' ex ce e ding ly ignoran t ' an d ' m uch 
. . d b th . d f . 1 E th I 1 5  ln J ure y e re s 1  e n ce o 1mmora urope ans a�ong em , 

whi le he con s i de red that the Haori s o f  Tt1h ua ( Mayor I s lan d )  

wo uld be open to m i s s i on ary in fl uence because the i r  i s l and 

had on ly in frequently and brie fly been vi sited by E urop e an 

trade r s . 1 6  Sim i l arly Wi l l i am  Wi l li am s  be lieve d  tha t  the co ld 

and i n di f fe ren t r e cep tion accorded to the mi s s i onarie s at 

Tolag a B ay and Ot umoe tai p a  in Taur ang a Harbo ur had re s ulte d 

1 2 . W . G .  P uckey , Journa l  and Le t te r s , 1 8 31 -1 8 6 8 ,  ( AP , 
type scrip t ,  N Z  R 2 6 6 . 3  Sp , P9 8 ) , 2 1  Jan uary 1 8 35 .  

1 3 . J .  B usby , A B ri e f Memoi r  Re l a t i ve to the I s lands · o f 
New Zea lan d ,  June 1 8  31 , C02 0 9 /l ,  f . l 9 6b .  

1 4 .  Cite d  by Coate s , e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 Report , p .  2 0 6 . 

1 5 . J . A .  Wi l s on , The Le tte rs o f  the Revd John A .  Wi l s on , 
Mi s s i on ary a t  Opotik i , T a ur ang a ,  Auck lan d  an� P uriri , 
1 8 3 3-·1 8 6 5 , ( AU ,  type sc;ri p t , MS A-1 7 3 ) , 2 0  Jan uary 1 8 4 0 . 

1 6 . Wi ls on , Le tters , 2 6  Septembe r 1 8 38 .  See a lso Jame s 
Bulle r '  s le t te r  cited by Bee cham , e vi den ce , 1 8 3 8 Report , 
p .  2 36 ;  Tav1e l l , e vi dence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 4 .  



1 4 2 

from the Maori s '  previous con tact wi th E urope an traders . 1 7  

Another re a s on for mi s s i onary oppos i ti on to trader s  

was re l ated to the i r  re s pe c ti ve cl aim s t o  having civi li zed 

the Maori s .  Mi s s i on arie s wante d to be reg arde d as the 

ex cl us i ve agents o f  improving the ' un c i vi li z.ed ' New Zea l and­

ers . 
1 8  They and the i r  advocates the re fore tried to di s co un't 

any po s i tive trade r i n fl uence in the p ro ce s s . Dr Marshal l ,  

for ins tan ce , con cl uded that : 

be yond thinning the fore s t  o f  i t s  s t ate ly 
inhab i tan t s  and :;:>ropag ating am ong the n ati ve s  
a fi lthy and te rrible dise ase , comm e rce , wh 11e 
re t urn ing e n riched herse l f  from the ports o f  
New Zea l an d , le ft the c o un try unim pro ved by her 
vi s i tation s , and its aboriginal ten antry , 
not a li ttle in j ured by her im portation s . _  1 9  

And the Rev .  Wi l l i am  Cotton , during a vi s i t  to Thame s in 

1 8 4  3 ,  drew at tention to the debate by .s arcastically 

in h i s  j o urn al that • ,.,hate ve r  political e c onomi s ts may s ay 

o f  the ci vi l i zing e f fects o f  trade , doe s not hold good o f  

• d 1 '  1 2 0  p1g . e a  1ng . 

The de ve lopment o f  the bad image o f  trade rs also 

arose , i n  par t , from the inabi li ty o f  m any con temporary 

wri ter s  to unde r s tand or to appre ci ate a li fe s tyle di f ferent 

from the i r  own . As was the c ase  wi th de s criptions o f  beach-

1 7 . w .  Wi l l i am s , Journal , 8 Septembe r 1 8 34 ,  24  Jan uary 
1 8 38 .  See a l so J .  Po lack , New Z e aland : · Being a 
Narrative o f  Tra ve ls and Ad ve n ture s during a 
Re s i de n ce in that Co untry be tween the Ye ars 1 8  31 and 
1 8 37 ,  2 vol s , London , 1 8 38 , (Cappe r Pre s s  reprin t , 
1 9 7 4 ) I I I , 1 4 5 .  

1 8 . See for in stan ce , J .  B arrow , ' Ske t ch o f  the Sur veying 
Voyag e s  o f  Hi s Maj e s ty ' s  Ships Adve n ture and Be ag l e  
1 82 5 -1 8 36 ,  Comm anded b y  Captains P . P .  King , P . Stokes and 
R . Fi t z -Roy , R oyal Navy ' , Journa l  of the Royal Geo­
g raphi c a l  Society , VI , 1 8 36 ,  3 34 5 .  

1 9 . W .  Marshal l ,  A Pe rson a l . Narrati ve o f  �vo Vi s i ts to 
New Zea l an d  i n  H i s  Maj e s ty ' s  Ship Allig ator , A . D .  1 8 34 , 
London , 1 8 36 ,  p . 30 4 . 

2 0 .  w . c .  Cot ton , Journ al • • .  July 2 2nd to . . .  November 
2 6 th 1 8 4 3 , by Wi l l i am Charle s Cotton , M . A .  ( NPL/D , 
MS 37/5 ) I p .  84 . 
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combe r s and beach comm uni tie s e l sewhe re in the Paci fi e ,  2 1  

those who v1rote abo ut New Ze aland looked with j a und i ce d eye s . 

The co l le ctor or timbennan who l i ve d  wi th a M.aori g ro up was 

regarded as ' reneg ade ' ,  ' proflig ate • and ' g odle s s ' whi le the 

vi s i  tor or s ightsee r who j udge d  li fe in the sma l l  E ur ope an 

comm unities in re l ation to the ' ci vi li ze d '  s ocie ty he knew , 

co uld only con c l ude that they we re ' he l l s ' .  Simi l arly , wh i le 
2 2  thei r  own l i ving standards m ay barely have been adeq uate , 

mi s s i on ari e s  and othe r European re s iden t s  looke d ' down on the 

appa rent m ateri a l , moral and c ul t ural po ve rty o f  the 

co l l e ctors or s awye r s . Thus the CMS ropeworker Jame s Ham lin 

wonde re d why a trade r a t  Aote a Harbour , who ' l ooke d  mi se r­

ab le ' , h ad fors aken his  fanner li fe a s  the m ate on a ship 

to ' li ve i n  s uch mi s e ry ' , 2 3  whi le the Re v .  Char le s B aker 

c a s t all E urope an s  on the Mang am uk a Ri ve r  (a  tributary o f  the 

Hok i ang a Ri ve r )  as ' depraved men ' b e c a use 1n hi s view t.hei r 

ho us e s  ' S\varm ed wi th native fem ale s '  . 2 4  

Timbe nnen , col l e ctors and trading m as te r s  we re 

further denig rated because o f  one wide ly p ubli ci zed m i sde a ­

me ano ur .  Nothing seeme d to in spi re h um ani t ari an p a s s ioh s  more 

th an the tho ught of a pro fi t-hung ry trade r  exploi ting s uppos e d  

Maori we akne s se s  an d igno ran ce i n  p ur s ui t  o f  a few extra po un ds . 

Jus t  a s  a l l  Maori s came to be viewe d from the s hadow o f  the 

Boyd m a s s acre , so a l l  flax trade rs we re reg arded wi th the 

2 1 . C .  Ra l s ton , Gra s s  Huts and Wareho use s ,  Paci fi c Be ach 
Comm uni tie s o f  the Nine teenth Cen tury , C anbe rra , 1 9 7 7 , 
pp . 39 , 1 5 5 . 

2 2 .  For in s tan ce in 1 8 2 7  the CMS m i s s ion arie s  Char le s D a vi s  
an d Wi l li am Wi lli am s  li ve d  in ' n ati ve s tyle ' house s at 
Paihi a .  On ly Hen ry Wi l l i ams h ad a weatherboard ho use -
0 .  Wrig h t , comp . ,  New Zealand 1 8 2 6 - 7 , We l ling ton , 1 9 5 0 , 
Lfiere a fte r c i te d  D ' Urvi l l�; p .  1 7 8 . See a l s o  H . J .  
Ryb urn , Te Hemara , James  Hmn li n  1 8 0 3-1 8 6 5 , Friend o f  
the Maori s ,  Dune din , 1 9 7 9 , pp . l 6 , 2 8 .  

2 3 . J .  Ham lin , P art Diary o f  Jame s Haml in fl 3 Apri l 1 8 3 0 -
2 2  De cembe r  1 8 34.7 , (AU , type s c ri pt , 1-'!S A-1 6 9 ) , 3 
Apri l 1 8  34 . 

2 4 . C .  Baker , Journ als o f  Charle s Baker , 1 8 2 7 -1 8 6 7 ,  ( AR ,  
type s crip t , MS 2 2 )  , 6 De cember 1 8  32 . 
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deepe s t  s uspicion fo llowing the Eli zabeth A ffair . Thi s was 

the o ccas ion i n  1 8 30 on which John Stewart trans porte d  Te 

Ra uparaha and h i s  warrio rs to Ak aro a . There the Maoris 

murde red se ve ra l  o f  the i r  enem i e s  an d c aptured , and l ater 

k i l le d , the Akaroa chie f Maha ran ui .  S tewart ' s  m i s take , i t  

seemed , was not that he pe r forme d thi s t ask b ut tha t  h e  was 

caught ;  an d then by men who we re s u f fi c iently moti vated to 

haul him be fore a co urt o f  le.w . Oth e r m as te rs who became 

in vol ve d  in simi lar acti vities  we re far le s s  se ve re ly tre ated . 

In September 1 8 32 Captain J . W .  Green on the Alex ande r  took 

Ti to re and an undis closed n unber o f  warriors 2 5  from Rang ihoua 

in the Bay o f  I s l an d s  to M aketu to s ur prise thei r  enem ie s  

the re . When he was ca lled to acco un t ,  Green was ab le to 

con vin ce the Colon i a l Se cre tary that h e  had g en ui ne ly b e li e ve d  

that h e  'Yvas taking Ti tore to pay a friendly vi s i t  to the 

Maori s at Mak e t u ;  not to attack them . Be ca use the acti on 

di d n o t  le ad to an attack or pe rhap s  be ea  use Jcse·ph We lle r ,  

the complai n an t  i n  the matte r ,  would n o t  pre s s  charge s ,  Green ' s  

actions re ci ved an o ffi cial reprim and and ve ry little 

p Ub l i c i ty . 2 6  Sim i l a r  voyage s from the B ay o f  Is lan ds to the 

Thame s to t ran sport warriors weLe made by an w1i den ti fied 

ve s s e i  in 1 8 31 2 7  and at least three tim e s  in the Emm a between 

1 8 32 and 1 8 34 . 2 8  Also , Rear Adm iral Ros s  has S UJ ge s te d  that 

in Apri l 1 8 3 3 Ng ap uh i  Maori s hired the S urpri se and the 

2 5 . Jos e ph We lle r  c l aimed that i t  was  30 0 - 4 0 0  -
S . H . , 8 Octobe r 1 8 32 . 

2 6 . Gre e n  to Prin ci pal S uperin tenden t o f  Poli ce , 2 2  May 
1 8 3 3 ,  NSW : Co lonial Secre tary : Le tters Rece i ve d , 
New Ze aland 1 8 33 ,  ( AONSW , 4 / 2 1 6 4. 2 ,  i tem 3 3/ 35 6 3 
and enclosure s ) ; S . G . , 2 5  Apri l 1 8 3 3 .  

2 7 . W .  Wi l l i am s , Journ al , 1 5  J une 1 8 31 .  

2 8 . J .  B usby , Memoranda , 1 6  Au:; us t ,  2 9  Octobe r 1 8 3 3 ,  
E .  Fi shwi ck to B usby , 9 De cember 1 8 3 3 ,  NZ : British Resident: 
In Le tte rs , 1 8 33-1 8 4 0 , 2 vol s , ( WAre , BR 1 /1 ) ; 
E .  Markh am ,  Ne-r.v Ze a land or Re co l le c tion s o f  It , e d .  
E . H .  McCorrni ck , We l lington , 1 9 6 3 ,  pp . 8 3 ,  9 1 . 
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Glatton ( coas ting ve s se l s ) and the Byron , Kent m a s te r ,  to g o  

to Ha urak i  with warriors to attack Tham e s  Maori s . 2 9  These 

actions we re not repo rted in the Aus tral i an pre s s . Othe rs 

that we re reporte d we re ex c used . For ins tan ce the action o f  

Capt ain Harwood in transporting Ng at im ut unga , Ng a ti am a  and 

Keke rewai peop le to the Chath am I s l ands in 1 8  35 , vlhi ch 

re s ul te d  in the m a s s acre of the M ori ori pop ul ation the re , was 

reporte d as a hig h j acking o f  the ve s s e l  in an arti c le t.vhi ch 

was h e ad line d a s  a ' Daring Attack by New Ze alan d  N a ti ve s ' .  30 

WH I LE THEY free ly expre s sed the i r  opinions abo ut the 

E urope an s  who re s i de d  at New Zea l and be fore 1 8 4 0 , ve ry few 

comm e n t ators provi de d  any re liable , ' factual ' i n fo rm ation 

abo ut the s i ze or the compos i ti on o f  the E urope an re s i dent 

pop ul ation . The most re cen t attempt to e s tim ate the si ze o f  

the E urope an pop ulation b y  using a varie ty o f  con tempo:rary 

ac co un ts con c l uded that the n umbers rose from 30 0 to 2 0 0 0  in 

the ye2.rs 1 8 31 - 1 8 4 0 . 31 Howe ve r d uring the ye ars 1 8 36 -1 8 39 

Jame s B usby , the Bri ti sh Re siden t in New Zealan d , e n de avo ured 

to m ak e  acc urate asse s smen ts o f  the E urope an pop ulation o f  

New Z e a l and . In all  he compi led three cen s use s ,  the re s ults 

o f  whi ch are tab ulate d i n  Appendi ce s 2 0 -=-2 2 . 

The cen s us o f  1 8 36 c le a r ly e s tablished the Bay o f  

· I s l an ds , the Hok i ang a and Northl and a s  the m a i n  are as o f  

2 9 . J .  O ' C . Ros s ,  Papers , l973-1976 , ( WTu,  MS P apers 1 5 0 0 , 
Folder 1 ) , ' John Rodo lph us Ken t ' ,  p .  1 7 8 .  

30 . S . G . , 2 6  Jan uary 1 8 36 .  An Ameri can ve s se l ,  the Halcyon , 
a l so trans ported so uthe rn Maori s  to the Chatham 
I s lands - S . H . , 7 March 1 8 36 .  

31 . · P .  Adam s , Fatal Ne ce s s i ty : Bri tish Inte r vention in  
New Zealan d ,  1 8 30�1 8 4 7 , Auck land , 1 9 7 7 , pp . 2 6 -2 9 . 



1 4 6  

Europe an pop ulation in the North I s l an d . Among them the se 

are a s  con t ai n e d  ove r  6 0  pe rcent o f  the adult m ale s i n  New 

Ze a l an d  and 7 3  pe rce n t  of the E urope ans re s i den t in the North 

Is lan d .  B usby ' s  censuses showe d that the adult male pop ulation 

o f  the Hok i an g a Ri ve r  rem aine d vi rtua l ly unchange d b etween 

1 8 36 and 1 8 38 whi le that of the B ay o f  Is laP-ds h ad i n cre ase d 

by 4 8  percent by 1 8 39 .  From thi s e vi de n ce i t  co uld b e  

con c l ude d tha t  t h e  Hok i anga h ad re ached a n  optim um E urope an 

pop ulation s i ze by 1 8 36 and that the ex tent o f  the timber trade 

there , or p e rhap s the en tren ched inte re s ts o f  the e a r l i e s t  

re s i de n ts , p re c l uded more se ttlemen t .  S uch a vi ew finds 

s upport in the c l aim o f  the s urge on T awe l l  that mo st o f  the 

E urope an s in the Hok i anga were sm a l l  lan dho lde r s . 32 Thi s  

s i t uation m ay h a ve contributed to the s tabi lity o f  the 

pop ulation for ,  on ce a l l  the wate rside and de si rab le l and had 

been taken , the re wo uld h a ve  been l i tt le in centi ve for new 

se ttle rs  to m o ve there . On the othe r hand the con ti n ued 

g rmvth ln the n umb e r s  of  wh aler s  an d other ve s se l s  whi ch 

cal le d  at the Bay o f  I s lands to be s upp lied and repaire d  

c re ate d addi tion a l  opportunitie s for new re s iden ts to s e t  up 

in s e r vice i n d us tr i e s  s uch as g rog s e l ling , s upp lying timbe r ,  

and repai ring ve s s e l s . Al so be c a use the B ay o f  Is lands was 

the most pop ul ar an d be s t  known port in New Zea lan d it  was 

o ften the re that E urope an s fi r s t  s e ttled be fore they bo t:ght 

lan d  or mo ved to othe r pe rmanen t  re s i dence s . 

The fig ure s i n  Appendix 2 1  show that New Ze a lan d  h ad 

an imba l an ce in the n unbe rs o f  adul t  m ale s and fem a le s , a 

s i t uation whi ch was common to mos t fron tie rs  o f  E urope an 

s e t t lement .  I t  wo uld seem that in 1 8 36 the proportion was  1 

fem a l e  for e ve ry 4 . 8  m a le s . The data a l s o  show that i t  w a s  

the m i s s i onary fami l i e s  who contrib uted m o s t  ( 5 1  pe rcen t )  o f  

the E urope an chi ldren en umerated in the 1 8 36 cen s us . 

32 . Tawe l l , e vi dence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 2 2 . See a l s o  
/.VI .  Whi tEiJ , Important I n  formation Re l ati ve to Ne\>l 
Ze.a l an d  . . .  , Sydney , 1 8 39 , pp . 5 -6 ; Watk in s ,  e viden ce , 
1 8 38 Report , p .  2 4 .  
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In additi on to vag ue ly e s tim ating how m any E urope ans 

live d  in New Zealan d , some contem porari e s  we re a l s o  wi l li ng 

to haz ard a g ue s s  about the compo s i tion and di spo s i tion o f  

the Europe an population . Th us the CMS m i s s i on ary Wi l liam Yate 

claimed that there were 1 5 0 - 2 0 0  r maways (both de se rting s ai lor:  

and con vi c t s ) in New Zea l and in 1 8 37 that is abo ut 1 0  

pe rcent o f  hi s e s tim ate o f  the total Europe an pop ul a tion . 3 3  

Abo ut the s am e  time a write r  in the Sydney Herald a s s e rted 

that the re were 2 0 0 - 30 0  con vi cts hiding in New Ze a l an d . 34 The 

n un bers o f  re spe ctable non-m i s s i on ary fam i lie s in  New Ze a l and 
35 was s ai d  by Yate to be 1 2 -1 4 i an d Jam e s  B usby as s e s se d  that 

three-q ua rters o f  a m i l lion po unds worth o f  Briti s h
.
p roperty 

was at ri sk should the acti on in the Pom are -Ti tore war o f  

1 8 37 ha ve spread to in c l ude E urope an re sidents . 36 

Othe r commen tators wax e d  lyri cal abo ut the composi tion 

o f  the E ur ope an pop ul ati on . Fo r ex a."11p le John Bright wrote : 

I t  wi l l  appe ar from past de tai l ,  tha t  the s e  
brown m a s s e s  had n o t  m any ye ars he ave d  the i r  
vol cani c  he ights i n  si ght o f  o ur  na vigators , 
when one a fte r another o ur  co untrymen ann ual ly 
pe r ched up on them , to seek th at whi ch c rim e or 
poverty den ied to them e ls ewhe re : the vi c tim 
re le ased from the tempes t i  the con vi c t  e s c ape d 
from the chain -gang and the noose i the d a ring 
pre ache r to open the holy book i the needy and 
r unaway sk ippe r s a te d vli th the sea and i t s  m any 
pe r i l s  i and the trade sm an fl itting fran hi s 

3 3 .  Yate , e vi dence , Aborigine s Report , p .  1 9 3 . 

34 . S .  H .  , 30 March 1 8  37 . See a l s o  the Re v. J .  D .  Lang ' s  
de s cripti on o f  the ·soci a l  1 re fuse 1 who re s i de d  in 
New Zealan d  - J .  D .  Lang , New Zealan d  i n  1 8. 39 , 2 nd 
e d . , Sydney' , 1 8 7 3 ,  p .  3 .  

35 . Yate , e vidence , Aborigines Report , p .  1 9 7 . 

36 . J .  Bus by to Secre ta ry o f  S t ate , 2 0  Apri l 1 8  37 , 
C02 0 9 /2 , f. 32 0 a .  



ob lig ati on s  and the pri son wal l s · in Sydney -
a l l  g rad ua l l y  cam e  on the q ue s t  to New Ze aland , 
whe re they had neithe r a credi tor to fe ar , or a 
law to re s train them . The Ame ri c an , too , 
o c c a s i onal ly bblted from hi s ship ; nex t the 
needy em ig ran t , to be e ar ly on the spot 
h e re a fter to b e  famo us ; then Fren chmen from 

Australia; and the Catholi c pie ty sent i t s  
repre sentati ve s  . • . . 3 7  

1 4 8  

B us b y ' s  1 8 36 and 1 8 3 8 cen sus fig ure s ( Appendix 2 2 ) pro vi de 

an appare n t ly more accurate pict ure . 

Abo ut 31 pe rcent o f  the total male adul t  pop ul ation 

of  the North I s land of New Zealan d  in the mid-1 8 30 s  was 

in vo l ve d  dire c t ly wi th trading timbe r .  The l arge s t  body o f  

tL� b ermen w a s  fo und on the Hok i anga Ri ve r ,  altho ug h  the 

amende d  fig ure for the Thame s/Coromande l data bring s the 

total n umb e r  the re to 4 6  as compared to the Hoki ang a 1 s  1 8 38 

fig ure o f  4 8 . In re lati on to the i r  pl ace in the c ornn uni ty 

it c an be seen  that timbermen compri sed at le ast h al f the 

m a le membe r s  o f  the Europe an pop ulati on in some are as , incl uding 

6 7 . 5  pe rcen t in Whang aro a and 6 0  pe rcent in the Hok i ang a . At 

the B ay o f  I s l ands,  howe ve r, they we re a minor gro up - ab o ut 2 0  

pe rcent o f  the total . These fig ure s the re fore ten d to s upport , 

or are s uppor te d  by , the con cl us ions about the si te s  from 

whi ch m o s t  o f  the export cargoe s o f  timbe r we re tak e n  be fore 

1 8 4 0 . Un fort un ate ly Busby di d not indi c ate whi ch o f  the 

' tr ader s  1 en une rated in the cen s us we re _marke ting t imber or 

flax . 

Wi th re fe ren ce to the othe r fig ure s in Appen dix 2 2  

i t  i s  pe rhaps s urp r i s ing that s ho re wha le rs, notab ly the 5 0  

inen in the E a s t  Coas t/Hawkes Bay are a ,  compri sed the l arg e s t 

occ upation a l  g r o up in  the North I s lan d  pop ul ation , for . thi s  

act i vi ty i s  us ual ly as sociate d wi th the So uth I s l an d .  Al s o ,  

the compo si tion o f  the Bay o f  I s l an d s  pop ulation re fle cted 

the role o f  that port as  a se rvi cing centre . Abo ut· 35 

37 . J .  Brig h t , H andbook for Emigran ts , and othe rs , be ing 
a h i s tory o f  New Zeal and , i ts State and Prospe ct , 
Lon don , 1 8 4 1 , pp . l l 0 - 1 1 1 . See also W .  S tone s , ' New 
Ze a l an d  and i ts Re source s 1 , Jo urn al o f  the Soc i e ty 
o f  Arts , Feb r uary 2 6 , 1 85 8 ,  p .  2 1 9  and Yate , 
e vi de n ce � Aborig_ines Report , pp . 1 9 6 - 7 . 



percen t  o f  the p op ul a t i on was eng ag e d  i D  s e rvice t r a d e s  

( t rade r ,  g rog se l le r , c le rk , black sm i th , s h i p - ch and le r )  an d 

prob ab ly se ve r a l  o f  the e n um e rate d c a rpen te r s , saw ye r s  an d 

se t t le r s  we re a l s o  i n vol ve d  in s upp lying an d s e r v1 c1 ng ve s se l s . 3 8  

More o ve r , accord i ng to B usby , in 1 8 36 the 2 0  g rog s e l le r s  o f  

the B ay o f  I s l an ds we re l o c ate d in on ly two cen t re s . Ab o ut 

6 0  pe r ce n t  o f  them li ved at Ko rorareka an d the re s t  were 

in s ta l l e d  at Pom a re ' s  pa at Ot uih u .  

THE EUROPEANS who re s i de d  a t  New Z e a l and fo r the p urp o s e s .. 
o f  trading t im be r  an d fl ax came from a n umbe r o f  di f fe re n t  

backg rounds . Many we re in New Z e a l an d  fo r the fi r s t  time , 

othe r s  had traded there previously an d som e  had e a r l i e r  been 

attache d to the m i s s i on s tation s . They wen t  the re fo r a 

vari e ty o f  rn o ti ve s an d un de r a di ve r s i ty o f  c i r c un s tan ce s . 

O ften the on l y  thing they had in common w a s  the i r  i n vo � ve ­

rnen t  in the t r ade . 

Some f i t t e d  the s te reo type o f  a t imber o r  f l ax 

t r ad e r  the e s c ape d con vi c t , s h ip ' s  de serte r  o r  s o c i a l  

dreg w h o  f l e d  to New Z e a l and i n  the hope that h i s  l i fe the re 

wo ul d be m o re p l e a s an t . In h i s  ce n s us o f  1 8 36 B usby c l e �rly 

indi c at e d  that Ge o rg e  Thomas , a trader at ' Hohoro ' ( Ho uh o r a ? )  

in Di s t r i c t  1 ,  w a s  a con vi c t . Othe r e s c ape e s  had a l s o  l i ve d  

in New Z e a l an d  on the i r  sk i l l s  a s  t rade rs and t im b e rm e n � 

Ge orge B r uce , the E urope an who was li vi ng w i th Te P ahi ' s  

d a ug h t e r  i n  the B ay o f  I s l ands in 1 8 0 7 ,  was rep ute d ly e i th e r  

an e s c ape d c on vi c t  or a de se r te r  ( o r both ) wh o had le ft the 

go ve rnmen t ve s s e l  Lady Ne l s on to s e tt le in New Z e a l an d .  39 

A few e x - c on vi c t s  an d c on vi c te d  crim in a l s  wen t  to 

New Z e al an d  a fter the expiry o f  the i r  senten ce s .  For ex amp l e , 

• 
3 8 . Th i s  was the impre s s i on g i ven by the In depende n t , 

9 A ug us t  1 8 34 .  

39 . Macq ua r i e  t o  Se cre tary o f  State , 1 2  May 1 8 1 4 , H . R . N . Z . , 
I ,  3 2  2 - 3 .  
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Thom as Poynton , an indus tri o us sawyer i n  the Hok i ang a , 

had been tran sported to New S o uth Wal e s  for Whi teboy i sm . 4 0  

He had apparent ly se r ve d  h i s  senten ce when i n  1 8 2 81 at the 

age o f  2 7 ,  he arri ve d  in the Hok i anga . 4 1  John Poyner , a 

Bay o f  I s lan d s  trade r ,  had been g i ven a ful l  pardon a fte r 

ser ving two years o f  hi s li fe sentence in Van Diemen • s  .Land . 

He re turned to Gre at Bri tain b ut ,  a fte r the g ran ting o f  his 

pardon was the s ub j e ct o f  a Home O f fice in ve s tig ation , he 

dec i de d  to s a i l  for New Zealand whe re he arri ve d i n  the 

late 1 8 2 0 s . 4 2  Anothe r e x - con vi ct was the Hok i anga sawye r 

John Harmo n who had been con vi cte d of  the ft i n  Sydney . He 

was s e n te n ce d  to se r ve time on government ve s se l s  an d it 

was from one o f  the se ve s se l s , the Eli z abeth Henrie tta , that 

he di semb ark e d  at the Bay o f  I s l an ds e arly in 1 8 2 5 � As to 

hi s m oti ve for go ing to New Zealand , i t  i s  probab le that 

Marrnon w a s  t.he Europe an whom the botan i s t  l>.lan Cunningham 

me t in H ok i anga in 1 82 6  and whom Cunningharn de s c ribe d as a 

man who p re fe rred to l i ve wi th Maoris in an • ex t reme ly 

deg rade d Condn . • rathe r than rem ain in the colony ,  and to 

s uf fe r  a ' shame ful and m er ci le s s  traducement o f  h i s  
4 3  

Char£acte rJ ' . A wi sh to e scape from the i r  pas t ,  e spe cially 

i f ,  like Marrn on , they be lie ve d  that they had been wrong ly 

con vi cted , p robably m oti vate d se ve r a l  men to start a new 

li fe in New Z e a land . 

4 0 .  The Whi teboys were an i lleg a l  Irish ag ari an 
associ ation . 

4 1 . Markharn , pp . 4 1 -9 3 ;  Aus tralian , 4 May 1 8 38 ;  Co l oni st , 
2 0  October 1 8 3 8 .  

42 . Home O f fi ce to Colon i a l  O ffi ce , 1 5  De cembe r 1 8 2 4 , CO 
2 0 1 /1 5  3 ,  f.l 86b-187a ,Duke to Col on i al Se cre tary , 9 July 
1 8 3 3 , ( AONSW , 4/21 6 4 . 2 , i tem 3 3/4 5 0 3 ) ; R . P . Wigg le s ­
worth , ' John Poyn e r • ,  ( Pape r  l odged in AOT ) . 

4 3 . A .  C unningharn , Jo urn al i n  New Zealand 2 8  A ug us t-
2 5  Novembe r 1 8 2 6 , ( AONSW , S Zl l ) , p .  35 ; R . P .  
Wigg l e sworth , ' The Myth and the Re ality ; a S t udy of  
the Adaptation of  John Marmon ( 1 8 0 0 ? -1 8 8 0 )  • ,  B . A .  
( Hon s )  re search exe rci se , Mas sey Uni ve r sity , 1 9 7 4 , 

pp . 2 9 - 31 .  



1 5 1 

Among s t  the de se rte rs from ve s s e l s  who made some 

con trib ution to the e arly timber tr ade c an be coun te d  

Taylor and hi s three companion s  who h ad le ft Lord ' s  Hun te r  

in 1 7 9 9  be c a use they con s ide red i t  to b e  too le aky for 

s a fety and who as s i s ted the Royal Admi ral to load in  1 8 0 1 ; 4 4  

John H awkins John son who le ft his wh ale r to b ecome a s awye r 

in the Bay o f  I s lands in 1 82 7 ; 45  and John Lee s  F a ulkne r who 

de se rte d  hi s whaler in the Bay o f  Is lands and who by 1 8 36 

was re s iden t in Pomare ' s  E� at Ot uih u be ing emp loye d a s  a 

carpen te r .  In 1 8 4 0  Fa ulkn e r  e s tab li she d himsel f a s  a trade r 
4 6  at Ot umoetai i n  Ta uranga Harbour . 

New Zealand was also the de s ti n ation o f  men who h ad 

face d financial di f fi c ul ties in New S o uth Wale s  and Van 

Diemen ' s Land . For instan ce in 1 8  30 Ge orge Fre de ri ck R us s e l l , 

rep utedly a re l ati ve o f  Lord John R us se l l  a Bri ti s h  Prime 

Min i s te r , unde rtook, at  the age of  2 2 , the di re ction o f  the 

Te Horeke timber s tation and dockyard a fte r the b ank r up tcy 

of h i s  Sydney emp loye r ( or part.n e r )  , a flo ur rne rchan ·t named 

Ren ni e . In 1 8 36 he was re siden t at Te Papa on the Waiho u 

Ri ve r and by 1 8 3 8 h ad bo ught land at Kohukohu , a s e t t leme n t  

whi ch , owing large ly _ to h i s  e fforts , became the l arg e s t  centre 

for tim ber exporting in the Hok i ang a . R us se ll was a re spe cte d 
. . h k .  4 7  me r chan t  and one o f  the le adlng re s l dents on t e Ho � l ang a . 

4 4 . ' Mi s s i onari e s  on board the " Royal Admi ral '! ,  March 1 3-
July 2 2 , Tahi ti 1 8 01 , (NPL/M , FM 4/ 32 8 ) , p .  1 1 . 

4 5 . A .  Earle , Narrative o f  a Re sidence in New Z e a l and , 
e d .  E . H .  McCorrn i ck , Ox fo rd , 1 9 6 6 , p . 7 5 

4 6 . E .  B ush , John Lee s  Faulkne r  ( 1 81 1 -1 8 5 2 ) .  ( AP , t ype ­
s cript o f  a r adio talk ) . 

4 7 .  Markham , p .  9 3 ;  ' Mate ri al Re lati ve to New Ze a l and 
Hi s tory ' , ( AP , N Z 9 9 5 ) ; An En cyc lopaedia o f  New Ze alan d , 
ed . A . H . McLintock , 3 vo l s ,  We ll ing ton , 1 9 6 6 , 
I I I ,  1 5 7 - 8 . 
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Ma j o r  Henry Oak e s  had arri ve d  in Van Diemen ' s Land as a free 

settle r in 1 8 2 4 . 'l'he re he made was te ful in ve s tments in l an d  

and i n  Septembe r 1 8 2 8  h e  w a s  de c lare d i n s o l vent . H e  m an ag e d  

to s e c ure an Indi an Army pen s ion and , as we l l , hi s friends 

in Ind i a  cle ared his debts . Le a Tnng hi s . farm s  unde r h i s  

wi fe ' s  m anag emen t ,  Oak e s  s ai led t o  the H oki ang a i n  October 

1 8 3 3 . He. seems to have se ttled at  Pak an ae e ar ly in 1 8 34 .  

Howe ve r h i s  timbe r trading activitie s cannot have prove d  

very pro fi tab le for he re lied on hi s pen s i �n to s us tain 

him se l f  and, later , hi s wi fe and seven chi l dren . Oake s 

and h i s fami ly le ft Hok i anga e arly in 1 8 37 a fte r a party o f  

Maor i s , apparently in fl uence d by the W"MS m i s s i on ary \'li l l i am 

d h . 1 '  4 8  
\'V'hi te , thre atene t e 1 r  1 ve s .  

The catalog ue o f  men who wen t to New Ze aland a fte r 

fac ing fi nan cial  di f fi cultie s in the colon i e s  would incl ude 

Gordon D a vi e s  Browne the m an whom S .  McD. Martin , a 

timber merchant and po li ti ca l  j o urn a l i s t  o f  the 1 8 4 0 s , 

j us ti fi ab1y de scribed as ' in great me as ure en titled to the 

credi t o f  h a ving e s tab l i shed the timber trade in New Zealand ' .  

Browne arri ve d  in New South Wale s in June 1 8 2 6  as Sydney 

age n t  for John Marsh all  1 a London m e rchant with East Indi a 

Company oonne ction s . He inve s ted hi s own and S-4 0 0 0  o f  hi s 

emp loye r ' s  mone y in Thom as Raine ' s  New Zealand ven ture ; and 

los t the who l e  o f  it . Browne then le ft for New Z e a land to 

take o ve r  the m anagement o f  Te Horeke in 1 8 2 8  b ut h ad to 

re turn to S ydne y  and face hi s creditors in Ma r ch 1 8  30 . Howeve r 

he was  ce rtain in hi s be lie f that trading at New Z e aland 

wo uld e vent ua l ly rec o up  hi s and hi s emp loye r ' s funds . He 

4 8 . ' Hen ry Oake s '  , ( Aar �. Cor re s pondence fi le ) , H .  T .  C . , 
6 , 2 7  September 1 8 2 8 , 1 8  October 1 8 3 3 ,  1 8  March 1 8 36 ;  
H . T . G . , 2 0 · septembe r , 2 7  Decembe r 1 8 3 3 ;  S . G . , 1 7  
Jan uary , 1 1  May 1 8  3 7 ; J .  0 '  C .  Ros s , ' Th omas McDonne 1 1 ' , 
( WT u ,  NS Pape rs 1 5 0 0 , Folde� 4 ) , pp . 147-8 ; S .H ,  19  Jan uary 

1 8  37 ; Oak e s  OLC 1 2 /1 2 ; Gove rnor Arth ur EOB usby , 6 . 
Feb r uary 1 8  34 , (WAre 1 BR  1 /1 )  ; Oak e s  to -B usby , 1 7  
De cembe r 1 8  36 , (WAre , B R  1 /2 ) ; Markharn , pp : 31 , 32 1 4  8 1  8 8 .  
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the re fore spent abo ut two ye ars as a flax collector at 

whang are i  and in othe r p lace s in  the Haur ak i  Gul f on behal f 

o f  the Sydney merchan t Archibald Mos sm an . Then he j oined 

Ran ulph Dacre in h i s  s chemes to exp loi t timbe r in the Firtl]: 

o f  Thillne s , Hauraki Gul f and Co romande l Penin s ula . Running 

three ( an d  pos s ibly more ) station s  prove d  di sa strous for 

Browne ' s  health and h e  was on ly se ven s tone in weight when 

he gave up his othe r re sponsib i lities and se ttled pe �� ane n t l y  

a t  Me rc ury Bay . In s te ad o f  prospering , howe ver , Browne fe l l  

deeper i n to debt and died , i n s ane and i n so l ven t ,  i n  1 8 4 2 . 4 9  

Mos t  o f  the m en in vo lve d in the timbe r and fl ax trade 

appe ar to h ave been yo ung men who se de c i s ion to settle i n  

New Ze aland was both free and de libe r ate � New Ze aland was 

seen as a l and o f  adven ture by 16 ye ars o ld Ge orge Wi l li arn  

Whi te when he arri ve d  in the country a fte r running away fran 

the Eng l i s h  boarding s chool to whi ch he had been sen t by h i s  

fathe r who was a s urg eon s e r ving wi th the Bri ti sh force s i n  

Ceylon . Whi te li ve d  a t  Matata and was one of  Tap se l l ' s fl ax 

colle ctors . 5 0  

O ther young men arri ved in a less s pectac ular m anne r , 

us ual ly from one o f  the colonies and in  the employ o f  a 

colon i a l  merchan t .  5 1  For ins tance Thom as Raloh , whom Joe l 

4 9 . 0 .  Browne to Mr Moxon , 9 Oc tobe r 1 8 30 , 0 .  Browne , 
Le tte rs , 1 8 2 3-42 , (NLA ,  MS 3 30 ) � Dacre to B rook s 2 6  
Aug us t  1 8 31 ;  R .  Dacre , Le tte rbook , 1 8 31 -2 , (NPL/M , 
un cat . MSS . Set 30 9 ) ; Dacre , s tatemen t , 2 8  June 1 8.6 2 , 
Brmme,  OLC 4 0 8 , 4 0 8 a-.c/9 7 8 - 8 l ; S . G . , 7 June 1 8 2 6 , 
2 7  March , l June 1 8 30 ;  En cyclop aedia o f  New Z e a lan d , I ,  
2 5 7 - 8 . 

5 0 .  D .  Chitty , ' Ear ly Bay o f  Plenty Fami lies ( 5 ) : George 
and Benn e t t  Whi te', Journ a l  o f  the Whakatane and Di s tri ct 
Hi s tori c a l  S ocie ty , XI , no, 4 ,  Decembe r  1 9 6 3 ,  1 7 8 . He i s  
not to b e  con fuse d  wi th B arne t Burns who som etime s 
used the p se udonym 1 George \vhi te 1 •  

51 .  Some e ve n  advertised the i r  wi l lingn e s s  to go to New 
Zealand and the i r  quali fi cations and expe ri e n ce for the 
j ob they wan te d fo r examp le , 1 H . D . 1 , S .  G . , 2 8 
Aug us t 1 8 34 ;  1 A . B .  I '  s .;H . , 2 4  No vembe r 1 8 36 ;  ' Pe r s on ' ' 
S . H . , 2 Aug ust 1 8 39 .  --
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Polack des c ribed as ' a  young man re spectab ly connec te d  i n  

Sydney ' was col le cting flax in Mok a u  Harbour and Uawa ( To l ag a  

Bay )  on behal f o f  J . B .  Honte fio re & Co . 5 2  Thomas Mi t che l l , 

a timbe r me r chan t on the Hok i anga was the brothe r and age n t  

o f  the prospe r o us Sydney me rchant Fran ci s Mitche l l . Thomas 

was  one of  the few E urope an s  in the Hok i anga who was  we l l  

regarded by the We s leyan mis sion arie s .  When he died on 6 

November 1 8 36 ,  a t  the age o f  2 7  years , he le ft a E uropean 
5 3  wi fe and fi ve chi ldren . Also incl ude d in  thi s g r o up o f  

yo ung m en was Thom a s  Lon s dale who traded at Kawhi a ( 1 8 30 -- 31 )  

and Whaing aroa Harbo ur ( Rag lan ) from 1 8 32 .  He died i n  1 8 3 8 
5 4  at  the age o f  2 4  ye ars . 

Two othe r yo ung men o f  note wen t  to New Ze al an d  and 

prospe red in the timbe r indus try . Wi l l i am Web s te r ,  an Amer i c an 

who had reportedly e s cape d from h i s. whal ing ve s se l  in the B a y  

o f  I s lands in  1 8 35 ,  arri ved i n  New Ze aland a t  the ag e o f  2 0  

years . He wo rke d  fi r s t  for Gordon Browne at  Coroman de l ,  b ut 

as B rowne ' s mind fai led Webste r  appears to h a ve taken charge 

of the s tation . From the re hi s ' empi re ' expanded to e n compas s 

othe r s i te s  in the H a urak i  Gul f and the F i r th o f  Tham e s  from 

whi ch he ex por ted timber , flax , potatoe s and pork . He was 

reg arded by con temporari e s  as ' Wepiha , King o f  Wai a u ' . . 

Web s te r  was bank r upte d  i n  the e arly 1 8 4 0 s  and le ft for 

Am e r i c a  shortly there a fte r .  Hi s connection wi tn New Z e a lan d  

end ure d , howe ve r , thr o u:r h  a serie s o f  g o ve rnme11t-leve l  

l i t ig i o us q uarre l s  c on ce rning Webste r ' s  land c l aims �hi ch 

5 2 . Po l ack , New Ze aland , I I , 2 9 0 - 5 . 

5 3 . Mar:kham , p .  9 6 . J . M . R .  Owen s , ' The We s leyan Mi s s i on 
to New Zealan d ;  1 81 9 -1 84 0 ' , Ph . D . the s i s , Vic to r i a 
Uni ve r s i ty , 1 9 6 9 , pp . 4 7 4 , 52 9 ;  Colon i s t , 1 2  Jan uary 
1 8 37 ;  J .  B ul le r ,  Forty Ye ars in New Z e a l an d , London , 
1 8 7 8 1 p .  36 . 

5 4 . J . H . H .  S t  John , Pakeha Ramble s Throug h  Maori Lands , 
We l l ington , 1 8 7 3 ,  p .  38 ; H . T . C . , 2 6  Jan uary 1 8 38 ;  
Thom as Lon sdale to S i r  Ge orge Arth ur , 2 0  J une 1 8 32 ,  
S i r  G .  Arthur , Pape r s , Vo l XXI , (NPL/M , A2 1 81 ) ·, 
30 8 - 32 2 . 
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5 5  las te d  i n to the twentie th cen tury . The other young man 

o f  n ote was Fre deri ck Man i ng who had emigrated to Van Diemen ' s  

Land w i th h i s  father , a C us toms Ho use c le rk , in 1 8 2 3 .  In 

July 1 8 3 3 ,  at the age o f  2 2 , Maning went to l i ve in the 

Hoki ang a apparen tly to a c t  a s  agent for a Hobar t merchan t  

name d Carnpbe l l . Man i ng work e d  a s  a gene ral trade r and timber 

merc h an t  for some ye ars and in 1 8 6 5  he was appoin ted a j udge 

h . d c 5 6  o f  t e Natl ve Lan o urt . 

Som e  o f  the re s i de n ts h ad vi si ted New Ze alan d  

pre vi o us ly and had then dec ide d  to re turn . Barne t B urn s ,  fo r 

in s t an ce , h ad tired o f  h i s  l i fe as a Sydney bank clerk two 

ye ar s a fte r he had le ft the sea and accepted the posi tion . He 

took an opportunity to serve for eight months around the 

coa s t s  o f  New Zea land aboard the Eli zabeth , H . B . Brown m a s te r . 

Be c a us e  he ' took a gre at fan cy to that part o f  the world ' he 

was de te rm i ned to re t urn e i the r as a trading maste r  or re s ident 

ag en t .  Th us he  was abo ut 2 3 ye ars old when he  contracte d to 

co l le ct fl ax on beha l f o f  J . B . Monte fi ore & Co and sai led for 
5 7  Ne\v Z e a land . Si.rn i l arly , Edward Me ur an t had spent some time 

sealing in New Zeal and abo ut 1 8 2 3 be fore he beg an co l le cting 

flax at Ka'>'lhia in 1 82 9 ; 5 8  a Hr Me are s had he lpe d to b ui ld 

ve s s e l s  at the Te Horeke shipyard on behal f o f  Raine and 

Browne be fore he opened h i s  own ti.rn ber s tation in  Whangaroa 

in 1 8  30 ; 5 9  Ben j arnin T urne r  had been emp loyed as a se ale r at 

New Z ealan d  be fo re he ag reed to j oin Asq ui th s '  timber s tati on 

5 5 . L . W .  Me l vi n , ' The Strange Case o f  Wi l li arn  Web s t.e r ' , 
Hi s toric a l  Re vi ew ,  XVI , no . 1 ,  May 1 9 6 8 ,  1 4 - 2 1 ; 
J .  Log an Can1pbe l l , Poenamo , London , 1 8 8 1 , (Whi tcombe 
an d  Tomb s repri n t , 1 9 5 3 )  ,p p .  2 6 - 7 . 

5 6 . H . T . C . , 2 5  June , 5 July 1 8 33 ;  En cyclopaedia o f  New 
"Zealand , I I ,  4 0 0 - 2 ; Markharn ,-p p .  5 8 , 9 1 . 

5 7 .  B arnet B urn s � A B ri e f Narrati ve o f  a New Ze alan d  
_ Ch i e f . . .  , Be l fas t , 1 8 4 4 , ( Hocken Li brary facs im i le , 

1 9 7 0 ) , pp . 4 - 5 ; Narrati ve and S UJg e s tion s  o f  Barn e t  
B urns , 1 9  Apri l 1 8 36 ,  C02 0 9 /2 , 4 5 3b- 4 5 4b . 

5 8 .  ["L . G . Ke l ly7 ,  ' Edward Me uran t : bei ng an acco un t  o f  the 
an ce s try , l i fe and de s cendan ts o f  Edward Me uran t ' , 
( AP , type s cript date d 1 7  J ul y  1 9 5 0 , N Z 9 2 0b , MEU) . 

5 9 . S . G . , 30  December 1 8 30 .  
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and dockyard a t  Port Peg a� us , S tewart I s lan d , in  1 82 6 ; 6 0  

and Thomas McLe an ,  a s awye r in  the Hok i ang a ,  had s tayed on 

a fter the Fi r $ t  New Zealand Company settlers , wi th. whom he 

wen t  to New Ze al an d , return e d  to Sydney e ar ly in 1 8 2 7 . 6 1  

Othe r flax colle ctors and timbermen had some years o f  

experien ce a s  vi si tors to or re s idents in New Zealan d  be fore 

de ciding to b e c ome trade rs the re . Many had been sai l ors or 

maste r s  o f  ve s se l s  on the New Z e a lan d  coasts . For instan ce 

John Rodolphus Ken t  had been conce rne d wi th voyag e s  in  

search o f  New Z e al an d  flax and timber as  a co lon i a l  n a vy 

mas te r  in the Prin ce Regen t ( 1 8 2 0 )  , the He imaid - -( 1 8 2 3 )  - and the 

Eli z abe th Henri e tta ( 1 8 2 4 -5 ) , and as captain and trading 

master on ve s s e l s  be long ing to Fran ci s Mi tche l l  o f  Sydney 

be fore he se ttle d , a lbe i t  fi t fully , at Kawhia and Ng arua­

\·lah i a  from 1 8 2 9  un t i l  his  de ath in 1 8  37 . 6 2  For Pe ter Di l lon , 

howe ve r ,  an in vo l vement with New Zealand timber and fl ax 

trading was but one part o f  h i s  l a rge r role in the mari time 

hist ory o f  the P ac i fi c Oce an . Di l l on h ad fi rst vi s i te d New 

Zea lan d  as a c rewm an on a whale r ,  then as maste r  o f  the 

m i s s i onary ve s se l  Act i ve , and at the h e lm o f  his  own timbe r 

trading ve s s e l s  i n  the 1 8 2 0 s . From July 1 8 35 to abo ut March 

1 8 36 he was re s i de n t  at and in charge o f  a trading e s tab li s h -

t . h b 6 3  men at Mang atap u 1n Taurang a ar our . 

When Phi l i p  Tap se ll se tt le d  at Make tu in 1 8  30 he was 

5 3  years old and h ad taken the opport un·i ty to retire from the 

se a .  He had li ve d  aboard whalers for mo s t  o f  h i s  work ing li fe ,  

and h ad m ade at le as t three voyage s to New Zealand prior to 

se t t ling the re a s  a trade r . According to h i s  Remini s cen ce s 

6 0 . The Dai ly S o uthe rn . Cros s , 6 Octobe r 1 8 76 . 

6 1 . Markham , pp . 2 9 , 8 8 .  

6 2 . J . O ' C . Ros s ,  ' J . R .  Ken t ' ,  (WT u ,  MS_ Pape rs 1 5 0 0 , Folde r  
1 )  and h i s  arti c le s  based on the man uscript - ' Captain 
John Rodo lph us Kent , Sailor and Explore r ' ,  ' Captain 
John Rodolph us Kent , Flax Trader i n  the Waik ato ' , 
' Captain Ken t - h i s  Las t  Ye ars ' ,  Hi stori c a l  Jo urn a l , 
A uck l an d -Waikat o , nos 33- 35 , Septembe r 1 9 7 8 , Apri l , 
Septembe r 1 9 7 9 , pp . l 8 -2 3 ,  35 - 38 , 2 8 - 30 .  

6 3 .  J . W .  Davi dson , Pe te r  Di l lon o f  Vanikoro : Che valier o f  
the S outh Se as , e d .  O . H . K .  Spate , Me lbo lirne , 1 9 7 5 , 
e sp . chapte rs  2 , 4 , 6 , 1 6 . 
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Tapse ll had le ft h i s whaler , the Mine rva , and was in Sydney 

when , h a vi ng fai led to secure a pas s ag e  to Eng l an d , he 

approached the - fi rm of Jone s  & Walk e r  and o ffe red to act as 

thei r  flax col le ctor in New Ze a l and . Be c ause the fl ax trading 

boom wa s at a pe ak and because of Tap se ll ' s expe rience an d · 

6 .1  knowle dge o f  the country ' h i s  o f fe r  was at once a ccepte d ' .  · 

Tapsell  l i ve d  at Haketu from abo ut 1 8 30 until 1 8 36 when , 

during the inte rne cine war fare b etween the Arawa and Ng ai ­

te rang i , h i s  ho us e  and flax store we re
- de s troye d .  He move d  

to Rotorua , then e s tabli shed himse l f  a s  a trade r/boat b ui l de r  

at Whak a t ane , and in l ate r ye ars he ag ain used Mak e tu a s  h i s  

base . A fte r a li fe o f  comparative pove rty he died , a t  the 

age o f  9 4 ,  in 1 8 7 3 . 6 5  

A n L.Tflbe r o f  timbe r an d fl ax trade rs had been conne cte d 

wi th one or othe r o f  m i s s i on ary s ta tion s  in - New Ze a l and be fore 

they be came col lectors or timbe rmen in the i r  own rig ht , The 

WMS and CMS employed arti s an s  on thei r  m i s sion s tations both 

to free the m i s s i on te aching s t a f f  from man ual work an d to 

te ach Hao ri s mech ani cal sk i l l s  in orde r to fi t them for a 

' civi li ze d  li fe ' .  Hany o f  the se l ay worke rs le ft the emp loy­

ment o f  the mi s s i onary soci e t i e s  a fter a few ye ars in Nev1 

Ze alan d  and wen t  to othe r p a r ts o f  the co un try to use the i r  

ski ll s to the ir own advan tage . For ins tance John Cowe l l  

( Seni or ) fi r s t  wen t to New Ze a l and a-s a flax work e r  at the 

CMS s ta t i on in the Bay o f  Is l an ds in 1 81 9 . Cowe l l  rem ained 

attach e d  to the CMS un ti l  his en force d ' re ti re..rnent ' in 1 82 3 

afte r whi ch he went to Sydne y and b o ug h t  Robert Wi l li am s ' 

ropework s in  1 82 4 . In 1 82 9  h e  re turne d to New Ze a land and 

live d  a t  Kawhi a1 whe re he was m ain ly emp loye d in colle cting 

6 4 .  P .  Tapse ll , Remini s cen ce s , 1 7 7 9 - 1 8 6 4 , 1 8 6 9 , (WTu , 
qMS Tap 1 86 9 ) , pp . l l 0 - 1 11 . ·I 

6 5 . E .  Stok e s ,  A Hi s tory o f  Ta urang a Coun ty , Palme rs ton 
North , 1 9 8 0 ,  pp . 5 4 - 7 ; Encyc lop ae di a of New Ze a l a� d , 
I I I , 3 4 9 - 5 0 ; J .  Cowan , A Trade r in Cann i b a l  Land : The 
Li fe and Adven ture s o f  Cap tain Tapse l l , Dunedin_ ,  1 9 35 .  
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flax , un ti l  h i s  de ath i n  1 8 39 . 6 6  The re was also Wi l l i am 

Spi ckman ( Sp ik em an ) , a ti cke t-o f- le ave con vi ct who , throughout 

1 8 2 6 at l e as t , was emp loye d as a he rdsm an by the CMS in the 

Bay o f  I s l an d s . In De cembe r that year he re t urned to New So uth 

wale s to m ar ry and to obtain h i s  eman ci pation . Ge org e  Clark , 

a m i s s i on ar y , s tr ong ly re commended that Spi ckrn an be re -emp loye d 

by the m i s s i on . In deed he appe ars to have con tin ued to work for 

the CMS un ti l he wen t  to Whang aroa in 1 8 34 .  The re , w i th his  

partn e r  Parrot t , he s e t  up as a timbe r s awyer . P arrot t , who 

was appa re n t ly m a r ried to a wom an conne cte d  wi th the CMS , 

le ft Whang aroa be fore 1 8 36 . 6 7  George S tephen son al s o  h ad 

expe rience i n  the New Zea lan d m i s s ion fie l d .  He was a Me thodi st 

lay pre ache r in Hob art who had been sent to as s i s t  the WMS 

in Hok i ang a a s  a c arpente r .  In Novembe r 1 8 35 he l e ft the 

m i s s i on to b e g i n  a b us iness  o f  h i s  own and by Jan uary 1 8 36 

he was e s t ab li s h e d  as a timbe r me r chant in Kaipara . 6 8  

The s o n s o f  some m i s sion arie s be came in vo l ve d  1n the 

timber and f l ax  t r ade . For ex ample , the Sydney me rchant Tqomas 

Marsde n  who h a d  agents in  New Z e a l and was the son o f  S am ue l  

Marsden , fumder o f  the CMS mi s s i on to New Ze aland ; 6 9  Joseph 

Ken da l l , who b e g an to work wi th Gordon Browne at  Mah ur angi in 
7 0  1 8 32 ,  was the s on o f  Thom as Kendal l ;  and Sam ue l  B ut le r , son 

o f  the one - time l e ade r o f  the CHS m i s sion John B utle r , eked 

o ut a b are ly s ub s i s ten ce li ving as a timbe r ,  flax and pork 

trade r and i n t e rp re te r  in the Hok i ang a from 1 8 2 7 to De cember 

6 6 . Ge org e  & Gwen Howe , ' Johnny Cowe l l · - Pakeha-Maori 
Trade r �  Hi s torical Jo urn al , A uck l and-Waik ato , no . 2 8 ,  
Apri l 1 9 7 6 , p . l 3 .  Cowe ll may also have de cide d  to l eave 
New So uth Wale s in 1 8 2 9  b e c a us e  anothe r ropem ak e r  -
Jacob Wye r - had set up in com peti tion wi th h im - S . G . , 
5 Novem b e r 1 8 2 8 .  

6 7 .  R .  Ho dg sk i n , A Narrati ve o f  Eig ht Mon ths ' So j o urn in  
New Z e a lan d  . . .  , Cole raine , 1 8 4 l , p . 38 ;  ' Wi l li am .Spi ckrn an ' , 
Journ a l  o f  the Ta urang a Hi s torical Socie ty , no � 3 ,  Sep­
tembe r 1 9 5 5 , p . l O ;  G . Cl arke to Marsden , 2 6  Decembe r 1 8 2 6 , 
S . Marsde n , Pape rs : New Ze al an d  Mi s s i on Le tte rs , 1 8

.
1 6 -

1 8 37 ,  ( NPL/M , CYA1 9 9 4 ) , p . 7 2 ; J . R . E lde r e d . ,  The Le tters 
and Jo ur n a l s  o f  Sam ue l  Mar s den , D une din , 1 9 32 ,  p . '4 4 5n . 

6 8 . OWen s , ' We s leyan Mi s s i on ' , g5 8 3  n . 9 2 , 5 8 9 , 5 9 7 . 

6 9 . 

7 0 .  

S . H . , 5 March 1 8 38 .  

Dacre to B rook s 
30  9 )  • 

2 0  Apri l 1 8 32 ,  ( NPL/M , un cat. MS Set 
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1 8 36 .
7 1  In addi tion to the se m e n  Thom a s  Bateman , who 

worked h i s  k a uri  l an d  on the Kaeo Ri ver , was the son - i n - l aw 

o f  Thomas Kenda l l . 72  

Some men appe ar to have been encouraged to become 

in vol ve d  in the timbe r and fl ax trade at New Ze aland a fte r 

the advantag e s  o f  trading in the co un try had been impre s s e d  

upon them by the i r  re lat i ve s  who had li ved o r  worked the re . 

For in s tan ce Fran ci s  Whi te was a b l ack sm ith in D urham County , 

Eng lan d ,  an d b rothe r of  the WMS m i s s i on ary Wi l l i am vlh i  te . 

Wi l li am was in vo l ved in t��ber t rading whi le s ti l l  i n  the 

employ o f  the WMS an d his  g lowi ng reports o f  the poten t i al 

o f  the trade encouraged Fran ci s  to le a ve hi s b us i ne s s , to 

bo rrow mone y , and to establi sh him se l f as a timbe r s awye r and 

me rchan t i n  the Hoki ang a in Novembe r 1 8 35 .  Fr an ci s  Whi te was 

ne ver a leadi ng me rchant on the ·Ri ver altho ugh he di d se rve 

on the Auck l and Pro vinci al Co un ci l 1 8 6 0 -l . He then re t urned 

to his  o ld trade a s  a bl acksm i th in Auck land an d died the re 

in 1 8 7 7 .  7 3 In 1 8 2 9 Kawh ia and · the bank s o f  the V.7aipa b ecame 

the home o f  s e vera l  blood an d law re l ati ves o f  the fi r s t  

go ve rnment printe r  o f  New So uth Wale s Ge orge Howe . Hary 

Ann Ri sdon , Howe ' s  d a ughter , arri ved wi th her h usb an d  John 

Cowe ll ( Se n i o r )  and step- son John Vi ttori a Cowe l l , he r 

brothe r Ge orge Howe , and Wi l li am  Ri sdon , who was app are ntly 

also one o f  he r re lative s . Pre s umably a l l  o f  them had been 

mo ti vated to le ave A us trali a by Kent ' s  de s cri ption o f  the 

flax to be obt ained from the Wai k ato are a and the Cowe l l s ' 

71 . Owe n s ,  ' We s leyan Mi s s ion ' ,  p . 2 8 6 ;  M arkham , p .  31 , 
S .  H .  , 2 6  Jan uary 1 8  37 ; R .  J .  B arton , comp . , Ear l i e s t  
New: Ze a l an d: The Journ als and Corre sponden ce o f  the 
ReV. John B ut ler , Ma s te rton , 1 9 2 7 , pp . 4 0 2 - 4 . 

72 . W.Wi llians , Jo urn al ,  6 May 1 8 36 .  

7 3 .  Owen s ,  1 'Ne s leyan Mi s sion ' ,  pp . 3 7 9 , 5 8 7 ; D i c tion a ry 
o£ Ne� zea lahd Biog raphy , ed . G . H . Sch o le fie ld , 2 
vo l s , We l l i ngton , 1 9 4 0 ,. I I ,  4 9 5 ; J .  B u l l e r  to Lawry , 
2 3  July 1 8 38 ,  J .  Bul le r ,  Corre sponden ce , 1 8 37 - 39 , 
(NLA , MS 4 0 2 0 ,  NK2 2 3l ) . 
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knowle dg e  o f  New Zealan d  an d flax dre s sing . 7 4  

Three othe r timber and fl ax trade rs c an be sing led 

out fo r thei r  backg ro unds and moti ves  for se ttling in New 

Zealan d .  For Joe l Polack t rading in New Ze aland was an 

exten s i on o f  s im i l ar exp loi t s  thro ugho ut the wo r ld and hi s 

work a s  a merchan t  and ship-chandler in Sydney . Polack had 

been we l l  an d pri vate ly e d ucated in London , as the many 

clas sical  a l l  us ions in h i s  book s show .  He fi rst wen t  to the 

Hoki ang a i n  1 8 31 in the emp loy o f  Thomas : McDonne l l . Po lack 

worked at Te H oreke un ti l 1 8 32 during whi ch time he m ade two 

vi s its to the Kaipara Harbo ur on McDonne l l ' s _ b eh al f .  He 

re turne d to S ydne� and then in  1 8 3 3 se tt led at Kororareka as 

a gene ral t rade r and ship ' s  agen t . In 1 8 38 Pol ack re t urned 

to Lon don and in that y e a r  and 1 8 4 0  he produced two two ­

vol umed work s  on New Ze a l an d  and Maoris . He was in New Zea land 

again un ti l 1 8 4 9  b ut l a te r le ft for Cali forn i a  whe re he di ed 

in 1 8 8 2 . 7 5  

I n  i t s  uncompli c a te d  hone s ty o f  moti ve an d in tent , 

the s tatement by Thomas McDonne l l , timber me r chan t and some ­

time Addi ti on a l  B ri t i sh Re s i dent in New Ze al and , to the 1 8 4 4  

Se le ct Comm i t te e  on New Z e a l an d , probably s ummed up the tho ug h ts 

o f  many trade r s  who wen t  to New Ze aland : 

7 4 . Howe , 'Johnny Cowe l l ' , p .  1 4 ; The Aus tral i an Di c tion -
ary o f  Bi og raphy , 1 7 8 8 - 1 8 5 0 , ed . D . Pike , 2 vol s ,  Me lbo urne 
1 9 6 6 , 1 9 6 7 ,  pp . 5 5 7 -9 . 

7 5 . Pol a ck , e viden ce , 1 8 38 Report , p .  7 9 ; Pol ack to 
Colon i a l  Secre tary , 2 9  Octobe r 1 8 34 ,  NSW : Col on i a l  
Se c re t ary : Le tters Re ce i ve d , (NPL/D , N ,  Ar/1 , i tem 
3 4 / 8 2 2 0 ) ; Pol ack to Co lon i al Secre tary , 8 Ap ri l 
1 8 37 ,  NSW : Colon i a l  Se c re tary : Le tte rs Re ce i ve d ,  New 
Z e a l an d  1 8 3 7 ,  ( AONSW , 4/2 36 8 . 2 ,  i tem 37/61 0 4 ) ; 
S . H . , 2 5  March 1 8 3 3 ;  En cyc l op aedia o f  New Ze al an d ,  I I ,  
7 8 9 - 9 0 ;  Ros s , ' Thomas Mc Donne ll ' , ( WTu , MS Papers  
1 5 0 0 , Folde r  4 ) , p .  4 8 .  J . C .  Rei d ,  ' Joe l Pol ack - The 
Fi rs t Jewi sh Se ttle r ' ,  New Zealand ' s  He ri tage , ., I ,  
part 9 ,  2 4 3-6 . 



In 1 8 30 ,  be i ng on hal f-pay fas a n a val 
o f fi ce � , I had nothing p ar t i c ul a r  to 
do , an d h a d  a ve s se l  o f  my own , and I pro­
ceeded o ut to New S o uth W a le s ; s ub s e q uen t l y  
I he ard s om e thing o f  New Ze a l an d , an d 
look ing a t  i t s ge og raphi cal po s i tion , and an 
o f fe r  h a vi n g  be en made me at S ydne y  at the 
time to p ur ch a s e  som e  lan d , an d a l so a 
ve s se l ,  I p ur ch a s e d  both , an d p roceeded on 
w i th m y  fam i l y the re . 7 6  

1 6 1  

McDonne l l  mo ve d  to Te Horeke in Ap ri l 1 8 31 .  He was a 

pro spe ro us and e n te rpri s ing me rchan t  and in 1 8 35 was awa rded 

a c on tr a c t  to s up p l y  New Ze a l an d  sp a r s  to the Roy a l  N a vy . 

From 1 8 4 1  the timbe r trade in the Hoki ang a went i n to a s low 

de c l ine and Mc Donne l l ' s  fo rtune s par a l l e le d  thi s . The 

magn i fi ce n t  h o us e  a t  Horeke burne d  down in 1 8 4 2  an d he an d 

hi s fam i ly we re fo r c e d  to move i n to o n e  o f  the c o t t ag e s  o n  

the H o re k e  e s tate whi ch h ad fo rm e rly b e e n  us ed b y  one o f  h i s  

emp l o ye e s . In 1 8 5 7  McDonne l l  le ft the r ui n s  o f  wh at had been 

a p rospe ro us timbe r s t a t i on an d re t i r e d  to Auck l and whe re he 

died i n  1 8 6 4 .
7 7  

The Re v .  Wi l l i am  Wh i te , whi le he was S upe rinten de n t  

o f  the WMS m i s s i on 1 8 30 - 36 ,  fo unde d a thr i ving timb er and 

pork t r a d ing b u s i n e s s  a t  the Mang ung u m i s s i on s tation . Be fo re 

he had an swe red the ca l l  to be a mi s s i on a ry in New Ze a l a n d  

Whi te h a d  been a c a rpe n te r  b y  t rade . He the re fore q ui ck l y  

re cog n i s e d  the va l ue o f  New Ze a l an d  t imbe rs . I t  was pe rhaps 

n at ur a l  that he s h o uld use his trai n i n g  to te ach Maor i s  the 

same sk i l ls , be s i de s  whi ch he ob vio us ly - e n j oye d that type o f  

man ua l l ab o ur an d  c l aimed to fee l  c l o se r to Go d when he w a s  

' b a the d i n  pe rspi r a ti on ' an d fat i g ue d  a fte r a h a r d  se s s i on 

o f  chopping or s aw i ng . 

Whi te b o ug h t  l a rg e  tra c t s  o f  l an d  on the Hoki ang a 

whi c h  in c l ude d , a c c ording to hi s Eur ope an merchan t ri va l s , 

two o f  the fine s t  timbe r s tan ds on the Ri ve r .  He a l s o  emp loye d 

2 0 - 30 and some t im e s  up to 1 0 0  Mao ri s  as s awye rs at the 

Mang ung u .s t ati on . App a ren t ly Whi te e n c o ur aged Maori s to bring 

the i r  t re e s  to the s ta t i on whe re he w o u l d  s upe rinten d the i r  

s aw i ng ope r a t� o n s  an d  le t them us e the WMS s aws an d s awp i ts . 

7 6 .  McDonne l l , e vi de n ce , Report from the Se le c t  Comm i ttee 
on New Z e a l an d ; tog e the r wi t h  Min ute s o f  Evi den ce , 1 8 4 4 , 
G . B . P . P . , XI I I , ( 5 5 6 ) , p . l .  

7 7 . Ros s , ' Th om a s  Mc Donne l l ' , ( W T u , MS pap e r s  1 5  0 0 ,  Fo lde r  4 ) ; 
En c y c lopaedia o f  New Ze a l an d , I I , 35 7 - 8 . 
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The Maori s g ave Whi te hal :f the timbe r i n  re turn for hi s 

as s i s t an ce as  we l l  as re lying on him to s e l l  the ir rem aining 

ha l f  t o  any vi s i ting ve s se ls_ . So large h ad h i s  b us ine s s  

be c om e  that in 1 8  35 h e  de cided to emp loy a timber merchant 

full - t ime at the s tation and to secure the se rvi ce s  o f  a 

saw s h a rpene r .  Gi ven the se faGts it i s  l i t tle wonde r that 

con temporarie s reg arded Mang ungu as the ' le ading mercan t i le 

e stab l i shmen t ' in the Hok iang a .  

In addi tion to h i s  Hoki anga ope ration s White \-/as also 

con s ci o us o f  the re s e r ve s  o f  timbe r in the p laces he vi s i ted 

whi l e  to uring the coa s ts on mi s s i on b usine s s . It was during 

Whi t e ' s  time as leade r th at a WMS stati on was opened in the 

timbe r  ri ch Man uk a u  Harbo ur and a WMS spon s ore d ve ssel  first 

en te re d the Kaipara an d Whangape Harb o ur s . 

To hi s s uperi o r s  and col le ag ue s  Vvh i  te appe ared to be 

more c on ce rned wi th se c ular matte rs s uch as timber and pork 

trading th an wi th e vang e li sm , the task for whi ch he was being 

pai d . 'I'he comp lain ts abo ut White ' s  ove r - in vo l vem e n t  with 

timbe r  trading we re fi r s t aired by hi s col leag ue s  in New 

Ze a l an d  and h i s  inune di a te s upe rior , Joseph Orton in New S o uth 

Wale s , fran abo ut 1 8  32 . Thi s cha rge was one o f  the re ason s 

for w h i ch Whi te was di sm i s s e d  from the S oci e ty in  1 8 37 .  A 

se con d re ason for hi $ di smi s s al that o f  h a ving sex ua l  

inte rc o urse wi th Maori women appe ared to have been an 

acc us a ti on whi ch was large ly man ufactured at a mee ting o f  

Hok i an g  a timbe r me rchan t s  in  1 8  36 . Thei r  oppo s i t i on to White , 

i t  i s  s ugge s te d  here , was not b ased on thei r  c oncern for any 

e f fe c t s  vvhi te ' s  lap s e s  m ay h a ve h ad on the m orali ty o f  Maori s .  

It re f l e c te d  i n s te ad the i r  s trong de sire to b e  r i d  o f  Whi te as 

a compe ti tor . Apparen t ly as  e ar ly as 1 8 3 3 a band o f  2 6  

Eur op e an s  h ad tried t o  r un  Whi te o ut o f  the Hoki ang a .  On that 

occas i on they fai led ;  in 1 8 36 they s uc ceede d . The e vidence 

ag ai n s t  Whi te was c i r c um s tan ti a l  b ut the m e e ting was  con tri ved 

so  tha t  Whi te was adj udged g ui lty .  The s ugg e s tion that the re 

was a comme rci a l  con spi r acy ag ain s t  Whi te i s  g i ven furthe r 

s upport by the fact tha t  the con venor o f  the m e e ting , and 

Whi te ' s  chie f acc us e r ,  was also h i s  gre ate s t  trading ri val 

Thom as McDonne l l . McDonne l l ' s e f forts to fi l l  hi s n a val spar 

con tr a c t h ad bee n  fr us trated by Whi te ' s  con t ro l  o ve r  bo th the 

Hok i ang a t imbe r trade and the labo ur o f  local Maori s .  Also 



1 6  3 

thro ugho ut 1 8 35 McDonne l l  and Whi te had been fighting an 

ing lori o us battle o ve r  their con fli cti ng c l aims to ha ve been 

the fi r s t  to en te r  the Kaipara Harbo ur and to p os s e s s  the 

proprie tary rights to the k a uri the re . McDonne l l  there fore 

sei zed on the ' tri a l ' as an opportun i ty to be rid o f  hi s 

foe . 

Wh i te was sen t to Eng land and was  dismi s sed from the 

WMS . Howe ver he re t urne d  to the Hoki ang a in 1 8 38 .  He re ­

e s tabli s he d  him se l f  as  a timbe r merchan t  i n  partne rship wi th 

hi s brother Fran ci s  an d con tin ued to trade from that Ri ve r  
7 8  for m an y  ye ars . 

THE S ORT o f  li fe a re s ident tr ade r led whi le he was in New 

Zealand was re strained by hi s physical  e n vi ronment and how 

he adap te d  to it , and also by the s oci a l  e n vironment in which 

he worked . The li fe - s ty le s  o f  indi vidual trade rs there fore 

varied v.1ide ly . Howe ve r rathe r than at tempting to ch aracteri ze 

the li ve s  o f  a ll the E uropean re s i dents the fo l lowing di s c us s ior 

wi l l  concen trate on a ccxnpari son o f  the l i ves o f  those trade r.s 

who l i ve d  i n  larg e r  cen tre s s uch as the Hokiang a vri.th tho se who 

l i ved in pre dom inan t ly Maori comm un i ti e s .  

I t  seem s  tha t all the E uropean re sidents in  New Ze a lan d 

fe l t  th at they we re i s o late d .  Be fore going to New Ze alan d  they 

had bee n  c ondi tione d by the Bri t i s h  and colonial  pre s s  to 

be lie ve tha t New Ze a l an d  repre sented the ' ends o f  the e arth 1 •  

More o ve r  the s upposed dange rs o f  vi siting or re s i ding . at New 

Zea lan d  pro vide d  m a te ri a l  for colon i al j e s ts .  For ex ample Mrs 

7 8 .  J . M . R .  OWen s 1 ' Wi l liarn Whi te and the We s le yan s  • 1 
New Zea·land • s· Heri tage , I ,  part 1 1 , 2 9 2 - 3 ,  2 9 6 - 7 ; 
OWen s , ' vJe s 1e yan Mi s s i on • ,  pp . 4 4 7 - 8 ,  4 7 1 -2 , 4 7 7 1 4 85 , 
4 9 8 , 5 0 6 , 5 2 8 ,  5 5 0 -1 , 5 9 7 .  
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Re iby o f  Launce s ton sent ' he r  l o ve '  to her friend Mr s Dacre 

who v1a s  in New Zea land aboard her husband ' s  ve s se l .  She 

prom i se d  to g i ve Mrs D acre a j ar of j am on her re t urn to the 

colon y , pro vided that in the in terim ' the New Ze a l ande r s  do 

n o t  m ake a dinner o f  yo u a l l ' . 7 9  

New arri val s  a t  New Ze a l and ex p re s se d  o r  amp li fie d  

the i r  fee ling s o f  be ing c ut o ff from ' ci vi li z ation ' a s  fe ar , 

parti c ul ar ly a fe ar o f  Maori s .  Writing 3 0  ye ars a fte r hi s 

arri val in the Hok i ang a Judge Maning re c a l le d  tha t on fi r s t  

entering the Ri ver ' I  went be low and l o ade d m y  pi s tols , not 

th a t  I ex pe cted at a l l  to con q ue r  the c o un try wi th them , 

b ut s omehow be c a us e  I c o uld not he lp i t ' .  The Maori s ' 

anim a ti on a s  the ve s s e l  an chore d look e d  to the inexpe rien ced 

Man ing ' very m uch as i f  they were spe cu l a ting on an immedi ate 

c h ange o f  di e t • . 8 0  Hi s re action i s  the m o re s urpri s ing when 

i t  i s  recal led that Maning had entere d  a Ri ve r  whe re seve ral 

E ur ope an s we re a lre ady re s i ding . Barne t B urn s , on the othe r 

h an d , was the on ly Eurppe an for s e veral m i le s  around ( i t  fe l t  

to h im like at le a s t  one h undre d mi le s )  when he was landed 

a t  Mah i a  in 1 8 31 :  

I >va s  oblige d t o  c arry m y  m uske t ,  and 
con s tan tly s leep wi th i t  by my si de ;  in 
fac t  I had to keep watch a l l  the time . Then , 
for the fi r s t  time s i n ce I took m y  fan cy 
to vi si t New Ze aland , I fe l t  frightene d at 
my s i t uation : I k new that I was not s ure 
o f  m y  l i fe an ho 'Ur .  81 

E vi den t ly the se fee ling s o f  i solation and fear di d not fade 

q ui ck l y  or comp le te ly .  For instan ce Joe l Polack , a fte r fi ve or 

s ix years ' re s i den ce i n  New Ze a l and , s ti l l  con veyed in h i s  

7 9 . J .  Re i by to R .  D acre , 1 6  Jan uary 1 8 3 3 ,  R .  Town s & Co , 
Paper s  1 8 2 9 - 7  3 ,  ( WT u, MS Pape rs 7 6 8 ) . 

8 0 . F . E .  Maning , Old New Ze al and : A Tale o f  the Good O l d  
Time s· . . .  by a Pakeha Maori , 1 8 8 7 , ( Golden Pre s s  
e di tion , 1 9 7 3 ) , pp . 4 ,  5 - 6  . 

8 1 . B .  B urn s , Narrati.ve , p .  6 . 

• 
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wri ting s a pe r vas i ve awarene s s  o f  be ing a m an a lone among s t  

the Haoris a pe op le h e  con tin ue d  t o  de s cr i be a s  1 tre ache r -

ous 1 1 c ap ab le o f  1 systematic 1 m urde rs 1 and 1 fi ck le 1 in the i r  

1 . . h E 8 2  
de a 1ng s w1 t urope an s .  

Ye t whi le trade rs undeni ab ly fe lt i s o l ated whi le 

they we re in New Zea land it sho uld not be imp lied tha t  their 

li fe w a s  a s ol i tary one . The c lo sene s s  o f  the E trrope an 

set t leme n t s  in New Zealand m e an t  that , by the mid-1 8 30 s 1 

mo s t  re s idents wo uld have known o f  a t  le a s t  one other 

Europe an who l i ved wi thin one day ' s  trave l .  Mo reove r  vi s i ting 

sai lors  an d m e r chants wo uld ha ve oc c asion a l ly provi ded some 

com p an y  fo r e ven the mos t i s ol ate d indi vid ual s .  In addi tion 

some trade r s  were ab le to t ake ad van tage o f  the in creased 

freq ue n c y  o f  tran s - Tasman shipping . in  the 1 8 30 s  to m ake 

re t urn vi s i t s  to Sydney or Hobart . For in s t an ce, Thom a s  Ba tte r s b� 

a trade r in the Bay of  I s lands , m ade fi ve re t urn voyage s betweer 

New Z e a l and and New South Wale s  fran 2 August 1 8  32 an d 1 2  
. 8 3  De cember 1 8 3 4 ;  Edward Fi shwi ck 1 a Hoki ang a m e rchan t ,  vi sited 

Van D i emen ' s  Land twi ce in 1 8 34 ; 8 4  and F . E .  Maning re turned 

to the c olon i e s at  le a s t  three time s be tween 1 8 34 an d 1 8 39 . 8 5  

Nor di d the E urope an m a le re sidents nece s s ari ly l ack 

for fema le compani on ship . Data fra� B usby ' s  1 8 36 cen s us show 

that 71  ( 2 7 . 5  pe rcen t )  o f  the 2 5 8  households in  Di s tri cts 1 - 4  

had a d u l t  E urope an fem a le s  i n  re s i dence . Anoth e r  1 3  ( 5  perce n t )  

of  the ho use ho lds we re li sted a s  having_ ' ha l f- c as te chi ldren ' 

li ving in them . I f  i t  i s  as s une d that the p re sence o f  hal f­

.cas te chi ldren indi c ate d tha t  a Maori wcm an was a l s o  in re si ­

den ce then at least 32 . 5  pe r cen t o f  the adult E urope an m a le s  

in the se Di s tr i cts had adul t fem a le s  i n  the i r  hous eholds . 

I t  appe ars that wcmen were m o s t  like ly to be fo und 

li ving in the ho us eholds o f  m i s s i on arie s and g rog se l lers . 

82 . Polack 1 New Zea land , I I , 9 1  1 4 ,  35 5 -6 . 

8 3.  See S .  H .  1 2 A UJ us t ,  1 October 1 8  32 , 1 8  Harch , 1 4  
Novembe r 1 8 3 3 ,  2 6  J une , 1 2  De cembe r 1 8 34 ;  S . G . , 8 Mar c h  
1 8 3 3 ; Marshal l ,  p .  2 35 .  

--

84 . H . T . C . , 1 7  March , 2 9  Aug us t , 31 Octobe r 1 8 34 ;  
L . A . , 2 5  Decembe r 1 8 34 .  

85 . S' . G . , 1 6  Sep tember 1 8 37 ;  H . T . C . , 2 9  Aug us t ,  31 Octobe r 
1 8 34 ,  1 5  March 1 8 39 .  
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Mi s si on arie s  we re en co uraged b y  the i r  Home s ocie tie s to 

m arry be fore lea ving for New Zea land . Grog se l le r s  were 

prob ably more like l y  than other re s iden t s  to h a ve Europe an 

wive s  b e c a use the y  we re the wea l thie r  membe rs o f  the 

E urope an comm un i ty 8 6  and we re th us be tte r able to s upport 

a wi fe and fam i ly . Al s o ,. mos t found that they req ui re d  a 

woman to attend to the boarding e s tab l i shment whi ch was 

us ual ly attached to the i r  p ub l i c  h o use . 8 7  

From B usby ' s  data i t  appe ars that m os t  o f  the 

E urope an women li ve d  in large r comm uni ties  s uch as the B ay 

o f  I s l ands and the Hok i aDg a .  I t  i s  as s mted that they wo tud 

ha ve been le s s  he s i t an t  abo ut g oing to l i ve in these p l ace s 

than re siding in p redall i nantly Maori c anm uni ti e s . Ye t e ven 

those m ale s who li ve d  in the l arg e s t  and be s t  orde red 

comm un i tie s co uld find i t  di f fi c ult to pe rs uade E urope an 

wanen to j oin them . For ex amp le B usby ' s  1 8  39 cen s us re corded 

tha t  on Gi lbert Mai r ' s s tati on at Wahap u in the B ay cYf I s l ands 

the re we re 32 E urope an m ale s o f  whom on ly 7 had wi ve s . Later 

that ye ar t.he fo l l owing adverti sement appe ared in the Sydney 

He r a l d : 

NOTICE - WANTED FOR THE WAHAPEE , abo ut a doz en 
yo ung l adie s ,  a s  there are a g re at m any g entlemen 
there who wan t wi ve s . On the Wahapee at 
pre sen t the re are s e veral fam i lies , b ut some how 
or o the r the y are so exc l usi ve ,  that the re i s  n o  
society for s ing le m en . A l l  the yo ung ladies who 
m e an to spe c ula te are req ue s ted not to mind 
m oney as the y wi ll always find Pork an d Potatoe s 
there . 8 8  

86 . See,  for ex am p le , Ben T urne r  who was probably the 
B ay o f  I s l ands g rog s e l le r  re ferred to as being worth 
£1 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 0  - S . H . , 2 0  March 1 8  37 . See a l s o  Independent ,  
9 A uq us t  1 8 34 .  

8 7 . For in s t an ce Mrs Wood , formerly a hote l prop ri e tre s s  
i n  Sydney , he lped her h usband r un a p ub l i c  h o use 
at T apek a Point , Bay o f  I s land s . 

8 8 • S . H • , 1 6  De cembe r 1 8 39 . 
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Howe ve r thi s  in vitation wo uld appe ar to ha ve been de c lined for 

in 1 8 4 6  Mai r noted that the re we re s ti ll only 7 women among s t  

the 4 0  E urop e an adults on h i s  s t ation . 8 9  

E ur opean wi ves  we re not unknown o uts i de the larger 

se ttlemen ts . Mary Ann Ri sdon Cowe ll , fo r ex amp le , li ved at 

Kawhi a wi th he r h usband John fran 1 8 2 9  unti l her de ath i n  

1 8 38 .  Al s o  when Wi l li am  Marsha l l  re t urned t o  Port Waika to in 

1 8 4 0  a fter a pro longed vi s i t  to Sydney ,  he took hi s new wi fe 

with him . H owever Hrs Marshall  did not en j oy the li fe for 

she fin a l l y  le ft he r h usband and New Ze a land aro und 1 8 5 0 . 9 0  

B us by ' s  fig ure s c an on ly be reg arded a s  a ro UJh 

g uide to the n unber of ho useholds whi ch had Maori women in 

re siden ce . In fact many , pe.rhap s m ost , o f  the c o l le ctors and 

timbermen h ad Maori compan i on s . From the Maori point o f  view 

s uch a un i on m e ant that the E urope an was more c lose ly ass oci ­

ated wi th the hap u and coul d  be ex pe cted to ex ert himse l f  

more earne s t ly in trading on be h a l f o f  h i s  wi fe ' s  peop le . 

Th at i s  why chie fs o f_ten g a ve the ir da u; hte rs to traders . 

For ins t an ce Ge orge Whi te was m a rrie d  to Ring a Ono , da ughter 

of Range t ak in a ,  the chie f o f  the Ng apotiki am ong s t  whom he 

l i ved i n  Mat at a . 9 1  Sim i larly the flax tr aders who went t o  

Kawhi a wi th Kent we re a ll p rovi de d  wi th high ly ranked wi ve s . 9 2  

Having provi de d  a E urope an wi th a wi fe a lso g a ve her re lati ve s  

s ome c l aim on hi s generos i ty . ';I'h us Ha::nn on comp l ained that 

h� s wi fe ' s  re l ati ve s  wo uld des cend on hi s home and tax h i s  
h . 1 '  9 3  d . . . h osp1ta 1 ty an Dom1n1c Fe rrar1 , a Genoe se carpenter w o 

worked for Po lack , appe ared to h a ve had hi s wi fe on same s ort 

o f  leasing arrang ement , for whene ver he s topped m ak ing payments . 9 4  to he r re l ati ves they took her away . 

8 9 . G .  Mai r , s tatement , 2 1  October 1 8 4 1  fsi c.J , Mai r , OLC 
1 5 5 / 30 6 . 

9 0 . N .  Morri s , ' Charles Marsh all , E arly Trader on the 
Waik a to Ri ve r '  , Hi s tori c a l  Jo urnal , Auck l and-Waik at;.o , 
n o s . 1 6 ...,.1 7 , Apri l ,  Sep tembe r 1 9 7 0 , p . -1 9 ; pp . l 0 - 1 1 . 

9 1 . Chi t ty , p .  1 7 9 .  

9 2 . G �  Howe , p .  1 4 . 
9 3 .  New Ze alan d  He rald , 2 7  Novembe r 1 8 8 0 . 
9 4 . Po l ack , New Ze a1and , I I , 1 5 4 , 1 5 6 - 7 . 
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In Europe an eye s Maori wi ve s  were m ore than companions -

theY were in ve s tments . Many reg a rde d a li ai son wi th a Maori 

woman as a me thod o f  in troducing a feminine touch to the i r  

li ving c ondi ti ons . 9 5  E ven Joe l Pol ack had a Maori partne r 

for , as he exp lained to James B us by , when he le ft h i s  s tore 

to go trad ing in o the r parts o f  the co untry he wo uld most 

ce rtainly h a ve  been robbed i f  he h ad not le ft his  ' wahine ' 

in re s i den ce .  9 6  Howe ve r few Europe an s  wo uld have been as 

cyn i c al a s  Edward Markham wl:lo commented that livi ng wi th a 

Maori woman whi le in New Ze alan d  was the s ure s t  way o f  ge tting 

he r pe op le ' s  prote ction for the t rade r ' s li fe and h i s  prope rty . 

Al so , he adde d , the women b ecame ' use ful and ve ry m uch 

attached i f  us e d  we ll ' . 9 7  

Othe r men o vercame prob lem s o f  dome s ticity by 

emp loying se r vants : James B usby had two ; Joe l Pol a ck b ro ug ht 

a Fren ch se rvan t wi th h im �rom New So uth Wales  in 1 8 3 3 ; 9 8  

and Wi l l i am Mar shall , be fore he was m arrie d , had a s e r van t 
9 9  named Log an . Man y  E urope an s a l so fo llowed the p racti ce o f  

the mi s s i onari e s  an d  emp loyed Maori servan t s . 

The tr ade rs had varying s tandards o f  hous i ng . Typi c ­

ally the co l l e c tor was s upp l i e d  by h i s  host hap u  wi th a home 

of  Maori de s ign an d con t r uction as an accepted par t  o f  the 

d .  . f h . . . . h h l O O  0 . 1 1  h con 1 t1on s  o l S  rem a1n 1ng Wl t t em . ccas 1 ona y t e se 

hous e s  we re c on s tr ucted in a E urope an archi te ctura l fashion , 
1 0 1 whi le some we re rooms at the end o f  the h ap u  flax s tore . 

Some time s the t rade rs we re ho used in the be s t  b ui lding in 

the vi l l age . For ex a�p le Dr Marshal l fo und th at two s awye rs 

in ' KaiMong a '  vi l l age in Whang aroa H arbo ur had hi red �he 
1 0 2 chie f ' s  h o use and had cons truc te d  the i r  s awpi t  nearby . 

95 . 

9 6 . 

9 7 . 

9 8 .  

9 9 . 

l O O . 

1 01 . 
1 0 2 . 

Pol a ck , New Zealand , I I , 1 5 5 . 

Pol ack to B usby , 1 9  A 1.:g us t 1 8  3 3 ,  (WAre , B Rl / 1 ) . 

Markham , p .  4 0 .  

S . H . , 2 5  March 1 8 3 3 ;  Polack , e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 Report , p . 8 9 . 

S t  John , p .  2 0 .  See also adve rti s-emen ts for se r vants to 
work i n  New Zealan d  .._ S . G . , 2 6  Octobe r 1 8 3 3 ;  S . H'. , 
2 1  Jan uary 1 8  36 . 

Watki n s , e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 Report , p .  2 6 . 

B right , p .  2 2 . 

Marsha l l ,  p .  1 39 .  
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Be caus e  they were ab le to con s truct thei r own h o use s , 

timbermen tended t o  be bette r  s he l te red than collectors . For 

ins tan ce Elihu Shaw ,  a s awye r who had emig rated to Hok i anga 

wi th hi s wi fe Mary and three chi l dren i n  1 8 38 ,  wrote to hi s 

old emp loye r i n  Eng land and in form e d  him that they h ad 

arri ve d s a fe ly and we re sharing 

Howe ve r they ve ry q ui ck ly began 

a h o use with three othe rs . 

p reparati on s  fo r b Ui lding and 

Thi s  wo uld prob ab ly have . h '  h . h 1 0 3  
furn l s  1ng t e 1 r  own ome . 

re sembled the m an y  othe r E urope an - s ty le home s ,  con s tructe d 

of  we ai:herboard and lined to keep o ut the cold , whi ch we re 

be ing b ui lt when Markham s taye d i n  the Hok i ang a in 1 8 34 . 1 0 4  

Some timbermen apparently b ui lt them se l ve s  s upe ri or h o use s . 

John Marmon , for ins tan ce , claim e d  to h a ve a • fine big ho use • 

whi ch was two s toreys hig h  a c l aim whi ch was s upported by 

Markham • s commen t abo ut Marmon • s • fine ho use • . 1 0 5  

For s om e  o f  the re s i dents  the i r  h o uses seem to h a ve 

been the i r  re fug e  from the s a vage s urro undings in  whi ch they 

l i ved . Marm on i n s i s ted on li vi ng as m uc h  to him se l f  as was 

pos sible g i ven the Maori so cie ty i n to whi ch he had ente red . 

His ho use was b ui lt o utside the vi l lage o f  his  prote cting 

chie f ,  Ra um ati , and Harmon seem e d  to h a ve been s uc ce s s ful in 

maintain ing a n uc le ar fam i ly uni t  o f  the type he had known i n  

Sydney (ex cept , that i s , for the c us tom ary vi s i ts o f  h i s  wi fe ' s  

re lati ve s . ) 1 0 6 Other trade r s  de libe rate ly de signe d the i r  home s 

and f urn i s h i ng s to re create fam i l i a r  s urro unding s . Th us Phi lip 

Tapse l l  fi tted hi s h o us e  out like the cabin o f  a ship wi th 

10 3 .  

1 0 4 . 

1 0 5 .  

1 0 6 . 

Ci ted i n  J .  Walton , Twe l ve Mon th s ' Re s i dence in New 
Ze a l an d ; Con taining a Corre c t  De s cripti on o f  the 
C us t om s , Hanne r s , e tc . o f  the Nati ve s  o f  that I s land , 
wi t h  o ther In form ation val uab le to Emigran ts , Gl asgow , 
1 8  39 1 P o 31 . 

Markh am , p .  4 1 . 

New Ze a l and He r a ld , 2 7  N o vembe r 1 8 8 0 ; Harkham , p . 6 0 .  

New Ze aland Herald , 2 7  N o vember 1 8 8 0 . 
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s uch c are tha t  the CMS m i s s ion ary Wi l l i am Wade be lie ved that 

visitors co ul d  actua l ly im ag i ne that they we re at se a . 1 0 7  

The e li te o f  the B ay o f  I s lands , shi p - chan dlers like 

J . R . C lendon , Gi lbe r t  Mai r and Ge orge Greenway , pres ided o ver 

larg e e s tab l i shmen ts whi ch h a ve been de s c ribed a s  ' semi-

. I d h • . h 1 1 0 8  k • b fe udator1e s an town s 1ps 1n t em se ve s .  Te Hore e tlffi er 

station in the Hok i anga s tands o ut as the be s t  known and 

pos s i b ly the on ly ex ample o f  a comparab le s tand a rd o f  li ving 

among s t  the me rchan t s  o f  the timbe r trade . 1 0 9  

Vi s i tors to New Zea l an d  commente d  un fa vo urab ly on 

the re s i den t s ' s taple die t o f  pork , potatoe s , t e a  and s ug ar , 

whi ch was occasion a l l y  supplEmented by flo ur , r i ce and ship ' s  
. . 1 1 0  blSC Ul t .  Indeed one trave l le r , a fte r re s i ding fo r two 

' Comme rci a l  Hote l ' in the B ay o f  I s l ands whe re days at the 

e very me a l  i n c l uded pig me at o f  s ome de s c ri p t i on , fe 1 t tha t 

h ld 1 k . . h f . , 1 1 1  e co u ne ve r  a oo a p1g 1 n  t e ace ag a1n . 

O f  co urse the i r  die t di ffe red with the p l ace 1n whi ch 

the E urope an s re s i de d . The co l le ctors or timb e rm en who li ved 

on s i te s whi ch we re away from the m ain ports h ad to re ly 

l arge ly on s tore s s upp lied by the i r  emp loye rs and on any fre sh 

me at , fi sh and vege tab l e s  they c o ul d  p urch ase from local Maori s .  

Some time s ,  when loc al s upplie s we re un a vai l ab le or h ad been 

dep le te d  by cons umption or Maori  depredation s , they could , i f  

they h ad s uf fi cient b arte r o r  money , purchase food fro� p lace s 

like the B ay o f  I s lands or  from vi s i ting ve s se l s . Alternati ve ly 

they co uld be fo rced to l i ve on fe rn root and b e r ri e s  and to 

s ub s i s t  a s  be s t  they were ab le un ti l new s upp l i e s  arri ved from 

th 1 · 1 1 2  Th . . . 1 ·  d 1 h . . e co on 1 e s . 1 s  s 1 t uat1on app 1e . a s o  to t e 1 r  s upp l1es of  

1 0 7 . 

1 0 8 . 

1 0 9 . 

1 1 0 .  

1 1 1 .  

1 1 2 . 

A . H .  Mathe s on , ' Ot umoe tai Pa and the Early Time s in 
Ta ur ang a ' , Jo urna l  o f  the Ta urang a H i s tori cal Society , 
n o . 5 2 , De cembe r 1 9 7 4 , OT 2 0 . 

J . R .  Lee , S o uthseaman ; the Story o f  the B ay o f  I s lands , 
( WT u , qMS , LEE ) , p .  6 1 . 

J . O ' C .  Ros s , ' Te Horek e : Pre -Colon i a l  Shipyard and 
Tr ading Es t ab l i s hmen t ' , The Records o f  the New Ze al an d  
Hi s to r i c  P l ace s Tr us t , n o . 3 ,  March 1 9 8 0 , pp . l 8 - 2 2 . 

B ri g h t ,  p .  1 2 1 . 

W .  C l e ve land , Journ a l  o f  Wi l l i am  Cle ve lan d , 2 2  March 
1 8 38 - 2 2  No vember 1 8 4 2 , 2 vo l s , ( NPL/M , B l 5 6 6 -1 5 6 7 ) , 
30 S e p tember 1 8 4 0 . 

For ex am p le the s awye rs  o f  the Mahurangi timber s t ation 1.r 
1 8 32 - Dacre to B rook s , n . d . , Hoki ang a ,  ( NPL/M , un ca t .  
MS Se t 30 9 )  . 
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Europe an goods s uch a s  c lothe s , shoe s , tobacco and alcoho l .  

In the larger and longe r e s tab li shed cen tre s the 

choice and avai labi li ty o f  food was , i n  part , expanded by the 

de velopment o f  farming and horti cult ure and the m aturing o f  

fr ui t tre e s  whi ch had been p l an te d  earlie r .  1 1 3 In ye ars 

additi on , as a re s ult o f  in cre ased tran s - Tasman shipping , 

more Europe an goods arri ved for s ale i n  New Ze a l and . More -

over as the . B ay o f  I s lands became a pop ular place for wh ale r s  

to c a l l  a n d  p urchase s uppli e s , the trade rs and s h i p  -· chandlers 

the re we re oblig e d  to keep a larger va riety of  s tore s  on han d .  

The se goods we re the re fore also avai l ab le to re s i dent Euro­

pean s  Hho could e i the r p urchase or s te al them . 

Othe r needs we re me t by the i n venti ve e f forts o f  

indi vi d ua l  settle rs . Thi s was parti c ul arly the case with 

al coho l producti on . For example , B usby ' s  cens us re corde d  that 

Ja'Tle s  MacDi am i d  h ad e s tabli shed him s e l f as a b rewe r at Koro­

rarek a in 1 8  36 ( he had m o ve d  to Whangaroa by 1 8  39 ) ; John 

Marmon cl aime d t.o h a ve ' g ·rown adept i n  the man ufac ture o f  

grog ' ; 1 1 4  and Pe te r Abe r c rombie , a tim b e rm an on the Waihou 

Ri ver in Thame s ,  e s t ab li s hed a ' b ug '  for di sti lling a lcoho 1 . 1 1 5 

Timbe r and flax trade rs did n o t  di s card a l l  the 

ple a s ure s and con ven tion s o f  the ir e a r l i e r  li fe in Europe an 

soci e ty . Those t raders , s uch as Thom a s  McDonne l l , Gi lbe rt Mai r 

and Jame s Clendon , who could a f ford i t , _  attempted to c re ate 

a l i fe which re sembled as close ly as possible the s tyle they 

had been acc us tomed to prior to the i r  g oing to New Z e a l an d .  

Ye t the a c ti ve de s i re to re tain some thing o f  thei r  pas t was 

not lim i ted to the we al thy and to thos e  peop le who l i ve d  in 

the larg e s t  cen tre s  o f  E urope an pop ul ation . Even the col le ctor 

11 3 .  

11 4 .  

115 . 

T .  McDonne l l , Ex tracts from Mr. Mc Donne l l ' s  MS, Jo urn a l , 
containing Obs e r vati ons o f  New Ze alan d , Lon don , 1 8 34 ,  
p .  1 2 . 

Auck l an d  Star , 2 5  February 1 8 82 .  

E .  Short l an d ,  Journal , Octob e r and No vember 1 8 4 2 , 
( Du : Ho , M , l , 2 2 ) , p .  1 1 . 
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or timberrn an who re s i de d a lone i n  the Maori comm uni tie s 

he ld de ar the memo ri e s  and h abit s  o f  a li fe time . Thi s  was 

shown , for example , in the re ve rence some trade rs re tained 

fo r S undays . Th us when the CMS m i ssion a ry John Morgan 

vi s i te d  .f)E.tanata in 1 8 34 he was s urpri sed to find tha t  the 

Sabb ath was reg ularl y observe d  there e ven tho ugh no mi s s ion­

ary was in re s i de n ce in  the are a . Apparently the local fl ax 

co l le ctor , Edward C leme n tson , had rig idly en forced thi s 

prin c iple and on S und ay s  had rai sed a fl ag to sign a l  that 

he wo uld not p urchase flax on that day . He h ad also induce d 
1 1 6  loc a l  Naori s no t to tra ve 1 on S undays . An d Clemen ts on 

was n ot un i q ue in thi s  reg ard . The fol lowi ng year ano th er 

CMS m i s si on ary , A . N . Brown , vi s i te d  Matam at a  and ,  rathe r 

scepti c a l ly , arranged fo r local  fl ax co l le c tors to a tten d  

hi s S unday se rvi ce . A l l  three pre sente d  them s e l ve s  a t  the 
. d . 1 1 7  appoln te tlme . 

Thi s attenti on to ex te rn a l s  and , as we l l , to the 

mate ri a l  rem inde rs . o f  the i r  pas t was also i l l us trated in the 
1 1 8  S l  z e  and dign i ty o f  E urope an fune rals , i n  the reg ul arity 

wi th whi ch , by  the l ate 1 8 30 s , m i s s i on ari e s  we re being asked 

to m arry trade rs to the i r  Haori ' wi ve s •, 1 1 9  an d by the e vidence 

tha t  among s t  the e f fe cts le ft by some Pakeh a-Maori s were 

co un te d  a copy o f  Shak e speare ' s  p lays , a c l as s i cal di c tion ary 
1 2 0  an d the Book o f  Comm on Praye r .  

E urope an s li vi ng i n  l arge cen tre s  had m any more 

oppor tuni tie s to remind them s e l ve s  o f, and to re c re ate , the 

li fe the y h a d  known be fo re moving to New Ze a l an d . Fo r i n s tan ce 

Koror arek a h ad a bi l l i ard room and dan ce s  were also he ld at 
1 2 1  whi c h  m us i c  was p rovi de d  b y  the loc al orche s tra . Even as 

1 1 6 . 

1 1 7 .  

11 8 .  

1 1 9 . 

1 2 0 . 

1 2 1 . 

J .  Mo rg an , Le tte r s  and Jo urn a ls , 1 8  3 3- 6 5 , ( AP , type ­
s crip t , N Z R  2 6 6 . 3 Sp M 8 4 ) , 2 5  Octob e r  1 8 34 .  

A . N .  B rown , Journ a l , 1 8 35 - 4 6 , ( AR ,  type s crip t , MS 40 ) , 
2 2 , 2 6  July 1 8 35 .  

Fo r ex am p le tho se o f  Captain Chri s ti e  - S . H . ,  1 0  July 
1 8 37 ;  and Thoma s  Mi t che l l - B ul le r , Forty-ye ars , p . 36 .  

See for ex amp le Edward Me uran t - OWen s ,  ' We s leyan 
Mi s si on ' ,  p .  5 6 4 ;  a l s o  Tapse l l ' s m ar ri ag e s  - En cyc l o­
p ae di a  o f  New Ze a l an d , I I I , 35 0 .  

A . S .  Thom son , The Story o f  New Ze alan d : Pas t and Pre sent·  
S a vag e and Ci vi l i ze d , 2 vo ls , London , 1 8 5 9 , ( Cappe r 
Pre s s  rep rint , 1 9 7 4 ) , I ,  301 . 
S . G . , 30 March 1 8 37 ;  R . G . Ja� e son , New Z e a land , South 
AUStra li a and New S o uth Wale s  . . .  , London , 1 8 4 2 , p . l 9 2 . 
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e ar l y  as 1 8 34 the importe d newspape rs and othe r re ading 

matte r  in the Bay o f  I s l an ds we re re ason ab ly up to date . 1 2 2  

The re was a l so a t  le ast one race mee ting i n  New Z e a land 

be fore 1 8 4 0 . The mee ti ng , whi ch was he ld at One roa Beach i n  

the B ay o f  I s l an ds o n  2 8  Apri l 1 8 39 ,  wa s pre viewe d an d 

re vi ewed by the colon i a l  pre s s .  Un fortun ate ly the card was 

red uce d to one race wh i ch was not r un for a pri z e  b ut to 

se ttle a debt between Ben j arnin Turne r ,  a grog se l le r  o f  

Kororarek a ,  an d  Captain Robe rton , a ' m ad ' Bay o f  I s lands 

trade r .  T urne r ' s  ho rse ' Don Pe dro ' be a t  Robe rton ' s  ge lding 

' Pi n to ' by three ne ck s , a cco rding to the Sydne y Ga ze tte ; the 

Sydney He ra l d  reported ex act ly the opposite re s ul t ! 1 2 3 

The othe r ad van tage whi ch c illne from li ving in larger 

comm unities was the acce s s  thi s  g ave to the se r vi ces o f  

pro fe s si on a l ly traine d men who co uld m ake fron tie r li fe 

eas i e r . Fo r i n s tan ce B usby ' s  1 8 36 cen s us li s te d  fo ur s urge on s  

in the Bay o f  Is lands . Howe ve r B usby di d not take account o f  

mi s s i on a rie s ,  like Wi l li arn  Vh l li arn s , who had the se sk i l ls n or 

did he i n c l ude the m any s urgeon s  who vi s i te d  the B ay on 

wha ling ve s se ls . 12 4 He di c al men a l so l i ved in o the r centre s . 

A Dr Ro s s  was in the Hok i ang a i n  1 8 3 8 ,  and the We l le r s  

appa re n t ly emp loye d a s urgeon t o  se rvi ce their wha ling 

s tati on s . 1 2 5 · Also the B ay had a pro fe s s i on a l  laundere r c a l le d  
1 2 6  

Edward Mahoney . 

An othe r indi c ation o f  some E urope an s • a.ttempts to 

look beyon d  the stan dard o f  li ving they endured in New Zea lan d 

was the i r  e arne st attemp t  to pro vi de g ood educ ation a l  oppor­

tun i ti e s  for the i r  chi ldren . The m i s s i on arie s ran s chools for 

Maori s and for the i r  own chi ldren , b ut i n  line with the i r  

gene ral principle o f  di s s oci ating them s e l ve s  from se c ular 

1 2 2 . 

1 2  3 .  

1 2 4 . 

1 2 5 . 

1 2 6 . 

Markharn , p .  7 7 . 

S . G . , 3 Apri l ,  4 May 1 8 39 ;  S . H . , 6 Apri l ,  6 May 1 8 39 .  

c f . Adarns , p .  4 5  .. 

S . H . , 2 9  March 1 8 3 8 .  

M ahoney to B usby , 8 Feb r uary 1 8 38 ,  ( WAre , BR 1 /2 ) . 
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Europe an s , they re fused to a l low othe r· E urope an or h al f­

cas te chi ldren to a ttend the c la�se s . Those re s i dents who 

co uld a ffo rd to do so sent the i r  ch i ldren overseas to 

rece i ve an e ducati on . For ins tance Thoma s  McDonne l l  1 s wi fe 

and chi ldren s t aye d in London when he re turne d to Te Horeke 

in 1 8 35 be c a us e  the y  believed that the chi ldren would · re ce i ve 

be tter t ui ti on t he re . 1 2 7  Als o , Thom a s  Mi tche l l  in the 

Hok i ang a  s e n t  h i s s on to s chool in New S o uth Wa le s1 2 8  as had 

Da vid Clarke , the one time Supe rintendent o f  Te Horeke . 1 2 9  

Othe rs pre fe rre d to keep the i r  chi ldren in Nevl Zea land and 

one B ay o f  I s lands fam i ly adve rti sed for a gove rne ss to g o  

the re and te ach 1 Eng lish , French , Mus i c ,  Drawing and 
• I l 3 0  h h h • ld h d • Dan c1ng . T e ot  e r  E urope an c 1 ren a to s urvl •Ve on 

what they c o uld l e a rn in formally from the ir paren t s . Howe ve r ,  

late i n  the 1 8  3 0 s , J arn e s  B usby an d the CMS m i s s i on ari e s  

in the B ay o f  I s lands propo sed to open a s chool fo r h a l f­

cas te chi ldren . The Vi ctori a Pate rnal I n s ti t ution was 

proposed to fi l l  a need to educate the s e  yo ung people and to 

ful fi l the re s pon s ibi lity o f  the Europe an fathe rs  to the i r  

chi ldren . Two mee tings were he ld to di s c us s  the pro j e c t  b ut 

p l an s  we re h a lte d a fte r the ��no uncemen t o f  the Briti s h  

deci s i on to colon i z e  New Zea land . 1 31 

Ve ry few o f  the men or fami lie s i n volved in the timbe r 

and fl ax trade appe are d to have been mate r i al ly we l l  endowe d 
1 32 by or for the trade . In fact m any , b o th in larger cen t re s  

1 2 7 .  

1 2  8 .  

1 2 9 . 

1 30 .  

1 31 .  

1 32 .  

Ros s ,  ' Th a.'Ti a s  McDonne l l • , (WT u ,  MS Pape rs 1 5 0 0 , 
Folde r 4 ) , p .  7 4 . 

S . G . , 1 7  October 1 8 3 3 .  

Owen s ,  1 We s leyan Mi s s ion ' , p .  4 51 . Cl arke ' s  part­
Maori son was Hori Karak a  'I'awhi ti , late r a Member o f  
the H o use o f  Repre s enta ti ve s . 

S . H . , 1 9  Feb r uary 1 8 38 .  

E .  Ram sden , B us by o f Wai tangi : H . M . ' s  Re s i den t at 
New Ze a l and , 1 8 3 3-4 0 , We l ling ton , 1 9 4 2 , pp . 2 2 3 , 2 2 7 . 

Howeve r  Ro s s  c a l c ul ate d -that HcDonne l l  1 s n ava l con trac-t 
s ho uld h a ve re t urned him � 5 0 , 0 0 0  i f  the spars we re 
g ood q ua l i ty an d s o ld at the highe s t  pri ce s - Ros s , 
' Thom a s  McDonne l l  1 , (WTu , MS P ape r s  1 5 0 0 , Folder 4 )  , 

p .  7 8 .  
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and i n  the b ush , had a s tan dard o f  li ving that othe rs 

con s i de re d  to be  ve ry near o r  e ven be low s ub s i s tence . For 

ex amp le S am ue l  B ut ler , a timb erman in the Hoki ang a ,  was 

de s cribed as being so ' badly o f f ' in 1 8 34 tha t  ' no one knew 

h . d '  1 3 3 h 1 how e ex 1 s te . La te r t e s ame year B ut e r  wrote to 

hi s fathe r ab o ut hi s p light and exp l ained that the Maori s 

were demanding more for the i r  fl ax and othe r produce whi le 

the re t urns he was re.ce i ving on the E urope an m a rk e t  h ad 

dec line d .  As an indication o f  his  re d uce d circ un s tan ce s  he 

note d ' Times wi ll not pe rm i t  bre ad e ve ry d ay , and drink ab le s 

• f h . I 1 3 4  h k • • are q Ul te out o t e q ue s t1 on . Anot e r  Ho 1 anga t1mber 

merchan t , Fran c i s  Whi te , wa s sim i larly de scribe d as  be ing 

in a fin anci a l ly ' very unpromis ing ' posi tion in 1 8  38 . 1 35 

The trade rs the re fore s o ught way s to s upplemen t the 

income they re cei ve d  from timber and flax . For ex am p le as 

the f l ax trade de c lined many col le ctors be came agen ts for 

po·tatoe s ,  m ai ze  and pork whi ch the y s o ld to vi si ting ve s s e ls  

for ex port , or  sen t to the g rowing cen tre s of  E urope an 

pop u l a ti on s uch as  the Hoki ang a and the B ay o f  I s l ands . J . W .  

Harri s ,  a flax col lector who li ved a t  T ur anga ( Pover ty Bay ) , 

fi rst  began to di versi fy hi s acti vi ti e s  by approaching the 

ve s se l s  wh ich an chore d in Poverty B ay and o f fe ri ng to help them 

to g e t  s upp li e s  o f  fre sh vege tab le s , fr ui ts and m e at . 1 36 Later 

he be c ame in vo l ved in org an i sing loc a l  Maori s to c ul ti vate 

m ai ze  an d to s a lt pork for the New S o u�h Wa le s m arke t . 1 37 

1 3 3 . 

1 34 .  

1 35 .  

1 36 .  

1 37 . 

Markham , p .  31 . 

Le tte r  dated 1 7  No vembe r 1 8 34 ci ted i n  B arton , p . 4 0 2 . 

J .  B utle r to Mr and Mrs Vi cke ry , 1 1  J Thie 1 8 3 8 ,  ( NLA ,  
MS 4 0 2 0 1 NK 2 2 31 ) I p . 1 2  2 . 

E .  Catlin , Journ a l s , 1 8 2 7 -1 8 36 m ade on wha ling ve s se l s  
on voyage s from Sydney northwards to Japan and e a s t­
wards to New Z e a l and , (NPL/M , CY MLMS S 1 8 0 0 ) , 2 6 -2 8  
Feb ruary 1 8  35 . 

Mon te fi oll!e , e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , pp . 6 7 - 8 . 
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Also , i n  the win te r  o f  1 8 37 ,  H arri s opened a shore wha ling 

s t a ti on ne ar h i s  trading depo t . He con tin ue d  to h unt whale s 

from that s tation un t i l  1 8 4 2 . 1 38 

Othe r E urop e an s  we re n o t  q ui te a s  ente rpri sing . 

Many o f  the s awye r s  be came in vo l ve d  in a l lied occ upa tions 

s uch as con s t r uc ti on . John Marmon , for i n s tan ce , i s  credited 

with h a vi ng b ui lt m any o f  the Te Horeke s t ation b ui lding s 

and Judg e  Man ing ' s ho us e  at Onoke i n  Hok i ang a . 1 39 Othe r 

timbermen ex tended thei r work i n to boat-b ui lding . For ins tan ce 

Thomas S ty le s i n  the Hok i anga b ui l t  both the Tui and the 
1 4 0 In dus try , and G . F .  Rus se ll , i n  c ol l aborati on wi th Alex an der 

Chapman , b ui lt the Fanny at Horeke in 1 8 35 and the Hok i anga 

at Te Pap a  i n  1 8 37 . 1 4 1  S imi l ar l y  both Tapse l l  at Whak at ane 

and Thoma s  Mi l lon at  Pipi tiwai in the Firth o f  Thame s m ade 

trading ve s s e ls fo r lo cal  Ma ori s in re t urn for g ran ts o f  

d d 1 . 1 4 2 d 1 1  1 l an an s upp 1 e s . Sav1ye rs an co ectors a so  p roved 

to be good a s  inte rpre te rs and g uide s . For i n s t ance Markham 

con s i de red tha t  Marm on spoke Maori be tte r  than the m i s s ion-
. 1 4  3 ar1 e s . 

Some timbermen re t urne d to the i r  e ar l i e r  occ up a tions 

to e arn them s e l ve s  extra in come . For i n s t an ce Captain Wi l l i:am 

Yo ung o ften acted a s  pi lot for ve s se l s wan ting to c ro s s  the 

Hok i ang a Ri ve r  bar . 1 4 4  S im i l arly , the re was Thom as FTorance 

1 3 8 .  

1 39 .  

1 4 0 . 

1 4 1 . 

1 4 2 . 

1 4  3 .  
1 4 4 .  

J . A .  Mackay , Hi stor i c  Pove rty Bay an d the East Coast , 
N . I . , N . Z . ,  2nd ed . , Gi sborne , 1 9 6 6 , pp . l 4 5 - 6 . 

Wig g l e sworth , � Marmom ' ,  p .  9 0 . 

Markham , pp . 5 7 ,  9 6 ; Ram s den , p .  1 5 6 ; J .  Whi te ley , 
Jou rn al 1 8 32 -1 8 6 3 ,  ( AR ,  type s cript , MS 3 31 ) , 2 3  
Feb r u ary 1 8 35 .  

�:..!!_ . ,  1 6  Febr uary 1 8 35 ;  Co loni s t , 7 De cember 1 8 37 .  

Tap se l l , Remini scence s ,  p .  2 7 4 ; N Z  : Deparbnen t o f  
In te rn a l  A f fai r s : Centenni al At l a s  and Ga zet teer , (WT u , 
MS Pape r s  2 30 ) , Box 3 ,  Part 5 ,  ' Pipi tiwai ' .  

Markham , pp . 39 , 5 3 . 

Markham , p .  9 0 . 
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who, a fte r he had fai led to g e t  hi s s awm i l l  into production 

in the B ay o f  Is lan ds and when hi s c laim s to prime timbe r 

land we re pre -empte d by m i s s ionarie s , ·fo und that h i s  servi ce s 

as a s ur ve yor ( he had been in the New S o uth Wales Colon i a l  

s ur vey Depa rtmen t )  we re m uch i n  dem and as landowne rs s o ught 

to e s tabli sh and S liD-di vide the i r  l and c l aim s in preparation 

h d 1 h f . . 1 4 5 for t e expe cte on s a ug  t o 1mm1g ran t s . 

Th us there we re prob 3.b ly as m any di ffe rent li fe - s ty le s  

among the E urope an s eng age d in the timber and flax trade as 

there we re indi vi d ua l s . Clearly the op tion s avai lable to the 

trader in the b ush we re more lim i ted than tho se en j oye d by 

the E urope an s who were re s i dent in large r  centre s . Howe ve r  the 

manner in which an indi vi d ual l i ved hi s li fe was n o t  

de te rmined b y  hi s choi ce a lo�e . Hi s li fe was shaped and hi s 

choi ce s re s tri c te d  by the soci a l  en vi ronment in whi ch he 

li ved . 

THE REV . Frede rick Wi lk in son be lie ved that E urope an s wen t  to 

li ve in the Hok i anga ' not to m ake Honey , for that the y cannot 

do , b ut to li ve in a loo se  pro flig ate .Nanne r . The y have 

. 1 f d 
. . h I 1 4 6 A t f h . f eas1 y o un a L1 v1ng t e re . par rom 1 s  e rrors o 

fact , Wi lk inson s us taine d the contemporary my th th at the li fe 

1 4 5 . 

1 4 6 

S . H . , 1 1  De cember 1 8 39 ;  Floran ce to B usby , 2 Jan ua ry 
1837 , (WAre , BR 1 /2 ) ; J .  B us by to A .  B usby , 2 4  May 
1 8 39 ,  J .  B usby , Le tte r s  to James Busby , 1 8 30 -1 8 6 6 ; 
and Le tte rs from B usby to hi s brothe r Alex ande r , 1 8 30 -
1 8 39 ,  (WTu , qMS B US ) . 

Wilkin son , e viden ce , 1 8 38 Repor t ,  p .  9 8 .  
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led by n on -m i s s ion ary E urope an s  in : New Z e al an d  was unhampe red 

by the re s train ts p laced on ' ci vi l i zed ' men and that they 

en j oye d a l l the , eq ua l ly m y thi ca l ,  ' s a vage fre edoms ' o f  

Maori s .  Indee d , i n  de scrib m g  the work and li fe o f  indi vidua l 

Europe an s  who re s i ded in New Ze a land , writers c an lose sight 

o f  the fact that n ot one b ut two se ts o f  soci a l  an d cultural  

con tro l s  bore on the trade r s  who lived the re . Prim ari ly the 

trade r  h ad to be con s tantly aware that he was li vi ng in a 

coun try whi ch h ad a maj ori ty Maori pop ulation . Whi le 

Europe an s m ay genera l ly ha ve reg arde d them se l ve s  as ' s upe ri o r  

being s ' and Maori s a s  ' s a vage s '  who ex i s te d  to ' obey the ir 

· ,  h '  d I ub • 1 1  h • h ' I 1 4 7  • • e ve ry va s an to s nu t to a t e 1 r  w 1m s , 1n pract1 ce 

the vi abi l i ty o f  thei r trading req ui re d  the m ain tenan ce o f  

cordi a l  re l ations with Maori s .  Thi s  was e spe ci a l ly the case 

in the timbe r and fl ax trade , whe re the work req ui red pro­

longe d  and in tim a te contacts wi th Maori s .  

Nai n  taining a c lose r,.,rorking re lationship v1a s  larg e ly 

a m at te r  o f  common sense . For i n s t ance s triki ng o r  k i l ling a 

Maori was bo und to raise  re sentment , as i t  wo uld in any 

society . S im i larly swe aring , spitting and the use o f  s arcasm 

we re not l ike ly to enhan ce a trader ' s  reputation . Traders 

in New Ze a l an d  we re parti c ul arly con ce rne d to a vo i d  o ffending 

Maori c us tom s and tap u l aws . Th us m arine rs  and trade rs , both 

by word o f  m o uth and in thei r  wri ting s , g a ve advi ce and 

ex amp le s  to the i r  fe llows i n  o rde r that the y  m i g h t  a voi d gi vi ns 

o ffence . 1 4 8  

For the mos t part1 and i n  the i n te re s ts o f  comme rce , 

traders  m ade a l lowan ce s for what they regarded a s  Maori 

1 4 7 . 

1 4 8 . 

A .  Sharp ,  e d . , D uperrey ' s  Vi si t to New Z e a land in l 8 2 L  
We l li ng ton , 1 9 7 l�ne re a fte r c i ted D upe rrey7 ,  p .  39 ; 
J .  S a vage , Some Acc o un t  o f  New Zea land . . .  , London , 
1 8 0 7 , ( Capp�r Pre s s  reprin t , 1 9 7 3 ) , p .  8 9 .  

S a vag e , p . 9 0 ;  D uperrey , p .  39 ; P .  Di l 1 on , Narra-
ti ve and S ucce s s ful Re s ult o f  a Voyage in the S o uth 
Se a s , 2 vo l s , London , 1 8 2 9 , ( Da Capo repri n t , 1 9 7 2 ) , 
I ,  2 2 7 ;  Hodg skin , pp . 1 1 - 1 2 , 3 3 ;  arti c le from a Cal c uttc 
p ap e r in S . G . , 11 J une 1 8 35 ;  HMS Conway , Jo urna l  and 
Log o f  an O f fi ce r  Se rvi ng Aboard HMS Conway , 1 8 36 - e a .  
1 8 4 1 , ( WT u ,  qMS , 1 8 36 - 4 5 ) , 1 9  Octobe r 1 8 37 .  
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' propen si tie s and h abit s • �
1 4 9  

e ven for some o f  those that 

in fri nged E urope an c us tom s and laws . For i n s tance tr ade rs 

came to be lie ve that the fts and trading m a lpract i ce s  we re 

Maori arts and an indi cation o f  the i r  un ci vi l i z e d  s ta te . 1 5 0  

There fore they were prep ared to tole rate a deg ree o f  

th i eving and o ther act s  o f  ' g ui le ' or o f  a 'petty n at ure ' whi ch 

they wo uld n ot ha ve to le rate d from members o f  the i r  own 

soci e ty . They became re s igned to the ine vi t ab i l i ty o f  fin ding 

s tone s in the bottom o f  bask e ts o f  potatoe s , d i s cove ring m ats 

s teeped in wate r in the mi ddle o f  b un dle s o f  flax tha t  they 

paid for by de te rm ining the i r  we ight , and p urchas i ng baskets 

o f  foods t u f fs on ly to find that a thin l aye r o f  the fi ne s t  

pro duce had been used t o  di sg ui se i n fe rior goods b e l ow . 1 5 1  

The degree to whi ch re s i de n t  E uropean s fe l t  bo un d  

to m ake a l l mvan ce s  fo r Maori c us tom s and the e x  ten t t o  whi ch 

thi s alte red the way they l i ved the i r  li ve s  in New Ze a l an d  

di f fered w i  t.h the i r  ci r c um s t an ce s . S ome E urop e an s , like the 

ha UJhty Thom a s  McDonne l l ,  ende a voured to remain abo ve and 

dis dain ful o f  both Maori and E urop e an contemporari e s . 1 5 2  

Othe rs like t imbe rman Oct avi us B rowne ( b ro the r o f  Gordon 

Browne ) ,  tri e d  to le a rn eno u:rh o f  the Haori l ang uage to 

1 4 9 .  

1 5 0 . 

1 5 1 . 

1 5 2 . 

Lon s d ale to Arth ur , 2 0 Jun e  1 8  32 , ( NP L/M , A 2 1 81 )  , p .  31 

J .  H awk e swor th , An Acc o un t  o f  Voyage s unde r taken . . .  
fo r m ak i ng Di scove ri e s  in the S o uthe rn Hem i sphe re , 
3 vo l s , Lon don , 1 7 7 3 ,  I I , 35 9 ;  S a vage , pp . 5 6 - 7 ; 
Ear le , p . 1 9  3 .  

G .  Bayly , S e a-Li fe S ix ty Ye ars Ago , London , 1 8 8 5 , 
p .  1 30 ;  S . H . , 1 8  May 1 8 3 7 ; Cowan , pp . l 32 - 3 .  

Characte ri s ti c  o f  McDonne l l ' s  att i t ude was the fact 
that a fter be i ng a timbe r m e rchan t  i n  the H ok i ang a for 
a bno s t  a de cade be fo re 1 8 4 0  ( an d  appare n t l y  thro ugho ut 
h i s  long li fe in New Z e a l an d )  McDonne l l  ne ve r  l e a rned 
to spe ak Maori - Ros s , ' Th om a s  McDonne l l  � ,  ( WTu, MS 
Papers 1 5 0 0 , Fo lde r 4 ) , pp . 8 6 , 8 9 .  I t  has been c laime d 
howe ve r , that he took a Maori wi fe whi le h i s  E urope an 
wi fe was l i vi ng in Lon don - P . J .  Gibbon s , ' Some 
Tho ugh t s  on t he P re -1 8  4 0  P akeh a-Maori ' , Te rm P ape r , 
Mas s e y  Uni ve r s ity , 1 9 6 9 , p .  3 . 
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be a b l e  to canm uni cate wi ·th the. i r Maori bo atmen and g 1.ride s .  

The y  a l s o  c ame to fee l  some e s pri t de corps wi th Maori  

tirnbe rm er:t . 15  3 John Harm on , the Hok i ang a tirnberm an , and 

Jarne s Cadde l l ,  a col le ctor base d at R uap uke I s l and in 

Fo ve a ux Strai t ,  h ad a radi c a l ly di f fe rent re l ationship wi th 

the i r  Maori hosts . The se m en we re Pakeha - Mao ri s . 

Pakeha-Mao ri s , l ike the beachcombe rs o f  the Paci fic , 

we re tran s c ul tural i te s .  Thi s  term re fe rs to indi viduals who 

e i the r tem por ari ly or pe rm anen t ly become de t ache d from thei r  

soci e tie s and who are ca ugh t  up in the c us tom s , i de as , va l ue s  

and a c t i vi tie s o f  anothe r soci e ty . 1 5 4  The mo s t  ob vious s ig n s  

of  the Pak eha-Maori s '  tran s i tion were the i r  tak ing Maori 

wi ve s , thei r  l i ving near the i r  prote cting chie fs on land that 

had been alienated to them in re turn for the i r  servi ce s  in 

faci l i t at ing trade , and the i r  be coming an i n teg ral p art o f  

the t r i b a l  s truct ure . The latte r point was dem ons trated , for 

ex amp le , in actions s uch as the i r  going to war wi th or on 

beh a l f o f  the i r  hos t tribe . 1 5 5  Some Pakeh a-Maori s fo und , 

in the 1 8 2 0 s  e spe c i a l ly , that they were more acceptab le to 

Mao ri s  i f  they dre s sed in  Maori m ats and di sc arded thei r  

E urope an c lothing . 1 5 6 Othe r s , like Barnet B urn s , be lieved 

that be i ng tat tooe d was use ful in e s tab l i s h ing the i r  in fl U2n ce j 
acce p t an ce and pri vi leged trading po s i tion am ong Maori s .  1 5  7 

A few P ak e h a-Maori s became s o  akin wi th the i r  Haori hos t s  

tha t  t h e y  beg an to be l i e ve i n  Maori praye rs and toh ung� 
l: . 1 5  8 prop 1e s 1e s . 

1 5  3 .  

1 5 4 . 

1 5 5 . 

1 5 6 . 

1 5 7 . 

1 5  8 .  

B r owne to E l i z a  Hox on , 3 Febr uary 1 8 4 2 , (NLA ,  MS 3 30 ) . 

A .  H a l lowe l l , ' Ameri can Indian s , Whi te and B lack : the 
phenomenon o f  Tran s c ul t urali z ation ' ,  C ur rent Anth ro­
pblbgy , IV , 1 9 6 3 ,  5 2 3 ;  Rals ton , Chap ter 2 ,  e sp .  pp . 
2 0 - 1 . 

For ex ample Tapse l l  - Kemp , Journ al , 1 3 ,  1 4  March 
1 8  32 . 

A . C .  and N . C .  Begg , The World o f  John Bo ultbee , 
Chr i s tch urch , 1 9 7 9 , p .  2 0 4 . 

B .  B urn s , Narrati ve , pp . l 4 -1 5 . 

J .  Polack , Manne rs and Cus toms o f  the New Ze a l ande rs , 
2 vo l s , London , 1 8 4 0 , ( Cappe r Pre s s  reprint ,  1 9 7 6 ) , 
I ,  7 3 ;  S . H .  , 1 8  May 1 8  37 . 
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B lossevi l le ' s de s cription o f  Jame s Cadde ll p ro vi de d  

an ex am p le o f  the ex treme case . Cadde l l  at the ag e o f  1 6  

ye ars �as m arooned i n  the so uth o f  the So uth I s land when hi s 

seal ing ve s se l  was wrecked . When he was nex t seen by 

Europe an s  ( from on board the Sn appe r in  1 8 2 2 ) he h ad been 

tattooe d , had m arried the da ug h te r  o f  a local chie f ,  had 

forg otten his Eng l i sh tong ue , and look e d  and behave d  like 

h i s  Maori hos ts . Ob serve rs be lieve d  that he h ad been ' tran s ­

formed ' from an ' English sailor-boy ' ,  i n to a ' da un tle s s  and 

terri fying New Ze aland chie f '  and tha t :  

LheJ had so fal len into the m anne r o f  li fe 
o f  the se s avages that he had be c ome quite as 
open an cannibal as  any o f  them . He had embrace d 
their  ide as  an d be lie fs , accepted wi th fai th 
the ir fab le s , had yie lded to a l l  the i r  c us tom s , 
so m uch a s  that one w ig ht have be lie ved that 
New Ze a l and was  hi s tr ue n a t i ve co tm t ry .  Hi s 
vi cio us and cra fty nature had c a used him to 
be fa vour ably rece i ved by the n a ti ve s  . . .  
He was con s i dered a ve ry dange r o us man , b ut 
by not p l acing too gre at a con fidence in him 
[the Europe ans who wen t seek ing fl axJ fo und 
h im  of con s i derable a s s i s tan ce . 1 5 9  

The re wa s a wide vari ation i n  the deg ree t o  whi ch 

the se men becam e  part o f  Haori soci e ty , or in  Polack ' s te rm s 

' a  chi ld ' o f  the ho s t  tribe . 1 6 0  The ex ten t o f  the i r  ' t ran s ­

form ation ' depended on circum stan t i a l  factors  s uch a s  the i r  

pe r s on ali ty ,  whe ther they we re i n  New Zea lan d  from choi ce or  

ag ain s t thei r wi l l , an d the ex ten t  to whi ch the loc a l  Maoris  

wan te d a parti c ul ar Europe an to li ve wi th them . As a rule the 

furthe r a E urope an l i ve d  from othe r E urope an s the g re a te r  was 

h i s  degree o f  tran s c ult ura li z ation . 

Howe ve r , c l a s s i fying parti c ul a r  timbe rmen and 

c o l le c t ors as ' Pakeh a-Maori s '  i s  di f fi c ult , and whi le the te rm 

m ay h a ve de s cribe d the i r  posi tion during some pe riods  o f  the i r  

i n vol vemen t . in the trade i t  m ay no t ha ve been tr ue o f  the i r  

who le t ime i n  New Ze alan d .  For i n s tan ce Captain J . R .  Ken t , 

1 5 9 . 

1 6 0 .  

R .  McNab , Murihik u and the So uthe rn I s lan d s , In ve r ­
carg i l l , 1 9 0 7 ,  (Wi l s on an d Horton fac s imi le , n . d . ) , 
pp . 2 1 7 - 8 ; S . G . , 3 Apri l 1 8 2 3 .  

Polack , New Ze aland , I I ,  35 4 .  
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d uring the pe riod s  he  was se ttle d  on shore in Kawhi a or at 

Ng aruawahi a ,  li ve d  w i th a Maori wi fe ,  w a s  unde r the protecti on 

an d di recti on o f  a Maori chie f ,  li ved i n  a k aing a and in mos t 

re s pects  became a p a r t o f  Maori soci e ty . Howe ve r he i n te r­

spe rsed hi s pe riods on shore wi th tim e s  when he le ft hi s wi fe 

and Maori hosts to  nnde rtake the com...rn and o f  a varie ty o f  

E urope an ve s se l s  in whi ch he to ure d the coa s t  col lecting 

flax . 1 6 1  

Ken t  was , the re fore , like J . V .  Cowe l l , Phi lip Tapse l l  

and B arne t  B urn s , a t r ade r who s aw that becoming a Pakeh a­

Maori would faci l i t a te hi s trading . John Marmon and Jame s 

Cadde l l , on the othe r h and , we re Pakeha-Maori s who s aw that 

an i n vo l vement in the timber an d flax trade wo uld en able 
1 6 2 them to le s sen the i r  dependence on the i r  Maori ho s ts . 

Whi le the trade rs who l i ved in centre s wi th larger 

E urope an pop ulation s may not have neede d  to observe Haori 

c us toms to the ex ten t that the y be came Pakeha-Maori s , they 

none the le s s  had to t ak e  care to re spe ct Maori proprie ti e s  and 

law s  thro ughout the period to 1 8 4 0 . 1 6 3 In addi tion to 

hee di ng Maori c us tom s and tap u re s trictions those trade rs who 

l i ve d  wi th or n e a r  l a rge gro ups o f  othe r Europe an s we re also 

con s trained by E urope an va l ue s  and s anctions . Hok i ang a Ri ve r  

soci e ty , for ex am p le , w a s  m arkedly se ctional and the E urope an s 

li ving the re a l l  fe l t  the con s train ts o f  the ' c la s s -c on s cio us ­

ne s s ' that re s ulte d . 

1 6 1 . 

1 6 2 . 

1 6  3 .  

Ros s , ' Captain Ken t ' ,  H i s tbri ca l Jo urn a l , Auck land­
Waik ato ' ,  n o . 35 , Septembe r 1 9 7 9 , pp . 2 8 - 30 .  

For a di s c us s ion o f  the role o f  the Pakeha-Maori see 
Wig g le sworth , ' Marmon ' ,  Chapte r I I ; Gibbons , pp . 1 -1 8 ;  
K .  Smi thym an , ' The Pakeha-Maori ' , New Zealand ' s  
Heri tage r I I , part 2 9 , 7 8 5 - � .  

See PP • 2 3 2 - 3 • 
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In part the se soci a l  di s tinction s were c re ated by 

the traditional attittrles E urope an s brought wi th them from 

Britain or the colon i e s . For ins tance Jame s B ul le r , a WMS 

mi s s ion ary , s ummari zed h i s vi ew o f  the s tr uct ure o f  Hok i ang a 

socie ty and the mi s sionarie s ' atti tude s towards the i r  fe l lo\-7 

re sidents d uring h i s  ini t i a l  voyage up the Ri ve r .  He wrote : 

At ne arly e very bend , a r ude and lone ly h ut 
was standing . Th i s  was made o f  s l abs , a.n d 
thatched with g r a s s . A bo at , or a can oe , 
floated in fr on t o f  i t , or was lying on the 
be ach . It was the home o f  some whi te m an ,  
l i ving in a semi -barbaro us s ty le , with a 
Maori wom an , and s urro unded by their h a l f­
cas te progeny . He was pe rh aps an e scape d 
con vi ct ,  or a run away sai lor . Abo ut two 
hun dre d o f  the se c la s se s we re li ving on the 
shore s o f  the ri ve r . They wo rked as ax e ­
men , s awye r s , e t c . , for the few trade rs who 
we re located on the i r  re specti ve e s t ab li sh­
men ts . 1 6 4  

The imported di s tinctions we re re in force d by the 

e conom i c  in te rdependence o f  the me rchan ts an d timbermen on 

the Ri ver . The Hok i ang a timber me rchan ts req ui red reg ular 

and s u f fi ci e n t  s upp lies o f  spars and timbe rs i f  they were i:o 

be e ffe cti ve agents for thei r  colon i a l  or Bri t i sh �'11ploye r s . 

To that ex tent they re lied on the work o f  the sawyers who M  

they e i the r employed on wages or whose prod uce the y con tracte d 

to p urchase . Howe ve r the m e rchants grew we a lthier from the 

trade than di d the s awye rs bec a use , i t  appe ars , i t  was they 

who de t.e rm ined what timber wo uld be exported from the Ri ve r . 

Thi s  s i tuation arose be c a use , by the 1 8 30 s , when a coloni a l  

o r  Briti s h  me rchan t sen t a ve s se l  to the Hok i ang a ,  the task 

o f  loading i t  was us ua l l y  as s igned to a speci fied agen t . The re ­

fore e ven i f  a s awye r had been wi l ling to face the ri sks and 

c o s t s  o f  freighting his timbe r to Sydney or Hobart for s ale , 

1 6 4 .  B ul le r , Fo rty Ye ars , pp � 2 7- 8 .  See a lso Eri c  
McConni ck • s face ti o us commentary on the Hoki anga 
' s oci al se t '  - E . HcCorm i ck , ' Last , Lone lie s t , Mo s t  
Loya l ' , i n  D i s t an ce Look s O ur  Way , e d .  K .  S i n c l ai r , 
A uck land , 1 9 6 1 , pp . l 0 4 -6 . 
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he may not h a ve been ab le to se c ure eno ugh c argo space in 

a ve s se l  e ve n  to ge t the wood o ut o f  the Ri ve r .  By the late 

1 8 30 s thi s con tro l o f  the trade had de vo l ve d onto a few 

leading mer chan t s . Indeed it was c laime d  tha t  a fter 1 8 3 7  

George Frede rick R us se l l  o f  Koh ukoh u had a s tronghold o ve r  

. b t f h k . 1 6  5 . b t1m e r  expo r s rom t e Ho 1 ang a .  T1m e rmen , the re fore , 

were fo rced to accept whate ve r  the merchan t s  were wi l l i ng to 

pay them for the i r  timber . 

Howe ve r the me rchan t s ' a s cendan cy o ve r  the li ve li ­

hood o f  the s awye rs wen t  beyon d thi s . The timbermen req ui red 

provi s ions , and the on ly re adi ly acce s s i b le so urce o f  the se 

we re the s tore s  con trolled by the me rchan t s . The in fla ted 

prices charg e d  a t  these s tore s serve d  to furthe r rein fo rce 

the di stincti on between me rchants and timb ermen . Baron de 

Thie rry1 6 6  c l aime d th at shirts whi ch so ld at 2 5 -2 8 s  per 

do zen in Sydney we re re tai led at 6s  e ach in  the Hok i ang a ,  

and that 9 s  4 d  b l anke ts we re sold to tim be rmen for £ 1 . 0 .  O d .  

De Thi erry arg ue d  th at bec a us e  the timbe rm an was unab le to 

a ffo rd the se ' com for ts o f  dome sti c li fe '  ( an d  beca use he had 

to se l l  h i s  timbe r thro ugh the me rchan t )  he was ' dri ven ' 

inste ad to a fee ling o f  fut i l i ty whi ch he expre ssed by 

p urs uing vi ce s , s uch as drunkenne s s , on an unparal le led 

s ca le . 1 6 7 Many me rchants a l so al lowed the i r  c lients to 
1 6 8  become indebted to them for g oods o r  g rog and then o ffered 

them on ly low pri ce s for the wood the y  ag ree d  to s upp ly to 

di scha rge the ir debt s . 

Hok i ang a m e rchan ts a l so attemp ted to impose a simi lar 

contro l  o ve r  othe r a s pects o f  the l i ve s  o f  the European re s i ­

dents o f  the Ri ve r . F o r  ins tan ce the mi s s ion ari es and 

1 6 5 . 

1 6 6 .  

1 6 7 . 

1 6 8 .  

C . P .  H .  de Thi e rry , Hi s tori c a l  N arrati ve o f  an Attempt 
to Form a S e t t lement in New Z e a l an d , ( AP ,  type sc ript , 
MSS 5 5 , Gre y Col lection ) , p .  1 1 6 . 

Char le s Phi l i p  Hippolyt us ,  B a ron de Thie rry ( 1 7 9 3 ( ? ) -
1 8 6 4 )  1 se l f- s ty led Sove reign Chi e f o f  New Zealan d , 
arri ve d  in  the Hok i ang a in 1 8 37 .  He eked o ut a l i ving 
a s  a me rchan t 1 timbe rm an ·  and farme r  at Mt I s obe l un ti l 
1 8 45 .  He s pe n t  h i s  l ate r years i n  Auck land -J . D .  Rae s ide , 
Sove reign Chie f ,  a Biography o f  B a ron de Thi e rry , 
Chri s tch urch , 1 9 7 7 ; En cyc lopaedi a o f  New Ze a land , I I I , 
3 9  4 - 5 . 

De Thi e rry to S . A .  Dona ldson , 1 2  March 1 8 38 ,  New 
Z e a l an d  Pape rs , 1 8 2 0 -1 8 9 0 , ( NP L/M , Cl 8 4 ) ; De Thierry 
to J . D .  Lang , 1 4  March 1 8 3 8 , J . D .  Lang , Pape r s , Vo l .  IX , 
( NPL/M , A2 2 4 9 - 2 ) . 
Ma rkham , p .  5 8 ; Tawe 1 l 1 e vi de n ce , 1 8 3 8 Report , pp . l l 9 - 2 0 . 
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. merchan ts combined to in fli ct the mos t seve re re s tri ction s  on 

the spi r i t s - lo ving timbe rmen . In September 1 8 35 a p ub li c  

mee ting o f  mi s s i on ari es , me r ch an t s  and Maori s re s o l ved to 

prohi bi t the importati on o f  spi rits into the Hok i anga Ri ve r . 

The timbermen demon s trated the i r  opposi tion in a vocal and 
1 6 9  o ft-tim e s  vio len t way . Howe ver the Prohibi tion , wh ich was 

o f fi c i a l ly in pl ace for abo ut a ye ar , prove d  to b e  ine ffe ct­

ive because timbermen and s ome me rchan ts man ag ed to sm ugg le 

spiri ts o f f  vi s i ting shi ps o r  to bring them acros s from the 

Bay o f  I s l ands . Moreo ver the Hok i anga Maori s proved le s s  
1 7 0 than rig oro us in en forcing the ban . 

The E urope an s who l i ve d  at tim ber s tation s  a l s o  fo und 

their l i ve s  reg ul ate d ,  to s om e  ex ten t ,  by the whim s o f  the i r  

em ployers . For i n s tance David C larke , the S upe rin tenden t o f  

the Te Horeke s tation , was in s tr ucte d by hi s employers , 

Thomas Raine an d Gordon Browne , to keep the se ttlement ' as 

reg ular and orde rly as po s s i b le ' and to control the i s s uing 

o f  s pi r i t:s so a s  to avoid dr unkenne s s . He was a l s o  told to 

obse r ve the Sabbath stri c t ly , par t i c ularly b y  forbidding a ll 

work on S unday s e i ther on the s tation or by the men on the i r  

own acco u.D t . In addition he was to a s s i s t the m i s sionarie s 
. 

h . b l  1 71 1 k 1 1n e ve r y  way t at was pos s 1  e .  C ar e  appare n t _ y 

fol lowe d the se i n s tr ucti on s  an d as we ll as keeping h i s  station 

in orde r he was large ly re spon sib le for provi s i on i ng the WMS 

m i s s ion arie s  thro ug ho ut 1 8 2 7  whi le the y s tr ugg le d to e s tab li sh 

th . - . h k . 1 7 2 e 1 r  s tat 1on 1n t e Ho 1 ang a .  

1 6 9 . 

1 7 0 . 

1 7 1 . 

1 7 2 .  

See , for instan ce , C . O .  D a vi s , The Li fe an d Tim e s  o f  
Pat uone , the Ce lebrate d Ng ap uhi Chie f ,  Auck lan d ,  1 8 7 6 , 
pp . 31 - 4 . 

R . B . H . Sharp , ' Alcohol in New Ze al and 1 6 4 2 -1 8 4 0 ' ,  
B . A .  ( Hon s ) re se arch exe rci se , Mas se y  Un i ve r s i ty , l 9 7 6 , 
pp . 2 3- 4 , 2 6 ; Owen s 1 ' We s leyan Mi s s i on ' , pp . 5 8 l -2 . 

T .  Raine 1 An Ex tract fran Mr · Cl arke1s In s tr ucti on s 
from Me s sr s  Raine & Gordon D B rown . Me rch ants , Sydne y , 
( 1 8 2 7 )  1 (WT u ,  Mi s e  HS S 1 0 2 2 ) ; S . G . , 2 1  M.ay 1 8 2 8 ;  
H .  Wi l l i rull s , The Early Journalsof Hen ry Wi l l i am s  
1 8 2 G - 4 0 , e d .  L . M .  Rog e rs 1 Chr i s tchurch , 1 9 6 1 , 1 5  June 
1 8 2 7 .  

Owehs 1 ' �ve s leyan Mi s s  i on ' , p .  32 4 .  
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Gordon Browne seem s to h a ve en force d the same r ule s 

at h i s  s t at i on s  at Mah urang i and i n  Merc ury Bay . For example 

on S unday 1 6  Jan uary 1 8 34 Hodg ski n  re corde d in h i s  n arrati ve 

that the re s i dents at the Hah ur ang i stati on di d n o t  work on 
1 7 3  that day an d we re c lean , ne at and we ll dre s sed . Pre s um ab ly 

the se men h ad li ttle choi ce b ut to live by the r ule s imposed 

on the i r  s tati on i f  they wished to rem ain emp loye d .  In 

con tras t ,  at Webste r ' s  He rek ino s tati on S un days we re apparen t ly 
1 7 4  tim e s  for drunken re velry . 

Li ving in a comm uni ty i n cre ase d the pos si b i l i ty o f  

the trade r ' s  becoming i n vo l ved i n  di sp ute s wi th o the r 

E urope an s .  B rawling and fig hting among dr unken tL� berrnen was 

f . h k .  1 7 5 d d ub d l  . a _req uent o c c urence 1n t e Ho · 1 ang a an un o te y 1n 

othe r timbe r c omm un i tie s . How e ve r  ,the m o s t  seri o us an d the 

m o s t  common g ro un ds for di s p ute between E urope an s con ce rned 

prope r ty ( p a r ti c ular ly lan d )  and the rig ht. to con trol trade . 

For i n s tan ce shortly a fte r C�rdon Browne had 

e s t abli shed his s ta ti on at Mah urang i in May 1 8 32 he le ft 

Jo seph Ken da l l  i n  charge an d s a i le d  for Hok i anga t o  b uy s upp l i e  

for the men . Me anwhi le the Lucy Ann calle d  at the s t.ation . On 

board was Joseph We l ler who had been force d to le a ve the 

Waik ato Ri ve r  a fte r a Maori attack on hi s s ta tion the re . We l le r  

proceeded t o  remove s tore s and timber from the s tation on 

acc o un t  o f  a debt Kenda l l  app aren tly owed the We l l e rs . Browne 

re t urn ed to fin d  th at We l le r  had a l so b roken · down h i s  sawpi ts 

and con v:in ce d  four o f  h i s  m en to re turn to Sydne y . In addi tion 

he had pe rs uade d Ken dal l to p la ce the re s t  o f  the s tore s  and 

the m en o f  the s tati on on the L uc y  Ann 1 s upposedly be c a use 

We l le r  h1ad h e ard tha t  the l oca l Maori s were abo ut to attack 

1 7  3 .  

1 7 4 . 

1 7 5 . 

Hodg sk i n , p .  35 . 

Cle ve land , Journ a l , 1 No vembe r 1 8 4 0 . 

See for ex am p le Markham , p .  31 , and the c om p l aint o f  
Denni s  Brown Cochrane , McDonne l l  to Colon i a l  Secre tary 
2 2  September , 3 Octobe r 1 8 36 ,  NSW : Co lon i a l  Se cre t ary : 
Le tte r s  Rece i ve d , New Z e a land 1 8 36 ,  ( AONSW , 4 12 32 6 . 2 , 
i tern s 36 I 8 2 4 3 , 36 I 8 6 2 6 ) . 
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the s tati on . The Lucy Ann was p reparing to s ai 1 from the 

harb o ur  when Browne re t urne d and ,  w i th the s uppo rt o f  local 

Maori s ,  he tried to fo rce his way aboard the ve s s e l  and to 

re claim h i s  prope rty . After be i ng repe lled B rowne s uc ceeded 

in taking one o f  the Lucy Ann ' s  boats whi ch he he ld , a<:!fte r 
1 7 6 the ve s se l  s ai le d ,  as a pen alty for the the ft o f  h i s  goods . 

Whe the r Ken da ll was indebted to the We l lers or not ( they had no 

claL�ed a deb t  due be fore Kendal l  le ft Sydney )  Joseph We l le r ' s  

ob je cti ve appe are d to ha ve been to di s l odge the fle dg ling 

station . Hi s a c t i on in  de s troying the s awpi ts and in  attempting 

to seduce the othe r s awye rs  away a t te s t  thi s  moti ve . Pe rh aps 

he fe l t  that h i s fi rm had a prior o r  be tter right to the 

timber to be exported from Mahur ang i .  

The famed ' Battle o f  the P l ank ' also re vol ved aro und 

a q ue s ti on o f  canme rci al ri va l ry . In  De cembe r 1 8  36 Cap tain 

Wi l l i arn  Crow , m a s te r  o f  the Bra z i l  Packe t ,  re t urned to the 

Hok i ang a to load hi s ve s sel . Crow had arrange d  vvi th two 

re s i dent s awye rs to  prep are some timbe r for him and to c laim 

the i r  s upp l i e s on credi t from the m e rchant ( po s s i b ly Fran c i s  

Whi te )  who was  Crow ' s agent in the Hoki ang a .  Apparen t l y  the 

me rchan t re fused to part wi th any g oods and the s awye r s  had 

been fo rce d to borrow money and to beg for s upp l i e s  in orde r 

to s ustain them se l ves d uring the en s ui ng win te r . When Crow 

re turned he re fused to load the i r  timbe r ,  and th us enable 

them to c le a r  the i r  de bts , unti l he  h ad loaded tim be r  from 

an othe r s tation furthe r up the Ri ve r  whi ch was owned by Thom as 

Cas s idy .  The s awye rs  fe ared that Crow was planning e i the r to 

seize thei r  timber wi tho ut payrnen t ( as he had done to anothe r 

timbe rm an e ar l i e r )  or to o ffe r them on ly a sm a l l  p r i ce for i t .  

Al te rn ati ve ly , they fe ared that he wo uld fi 1 1  h i s  hold vJi th 

Cassidy ' s  spars and le ave wi tho ut c o l l e c ting the timbe r they 

had prepare d . Th us they cal le d  on the i r  fe llow re s i den ts to 

1 7 6 . Poli ce S upe rintendent , New S o uth Wa le s , to Colon i a l  
Se c re tary � 1 2  Octobe r 1 8 32 ,  wi th three e n c losed 
a ffi da vi t s , ( AONSW , 4 /2 1 6 4·2 , i te..� 3 2 / 7 6 34 ) ; R .  Dacre 
to Colon i a l  Secretary , 1 8  October 1 8 32 ,  ( AONSW , 
4/2 1 6 4 . 2 , i tem 32 /7 8 4 5 ) ; G . D .  Browne to Bo urke , 2 2  
No vem ber, enclos ure Browne to B usby , 2 2  No vembe r  1 8 3 3 ,  
NSW : Co lon i a l  Secret_ary : L� t te rs Re cei ve d ,_ (N.PL/D , 
N Ar/1 , i tem 3 4/2 0 5 1 ) . 

· 
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support the i r  ca use . Thom as McDonne l l ,  some o f  whose timbe r 

cas sidy h ad apparently s to len for se l ling to Crow , g a the re d  

a party o f  tirnbermen and me rchants  a t  Kout u  ( One Tree Poi n t )  

togethe r wi th the Maori s who we re re sponsible for prote cting them . 

The ho s t  m ar che d on Crow ' s  s tati on whe re they fo und Crow , 

wi l li am Whi te ( the then depo s e d  WMS m i s s i onary ) and John 

Marm on , t og e the r with the i r  Maori s upporte rs who inc l ude d 

Tam ati Wak a  Nene . In s te a d  o f  de ve l oping i n to a b loody batt le , 

the a ffai r  e n ded when McDonne l l  s e t  fi re to the timber that 

. d "  l 7 7  was ln 1 s p ute . 

These two cas e s  i l l us trate aspe cts common to m any 

inte r-E urope an con fli c t s : no perm anent phy si c a l  harm was done 

to any pe r s on in vo l·ved ;  both concerned the de s i re for c ontrol 

over re s o ur ce s and trading ; and in both i n s tan ce s the 

E urope an s encouraged the i r  Maori s upporte rs to j oin in the 

a ffray . 1 7 8  H owe ve r di s p ute s o ve r  the con trol o f  tr ade we re 

not re s tr i c te d  to the l a rge cen tre s .  For ins tan ce Marsha ll 

an d Payne , the on ly two t rade r s  at Port Waikato , quarre l led 

over the right to load the S am ue l  when it  called at that port 

ln 1 8  31 . l 7 9  

The o the r .m aj or type o f  i n te r-E uropean d i s p ute 

re late d to l an d  and the owne rship o f  the re so urce s on i t .  One 

parti c ul ar q uarre l i n vo l ved l and in the Hokian g a  whi ch Wi l li am 

Whi te h ad p urchased from Thomas Cas s i dy in 1 8  34 . Apparently 

from that time one bo un dary l ine of the prope r ty had been 

di sp uted by the me rchant Thom as Poynton who owned lan d  ad j oin­

ing i t . An a t temp t  was m ade to c le ar up the di spute in 1 8 36 

1 7 7 . 

1 7 8 . 

1 7 9 .  

Mark h am , pp . 8 7 - 8 ; S . H . , 1 9  Jan uary 1 8 3 7 ;  Wigg le sworth , 
' Ma rm on ' , p . 4 6 . 

---

See a s im i lar ex ample whe re Wi 1li am Webs te r  c l aim e d  
that an othe r t irn be rm an s tole 2 0 0 0  fee t  o f  tL�ber from 
h Lm and was en c o ur ag i ng loc a l  Maori s to  rob hi s sto re -
Web s te r  to B usby , 2 5  November 1 8 3 8 , ( WAre , BR l /2 ) . 

S t John , p .  3 3 .  
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· when both men drew up a boundary line whi ch was wi tne s se d  

by se lecte d  le ading Hoki ang a re side n ts . Howeve r i n  Apri l 

1 8 39 Poynton ac c us e d  Fran c i s  White o f  tak i ng t imber from hi s 

la11d . Ag ain the m a tte r was t aken , apparen tly ag ree ab ly , to 

arbi tration . Th us when , in Poyn ton ' s  view ,  the Whi te s  

contin ued to tak e  h i s timb e r , he wen t  to Fran c i s  Whi te ' s  

yard and took 2 1  s p a r s  whi c h  we re t o  be he ld un ti l  Whi te 

re turned the timbe r that Poyn ton cl aim e d  had been taken from 

h i s  l and . The di s p ute ag ain te ste d  the loyal ti e s  o f  both the 

Maori s and E urope an s on the Ri ve r  and in July the m atter was 

re fe rre d to Jarne s B usby , the Briti sh Re s iden t . When B usby 

ruled in Poyn ton ' s  fa vo ur Wi lli arn v-7h i  te took the case to 

Sydney an d s ubm i t te d  it to the Go ve rn o r  who ad vi s e d  him to 

fol lm·; the due pro ce s s  of l aw .  Whi te , h owe ve r , seem s  to 

ha ve le t the m atte r drop . 
1 8 0 

In s un ,  whi le some observe rs m ay have be l i e ve d  th at 

the E urope an comrn tm i ty in New Zealan d  was ' as bad as i t  c an 

be ' and that the E urope an s the re we re the ' ve ry re fuse o f  

s oc i e ty ' , 
1 81 

in fa ct most trade rs le d h a rd an d tedi o us l i ve s  

whi:ch we re reg ula te d , e speci a l ly in the larg e r  cen tre s , J;>y 
s oci o-e conom i c  di vi s i on s  and by the c us toms an d con ventions 

of two societie s .  

1 8 0 .  

1 8 1 .  

Poyn ton to B usby , 1 2  July 1 8 39 ,  Wi l li arn  and Fran c i s  
White t o  B us by , 1 2  A Uj US t  1 8 39 ,. (WAre , BRl/2 ) ;  
B usby to Co l on i a l  Se cre tary , 30 July 1 8 39 ,  NS\'>7 : 
Colon i a l  S e c re tary : Le tters Re ce ived , New Zea lan d  1 8  39 , 
( AONSW , 4 /2 4 6 0 . 4 ,  i tem 39/9 4 8 2 ) ;  Wi l li arn  Whi te to 

Colo� i a l  Se c re tary , 1 2  Septemb e r  1 8 39 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /2 4 6 0 . 4  
i tern 3 9 /1 0 1 6  3 ) . 

Flatt , e vi de n ce , Mon te fi ore , e vide n ce , Wi lk i n s on , 
e vide n ce , 1 8 38 Report , pp . 4 4 , 6 1 , 9 7 ;  C .  Darwin , The 
Voyage o f  the Be ag le , (new e di ti on ) , London , 1 9 5 9 ;-p. 
41 4 .  The s e  men we re re fe rring speci fi c a l l y  to the 
Bay of I s l ands , b ut the i r  co�� e n ts m ay be taken a s  
the i r  atti t ude t o  m os t  sec ul a r  Europe an re s iden t s . 
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IT I S  c le ar tha t  the re s i dent E urope an t imbe r and flax 

trade r s  and the l i ve s  they led di ffe red from the de s criptions 

pro vi de d  by the i r  con tempo rar ie s . In the i r  r ank s we re 

in cl ude d a few de s e r te rs , r un aways and e x - con vi cts , b ut the 

bulk o f  them were yo tm g  men , man y  o f  whom had been to New 

ze al an d be fore as s ai l o r s , vi s i ting trade rs o r  m i s s i on s tation 

employe e s . Othe r merchants , timbe rrnen an d c o l le ctors we re 

enco ur ag e d  to go to New Z e a l an d  by frien d s  an d re l ati ve s  an d 

be ca us e  they be lie ve d  that the re they wo ul d find an o ut le t  

for the i r  t alen ts and s k i l ls . 

The E urope an s fo un d  th at the i r  w ay o f  li fe in New 

Zea l an d  was re s train e d  by the phy s i c a l  and s o ci al en vi ronm ent 

in wh i ch they l i ved .  The re we re ob vi ous var i ation s  i n  the 

ci r c um s t an ce s  o f  tho s e  trade rs who l i ved a l one , or vi r t ua l ly 

so , i n  the predom i n an t l y  Maori c omm un iti e s  and those who chose 

to li ve in l arge r  E urope an se tt lemen ts . Whe th e r  or n o t  they 

had E urope an spo use s ,  the q ua l i ty an d nat ure o f  the i r  ho using 

and the varie ty o f  the i r  di e t  o ften depe n de d  on whe re in 

New Z e a l and the y li ve d . Mo re o ve r  whi le a l l  the trade r s  strove 

to re tain som e  aspects o f  the li fe they had kn own be fore g oing 

to New Z e a l an d , li vi n g  i n  a larg e r  centre p r o vi ded m ore 

opport uni ti e s  for emp loym en t  and fo r s us t ai n ing a li fe - s tyle 

tha t  m o s t  c l os e ly appr ox imated that fo un d  i n  the colon i e s  or 

Gre at B r i tain . 

The ex tent to whi ch the i r  l i ves were i n fl uen ce d  by 

Maori and E urope an law s  and c on ve n ti ons a ls o  di ffe red . At one 

end o f  the spe ctr um we re the P akeha-Maori s who li ved a s  

Maor i s .  At the o the r ex t rem e we re the we a l th i e r  merch an ts i n  

the l a rg e r  E urope an s e tt l�m en t s  who se dai ly l i ve s  we re li ttle 

a ffe c te d  by Maori c us tom s and who attempted t o  li ve by and 

to impose up on the i r  fe l l ow re s i den t s  a p a t te rn o f  s oci al 

di vi s i on s , m orali ty an d l aws whi c h  they b r o ught to New Z e a l an d  

wi th them . 

In the l as t  an a l y s i s ,  howe ve r , the n a t ure o f  a m e rchan t ' �  

tirn be rrn an ' s , o r  c o l le c to r ' s  li fe in New Z e a l an d  depen de d on hi s 
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pe r son a l  attrib ute s .  rrhe s uc ce s s ful trade rs we re those men 

who c o uld adap t to the i r  new en vi r onm en t ,  who c o uld re tain 

re spe ct i n  i.:he i r  de a l i ng s with othe r E urope an s  i n  New Z e a l an d  

and w i th the i r  colon i a l  and Bri t i sh emp l oyer s ,  and tho s e  

who g ained the con fiden ce and co-ope ration o f  the l-iaori s 

among s t  whom they worked . 
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Chapte r Fi ve 

Mao ri s and the Timbe r and F l ax Trade 

E urope an me rchan t s  fo und that tho se Maori s who ' ·  

parti cipate d  d i re ct ly in the proce s s  o f  exporting timbe r and 

flax we re inno vati ve , ski l l ful an d enth us i a s ti c  trade r s . The 

New Z e a lan de rs ' prim ary aim was to acq ui re E urope an g oods . A 

s tudy o f  the item s  whi ch we re barte red for fibre and wood not 

on ly pro vi de s  e vi de n ce o f  chang e s  in Maori demands , b ut also 

al lows furthe r c on c l us ion s to be  form ed abo ut the are a s  in 

New Z e a l and from whi ch timbe r and flax we re exporte d .  

The re s ults o f  thei r  parti cipation in the timber 

and flax trade an d the demands i t  m ade on them we re not the 

s ame for a l l  Mao ri traders . It took a con s i de rab le amo un t  o f  

time to p repare the se prod ucts for s e l ling to E uropean s .  

Making pro vi s ion for that time o ften i n vo l ve d  s ome in te rr uption 

to Maori s '  dai l y  and s e ason a l  work patte rns , the i r  soc i a l  

ob lig ati on s  and the pattern o f  the i r  war fare . Mo reo ve r , for 

tho se Maori s who d i d  not l i ve near the coas t or a trading: port 

the p roce s s  o f  se l ling wood and fib re co uld in vo l ve indi vi dual s  

o r  g ro up s  e i the r i n  transporting thei r  produce t o  a s ui tab le 

port o1r: in s h i fting the i r  homes to a s i te whi ch wa s ne a re r  a 

Europe an t rader . The othe r req ui remen t  fo r s ucce s s ful trading 

was Maori s '  wi l lingne s s  to accommodate , o r  at  l e a s t  to to ler­

ate , the pre s e n ce o f  E urope an trade r s . 

FROM THE time o f  the fi rs t contacts E urope an s be came aware 

that Maori s knew h ow to barte r . Cook comp l aine d , in h i s 

Journ a l  entry a t  Queen Charlotte So un d  on 2 0  No vember 1 7 7  3 ,  

that the exchange o f  tapa for Maori c urios was weighte d  in  

the E urope an s ' fa vo ur ' ti 11  an o ld m an ,  who was n o  s trange r  to 

us , c ame and a s s i s te d  hi s countrym en wi th hi s advi ce and in a 



momen t t urne d the exchange s  above a tho us and percent in 

thei r fa vo ur ' • 
1 
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Ni cholas reported that the maste r  o f  the Je ffe r s on 

l aid a s im i l ar charg e ag ains t  Tupe and Tara , two Bay o f  

I s lands chie fs , fo r having spoi l t  hi s trade in 1 81 4 . They 

had ' inci te d ' the othe rs ' to e very spe cies of  ex tortion ; 

and the con sequence was , that he was e i the r ob lig e d  not to 

b uy fran them at a l l , or to p urchase the i r  s upp l i e s  at m o re 

than four tim e s  what they we re worth ' { according to the 

maste r ' s  notions ) .  Ni cholas s upporte d the ve raci ty o f  thi s 

statem ent from hi s own expe rience s .  He lai d down a cardin a l  

rule for trade i n  New Ze a l an d : ' to barg ain di s tin ctly for e ve ry 

thing ,  and to take n othing for g ranted that i s  not pre vi o us ly 

stip ul a ted ' .  I f  the E urope an le ft the Mao ri to s tip ulate h i s  

own p ri ce , ' they wi l l  general ly m ake i t  exorbi tant , and 

oppose any aba temen t that might be req ui red by the p urcha se r ,  
2 in s i s ting upon having the i r  extra vag ant dem and ' .  He 

admi t ted that the s ame was common prac ti ce among the me r ch ants 

o f  E urope and by way o f  s ummary he characterized Bay Maori s 
as being a s  keen on pro f i t  ' as the mos t  crafty Jews on the 

3 Roy a l  Ex chang e ' .  

Late r wri te r s  s us tained thi s view . A commentator 

in the Sydney Gaze tte in 1 8 2 9  repo rted that it req ui re d  ' no 

common ski l l  to tra f fi c  wi th the New Zea l anders , who are 

extrem e ly sh rewd in m ak ing bargains • . 4 S imi larly in 1 8 3 3 

the Re v. John Orton di smi s se d  the opini on_ o f  the WMS 

m i s s i on ary Wi l li am  Whi te that m i s s i onarie s sho uld i n te rvene 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

J .  Cook , Voy age o f  the Re s ol ution an d Adventure , 
e d . J . C .  Be ag lehole , London , 1 9 6 1 , p .  2 9 1 .  

J .  N i chol a s , Narrati ve o f  a Voyag e ·-bo New Ze alan d , 
2 vol s ,  Lond on , 1 81 7 ,  (Wi l son and Horton facsim i le ,  
n . d . ) , I I ,  1 5 6 - 6 0 .  

Nichol a s , I ,  2 8 5 . 

S . G . , 2 1  July 1 8 2 9 .  
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be tween Maor i s  and trade r s  to p rote ct the fo rme r .  He di d 

so on the g ro unds that Maori s appe are d to him to be ' q uite 

compe ten t to negoti a te the i r  own a f fai rs and to m ake the i r  

own barg ain s ,  they are uncommon l y  shrewd and keen in a l l  

tran s action s o f  barter and b us i ne s s ' . 5 

Mo re o ve r  E urope an comment ato rs fo un d  tha t  thi s 

barte ring w a s  not sole ly con fined to .M:ioris ' trading wi th 

Europe an s .  Mao ri s bargaine d among s t  themse l ve s . The m i s sion­

ari e s  c al l e d  s uch e vents hoko o r  hak ari , meaning fai r or 

show. In 1 8 2 3 the WMS mi s s ionari e s  Hobbs and Turne r reported 

the p roce e di ng s  o f  a fai r at Whangaroa whe re European kni ve s  

and fi s h  hook s whi ch had been ob tained from the mi s s ionari e s  

we re traded for fi sh , mats an d othe r i tems bro ug h t  to 

Whanga roa by Haori s who h ad trave l led some di stance to trade . 6 

In fact t r ading o f  thi s k ind seeme d  to be a reg ul a r  fe at ure 

of mos t Ma.ori occasions . Po l ack c l aime d that , ce rtainly in 

the 1 8 30 s , b arte ring was an i n tegra l  part o f  the b usine s s  

at e ven the s ac red hahung a ce remonie s .  He a l so s ugge s ted 

that by the late 1 8 30 s  the m arke t had be come the s o le re a son 
7 for re taini ng the hah ung a .  

B argaining and c unning in trade we re n o t  the on ly 

ex ample s o f  Mao ri s '  comme rci al a c umen . They we re a l so q ui ck 

to t ake a dvan t age o f  new and changing marke t s . For exampl e  

i n  1 82 0  t h e  Whang aroa Mao ri s p l anted a spe c ul at i ve crop o f  

potatoe s ¥7hen HMS Dromedary fi rs t arri ve d  i n  the i r  harbour . 

The i r  spe c ul ation was s uc ce s s ful be cause the ship was s ti l l  

the re i n  No vembe r  when the potatoe s \ve re dug an d sold to the 
crew . 8 

5 .  J . M .  R .  Owen s , 1 The We s leyan Hi s s ion to New Zeal and , .  
1 8 1 9 -1 8 4 0 1 , Ph . D  the si s ,  Vi ctori a Uni ve r s i ty ,  1 9 6 9 , 
p .  4 8 5 . 

6 .  Owe n s ,  ' Wes le y an Mi s s i on ' , p .  1 0 7 . 
7 .  J .  Po l ack , Manne rs  and Cus toms o f  the New Ze alan de r s , 

2 vol s ,  London , 1 8 4 0 , ( Capper Pre s s  reprint , 1 9 7 6 ) , 
I I 7 9 ' 9 3-4 . 

8 .  R .  A .  Crui se , Jo urn al o f  a Ten Months 1 Re s i dence i n  
N e w  Ze aland Ll8 2 0J , e d .  A . G .  Bagn al l ,  Chri s tch urch , 
i9 5 7 , p .  1 7 2 . 
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Sim i l ar l y  when Maoris trave l le d  o ve rseas they 

di s co ve red tha t  shipping was s ub j e ct to a variety o f  port 

due s  and charg e s . Many beg an to i n troduce the se i n  the i r  

own harbo ur s . For example , in 1 8 3 5 h a rb o ur d ue s  we re paid 
9 

by m e an s  o f  g i fts to local chie fs i n  the B ay o f  I s lands ; 

the Hok i anga Mao ris we re cons ide ring ch arg ing an chorage 

fees by the m i d - 1 8 30 s
1 0  

in the Thame s, port d ue s  we re 

be ing charg e d  e ar ly in 1 8 36
1 1

; an d Comm an de r  Wi lke s  n o te d 

in 1 8 4 0  that i t  was c us tomary to p ay Te Rauparaha two 

musk e t s  or the e q ui valent as due s  be fo re ente ring C l o udy 

Bay
1 2 . Anothe r E ur opean in spi re d  o f fs hoot o f  t rading was 

the i n t roduc t i on o f  c urren cy . Inde e d  by the m i d- 1 8 30 s  i t  

was reported that in the Bay o f  I s l an ds money was rep l a cing 
1 3  

barte r as the dominan t  means fo r e x c h ange . 

Th us whi le Maori s m ay h a ve l e a rn t  new comme rci a l  

con vention s  thro ugh the i r  con tact wi th E urope an s they we re , 

from b e fore the time o f  fi rst con tact s , a s  adept at the 

sk i ll s  o f  buying , se lling and as s e s s in g  the val ue o f  the i r  

products as any vi s i ting trader . 

9 .  Fi t z Roy , e vi den ce , Report from the Se le ct Comm i t tee 
o f  the H o use of Lords appoi nte d to enqui re into the 
Pre sent S t ate o f  the Is lands o f  New Ze aland an d the 
Expedi e n cy o f  reg ulating the S e t t lemen t o f  Bri t i sh 
S ub j e ct s  the rein , wi th m i n ute s o f  e vi de n ce , G . B . P . P . ,  
1 8  3 7 - 3 8 , XX I ,  ( 6 8 0 )  ( 1 2  3 )  , ffi e re a f:te r c i te d  as 1 8  3 8  Repory 
pp . l 7 7 - 8 . 

1 0 . J .  Pol a ck , New Ze a land : Being a Narrat i ve o f  Tra ve l s 
an d Adve n t ure s during a Re s i den ce i n  that Coun t ry 
be tween the Ye ars 1 8 31 and 1 8 3 7 ,  2 vo l s , Lon don , 1 8 38 ,  
( Cappe r P re s s  reprint , 1 9 7 4 ) , I I ,  2 1 6 . 

11 . A . N . Brown , Jo urn a l s , 1 8 35 - 1 8 5 0 , ( TAUP , Bern a rd S l aden 
Re search Library , type s cript ) ,  1 0  Fe b r uary 1 8 36 .  

12 . C .  Wi lke s , Narrati ve o f  the 
Expedi ti on during the Years 
5 vol s , Phi l ade lph i a ,  1 8 4 5 , 
1 9 7 0 ) , I I , 4 0 8 .  

Un i ted S t a te s  Exp loring 
1 8 3 8 , 1 8 3 9 , 1 8 4 0 , 1 8 41 , 1 8 4 2 , 
( Gr egg Pre s s  repri n t , 

1 3 .  W .  Yate , An Acco un t  o f  New Ze a l an d , i n t rod . J .  B i nne y , 
We l l ington , 1 9 7 0 , pp . 31 -2 ; Bee ch am , e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 
Rep ort , p .  2 8 7 ;  R . P . Harg re ave s , From Be ads to B an k  
Note s , Dun e din , 1 9 7 2 , pp . 2 0 -2 , 2 5 - 7 . 
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BY THE l a�e- 1 8 30 s  the p_ro �i ts being m ade fr.an : · the timber 

trade by Maori s seeme d ve ry l a rge to E urope an c ommentators . 

At any one time a chie f ,  as re ce i ver and re di s trib utor o f  

trade goods , could be a comparat i ve ly we a lthy m an .  The Re v.  

Jame s B ul le r  c laimed tha t  some chie fs in the Hok i ang a 

re ce i ve d  upwards o f  §. l O O  worth o f  goods fo r a s ingle ship­

load o f  tirnbe r . 1 4  Late r ,  in 1 8 4 1 , the ex -mi s s ionary and 

me rchan t Wi l li arn  Whi te i n formed a mee ting in H ok i anga that 

in re t urn for timbe r 1 in the next six mon ths myse l f  and two 

oth e r  m e rchan ts wi l l  pay the native s  at le a s t  fi ve tho us an d  

pounds they a re a ri ch people 1 • 1 5  

Howe ve r  t rying t o  more accurate ly de te rm ine what 

Maori s re ce i ved for spe ci fied quantitie s o f  t imbe r and flax 

during the period 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0  o r  e ven attempting to indi cate 

i f  the re i s  any obse rvab le trend in the variety o f  pri ce s  

pai d b y  E urope an s for the se prod ucts , i s  impos s i b le . Thi s  

i s  l a rg e ly because the type an d the quan tity o f  Europe an 

goods that Maori s re ce i ved in ex change for wood an d fibre 

we re d e t e rm ined by a combination o f  factors . The se inc l ude d 

Mao ri s  1 dem ands , the i tern s whi ch E urope an s had to o ffe r and 

the re l a ti ve comme rci al sk i l l s  o f  indi vi dua l  Maori and 

Europe an t r ade r s . 

Appendix 2 3 s umm ari z e s  all the q uan ti fiable exchange s 

that we re fo und during thi s s tudy . The se exam p le s serve to 

il lus trate the r ange o f  variab le s whi ch de term ined the goods 

that Mao ri s rece i ve d .  

The se fig ure s c annot i n  any way be reg arded as 

a ve rage s  or  1 typ i ca l ' in the amount s o f  goods tha t  we re 

ex changed . The two barg ains o f  1 81 4  we re s tr uck by the Re v .  

S am ue l  Harsden , a h ard-he aded trader b ut one who en j oyed 

a g re at dea l  o f  man a among the Bay Maori s  wi th whom he was 

t rading . In consequence the pri ce paid probably i n c l uded a 

facto r o f  g i fting and might h ave been lower than would 

ordi n a r i l y  h a ve been the case . On the other h and , because 

they we re forbi dden to t rade in muske t s , whi ch we re m uch in 

1 4 . J .  B ul ler to Hi s s  Dawe s , 2 Jan uary 1 8 3 7 ,  J .  Bul l e r , 
Corre s ponden ce , 1 8 37 - 39 , (NLA , MS 4 0 2 0 , NK 2 2 31 ) , p . 6 .  

1 5 . Owen s ,  1 We s leyan Mi s sion 1 , p .  6 1 8 .  
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demand , the men o f  HMS Drome dary i n  1 8 2 0  di d not h a ve m uch 

suc ce ss in pro,curing one spar fo r an axe . So too , the 1 8  3 4  

fig ure from the voyage o f  HMS B uf fa l o  cannot be reg arde d a s  

typi cal o f  the t r ade a t  that time . The m a s te r  o f  the B u f fa lo 

was a c c used o f  spoi ling Maori s by o ve rpaying them for the i r  

timbe r .  Ivlo re ove r Richard Hodg sk in ' s di ary o f  th i s  voy age 

showed that a ft e r  the Maori s  had re ce i ve d  the p aymen t  many 

of them sold the i r  m uske ts , carto uche boxe s and b ayone t s  

back t o  the ship ' s  company and purch ased from them h a l f­

worn b l ankets in exchange .
1 6  

The othe r barg a i n s  c i ted m ay n ot e ven have bee n  

typ i c a l  o f  the ex change s made during the voyage s t o  whi ch 

the y  re fe r ,  l e t  alone be g uide s  to ' ave rage ' pay�en t s . The 

gi vi ng o f  a m usk e t in 1 8 1 5  got the t ra de r , Wi l l i am Hove l l  

o f  the Tri al , the p romi s e  but not the re ce ip·t o f  a ton o f  

o f  fl ax . Pete r Di l lon ' s  payment , one m uske t or e q ual 

val ue o f  powde r fo r 2 0  spars , repre sen ts the max im um he 
was p re pared to o f fe r .  In fact he p urchase d m uch o f  h i s  

timbe r fo r a con s i de ration which was lower than that 

re c orde d he re . Fin a l ly Tapse l l ' s  e s timate fo r Mak e t u  l n  

the 1 8 3 0 s  pr:obab ly s uf fered from be i ng the re co l l e c ti on 

o f  h i s  old age .  

A simi l ar l ack o f  precis ion i s  seen in the othe r few 

ex amp l e s  o f  spe ci fic barg ains s truck d uring the pe ak ye a r s  

o f  t h e  t rade l ate 1 8 2 0 s and 1 8 3 0 s . They cons i s t  o f  

gene ral comments that o ut line the type s o f  E urope an g oods 

whi ch we re exchan g e d  wi thout any g ui de to q uanti t ie s . 

Howe ve r the dat a s ugg e s t  that an e arly p re dominan ce o f  

fi re a rm s  as trade i tem s g a ve way to mo re di ve rse tas te s  an d ,  

fin al ly , to an app a rent p re fe ren ce for b l ank e ts and E urope an 

c lo thing . 

The seale r John Bo ul tbee re corde d  tha t  in 1 8 2 7  

Maori s on Pah i a  Peni n s ul a  in So uthl and s o l d  f l ax and pot atoe s  

for powder ,  b a l l s  and m uske ts . Some othe r E urope an g oods 

1 6 . R .  Hodg sk i n , A Narrative o f  Eigh t  Mon ths ' So j o urn in 
New Zea l an d  . . .  , Col e raine , 1 8 4 1 , p .  36 . 
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were a l so traded b ut m uske ts we re the mos t  pop ular item . 1 7  

Then i n  1 8 31 ,  prob ab ly on the b a s i s  o f  h i s  ob se rva tion s o f  

trading i n  the Cook Strait are a d uring 1 8  30 , the Sydney 

merchan t  Be l l  was ab le to re s pond to the q ue s tion p ut to 

him b y  Lie ut-Col one l  D um are sq : 

Q .  Wo uld not Woolen Cloths ,Blanke t s  & c  be 
exchangeab le fo r the F l ax ?  
A .  I n  the Winter Se a son B l anke t s  & Wo l len Slops ( ? ) 
are ve ry good trade . Fo r Pig s , Potatoe s , 
C uriositie s Labor & c  and small  p arce l s  o f  flax . 
The us ual ex change i s  Tomahawk s ,  Pipe s , Fi sh Hook s 
( ? ) , Kni ve s , Tobacco , Co tton Hk ch f s , Paper for 

Cartridge s ( ? )  Le ad or Muske t B ul l e ts , Cartouch 
Boxe s ,  Bayonets , C ut l a s se s ,  B ul le t  Mo ulds & 
Le athe r Be l t s � They a re al l ve ry fond o f  smok ing , 
and are beg inni ng to like Rum whi ch i n clin ation 
wi l l  no doub t  in cre ase rapi d ly among s t  them - · 1 8  

In the fo l lowing ye a r  the Aus trali an repo rted that 

Mao ri s  were wi l ling to t rade the i r  fl ax fo r ' b l anke ts ' ,  

' b l ue g urrah s ' ( ro ugh Indi an m us lin ) and • Parramatta cloth 1 
(wo o l  an d cotton mix co arse c loth made in the Parramatta 

1 9  con vi c t  factory) . 

The varie ty o f  Maori demands doe s not seem to h a ve 

le s sene d  a s  the dec ade p rog re s se d .  Re fe rring to h i s  time 

in New Ze a l and in 1 8 34 the CMS cate ch i s t  John Flatt tol d  

the H o us e  o f  Lord s' Comm i t te e  i n  1 8 38 that b l anke ts , axe s , 

adz e s ,  kn i ve s , razors , m uske t s  and powder we re exchang e d  

for f l ax . 2 0  Howe ve r a p ayment for timber an d spars taken 

from Waiheke I s l and in De cembe r 18 39 was composed sole ly o f  

s c a r l e t  b lankets , prints an d E urope an cloth ing . 2 1  

1 7 . A . C .  and N . C .  Begg , The World o f  John Boultbee , 
Chri s t ch urch , 1 9 7 9 , p .  1 71 .  

1 8 .  Be l l  to D urn a re sq , en closed in D un are s q  to Hay , 2 0  
No vembe r 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 l /2 2 3 ,  f . 36 4 a .  The ' ( ? )  1 indicate s 
that the 'Y70 rds we re obs c ured by the fraye d edge o f  
the man us cript . 

1 9 .  Aus t��lian , 1 4  October 1 8 31 .  

2 0 . F l a t t , e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , p .  5 4  

2 1 . Octa vi us Browne to Eli z a  Moxon , 3 Feb r uary 1 8 4 2 , in 
0 .  B rowne , Le tte r s , 1 8 2 3- 42 , ( NLA , MS 3 30 ) . 
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What lit tle general comment i s  fo und conce rning the 

amo unts o f  goods exchanged for timbe r and flax in the 1 8  3 0 s 

s ugge s t s  that the re was s ome con s i s te n cy in the price so ug h t  

b y  coastal Maori s .  Variation s in the q uan t i t i e s  o f  goods 

.Haoris re cei ved we re more l ike ly to o c c ur between coa s ta l  

an d i n l an d  peop le . Th us Pol ack wrote , w i th re fe ren ce to 

fl ax : 

The val ue o f  the article varie s  e x ceeding ly in 
p r i ce thro ug ho ut the co un try : t h us a bask e t  o f  flax 
o f  one h un dre d pounds we igh t ,  might formerly 

h a ve bee n  p urcha sed for th� va l ue in barte r o f  
three-pe n ce in se ve r al s tati on s to the so uthward [o f  
the Bay o f  Is land�, whe re as in s uch p l ace s whe re 
E urope an s re s i de d  in n umbe rs , compe ti tion 
c on seque n t l y  took p l ace ; the s am e  we ight co uld 
w i th di f fi c ulty be proc ure d fo r fi fty time s that 
amo unt ; and a ton o f  flax i s  probably more 
expen s i ve in the B ay o f  Is lands , than in Sydne y ,  
whe re i t  i s  importe d  from the s o uth and we s t  
coas ts o f  N e w  Ze a l and . . . .  In t h e  inte rior 
vi l lage s  in New Ze aland , the n at i ve m an ufacture s 
an d produce an d extreme ly che ap , whe reas 
E urope an g oods are a ltoge the r a s  de a r .  We have 
seen a n at i ve s at i s fied at re ce i ving hal f a 
h e ad o f  toba cco ( the 2 4 th p art o f  a poun d )  fo r 
one h un d re d  pounds o f  flax , whi eh he h ad more ove r  
c arried o ve r  hi l l  and dale , full fo rty m i le s . 2 2  

An alte rn ati ve so urce o f  in form a tion con ce rning the 

type s o f  g oods Mao ri s re ce i ved are shipping re cords . A s amp le 

o f  o utwards c arg o e s  from the colonie s ,  1 8 2 9 -1 8 3 9 , is provided 

in Appen dix 2 4. Whi le b earing in mind the q uali fi c ations 

o utlined in the notes attached tc• thi s  Appen dix the _ data from 

this s amp le o f  c argoes c an be said to s how those i tems whi ch 

we re mos t  common l y  exchanged for timbe r and flax . In addi tion 

they provi de s ome i n s ight into the chan g e s  i n  the varie ty 

o f  E urope an goo d s  be ing o ffere d to Hao r i s  (whi ch , i t  i s  he l d , 

re fle c t s  change s i n  Maor i  demands ) and a furthe r indi c a t i o n  

o f  the a reas o f  N e w  Ze a l an d  in whi ch trading w a s  con cent rated 

at ce rtain time s d uring the 1 8 30 s . 

2 2 . Po lack , Manne rs , I ,  1 8 5 . 
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The data s ugge s t that b l anke ts , E ur ope an clothing , 

al cohol , tobacco , ironwa re /too l s , a nn s  an d .anun un i tion we re 

the i tems mos t  common l y  fo un d  in the o utwa rd s  c argoe s o f  

ve s se l s whi ch re turne d  wi th cargoes o f  t imber and flax . 

B lankets we re s i gn i fi c an t  i tem s i n  c a rg oe s 

espe c i a l l y from the m i d-1 8 30 s . I t  i s  not ce r tain when 

Maori s beg an using E urope an b l ankets b ut the se we re req ue s te d  

as trade i tems from the crew o f  HMS Drome dary a fte r Apri l 

1 82 0  when co ld we a the r se t i n .
2 3  

Also , t h ro ugho ut the 1 8 2 0 s 

the m i s s i on aries p urs ue d  a p o l i cy o f  enco urag ing Maori s to 

accep t  b l anke ts as trade in p l ace of a nn s  and amm uni tion . 

Th us b y  1 82 7  the CMS reporte d  a h uge dem an d  for b l anke ts in 

the Bay o f  I s l ands 2 4  
and i n  1 8 2 9  the Re v .  John Hobbs reported 

that b l anke ts alone wo ul d sec ure pork for the WMS in the 

k .  
2 5  

Ho 1 an g a . 

By the mid-1 8 30 s , re fe rring ag ain to the northern 

reg i on s , Markham and Yate c l aime d th at bl anke ts had rep laced 
2 6  

mats a s  the us ual Maori appare l .  The deman d fo r blankets 

seems to h a ve spre ad th ro ugho ut New Ze alan d  d uring the 1 8 30 s  

an d thi s  acco unts not on l y  fo r the ir p re va len ce in ve s s e l s ' 

cargoe s b ut a l so for the spe c i al imports o f  ' he avy b lanke ts ' 

whi c h  had been pur chased wi th the New Ze a l an d  t rade in min d . 2 7  

2 3 .  

2 4 . 

2 5 . 

2 6 .  

2 7 . 

Cr ui se ,  p .  8 3 .  

H . T . C . , 6 De cembe r 1 8 2 8 ;  H .  Wi l l i am s , The Early 
Jo urna l s  o f  Hen ry Wi l l iam s  1 82 6 - 4 0 , e d .  L . M .  Rog e rs , 
Chri s t church , 1 9 6 1 , 2 7  March 1 8 2 7 ,  2 3  Apri l 1 8 2 8 ;  
L . M .  Ham i l ton , ' Chri s t i an i ty Among the Maori s :  the 
Maori s an d the Ch urch Mi s s ion ary Soci e ty ' s  Mi s s i on 
1 8 1 4 -1 8 6 8 ' , Ph . D  the s i s ,  Otago Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 7 0 , p . 6 2 ;  
H . M .  Wrigh t , New Ze a l an d  1 7 6 9 - 1 8 4 0 : Early Years o f  
We s te rn Con tact ,  Harvard , 1 9 5 9 , p . 7 9 .  

Owen s ,  ''We s le yan Mi s s i on ' , p .  3 3 7 ; S . G . , 2 6  May 1 8 2 8 .  

E .  Markh am , New Ze a l an d  or Recol le ct i on s  o f  It , e d .  
E . H .  McConn i ck , We l li n g ton , 1 9 6 3 ,  p p . 4 0 , 4 7 ;  Yate , p . l 5 8 . 
S e e  a l so E .  Die f fenb ach , Trave l s  i n  New Ze aland , 2 vo l s , 
Lon don , 1 8 4 3 ,  ( Cappe r P re s s  reprin t , 1 9 7 4 ) , I I , 5 2 1 . 

Jone s & Co adve rti s ement , S . H . , 4 J un e  1 8 38 .  
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European c lothing w a s  a l s o  fo un d as part o f  mos t 

o f  the cargoe s .  Some o f  thi s wo uld have been for the 

Europe an se ttle rs a t  New Ze a l an d  b ut Maor i s  a lso began to 

use it from the e arly ye ars o f  con t act . At fir s t  they wo re 

the g armen ts as a m a rk o f  re finemen t an d de coration ; th i s  

poi n t  be ing high ligh ted b y  de s c ription s o f  the p laceme n t  o f  

it abo ut the i r  persons on impor tan t  o cc a s ions s uch as vi s i ts 

to p a  and attending eh urch . 
2 8 

Hmve ve r as the 1 8  3 0 s  prog r e s s e d  

Maori s l i ving ne a r  the larg e r  centre s o f  E urope an pop ul a tion 

came to we ar c lothing in the s am e  way as E urope an s . By 1 8 4 0 , 

mos t notably in the B ay o f  I s l ands , the Hok i anga , and the 

vari o us wh al ing s t at i on s , Maori s 1 we aring o f  Europe an 

clothe s , i n  varying s tate s O f  repai r ,  was commonp l ace and 

on ly a few o f  the o lder Maori we re seen to we ar tradition a l  

c lo ak s .
2 9  

Howeve r  i n  mo s t  pa rts o f  New Ze aland i t  was n ot 

common to see Maori s we aring E urope an fashion s  unt i l  l ate r 

. h . h 
30 

1n t e n 1neteent century . 

Con s ignmen t s  o f  al coho l an d tobacco fig ure d 

prominently among the s amp le cargoe s .  Many were de s tined 
31 fo r the use o f  the E urope an s l i vi ng in New Ze aland and s o  

m uch a l cohol an d tob acco w a s  i l J i ci tly re -importe d  to the 

colonie s that it rai sed the i re o f  c o l on i a l  a uthori tie s . 32 

2 8 .  Maori s wore uni forms at Marsde n 1 s  h i s to ri c  sermon -
Marsden 1 s  Ac coun t  o f  h i s  Fi rs t Vi s i t  to New Ze a l an d ,  
H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  36 3 .  See a l so de s cription s  i n  Y ate , 
p:-r5 9 ; P o l a ck , New Z e a l and , I ,  8 0 , 39 3 .  

2 9 . 0 .  Wrigh t , comp . The Voyage o f  the Astro labe - 1 8 4 0 , 
We l ling ton , 1 9 5 5 , fh e re a fte r ci te d As tro labeJ ,  p .  7 5 ; 
R . G . Jarne s on , New Z e a lan d ,  S o uth Aus trali a ,  and New 
S o uth Wa le s . . .  , Lon don , 1 8 4 2 , pp . 2 35 ,  2 4 8 - 9 ; J . P . F .  
Coutts , 1 He rge r  or Tak e o ve r :  A S urve y  o f  the E f fec t s  
o f  Con t act be twee n  E uropean an d Maori in the Fove a�x 
Strait Reg ion ' ,  J . P . S . , LXXV I I I , no . 4 ,  De cemb e r  1 9 6 9 , 
5 0 9 - 5 1 0 . 

30 . S . M .  Mea d , Tradi tion a l  Maori C l othing , We l ling ton , 
1 9 6 9 , pp . l 0 4 - 9 . 

31 . Markham , p .  4 7 .  

32 . S . G . , 5 July 1 8 3 7 . 
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Howe ver the Maori s '  con s umption o f  the se items was s ti l l 

s uf fi ciently large to aro use contempo ra ry commen t . 

Tobacco smoking became popul a r  in  the nor
.
the rn 

3 3  reg ions o f  New Ze a l an d  in the late 1 8 2 0 s . Shortly a fter-

wards it was be ing vi ewe d  as an addi c tion . Edward Markham 

re cal le d  that tob a c c o  was the ' c urrent coin ' in the north 

in 1 8 34 3 4  or at l e a s t  so it seemed to the E urope an trave l le r s  

an d trade rs  who had t o  p re ce de e very reque s t  for Haori 
35 as s i s tan ce wi th the o f fe r  o f  a fig or two o f  the wee d .  

Moreove r  b y  the l ate 1 8 3 0 s  tobacco smoking was 

practi s e d  by Mao ri s  o f  a l l  age g roups and in mos t  p arts o f  

the country . 36 Many Maori s who had not seen a European 

had come to know and use tobacco . Thus Joe l Polack c l aimed 

to be  the fi rst E urope an to have vi si ted the Kaihu Ri ve r  

(wh i ch flows down to the Kaipara Harbo ur )  in 1 8 32 ,  ye t he 

fo w1 d that tobacco was in  great demand . 37 Also Thomas 

Chee sm an . reporte d  that smok ing was commonp lace among the 

othe rwi s e  unsophi s ti cate d Maori s o f  Ng ung uru an d Tut ukaka 

in 1 8 3 7 . 38  Thi s p ro ce s s , whe reby the use and knowledge o f  

E urope an thing s preceded the arri val o f  E urope an s in  some 

par ts  o f  the coun try , was a common phenomenon and othe r 

ex amp le s i n c l uded i ron , pota�oe s , Bible s an d ch ri s ti an 

worshi p .  

3 3 .  A .  Earle , Narrati ve o f  a Re s i dence in New Ze a l and , 
e d .  E . H .  McCorm i ck 1 Ox fo rd , 1 9 6 6 , p .  71 . 

34 . Markham 1 pp . 4l7 , 6 1 - 3 .  

35 . Watk ins , e vi de n ce , and Monte fio re 1 e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 
Report , pp . l 7 1  6 8 ;  W .  Bre ton 1 Ex c ur si on s  in New South 
Wa les 1 We s te rn Aus tralia and Van D i emen ' s Land 1 
d uring the Ye ars 1 8 3 0 1  1 8 31 ,  1 8 32 an d 1 8 3 3 1  London , 
1 8 3 3 ,  p .  1 7 3 .  

36 . Polack , New Ze a l an d , I ,  2 72 . 
37 . P o lack , New Zea l an d , I 1 1 32 .  
38 . T . F .  Chee s m an l  Log s and Journal on Board HMS B uf falo , 

2 7  Apri l 1 8 36 - 2 0  March . 1 8 4 1 , (WTu , fMS 1 8 36 -1 8 4 1  P ) , 
9 October 1 8 3 7 . 
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S ome Maoris we re re corded drinking a l cohol in the 

early 1 8 3 0 s . 
39 

Howe ve r the h ab i t  doe s not seem to have 

spre ad m uch beyond the s e  Maori s , who l i ved i n  a reas whe re 

. h 
4 0  . h there was con s t an t  con t a c t  w1 t E urope an s . E ven 1n t e se 

place s i t  appe ars that the reg ul ar drink ing o f  a lcoho l was 

the p re rogat i ve o f  chie fs . 
4 1  

P omare o f  Ot ui h u ,  fo r ex amp le , 

was re ckone d  to be one o f  the big g e s t  g r og s e l le rs in the 

Bay o f  I s lands . It was r umo ure d that he had hi s own s ti l l  

an d he was reported to h a ve re tained E urope an t rade rs in 

hi s  pa s o le ly to en s ure a reg ular s upp ly o f  spi ri ts . 4 2  

Chie fs e l sewhe re , who we re c lose ly as soci ated w i th the timber 

and flax trade , also drank ' arden t spi ri t s ' .  Te Ra uparah a 

an d Te Rangihae ata of the Kap i t i  reg i on we re n oted for 

thei r drunkenn e s s  and the i r  freebooting for l i q uor
4 3  

and 

M oetara , a Hok i anga chi e f ,  was de s c ribed by a m i s s i onary 

as be i ng ' sore ly wo unde d  on the g re at bat tle fie ld o f  
' I 4 4  • 

d 1 1ntempe ran ce . Moreove r some Maor1s s e c ure arge 

q uan t i t i e s  o f  alcohol . Markham re corde d that one Hok i anga 

chie f h ad fi fty gallon s  o f  rum whi ch he i n te n de d  to use 

to demon s tr ate h i s  ho spi t a l i ty t o  h i s  g ue s t s  a t  a forthcoming 

hak ari . 4 5  Thus whi le the use o f  t obacco was w i de spre ad among 

Maori s  o f  a l l  rank s an d in m an y  p arts o f  the coun t ry ,  al coho l 

drinking was con fined to a sm a l le r  s e ct i on o f  the Maori 

39 . Wi l li am Yate c i t e d  in Wrigh t , p .  7 0 ; H . Wi l li am s , 
Journ a l s , 30  De cember 1 8 32 .  

4 0 . How e ve r  con temporarie s m ade con fl i c t i ng c laims about 
the e x tent to whi ch Maori s we re drink ing a l cohol be fore 
1 8 4 0 . See fo r example F l at t , e vi den ce , an d Polack , 
e vi de n ce , 1 8 3 8 Rep ort pp . 4 4 , 8 9 ;  J . L .  Campbe ll , P oenamo , 
Lond on , 1 8 81 , ( Wh i tcome and Tomb reprint , 1 9 5 3 ) , p . 8 6 ;  
W .  Brown , New Z e a l an d  and I t s  Abor i g i ne s  . . . , Lon don , 
1 8 4 5 , p . 5 2 ;  Hodg sk i n , p .  1 0 ; Mark h am , p . 4 5 .  

4 1 . R . B . H .  Sh arp , ' Al c oho l in New Ze a la n d  1 6 4 2 -1 8 4 0 ' , B . A .  ( Hon s 
re s e arch ex e rc i s e , Ma s s e y  Uni ve r s i ty , 1 9 7 6 , p . l 6 .  

4 2 . P . P .  King , Journ a l  o f  a Vi s i t  to New Ze aland , 1 8 3 8 - 9 , 
-2 ( NP L/M , C76 4 ) , pp . 7 - 8 . 

4 3 .  S . G . , 7 Apri l  1 8 3 8 ; D . P .  Mi l l a r , ' Wh a le r s , Flax Trade rs 
and Maori s o f  the Cook S tr a i t  Are a : An Hi s tori c a l  S t udy 
i n  C u l t ural Con fron t a t i on ' ,  Dom i n i on Mus e um  Re cords i n  
E thn o log y , I I , no . 6 ,  Apr i l  1 9 71 , 6 9 . 

4 4 . Markh am , pp . 3 0  , 8 9 n . 1 4  . 

4 5 .  Mark h am , p .  5 2 . 
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trader s  who were in reg ul ar cont act wi th E uropean s . 

The val ue o f  iron as an i tem o f  b arte r  was we l l  

e stab l i shed in whi ch e ve r  part o f  New Z e a l and a E urope an 

trade r called . Al tho ugh Maori s we re i n troduce d to iron by 

the n a vi g ators , the i r  dem and for it , and p arti c ularly for 

finished too l s  s uc h  a s  axe s ,  adz e s , hoe s and spade s ,  

appe ared to be un ab ated throughout the period o f  thi s  s t udy . 

In the Bay o f  I s l an d s  are a the pro ce s s  o f  replacing Mao ri 

s tone and wooden impl emen ts wi th Europ e an iron too l s  was 

s aid , by one commen t ator , to h a ve been comp le ted by the 

m i d -1 8 30 s 
4 6  

b ut e ven the re the req ui rement .for mo re i r on ­

ware doe s n o t  s e em t o  h a ve dimini she d .  The demand thro ugh­

o ut New Ze a l an d  for i r on and i r on products contin tE d  to be 

l arge becaus e  l os s , b re ak age , r ust and we ar kept deple t i ng 

s to ck s . 

It  i s  not known when Maori s fi r s t  beg an to p urchase 

m uskets . Fi re arm s  we re certai n l y  as s o c i ated wi th the 

b arte ring o f  c arg oe s  o f  flax from the time S imeon Lord g ave 

Hong i , Pomare and Te Kok i m uske t s  in 1 81 5  in expe ctation 

o f  the i r  provi di n g  h im wi th flax . Betwee n  1 8 2 9  and 1 8 31 

arm s  we re a predom i n an t  part o f  all  the c argoe s in the 

s ample ( Appen dix 2 4 ) .  Thi s  was probab ly b e c a use most o f  the 

fl ax traded in the l ate 1 82 0 s  came from are as whe re the 

pe ople were sp ·ur re d  to t rade by a de s i re to arm them se l ve s  

artd to th us e sc ape b e ing ag ain dominate d b y  Bay o f  Is l ands 

Ng ap uh i . 

From 1 8 31 the re lati ve impor tance o f m uske ts i n  

the s amp le cargoe s ,  a n d  pre s unab ly thei r  val ue as a trade 

i tern , de clin e d . Large cargoe s o f  m uske t s  c i te d  in a m an i fe s t  

a fter th at yea r , s uc h  as the Byron 1 8 3 3 and the Bard as te r  

1 8 34 ,  we re an ind i c ation that the ve s s e l  was b o un d  for are as 

of New Ze a lan d  whe re m uske t s  were in short s upp ly . In the se 

ex am p le s  i t  was to Kawh i a an d Tol ag a  B ay th at they we re 

re spe cti ve ly bo un d . By 1 8 35 ,  howe ve r , m usk e t s  appe ar to< •have 

been o f  s uch lim i t e d  va l ue as trade i tems i n  some are as o f  

New Ze a l an d  th at cargoe s o f  them we re re t urne d to the 

c o loni e s  un so l d . Ex amp le s o f  thi s  i n c l ude the voyag e s  o f  

4 6 . Pol ack , Manners , I ,  1 9 4 -5 . 
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the Nimrod 1 8 35 whi ch vi s ited Po ve rty B ay , an d the Jarne s 

Laing 1 8 36 whi ch tri e d  to barte r m uskets in the Hok i anga .  

Even the Achi l le s  whi ch vi s i ted Me rc ury B ay and the we s t  coa s t 

(pre s um ab ly Kawh i a )  in 1 8 37 co Ul d not q ui t  more th an two 

case s  o f  m usk e ts . 

Thi s  di s c uss ion con fi rm s  Dorothy Ur l i ch ' s  analy s i s  

o f  the di f fusion o f  fi re arms i n  New Ze alan d .  She showe d 

tha t  fi rea rms we re fi r s t introduce d in the northern ports -

the B ay o f  I s lands an d Whang aroa . During the 1 82 0 s  

musk e ts we re spre ad to Maori s as far so uth a s  Gook Strai t .  

As m ore tribe s col le cted m uskets , e spe ci a ll y  thro u::rh trade , 

the y we re ab le to use them ag ai n s t  the i r  enem i e s  o r  to s e l l  

them t o  thei r al lie s .  In thi s  way , Urli ch arg ued , by 1 8 30 

mos t  o f  the c oastal h ap u  had at le ast one m usket fo r e ve ry 

two warri o rs . D uring the e ar ly 1 8 30 s , thr(!).ugh contin ue d  

war fare an d inte r-tribal trading a s  we l l  as thro UJ h  the 

medi um o f  E urope an trade , m uske t owne rship re ache d s at ur ­

ati on le ve l  ( one fi re arm pe r warrior)  i n  mos t  parts o f  the 

North I s l an d . The coroll ary to her arg unen t is that whe re 

the re was a s ur fe i t  o f  arms the re was also a dampening o f  

the mark e t  and deman d  for thern .
4 7  

The s ame c annot be s aid fo r the i tern s for whi ch the 

ex ten si ve use o f  m us ketry cre ate d a dem and - g unpowde r ,  

le ad , c artridge pape r ,  flin ts and carto uche box e s . The 

rn an i  fe s t s  showe d that the se i tern s con tin ue d  to form a part 

of  a lmo s t e ve ry cargo in the s amp le . Ear le  n oted thi s  e f fe c t  

i n  1 82 7 .  H e  said that whi le the B ay o f  I s l an ds Maori s had 

probab ly bo ught all  the m uske ts they nee de d  the re wo ul d  be 

a b o t tom le s s dem and for amm uni ti on an d powder to keep them 

fi ring . 
4 8  Naori s a l s o  l iked to keep l arge q uanti tie s  o f  

powde r ( and pre s um ab ly o the r acc o utrements ) on h an d . For 

4 7 .  D . U .  Ur l i ch , ' The In trod uction and Di f fus ion o f  
Fi re arms in New Zealand 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 4 0 ' ,  J . P . S . , LXXI X , 
n o .  4 ,  De cembe r 1 9 7 0 , 39 9 - 4 1 0 . 

4 8 .  Earle , pp . 8 4 -5 .  
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ins tan ce the trade r Be l l  reporte d t o  Co l one l Dtmare sq tha t  

he h ad met a chie f on the Kapi ti coa s t  i n  1 8 30 who had 

se ven h rmdredwe i g h t  of powde r s tored in hi s s leeping q uarte rs .  

othe r s , Be l l  wen t  on to a s se r t , kep t a s  m uch as a ton or two 

o f powde r . 4 9  Th us whi le the p urch a s ing o f  m uske t s  de c re ased 

during the 1 8 30 s , amm uni tion con tin ued to be a pop u�ar trade 

i tem . 

Iron pots , soap and tea were the othe r E urope an t rade 

goods whi ch we re frequent ly men tioned in the samp le cargoe s .  

These goods di d not come into general  use among· Maori s 

be fore 1 8 4 0 . On l y  those Maori s who l i ve d  ne ar m a j or trading 

o ut le t s  or  l arge E ur ope an se tt lemen t s  appe ar to have use d  

them con s i s tently . Fo r instanc e Jame son c l aimed that , b y  1 8 4 0 , 

i ron p ot s  were reg arded a s  indi spen s ible by Bay o f  I s l ands  

Maori s an d th at m o s t ho us eholds there appeared to h ave a t  

le ast one . 5 0  S o ap was reported to b e  one o f  the i tern s the 

mi s s i on aries exchanged for the pork , po tatoe s and m ai ze 

that Maoris broug h t  to se l l  at a ' fai r '  in Waimate in 1 8 35 . 5 1  

Parti cipating in the timber an d flax trade was one 

ro ute by whi ch a Maori trade r co uld acq ui re a varie ty o f  

E urope an goods . Maori demands changed wi th time and Mao ri s '  

t as te s o ften di f fe re d  according to the location o f  the i r  

hap u .  The l at te r  point i s  importan t  in  unde rstanding the 

s i gn i fi c ance o f  the changes in the o ve r a l l  compos i ti on o f  

the c argoe s d uring the 1 8 30 s  ( Appendix 2 5 )  . . In cre a s ing ly 

they inc l ude d i tem s s uch as a lcohol , i ron pots , soap , te a 

ru1d E urope an c l o thing i tems that app e a r  to have been 

l i t t le use d  in New Z e a l and outside of the a re as whe re 

E urope an s were re s i dent in large n unbe r s . The in fe rence i s  

tha t  a fter 1 8  36 timber trade ve s se ls we re bormd ,for trading 

wit h  Maori s who we re li ving in ports whi ch h ad a l a rge 
E urope an p op ulace . Thi s is con s i s tent v1i th the con c l usion 

o f  an e arlier chapte r ,  that the timber trade was b ased on 

cen t re s  which h ad s i gni fi can t  E urope an p op ulati on s . 

4 9 . Be l l  to D um are sq , C02 01/2 2 3 ,  f .  36 7 a .  
5 0 .  Jame son , pp . 2 31 ,  2 35 .  
5 1 . C .  Darwin , The Voyage o f  the Be ag le , (new edi tion ) , 

Lon don , 1 9 5 9 , p .  4 1 1 . 
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The use o f  E urope an goods h ad a signi fi c ant impact 

o n  pre - con tact Maori technolog y .  It al so indi re c t ly a ffe cte d  

m any a spe cts o f  Maori s 1  s o c i a l  and c ult ural l i fe .  Timbe r and 

flax t rade rs ,  howeve r , rare ly con ce rne d themse l ve s  with the 

se con dary conseq uen ce s  o f  p ro vi ding Maori s wi th E urope an 

goods . The i r  o ve rriding a im was to o f fe r to Mao r i s  any i tem s 

whi ch wo uld i n d uce them to p rep are cargoe s  o f  wood or fib re . 

Noneth e le s s  s om e  con temporari e s  d i d  take the time to m ak e  

obs e r vations abo ut the e ffe cts o f  the in trod uc t.ion o f  

ce rtain goods notab ly b l ankets , E uropean clothing , 

tobacc o , a rms and amm un i tion . 

Edward Markham \vrote 1 R un , B lankets , Muske t s , 

Tobacco and Di s e ases have been the g re a t  de s t royersLQ f  Maori � 1 • 

Ear l i e r  i n  h i s  acco oot he had c l aime d that the Maori s 1 
mi s use o f  b l anke ts was the re ason for the pre va len ce o f  

con s umption i n  New Zea lan d .  In s upport o f  thi s  he c i te d  

the c ase o f  a Maori who wore three b lank e ts in the he ight o f  

s umme r b ut who , by the win te r ,  had g i ven two away an d was 

con ti n ua l ly cold . 
5 2  

The We s leyan mission ary Jame s B ul l e r  

was a ls o  con ce rned that , along wi th war fare , b a d  die t an d 

un c l e an l ine s s , the in j udi cio us use o f  E urope an c lothing and 

b lank e ts was contri b uting to Maori pop ulati on de c l in e . He 

g a ve as his ex amp le Maor i s  who wore two b lank e ts at on ce 

on ly to take the b l anke t s  o ff to lie on the damp g r o und whe n  

they g o t  too hot . 5 3  Othe r commen tators and write rs m ade 

sim i l a r  cl aim s abo ut the e f fe cts o f  the rep la cemen t  o f  

trad i ti on al Maori c l othing by E urope an e q ui va lents .
5 4  

Mark h am a l so c l aime d , on the b as i s  o f  hi s vi s i ts to 

the B ay o f  I s lands in 1 8  34 , that 1 E urope an clothing i s  

be c om i n g  s o  n e ce s s ary to them now , tha t  the N ati ve s  are fas t  

1o . h f k '  I 5 5  
h '  d l '  ' ·. O §...e ing t e a r t  o Mat t m a  1ng . T 1 s  apparent e c  1ne 1n 

c l o ak p ro d uc t i on was ag ain unde r lined l ate in 1 8 36 .  At tha t  

5 2 . Markham , pp . 4 7 ,  8 3 .  

5 3 . J .  B ul le r to W .  Lawry , 6 Octobe r 1 8 38 ,  ( NLA , MS4 0 2 0 ,  
NK2 2 31 ) p . 1 6  3 . 

5 4 . Wright , pp . . 7 8 - 8 0 ; · K .  Shawcro s s , 1 Maori s o f  the Bay 
o f  I s l ands , 1 7 6 9 - 1 8 4 0 1 , 1'-l . A .  t he s i s , Auck l an d  Uni ve r ­
s i ty , 1 9 6 7 ,  pp . 2 6 3 ,  3 4 0 . 

5 5 . t-1arkham , p .  6 6n . 
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time Bay Ha,ori s we re preparing for war and they had to 

prod uce so man y  new kahu kuri ( dog s k in cloak s ) for the 

warring chie fs that they nee ded to import dog sk i n s  from 

New S o uth Wa l e s . 5 6  

The e vidence provide d  by con temporary wri ters a l s o  

s ugg e s ts that t h e  sm oking o f  tobacco by both Maori s and 

E urope an s  assi s ted in improving re l ation s  be tween them . 

Thi s  sen se o f  c am araderie i s  portrayed in  Pol ack ' s  m any 

de s c ripti on s o f  h i s s itting aro und a fi re o ften in  m i s e r­

ab le and damp c on di ti on s , talking an d smok ing wi th hi s 

Maori g uide s . 5 7  Sim i lar ly a me asure o f  tobacco b e c ame an 

acceptab le and , for Europe an s , an inexpen s i ve and wi ll ingly 

gi ven form o f  ut u.  For ins tan ce when Mark ham ' s  dog Ven us 

bi t Moe tara ' s bared b uttock , the chi e f dem an ded one fig 

o f  tobac co for e ve ry too th mark . Markham cheer fully parte d  

wi th e ight fi g s  a s  compen sation for a crime whi ch i n  e ar l i e r  

years m ay h ave c o s t  h i s  dog ' s  ( or hi s own ) li fe . 5 8  \1/'here as  

pre vi o us ly E urope an s  had re sented being ob lige d to  p ro vi de 

ut u fo r crime s the y  we re often un aware that they we re 

comm i tting , the a lmo s t  ri tuali zed payments o f  tob ac co b ec am e  

a sm a l l  pri ce to pay to re cti fy re lat i on s  between them s e l ve s  

and Maori s .  

Trade rs an d other contemporary commentators ten de d  to 

the view that the in troduction o f  muske ts did not in cre as e  the 

b f 1 . 1 . f . f 5 9  Th n urn er o cas ua t1e s  re s u t1ng rom Mao r1 -v1ar a re . e y  

5 6  . S . G . , 2 6 N o vember 1 8 36 . 

5 7 .  See , for example , Pol ack , New Zealand , I ,  1 5 3 .  

5 8 . Markham , p .  30 . 

5 9 . B igg e to Bath urs t ,  2 7  February 1 8 2 3 ,  B . T . , Box 2 8 , pp . 
7 1 9 0 - 71 9 1 ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  5 8 9 ;  Be l l  to D unare sq , C02 0 1 /  
2 2 3 ,  f . 36 8 a ; J .  B uller to Mi s s  Dawe s , 2 Jan uary 1 8 37 ,  
( NLA , MS4 0 2 0 , NK2 2 31 )  I P� l 5 . 
S uch a view contradi cts the vi ew advan ced by seve ra l  
twen tie th cen tury wri ters , fo r ex amp le Wrigh t ,  Chapte r 
V ;  Shawcro s s , pp . l 9 5 , 2 6 1 -2 ; J .  Binne y , ' Chri s t i an i ty 
and the Maori s to 1 8 4 0 : A Commen·t ' ,  N . Z . J . H . , I I I , 
no . 2 ,  Octobe r 1 9 6 9 ,  1 6 3 ;  A . R .  Vayda , War in Ecolo g i c al 
Per spe ctive , New York , 1 9 7 6 , Chapter IV . 



2 0 9  

conc lude d thi s  because the weapon s re ce i ve d  by Maori s ,  

at l e a s t  i n  the 1 8 2 0 s , we re o f  a poor q uality and bec ause 

Maor i s , gene rally , we re inexpe r t  in handling the new weapon s . 

The mos t common t ype o f  fi re arm taken to New Ze a l an d  

be fo re 1 8 4 0 , and the type o f  a ction mos t  pre fe rred by Maori s ,  
6 0  

was the flint- lock m uske t , a ltho ugh the New Z e a lande rs 

we re a l s o  repor ted in pos se s s i on 

and do ub le -barre l led shotg un s . 6 3  

. 6 1  6 2  
o f  pl s to l s  , cannon s 

Unde r opt im un condi t:ion s 

a we l l-kept flint- lo ck m uske t being use d  by an expe rt 
. . . . . 

. 6 A 
mark sm an was an lne f fl cl e n t  and lnacc ur ate fl rearm . - The 

we apon s sold to Maori s were , at be s t , se cond rate . For 

instan ce Ge orge Bayly re corde d that Pe ter Di l lon had bo ught 

second-han d  m uskets to e x chang·e for timbe r an d that the 

crew spent m uch time on the voyage to New Ze alan d  in c le an ing 

an d p ol i shing the iron a c t i on so that it wo uld be shiny enough 

to de ce i ve the Mao ri s .
6 5  

S imi larly Be l l  in fo rm e d  D um are sq 

that , i n i ti a l l y , pro vi di ng a trade r co uld m an age to fire the 

m uske t o n ce1 he could s e l l  i t .
6 6  

By the e arly 1 8 30 s , howe ver , 

the Maor i s  we re sk i l le d  at se le c ting the be s t  o f  the fi re a rm s  

and Jarne s  B usby repo r te d  that o n e  maste r  c o uld n o t  se l l  a 
cargo o f  m uskets because they we re ' S ing l e  bridle d ' an d t.h us 

d ' d  t 
' 

' f ' ' 
6 7  l n o  mee t  Maorl spe c l  l catlon s . 

6 0 .  R .  McNab , The Old Wha ling Days , Chri s t ch urch , 1 9 1 3 ,  
p .  1 6 1 ; J .  B usby to A .  B usby , 1 !1arch 1 8 39 ,  J .  B us by , 
Le t te rs to Jame s B usby , 1 8 30 -1 8 6 6 ; and Le t te rs from 
B usby to hi s bro the r Alex ande r , 1 8 3 0 -9 , (WTu,  qMS BUS ) 
E .  Carnpbe l l , The Pre sen t S tate , Re source s and Pro spe c t s  
o f  New Zea l an d , Lon don , 1 8 4 0,. p . l 8 .  

6 1 . E .  B e s t , ' No te s  on the Art o f  War ' , J . P . S . , X I I I , l 3 . 

6 2 . Pol ack , Mann e rs , I I , 9 5 ; Markharn , p . 3 8 .  

6 3 . Markham , p .  4 8 ;  ' Re cords o f  the Uni te d  S t ate s  Exp l oring 
Expedi tion Un de r the Command of Lie utenan t  Char le s  
Wi lkes , 1 8 36 - 4 2 ' ,  ( NPL/M , FM 4 / 4 6 2 1 ) , f . 3 8 a . 

6 4 .  T . H .  Mc Guf fi e , ' M usk e t  an d Ri fle : Part Two ' Hi s to ry 
Today , V I I , July 1 9 5 7 , 4 7 4 . 

6 5 . G .. Bayly , Se a -Li fe Six ty Ye ars Ago , London , l 8 8 5 . , pp . l 0 9 , 1 1 2  

6 6 . Be l l  to D um are sq , C02 0 1 /2 2 3 ,  f . 36 4b . 

6 7 .  J .  B usby , A B ri e f Memoi r  Re lati ve to the I s l ands o f  New 
Z e a land , J une 1 8  31 , C02 0 9 /1 , f . 1 8  8b ; Be l l  to Durnaresq , 
C 02 0 l /2 2 3 ,  f .  36 4b ; S . H .  1 1  May 1 8 37 .  
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The g unpow de r c ar tridg e s  and m uske t  bal l s  use d  

in the m uske t s  we re a l so o f  a poo r q ual i ty and wer e  o ften 

in short s upp l y . For e x amp le Mao ri s us ually s tored the 
6 8  

powde r unde r i n adequate she lte r  and s o  i t  o ften g o t  wet . 

Occasion al l y , too , t rade r s  who we re anx i o us to spre a d  the i r  

me agre t r ade i tem s a s  far a s  po s s ib le were not ad ve rse to 
6 9  

adding s an d  t o  the powde r . . On the othe r han d  i t  was a 

pauci ty o f  s uppl y  that led Maori s to m ake cartri dge c as e s  

from p ape r torn from book s and t o  s ub s t.i t ute pe ach s tone s  
' 7 0  or p ie ce s  o f  m e  1 te d down pewte r spoon s for m uske t  b a l l s . 

Maori s i n  the northe rn reg ion s o f  New Ze a l an d  appe are d , 

to A ug us t us E a r le , to be a frai d when handling m uske t s  and to 

be lm S ure o f  thei r  aim un le s s  they were ve ry c lose to the i r  
7 1  

targ e t .  Ten yea rs late r ,  in 1 8  3 7 , ano the r wri te r c l aime d  

that Maori s were s ti l l lo ading the i r  m uske ts in corre c t ly , 

we re n ot taking aim be fore fi ring , and were shooting a t  s uch 

a d i s t an ce from the i r  targ e t  that the b a l l s  we re un like ly 

to re ach i t . In h i s  opinion m o s t  o f  the k i lling was b ei ng 

carri e d  o ut using tradi tion al we apon s . 
7 2  

Inde e d  some Naor i s 

we re a l s o  open l y  s co rn ful o f  m uskets , whi ch they con s i de re d  

to be ine f:te ct ua l  i n s tr unen ts for attack . 
7 3 

6 8 . er ui se , p .  1 9  2 . 

6 9 .  A .  S uthe r l an d , B arte r and Coin ag e s  o f  Early Ne\v 
Ze a l an d , New Plym outh , 1 9 39 ,  p .  · 2 9 .  

7 0 . Be s t ,  ' No te s ' , J . P . S . ,  X I I I ,  1 4 -1 5 ;  Markham , p . 9 2 .  

7 1 . Earle , pp . 9 2 - 3 ; see also Crui se , p .  1 9 2 .  

7 2 . S . H . , l l May 1 8 37 . On th i s  poin t  see a l so Po l ack , 
Mann e rs , I I , 9 6 ; Die ffenbach , I I , 1 2 6 ; Pol a ck , New 
Ze a l an d , I I , 36 , 1 2 2 -5 ;  J . R .  Elde r, ed . , The Lette r s  
and Journa l s  o f  S am ue l  Mars den , Dun e din , 1 9 32 ,  pp . 2 6 6 - 7 ; 
A .  Sharp/ e d .  , D upe r rey ' s  Vi s i t  to New Ze a l an d  i n  1 82 4 , 
We l lington , 1 9 71 , flle re a fte r ci te d  D upe rreyJ , p .  1 0 3 ;  
A . R .  P arson s on , ' The Exp an sion o f  a Compe t1 ti ve Soci e t y : 
A S t udy i n  Nine teen th-Ce nt ury Maori Hi s tory ' ,  N . Z . J . H . , 

. X I V , n o . 1 ,  Apri l l 9 B O ,  5 4 . 
· 

7 3 .  Pol a ck , New Z e a l an d , I ,  1 75 ;  S .  Lock e , ' Hi s tori cal 
Tradi tion s o f  the Ta upo and East Coa s t  Tri be s ' , 
Tran s action s and Proceedings o f  the New Ze a l and 
In s ti tute , 1 8 82 ,  XV , 4 4 4 . 
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The va l ue for a l\1aori o f  pos se s sing a m uske t ,  the 

European s be lie ve d , was the psycholog i cal  powe r i t  g a ve to 

its owne r .  The strength o f  a hap u or tribe came to be c a l ---
7 4  culated on the n unbe r o f  weapon s i t  co uld m uste r , an d the 

know le dg e  that e ven a ve ry sm a l l  gro up could g athe r eno ug h  

fi repowe r to de fenq i tse l f  reportedly l e d  to a le s s ening in 

the amo m t o f  war fare in the 1 8  30 s .  7 5 Th us Po lack c laimed 

th at the general arn1amen t o f  the 1 8 30 s  had re s tore d the 

eq ui libr i um  be tween the vario us tribe s . For that re ason , he  

con c l ude d , hono ur was satis fied during the Pom are - Ti to re 

war o f  1 8 37 a fte r se ve ral h un dre d tho us and shots were 

fi re d an d on ly a few pe op le we re ki lled . 7 6  

A MAORI ' S  in vo lvement i n  the proce ssing and s e l l ing o f  wood 

and fibre appe ars to have had a di re ct impact on h i s  work 

patte rn s , soci al obli gations , war fare , and s i te s o f  wo rk an d 

re sidence . 

One conseq uence·  o f  the de ci s ion to p roduce comme rci a l  

quan t i ti e s  o f  timber and flax was the large amoun t  o f  time 

in vo l ve d . Scraping flax was a laborio us and boring task . 

Shephe rd ' s  E urope an in formant , James Cadde l l ,  de s c ribed the 

me thod t h us : 

Fi r s t  choose the fine st le ave s  o f  full g rowth c ut 
them and stripe abo ut a q uarte r o f  an inch wide and 
al l the ( leng th ? )  o f  the le a fe o f f  the o uter e dge s 
then s trip the hard s ubs tan ce out o f  the centre i f  
the le a fe when so done two flat pi ece s o f  the le a fe 
wi l l  then remain The uppe r or smooth shiny s i de i s  
the side on whi ch the flax grows the s i de oppos i te 
to i t  sho uld be c ut across ne arly thr o ug h  wi th a 
Mus s e l  s he ll or Kni fe abo ut Nine in ch from the 
upper point o f  the le a fe when so done p lace the 
Mus s e l she ll wi th the right h and exactly oppo si te 

7 4 . Cr ui se , p .  1 9 2 ; Be l l  to D umare sq , C02 0 1 /2 2 3 ,  f . 3 6 6 b . 

75 . S . H . , 3 0  March 1 8 37 .  

7 6 . P o l ack , Manne rs , I I , 2 0 -2 2 . 
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the c ut on the othe r s i de o f  the le a fe and wi th 
the le ft hand hold the end o f  the le a f  and draw 
i t  s ti ll holding the she l l  wi th the right h and 
and the fl ax wi l l  enti re ly sepe rate from the 
l e a fe and when so done the flax req ui re s  nothi ng 
m ore to be done b ut to dry i t  unti l l  i t  i s  
h uk le d  - • 7 7  

cadde l l  e stim ate d  tha t  a wom an co uld dre s s  twenty pounds o f  

flax a day ; b ut Shepherd fo und that fi ve to s ix po unds was 
• 1 •  • 

7 8  h • f I k h I the m ax 1m um  1m1 t .  T e wr1 te r o S e tc e s  o f  New Ze <:1 l and 

cl aimed that an ex ceptionally good day might prod uce fi fteen 

po unds o f  dre s se d  flax , a ltho tgh ten po unds was .;=t ve rage . 7 9  

Howe ve r Die f fenbach fe lt that ten po unds co uld on ly be 

achi e ve d  by a sk i lled ope rator on a g ood day . 8 0  M ultiplying 

the a ve rage dai ly prod uction by the large tonnag e s  o f  flax 

exported from New Zea land g i ve s  s am e  indi cati on o f  the time 

that was nee de d  to be de vote d to flax preparati on and the 
81 potenti a l  change in Maori work patte rn s . No t i n c l uded in the 

ca l c ulati on s  abo ve are othe r aspec t s  o f  the flax trade , for 

ins tan ce the l abo ur in vol \e d  in the b ui lding o f  a flax 

storehouse or the time taken to find and c ut the le a ve s , 

to b und le them and to tran sport them to the neare s t  port . 

The travai l w as ex ce l lent ly portrayed by J lrlg e  Maning : 

7 7 . 

7 8 � 

7 9 . 

8 0 . 

81 . 

82 . 

!a_l sma l l  hap u ,  or c l an , had to m an ufac.t ure , 
sp urred by the pen alty o f  de ath , in the s horte s t  
pos s i b le time , one h undred ton s o f  fl ax , s craped 
by h and with a she l l , bi t by bit , morse l by 
morse l ,  h a l f-q uarte r  o f  an o un ce at a time . 8 2  

T .  Shephe rd , Jo urn a l  on the Brig Ros ann a on the 
Co a s t s  o f  New Zea l and , 5 March - 1 2  No vem ber 1 8 2 6 , 
( NP L/M , FM 3/1 2 0 ) , p . l 4 ; a l s o  B .  Howard , Rak i ur a , 

A Hi s tory o f  Stewart I s l and , New Ze a l and , Dunedi n , 
1 8 4 0 , p .  36 4 .  

Shephe rd , p .  1 4 ; Howard , p .  36 4 .  

S . H . , 1 J une 1 8 37 .  

Die f fenbach , I I , 5 4 .  

It. wi l l  be re cal le d  tha t not a l l  the flax tha t  was 
exporte d had been dre s se d  and m uch of it was i n  a 
g reen s tate . 

F . E .  Man ing , Old New Ze a land : A Ta le o f  the Good 
Old Tim e s  . • .  by a Pakeha Maori , 1 8 8 7 , ( Golden 
Pre s s  e di tion , 1 9 7 3) , pp . 2 1 1 -2 . 



The timbe r trade was no l e s s  dem an ding . Po l ack 

pro vi de d  hi s re ade rs wi th the fol lowing de s c ription o f  

tre e - fe l ling an d removal : 

21 3 

The us ua l me thod i s  to c ut v1i th axe s  near the 
base o f  the tree , when a party in turn are soon 
able to e f fe c t  the ir purpose . They next at·tend 
to dragging the spar ( tree ) thro ugh the b ush 
to the wate r ;  thi s con s um e s  m uch time and 
labo ur ; sm a l l  ro und piece s  o f  timbe r being lai d  
do""m a s  "ways " for the spar to g li de ove r .  
The time con s um e d  in thi s work depen ds 
prin cipa l ly on the n ature of the lo ca l i ty ; some 
t re e s  have taken no l e s s  th an th ree mon'ths ' 
con tinual work to remove from the p lace i t  had 
fallen to the wate r - s ide . 

He wen t on to point o ut that in no rthe rn New Zealand a l l  the 

timber n e ar the wate r had been med (by 1 8 37 )  an d that t re e s  

had to be dragge d from e ven fur the r di s tan ce s . They we re 

al so fl oated down creek s and ri ve r s  whi ch 1 in consequen ce , 

be came b locked an d whi ch we re the reby rende re d use le ss  fo r 
8 3  tr an sportation purpose s .  Polack 1 s e s timate o f  three mon ·ths 1 

e ffort seem s  rathe r exce s s i ve . Howe ve r hi s de s c ription 

cle a r ly indi cate s that the timbe r trade was ve ry dem an ding 

o f  Maori s 1 time . 

Mos t o f  the Maori s i n vol ved in the trade appear 

to h a ve i n c re ased production of  fibre and wood seemingly 

witho ut inte rr uption to the i r  patte rn o f  dai ly and se ason a l  

work . The p lanting and h arve s ting o f  ann ual crop s ,  for examp le , 

apparently took pre cende n ce to the prep�ration o f  timbe r and 

flax . 'rh us E urope an s we re freq uently reported to h ave fo und 

a l l  Maori work in the trade at a h a l t  during the months 

Octobe r - De cember and Febr uary-March ( the pre ci se date s varied 

wi th s e ason al factors and the lo cation o f  the h ap u) during 

whi ch times  Maori s p l anted and harve s te d  the i r  crop s . 8 4  

The timber and fl ax t rade ' s  potenti al  fo r alte ring 

tradi t i on a l  work pat tern s was con tained to some ex tent by 

8 3 .  Po lack , Manne rs , I ,  1 6 9 ; also Campbe ll , Poenam o ,  
pp . 4 3- 4 5 . 

84 . See , for ex ample , B usby , Memoi r ,  C02 0 9 /l , f . l 8 6 a ; 
T .  McDonne l l  to R .  Jone s  & Co , 1 7  Septembe r 1 8 35 ,  
in Ri 1ey Pape r s , Documents 1 8 1 7 - 1 8 5 6 , ( NPL/M , Al 0 9 ) , 
p .  9 4 ; Crui se , p .  1 6 3 .  
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the introduction o f  E uropean technology and the exten s i ve 

use o f  s la ve s . He avy vmrk s uch as digging and c le aring was 

pe r fo me d  m ore qui ck ly an d e asi ly using metal tool s  in 

place o f  s tone and wooden one s . Also the time de voted to 

s uch tas k s  as fashion ing fi sh hooks from s tone , bone or 

she l l  an d the wea ving o f  mats diminished as many Maori s 

came to use me t a l  fi sh hook s and to di spl ay a pre fe ren ce 

fo r b l ank e ts as the i r  ordinary atti re . 

S la ve s  were c ap tured in large n umbe rs by the Ngapuhi 

during the i r  raids in the 1 8 2 0 s and we re taken b ack to the 

northe rn ports . The y  we re used primari l y  to in cre ase ag r i ­

cultural p roduction so that the Ngap 1ilii could s upply 

vi s iting E urope an ve s s e l s . S lave s  we re a lso use d  to ass i s t  

wi th the other bran che s o f  Maori -Europe an trade including 
8 5  scraping flax and d ragg ing spars to ve sse l s . Te Rauparaha , 

on the othe r hand , le ft most o f  his ce feated enem i e s  in 

posse s s i on o f  thei r  lands . In re t urn he exacte d trib ute and 

labo ur se r vi ce s  from the se peop le . 8 6  I t  i s  s ai d  that Te 

Ra uparah a  h ad upwards o f  2 0 0 0  s l ave s 8 7  and in the e a r ly 

1 8 3 0 s  the y  provide d mos t  o f  the flax whi ch he trade d wi th 
8 8  E ur opean s . Apparen tly Te Rauparaha p lace d s uch he avy 

demands on the se people th at the Ng atimut unga cho se to le a ve 

for the Chatharn I s l ands rathe r than con tin ue to s ubmi t  to 

h . 8 9  lm . 

S ome Maori s ,  there fore , seemed able to invo lve 

themse l ve s  i n  the trade wi th o ut obvious interruption to the i r  

dai ly an d se ason a l  work patte rn s . Howe ve r i n  the Hok i anga , 

from the m i d -1 8 30 s , commen t ators increasingly repo rted th at 

Maori s were de voting themse l ve s  to work ing in the timber 

trade througho ut the ye ar . The ·E uropean s  he ld that thi s 

85 . Shawcro s s , p .  2 7 2 ; Parson son , 5 3 . 

8 6 . Thi s  was a common practi ce - Be s t , ' Note s ' ,  J . P � . 
XII , 1 6 5 . 

8 7 .  J . . Ruthe r ford , Pape rs 1 9 2 6 -1 9 6 3 ,  ( AU 1 Box XXI , fol der 
1 ,  F . 31/l ) , ' Note on Maori Cas ua l ti e s  in the i r  Tri b al 
War s , 1 8 0 1 -1 8 4 0 ' , p .  5 .  

8 8 . P .  B urns , •re Ra uparah a. :  A New Pe rspe c t i ve , We l lington , 
1 9  8 0  1 P • 1 31 .  

8 9 . S .  H .  , 7 Apri 1 1 8  36 . 
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imp li e d  a wi llingne s s  on the part o f  Maori s the re to take 
9 0  a ful le r part i n  the trade . The We s le yan mi s s ion arie s ,  

ru1 d some vi s i tors to the Hok i ang a ,  howe ve r , charg ed that 

the ch ange had been force d on Maori s by the timbe rmen . 

The E urope an trade rs reporte d ly p ut the Maori s i nto deb t  

by s upplying them with b l anke ts , al coho l and tobacco on 

cre di t  to s uch an ex tent th at the Maori s be came un ab le to 

pay for the goods wi tho ut de voting them s e l ve s  a lmo s t  

ex c l  us i ve ly to wo rk ing for E urope ans . Thi s i n  t urn mean t  

that work s uch a s  plan ting and harve s ting was neg le cted 

beca use the Maori s we re too b us y  l abo uring to c l e ar the i r  

debt s . Th us , a fte r a s tren uo us day in the fo re s t , a Maori 

may have re turned to a me a l  whi ch con s i s ted o f  l i t t le more 

than fe rn roots be ca use his  neg l e c t  o f  h i s  c ulti vation s 

me an t that he had li ttle e l se to e a t . More ove r  working in 

damp fore s t s  in duced , or at le ast aggravate d Europe an ­

introd uce d colds and i l lne s s e s  among Maori worke rs . 9 1  

The gene ral e f fe c t  o f  thi s incre ased l abo ur and 

impove ri shed di e t  was an ob vious de c l ine in the hea lth o f  

Hok i anga Maori s .. 
9 2  In 1 8 3 7 the WMS mi s s i onary Wi l li am  \voon 

cite d me di al opinion that ' thro ugh h ard Work and s c anty Die t  

many o f  the Nati ve s  engaged i n  the Timber Tr ade are sho rten ­

ing the i r  Li ve s ' an d by 1 8 4 0  Je rningham Wake fie ld c laimed 

that the i r  de votion to the timber trade had le ft Hok i ang a 

Maori s le s ser in ' s tature ' and ' m us c ular power ' th an Maori s 

he had seen e lsewhe re in New Ze a l and . 9 3  

9 0 . McDonne l l  to R .  Jon e s  & Co , 1 7  September 1 8 35 ,  
(NPL/M , Al 0 9 ) , p .  9 5 . 

91 . J .  B ut le r , 2 5  September 1 8 39 ,  ci ted i n  Owen s ,  
' We s leyan Mi s s ion ' ,  p .  6 8 8 ;  Beecham , e vi den ce , an d 
FitzRoy , e viden ce , 1 8 3 8 Report , pp . l 6 7 ,  1 8 3-4 . 

9 2 .  Tawe l l , e vidence , 1 8 3 8 Report , pp . l l 9 - 2 0 . Maning 
c l aimed that the fl ax trade -had a l s o  con trib uted to 
Maori i l l -he alth Maning , pp . 2 0 6 -2 1 4 .  

9 3 . Beecham , e vi den ce , 1 8 3 8 Report , p .  30 8 ;  E . J .  Wake­
fie l d ,  Adven t ure in New Ze a lan d , from 1 8 3 9 to 1 8 4 4 , 
2 vo l s , Lon don , 1 8 4 5 , ( Wi l son an d Horton facsimi le , 
n . d . ) , I ,  1 5 2 - 3 .  
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I t  was a ls o  c laimed that b y  the l ate 1 8 30 s  the 

food s it ation was so acute that Hok i anga Maori s , inste ad 

o f  producing en o ugh potatoe s an d mai ze  to s us tain an export 

trade wi th New S o uth Wale s an d Van Diemen ' s  Land as they 

had done fome rly , we re ob liged to import food from as far 

so uth as Cook S trai t to s us tain themse l ve s . They probab ly 

also p urchased E urope an foodstuffs impo rte d  from the 

colonie s . I t  was a g reat concern to some commentators that 

the food be ing bro ught in to  feed the Maori s was being 

tran sporte d and re tai led thro ug h  the agency o f  E urope an 

traders . Th i s  they s aw as me re ly extending the vi cious 
. 1 f . . 

.
d b d 9 4  c1 r c  e o Maor1 1 n  e te ne s s . 

There are other explanation s an d counte rc laims for 

the se obse rvations o f  i l lne s se s  among s t  Maori s on the Ri ver . 

For ins tan ce Wake fie l d  was de scribing Hoki ang a Maori s j us t  

a fter they h ad s u ffe red the e ffects o f  a debi li tating 

in fl uen z a  vi r us whi ch. had been introduce d  by immig rants from 

Ne\v South Wales and Van Diemen ' s Land in 1 8  39 . 9 5  Moreove r  

the re m ay h ave been an e lement o f  ex agge ration in the 

mi s si on ary accounts . Thus , for examp le , Dande son C .oate s , 

the l ay secretary o f  the CMS , cl aimed ne ve r  to have he ard 

o f  the apparen tly se rious s i t uation in the Hok i ang a . 9 6  Thi s  

i s  signi fi cant for a ltho ugh CMS m i s s i on arie s did not l i ve 

in the Hok i anga they di d vi s i t  i t , an d in othe r m atters 

showe d them s e l ve s  to be aware of e vents ·a f fe cting Maori s and 

Europe an s  on th at Ri ve r .  Also the p urcha s ing o f  food from 

other locali ties nee d  not have been an i l l  e f fe ct o f  trading . 

Pe rhaps the return s to be g aine d from de voting a l l  the i r  

time t o  timbe r trading we re l arge enough to make i t  more 

pro fi tab le for Maoris to p urchase s upp l i e s  than to take time 

o f f  to c ultivate and har ve s t  the i r  own . 

9 4 .  Tawe l l , e vi dence , and Bee cham , e vi den ce , 1 8 3 8 Report , 
pp . l l 9 , 30 8 ;  Owens , ' We s leyan Mi s s ion ' , pp . 6 6 7 - 8 . 

9 5 . Co lon i s t , 1 1  May 1 8 39 .  
9 6 . Coates , e vi dence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 8 3 . 
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On b a l an ce i t  wo ul d appe ar th at whi le the working 

patte rn s o f  many Maori traders we re l i ttle a ffe c ted by the i r  

parti c i p ation i n  the timbe r and fl ax trade , for othe rs 

(no t ab ly some o f  those in the Hok i anga )  the re s ul ts o f:'  the i r  

in vo lvement we re e vi dent in the i r  mo ve at..vay from c ul ti vating 

the i r  own food and by a comparati ve ly g re ate r de c line in 

the i r  he a lth . 

Maori s ' soci a l  ob lig ation s  a l so came into con fli c t  

with the i r  work in the trade . E urope an t rade rs o ften 

expre s se d  the i r  annoyan ce th at Maori s ' comm i tmen ts to 

re l i g i o us an d soci al ce remon i e s  freq uen t ly s upe rseded the i r  

work a s  t rade r s . For ins tan ce a s topwork during the loading 

o f  HMS Dromed ary in the B ay o f  I s lands in 1 82 0  was 

occ as i oned by local Maori s '  duty to a tten d  a fune ra1 .
9 7 

Howe ve r by the 1 8  30s , at least in the m a j o r  trading ports , 

Maori keenne s s  to trade oc cas i on a l ly o ve rrode the i r  soci a l  

commi tmen t s . For ex ample Aug us tus Earle re corde d that in 

1 8 2 7 Hok i ang a Maori s we re faced wi th the choi ce be tween 

atte n ding tangi observan ce s  and trading . ' Avari ce overcame 

fi li a l  a f fe ction ' an d the Maori s con tin ue d  to trade . Thi s 

g re atly s ati s fi ed Ea r le who regarded i t  as a s ign t.hat  an 

in vo l vement in comme rce wo uld soon rid Maori s  o f  the i r  

' barbaro us rite s • . 9 8  

It c annot be as s umed that thi s was the gene ra l case 

or th a t  it was typi c a l  o f  Naori trade rs thro ugho ut New 

Ze a l an d . Nor can it be shown th at trading was alone respon s ­

i b le for any ch ange s .  To some extent the q ue s tion ing o f  the 

tradi tion a l  !:_ap u sys tem that appe are d  to be occurring in 

those p a rt s  o f  New Ze al and whe re Maori s h ad con t act with 

Europe an trade rs wa s al so re spon s i b le for le s sening the 

time s pent in tradi tion a l  re ligious obs e rvance s .  On the othe r 

9 7 . Cr ui s e , p .  9 9  
9 8 .  Earle , p .  9 6 . 
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hand Chri s ti an Maor i s  o ften fo un d  th at the req ui rements o f  

the i r  new re ligion a f fe cted the i r  work p atterns an d  trading . 

Thi s  was obvious , for examp le1 from Maori s tatements abo ut 

the soul-se arching they face d when choos ing b e tween more 

d h . . - d '  9 9  faith ful ly serving God .:m t e 1 r  comm1 tment to tra 1ng . 
More o ve r  for Hok i ang a .Maori s  the req ui re d  prepar-

ation s and trave l ling for S abbath worship c ould , at the 

ex treme , occupy three or fo ur days o f  the i r  week . 1 0 0 

Compe ti tion be tween Haori trade rs for the perce i ve d  

bene fi ts  t o  be g aine d from the timber and fl ax trade 

appeared to sim ultane ous l y  promote and check Maori war fare . 

The trade - re lated inten s i fied ri valry be tween Maori groups 

re vo l ve d  aro und two i s s ue s : who had the right to  s e l l  

parti c ul ar stan ds o f  wood o r  pho rmi um ; an d who had the right 

to trade wi th Europe ans . 

Timber an d flax we re not m a j o r  i tern s  in the pre -

1 7 6  9 Maori economy . 1 01 In those time s the re wouJ_d h ave 

seemed to be p lenty o f  both commoditie s to s ati s fy the sma l l  

Maori dem and for them . I t  also appe ars that the ovmership o f  

fore s ts and fl ax swamps was on ly vag ue ly de fined , i f  a t  a l l . 

As one old man in Te Taon ui ' s  Popoto h ap u  on the Wai ho u  

Ri ve r i n  the Hok i ang a  s tated i n  1 82 7  to the WMS mi s sion ary 

John Hobbs : 

9 9 . 

l O O .  

1 0 1 . 

1 0 2 .  

Be fore ships c ame e ve ry p l ace was common . Be fo re 
ships came the Trees s tood as common p rope rty 
be fore ships came the flax s tood and e very person 
took what he would an d the re was more than an 
ab un dan ce for e ve ry one . But now the whi te peop le 
come and p i t ch upon thi s p lace and that p l ace and 
b uy  i t .  B ut who i s  to h ave the p ayment? I t  be long s 
to e ve ry body . 1 0 2  

See , for ex amp le , Paru ' s  letter in Y ate , p .  2 5 4 .  

J .  B ul le r , Forty Ye ars in New Z e a lan d , London , 1 8 7 8 , 
pp . 3 3-5 ; Wi lkinson , e vi dence , and Tawe l l , e vi dence , 
1 8 3 8 Repor t ,  pp . 9 6 ,  1 2 0 .  

R .  Fi rth , Econom i c s  o f  the New Z e a l and Maori , 2 n d  e d . , 
We l ling ton , 1 9 5 9 , p .  4 4 4 . 

J .  Hobbs , Journ a l s  Aug us t  1 8 2 7  - Jan uary 1 8 2 8 ,  
De cembe r 1 8 35 -m i d  1 8 3 7 ,  ( WTu Mi cro MSS 6 2 0 ) , 
2 4  Decembe r 1 8 2 7 .  
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when the E uropeans arri ved , the s i ze o f  the i r  demands and 

the Maori s ' competi ti on for the trade goods ine vi tably rai sed 

the i s s ues o f  rights and owne rship . 

Di sp ute s o f  posse ssion co uld lead to thre ats o f  

1 . d f '  h . 1 0  3 . 

& 1 h vio ence an J.g tJ.ng . Cr m se , .1.0r ex amp e ,  wrote t at 

in 1 82 0  Te Toki o f  Kawak awa in the Bay o f  I s l an ds was nnab le 

to s upp ly same tree s nom inated as s ui tab le by the c arpenter 

o f  HMS Dromedary . Apparently hi s right to c ut and se l l  them 
1 0 4 was be i ng di sp ute d by anothe r g ro up .  Simi larly the Sydney 

Herald reporte d that Ti tore ' s  raid on the Ta urang� are a 

aro nnd the m iddle o f  1 8 32 was ' to de ci de the right to same 

flax g ro nnds . The fig ht was ex pe cted to be a s ang uin ary one ' 1 0 5  

In 1 8 36 Ti tore was , i n  turn , the s ub j e c t  o f  a thre atened raid 

when the Ng atiwhatua o f  Wairoa in the Kaipara Harbo ur di sp uted 

hi s a uthority to g i ve Thom as McDonne l l  pe rm i s s i on to rem o ve 

trees from the Wairoa Ri ve r .  On thi s occasion the matte r  was 

se ttle d  thro ug h  the arbi trati on o f  Jam e s  B usby . 1 0 6 

Maori trade rs a lso competed amongst each other for 

the right to trade wi th E uropeans . In i ts m i lde s t  form the 

ri va lry was expre s sed in the re adine s s  wi th whi ch Maoris 

damne d or s l andered e ach othe r a te chn i q ue they c a l led 

' hene raki ' . 1 0 7  For ins tan ce in 1 7 9 3  T uki tah ua , a chie f in Do ub t le s  

Bay 1 warned De ll , mas te r  o f  the Fan cy , not to vi s i t  Ng ah ur uh ur u ,  

l 0 3 .  

1 0 4 . 
1 05 . 
1 06 . 

1 0 7 .  

A .  Bal lara , ' Wa r fare and Go vernmen t  in Ng ap uhi Triba l 
Society : 1 8 1 4-1 8 3 3 . Instituti on s  o f  Authori ty and the 
F nncti on o f  War fare in the pe ri od o f  e arly sett lemen t  
1 81 4 -1 8 3 3 , in the Bay o f  Is lands and re late d  te rri tor­
ie s ' , M . A . the si s , Auck land Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 7 3 ,  pp . 2 0 5 -
6 ,  n . S ,  2 1 9 -2 2 0 ; Parsonson , 5 4 . 

er ui se , p • 8 2 • 

S • H .  , 2 A ug us t 1 8  32 . 

T .  McDonne l l  to Co lon i a l  Se c re tary , 2 0  J uly 1 8 36 ,  
enclos ure s l l  and 1 2 , NSW : Colon i a l  Secre tary : Le t te rs 
Rece i ve d 1 8 36 ,  ( NPL/D , N , Ar l ,  i tem 36 /6 5 8 5 ) ; E .  
Ram sden , B usby o f  Wai tangi , H . H . ' s  Re sident at New 
Ze a land , 1 8 3 3-4 0 , We l lington , 1 9 4 2 , pp . l 34 -6 . 

Ni chol as , I ,  38 4 -5 ; Po lack , New Zealand , I I , 76 - 7 . 
I am indebted to Ms Sharron De l l  o f  the Alex ande r 
T urnb ul l Libr ary for the s ugge stion th at Ni cho l as 
probably mean t  wene rau ki , mean ing to g r umble a t  or 
cens ure . 
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a chi e f i n  the Bay o f  I s l ands , on the g ro unds th at Ng ah ur uh ur u  

was a n o ted cannibal and would probab ly e a t  him . 1 0 8  

Simi larly Crui se repo rted th at the Maori s who we re trave l ling 

from Sydney to New Zealan d  aboard HMS Dromedary freq uently 

m ade pe j o rative c omments abo ut othe r chie fs and tribe s . He 

c l aime d  th at the i r  moti ve was to attemp t to in fl uence the 
maste r  o f  the Dromed ary to vi s i t on ly the i r  p art o f  tb.e i s l an d  

' by re fle cting o n  the bene fi t s o f  so doing a n d  e x agge rating 

the d angers of trading at any other por t • . 1 0 9  

Howe ver the inten s i ty o f  the i r  e f forts to monopoliz e 

trading coul d lead to thre ats  an d ,  occasion a l ly , to direct 

action . Alre ady mentione d in thi s con tex t was Hongi ' s  attack 

on Whangaroa in 1 8 2 7 .  Fe ars o f  a s im i l a r  attack we re 

expre ssed by Hok i anga Maori s in 1 8 1 9  an d ag ain in 1 82 7 .  On 

the e ar l i e r  occas ion they to ld Marsden that a l tho ugh the y  

we lcomed the chap l ain ' s  vi s i t  they we re a frai d tha t  Hong i 

wo uld be o f fende d i f , in the fut ure , any ve s s e l s  en te re d  

the i r  Ri ver . 1 1 0  The si tuation was s imi l ar i n  Decembe r 1 82 7  

when , shortly a fte r the WMS m i s s i on arie s had arri ve d  to 

e st ab l i s h  their s tation in the Hok i anga and a fte r a rap i d  

growth in the E urope an pop ul ation on the Ri ve r  during that 

year , John Hobbs reporte d  local Maori s ' fe ars tha t  Hongi 

was preparing to attack them . Os ten sibly thi s was to re venge 

an i n s ult o f fe red to a fem ale re lati ve o f  h i s  who l i ve d  i n  

the Hoki ang a .  Howe ve r  Hobbs re co rded that the Hok i anga chie f 

Patuone be lieved that Hongi wi shed ' to di s t urb the p lace to 

dri ve the white peop le away from the Hok i ang a :  thi s  appe ars 

like ly ' , Hobbs adde d . 1 1 1  Anothe r ex amp le o f  the e f fe cts o f  

trading ri valri e s  in thi s pe riod was Aug us t us Ear le ' s  c l aim 

that Te Whare um u ,  chie f o f  Kororarek a ,  was m urdered during 

a fe ud in 1 82 8  l arge ly because o f  the j e a lousy o f  h i s  

1 0 8 .  King to Nepe an , 4 March 1 7 9 5 , e n c lo s ure , C02 01 / 8 , 
f .  9 a .  

1 0 9 . Crui se , pp . 2 7 :- 8 . 

1 1 0 . E lder , Le tte rs , pp . 5 7- 8 , 1 8 8- 9 . 

1 1 1 . Hobbs , Journ als (W'l'u Mi cro MS 6 2 0 )  ' 2 2  De cember 1 8 2 7 .  
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' de c i de d  advan tage o ve r  e ve ry other tribe , by h i s  tr ade and 
. ' th E I 1 1 2  �nterco urse w1 urope an s . 

Othe r trade - re lated Maori q uarre ls centred around 

E urope an trade r s  parti c ul arly re s i dent agents . A t rade r 

was regarded as the val ue d  prope rty o f  the Maori g roup wi th 

whom he worked an d a vi t a l  vehi c le fo r the i r  trade with 

E urope an shipping . Once a chie f had de c lared himse l f  to be 

the prote cto r o f  a l l  or any indi vidual E urope ans who 

vi s i t e d  or re s i ded in h i s  te rri tory thi s was tan tamoun t  to 

ex ten ding hi s pe rson a l  tap u to _cove r  them and the i r  pos se s sion s . 

In ter fe ring wi th the se Europe an s was regarded as a violation 

o f  t ap u  prope rty an d i t  was avenged as s uch . There was a l so 

a practi c al re ason fo r the Maori s '  de fen ce o f  a trade r .  The 

be tte r prote cte d  a trade r fe lt the more like ly he was to 

stay and conduct b us ine s s  on behal f o f  the hap u ; and the 

longe r he s tayed the more like ly he was to be libe ra l  in h i s  

dea ling s with hi s patron s . I t  was for a combination o f  

proprie tary and s e l f-i n te re s ted moti ve s  there fo re th at Maori s 

some time s fo und them se lve s  in inte r-hap u di sp ute s in the i r  

e ffor ts to prote ct and encourage the i r  Europe an t raders . 

The timber trade in Hok i ang a provi de d two ex amp le s 

of  i n te r-hapu dispute s whi ch e vo l ved from one g ro up ' s  

mi s treatment o f  E urope an s . The fi rs t was the To rti t ude A f fai r ' 

in Apri l 1 8 3 3 .  The Fort i t ude was a s chooner owne d by London 

merchan t s  and charte re d  by C len don and S tephen son who were 

merchan t s  re s i dent in the Bay o f  I s l ands . 

It  had been in the Hoki anga loading t imber for Van 

Diemen ' s  Lan d and was leaving the Ri ve r  d uring a fog when 

it s tr uck on a m udbank at Mot uk a uri . The Hik utu o f  Whi rinak i , 

in accordance wi th Maori c us tom , laid c laim to the wreck and 
pl un de re d i t . They took pos s e s s i on o f  a l l  the i tems in the 

1 1 2 . Earle , p .  1 6 4 .  



2 2 2  

cabin in c l uding the ship ' s  p apers . Moe tara , a Ng ati ­

Korokoro chie f who had ass umed the role o f  p rote cto r  o f  the 

Europe an s  on the Hok i ang a ,  took a party o f  warri ors  to Mot u­

k auri to demand s ati s faction from the Hik ut u .  In the 

ensuing q ua rre l one o f  the chie fs in h i s  p arty was ki l led . 

This incident s parked a ful l battle in whi ch s e ve ra l  Maoris  

on both s i de s  we re k i l le d .  Es timate s o f  the de ad r anged 

from 16 to 2 1  and a few more we re wo unde d .  

A s awye r ,  Thomas McLe an , had an e s t ab l i shment at 

Motuk a uri an d in re t a li ation fo r the i r  l os s e s  thi s ' s tation 

was attacke d by the Hik ut u .  Fe aring that a s imi l ar tre atmen t 

might awai t o the r E urope an trade rs , Moe tara moved to forti fy 

a nearby s ta t i on at One Tree Poin t whi ch be l onged to Capt ain 

Wi l li arn  Young . He re 'Moe t ara was j oined by Patuone an d Nene 

toge the r wi th abo ut 3 0 0  Maori and E urope an s upporte r s . The 

ski rmi shing whi ch fol lowed c ontin ued thro ugho ut May wi tho ut 

serio us l o s s  o f  li fe ,  and was e ventua l ly se ttle d with the 
11 3 return o f  the Forti t ude ' s  pape rs . 

The s im i lar de fen ce o f  E urope an s o ften re fe r re d to 

as the ' Battle o f  the Pork ' occurre d b etween De cembe r 1 8 34 

an d Jan uary 1 8 3 5 . A di s a f fe cte d tribe o f  Mao ri s ,  the 

�shaties • 1 1 4 , a ttacked the ho use o f  a s awye r c a l l e d  John Ryan 

11 3 .  B usby to Co loni a l  Se cre tary , 1 7  May 1 8 3 3 , NSW : Co loni al Se c­
re tary : Le tter s  Re ce i ved , New Ze a land 1 8 3 3 , ( AONSW , 
4 /2 1 6 4 , i tem 3 3/4 32 8 ) ; Cus toms O ffi ce rs , Launce s ton 
to C o l on i a l  Se cre tary , 2 8  May 1 8 3 3 ,  VDL : C us toms : 
Inwards and Outwards Corre spondence , 1 8 3 3- 4 0 , ( AOT , 
CUS 4 ) , pp . S - 6 ; R . P . Wigg le sworth , ' The Myth an d the 
Re a li ty ; , B . A .  (Hon s ) research exe rci se , Mas sey 
Uni ve r s i t y , 1 9 7 4 , p .  1 4 ; Markh arn , pp . 8 9 - 9 0  n . l 7 ; 
Pol ack , New Z e a l and , I I , 5 0 . Moe tara was rewarde d 
for de fen ding the E urope an s wi th a g i l t  s abre and 
a m i l i t ary c loak from Li e uten ant-Gove rnor Arth ur o f  
Van Diemen ' s  Lan d - H . T . C . , 4 Apri l 1 8 3 4 .  

11 4 .  Prob ab l y  the Hik utu who we re also re fe rre d to as  
H ur ai s .  
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at Kohi ( or Oman ai a ) . They s tripped e ve ry th ing from i t , 

dragge d h i s Maori wi fe from the ho us e  by he r hai r and beat 

he r . In re ta l i at i on George Rus se l l , the le ading E urope an 

me rch an t  on the Hok i ang a ,  an d the WMS m i s s i on a ry Wi l li am 

Whi te form e d  a p arty o f  fi fty armed Europe an s . The y were 

j oine d  by 4 0 0 -5 0 0  Maori s unde r the comm an d  o f  P a t uone , Nene 

an d Mat angi . The who le body groupe d for an attack on the 

o f fende rs ' p a .  One accoun t  s ugg e s te d  that the E urope an s 

tried to negoti a te , the o the r c l a imed that the y  attacke d  

the pa imme di a te ly o n  lan ding n e a r  i t . The engag ement ended 

wi tho ut l os s  o f  h um an li fe .  Howe ve r  the Mao r i s i n  the 

attack ing g ro up k i l le d  1 5 0  pigs an d de s troye d potatoe s and 

provi s ion s be longing to the de fen de r s . The E urope an s 

d b f . . h
. 1 1 5  fo llowe y 1 r1ng t e pa . 

In othe r re spe cts the pro se c ut ion o f  the timber an d  

flax trade seeme d t o  a c t  as a che ck t o  s om e  Maori war fare . 

Occa s i on a l ly Maori s '  preparations for war we re i n te rrupte d 

by the deman ds o f  the trade . Ex amp le s a re provided from the 

vi si ts o f  the Harmony to the Hok i an g a  in 1 8 2 8  an d o f  HMS 

Buffalo to Whang aroa i n  1 8 34 .  The Maori s  from whom the 

E urope an s wi shed to proc ure spars we re , when the ve s se l s  

arri ved , preparing for war . Where as the i n vo lveme n t  o f  B ay 

o f  I s l ands Maori s i n  war fare had pre ve n te d  the Expe riment 

from loading fl ax or timbe r in that harbour i n  1 8 1 0 , both 

the Harmony an d the B uf falo se c ur e d  ful l c a-rgoe s - and i n  
. d . 1 1 6  rap1 t 1me . 

ll 5 . H . T . C . , 1 7  Apri l 1 8 35 ;  S . . H . ; 1 9  Febr uary 1 8 35 .  
S im i l ar b ut l e s s  spe ctac ular i n te r -Maori di sputes 
c once rning m i s c on duct towards E urop e an s  are fo und 
i n  Crui se , p .  5 8  an d Polack , New Ze a l an d , I I , 3 5 0 . 
Also the E urope an s  we re o ften le s s  than g rate ful 
for the ' as s i s t ance ' that was for ce d  upon them -
see Cap t ai n  Wright to B usby , Memoran d um , 1 4  De cembe r  1 8 3 3 ,  
N Z :  Bri t i sh Re s i dent : In Le t te r s , 1 8 3 3 - 1 8 4 0 , 2 
vo l s  ( WAre , BR 1 /l ) . 

11 6 . S . G . , 2 0  February 1 8 2 8 ;  Earle , p .  9 5 ; H odg skin , 
:r:;:-1 s . 
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Moreove r  trading and the time needed to prepare 

timber and fl ax for export we re arg uab ly factors \vhi ch 

inhibi ted Maori war fare i n  the 1 8 30 s  ( an d  beyon d )  and 

promote d the g rad ua l  es tab li shment o f  pe ace thro ugho ut New 

Zealan d .  I f  i t  i s  accepte d  that intertrib a l  war fare was 

frequently moti vated by the prospe ct o f  e con omi c g ain 

through p l under , the taking o f  s l ave s  and the acq ui si tion 
11 7 o f  l and and re source s , then at le ast one re ason for the 

dec line in war fare ( e spe ci a l ly Ng ap uhi war fare ) in the 

1 8 30 s  w a s  the fact that trading wi th E urope ans seemed the 

most e ffe cti ve way to ob tain the pos s e s s i on s  Maori s mo s t  

pri zed at that time name ly , E urope an goods . Maori 

war fare de c line d fi rst in those region s  whe re tradi ng vli th 

Europe an s  was most in ten s i  ve , . i t  could be s a i d , p artly 

beca use the Maori s the re came to re a li se tha t  the time they 

previ o us ly de voted to a s e a rch fo r e conomi c g ain thro ugh 

war fare could m ore e f fe cti ve ly an d p ro fi t ab ly be used i n  

preparing wood , fibre and othe r commodi t i e s  for trading with 

Europe an s .  Ce rtain ly thi s  was Pol ack • s view for he c laimed 

that by the l ate 1 8 3 0 s  Maori s had tran s ferred the energy 

they had p re vio us ly put into war fare to  s trik ing hard 

b . . h 1 1 8  p . d d M . . h . arga1ns  Wl t E urope an s . e ace prov1 e aor1 s \vl t t1me 

to g athe r p roducts for s a le and c re ated an envi ronment whi ch 

attracte d E urope an trade r s  to the i r  are a . 

For some g ro ups o f  Maori s an acti ve i n vo l vement i n  

the trade� m e  an t more than a di s r uption t o  the i r  \vo rk , soc i a l  

routin e s  and war fare . I t  i n vo l ved mo ving from thei r  own area 

to res i de in another , or trave l l i ng long di s tan ce s in orde r 

to di spose o f  thei r  produce . 

The temporary re location o f  a gro up o r  an entire 

vi l lage seeme d to be a common occULrenre from the time o f  the 

fi rst c ontacts . Cook e s tim ated that two -thi rds o f  the 

1 1 7 . 

11 8 . 

A .  Ba l lara , ' The Role o f  War fare in Maori Soci e ty 
i n  the Early Cont act Pe riod ' , J . P . S . , LXXXV , no . 4 ,  
De cember 1 9 7 6 , 4 9 2 - 3 .  

Polack , Manne rs , I ,  4 .  
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pop ul ation o f  Queen Charlotte So und mo ved to camp a ro und 
1 1 9  his  ve s se l  i n  February 1 7 7 7 . Sim i l arly , l arge n umbers 

of  Maori s we re i n  attendance when the Fan cy was in Tham e s  

i n  1 7 9 3  and the St Patri ck was in the Hauraki Gul f i n  1 8 2 6 . 1 2 0  

Al so Cr ui s e  note d  th at Paroa marche d hi s people for fi ve 

days from the North Cape , at the ri sk o f  being attacke d ,  in 

orde r to view the prospe cts o f  trade with HMS Drome dary ; 

and that in the Kawak awa are a a whole vi llage had m o ve d  to 

re s i de c l os e r  to the place from whi ch they we re rem o ving 
1 2 1  spars . Some chie fs e ven con tracte d to provi de men to 

as s i s t  a t r ade r at s ome di s tan ce from the i r  vi l l ag e . Th us , 

according to Di l lon ' s  probab ly in flated acco unt , Pomare 

o f  the Bay o f  I s lands took 2 0 0 0  men to Ha ur ak i  to he lp load 

the St  Patri ck . 1 2 2  And ,  in 1 8 3 3 ,  anothe r chie f ,  Pat uone 

o f  the Hok i ang a ,  ag reed to take a party o f  men a round to 

Mah uran g i  B ay to a s s i s t  Gordon Browne to haul out an d load 

f d . b 1 2 3 a cargo o spars an tlm er . 

Othe r g roups had to tra ve l  long di s tan ce s  to se l l  

the i r  flax . The Te Arawa , for example , be cause they h a d  n o  

o utle t  to the c o as t , had been forced to take thei r  flax an d 

prod uce to se l l  at the Ng ai te rangi con tro l le d  cen tre s o f  'l'e 

Tum u ,  Muriwharau and Ta urang a ,  and ri sk pos s i b le attack s , 

unti l they g o t  the i r  own trade r , Phi l i p  Tapse l l , in 1 8 30 . 1 2 4  

1 1 9 .  

12 0 .  

1 2 1 . 

1 2 2 . 

1 2  3 .  

1 2 4 . 

J .  Cook , A Voyage to the Paci fi c Oce an in the Yea r s  
1 7 7 6 , 1 7 7 7 , 1 7 7 8 , 1 7 7 9 and 1 7 8 0 . . .  , Vol s l- and 2 
wri tten by Captain J .  Cook , Vo l 3 by Cap tain J . . 

King , e d . John Do ug l �s , 3 vo l s , London , 1 7 8 4 , I ,  1 30 .  

See pp . 1 4 ,  5 2 . 

Crui se , pp . 9 8 ,  1 34 ,  1 3 8 .  

P .  Di l l on , Narrat ive an d S ucce s s ful Re s ult o f  a 
Voy age in the So uth Seas , 2 vo l s , Lon don , 1 8 29 , 
( Da Capo reprint , 1 9 7 2 ) , I ,  2 32 .  

· 

Dacre to Brook s , n . d . /l 8 3 l7 ,  R .  Dacre , Le tte rbook , 
1 8  3 1 - 2 , (NPL/M , un cat . MS S e t  3 0 9  . ) . 

D . M .  S t a f ford , Te Arawa : A Hi story o f  the Arawa 
Pe op le , We l ling ton , 1 9 6 7 ,  pp . l 9 0 , 1 9 2 .  
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Simi l arly the Opotiki Maoris  we re ob l ig e d  to carry the i r  

dre s se d  flax to Whak atane . Thei r  prob lem was that a l tho ugh 

the harbo ur at Opotiki was s a fe for the entry o f  E urope an 

ve s se l s , the trade rs and mas ters boycotted i t  as a port o f  

c a l l  fol lowing the at tack on the John D un s c ombe and the 

k i dn apping o f  i t s  crew in 1 8 34 . 1 2 5  Inte r - tribal an im o s i ty 

appe ared to explain why some unidenti fie d  Mao ri s who l i ve d  

ar-ound the Rotorua l akes repor te dly took thei r  flax , m ats , 

pig s and b i rds through Ta upo to Kapi ti whe re they trade d 

d . . 1 2 6  d 1 h them for arm s  an amm un l tlon , an a so w y the Ng ati Maru 

o f  Thame s forced the Ng ati Haua to t ake thei r flax to 

Taurang a by re fus ing to a l l ow i t  to be expo rte d th ro ugh 
1 2 7  Thame s ports . 

Some Maori s shi fted the i r  re s i de n ce pe rmanen tly 

for the p urpose o f  be ing in a be tte r posi tion to p arti cipate 

in the trade . In o rde r to g e t  Tapse l l  s e tt le d  at Make t.u in 

1 8 30 ,  the Te Arawa , hi s wi fe ' s  people , negoti ated wi th hap u 

o f  the Ngai te rang i for pe rm i s s ion to re s i de on s ome l and 

at Mak e t u  and to s crape flax at Paengaroa . Whi le pe nn i s sion 

was on ly g ran te d by one o f  the seven hap u th at they con s ulted , 

the Te Arawa m o ve d  en masse from the i r  l ands aro und Rotor ua 

h . . 1 d d k 1 2  8 1 k to o c c upy t e Ng al ter angl an aroun Ma e tu .  Po ac 

fo und that a sm i l ar migration had taken p l a ce to Tol ag a  Bay . 

Te Kan i - a-Tak i rau h ad i n vited the Wh an a u-a- Ra u and the 

Urungawe ra from Tokomaru Bay to m o ve to l'o lag a Bay to dre s s  

flax and to se l l  i t  to one o f  the two trade rs who re s ided 

the re . 1 2 9  

The re location o f  hap u  to take advan tage o f  trading 

opportun i te s  was a l s o  e vident in the Hok i ang a Ri ve r .  A fte r 

the Fi r s t  New Ze a l and Company h ad di sbanded i n  Sydney i n  1 82 7 ,  

1 2 5 . 

1 2 6 . 

1 2 7 .  

1 2 8 . 

1 2 9 . 

N Z : Department o f  In te rn al A ffai rs : Cen tenn i al At l as 
and Ga ze ttee r Materi a l , (WTu , MS S 2 3 0 ) , Box 3 ,  Part 
5 , 1 Opotiki ' . 

S . H . , 7 Aug us t 1 8 3 7 . 

A . H .  Mathe son , 1 0t umoe tai Pa and the e ar ly tim e s  in 
Taurang a 1 ,  Jo urn a l  of the Tauranga Hi sto ri cal Soci e ty , 
n o . 5 2 , De cembe r 1 9 7 4 , OTl l . 

S t a f ford , pp . l 9 4 , 1 9 7 . 

Pol ack , New Ze al and , I I ,  1 2 0 - l ; J . A .  Mack ay , 
Hi s tori c Pove rty Bay an d the Eas t Coas t ,  N .  I .  , N .  Z .  
2nd e d . , Gi sborne , 1 9 6 6 , p .  1 3 0 .  



2 2 7  

some o f  the s awye rs who had g one to New Zea land with the 

Company ret urne d  to the Hok i ang a .  They initi a l ly s e t t le d  on 

Patuone ' s  land but then move d  to Pakan ae to be under 

Moe tara ' s  prote ction . The s i te chosen by the s awye rs was 

some di s tan ce from Moe tara ' s  exi s ting vi l lage s o  the chie f 

con vince d  h i s  pe op le to move c lose r to them . Th us when 

Aug us t us Earle vi s i te d  Pak an ae in Apri l 1 8 2 8  Moe t ara was 

. . h . 1 h . h 1 30 b usy a s s 1 s t1ng 1 s  pe op e to e re ct t e 1 r  new ome s . 

sim i larly, in March 1 8 37 I the Re v. Jame s B ul le r  reported that 

a tribe ( unn amed )  had le ft the i r  home 2 0 0  mi le s  aw ay and 

se ttled near Mangung u ,  the s i te of the We s leyan Mi s s ion 

Station . B ul le r  be li e ve d  that the se peop le h ad move d  in 

orde r to be perm anently ne ar the means  o f  g race . Howe ve r 

hi s adde d coillmen t th at the y h ad a l l  taken up empl oyment w i th 

loc al E urope an sett le rs might s ugge s t  that the i r  re a l  

moti ve in shi fting w a s  to acqui re Europe an goods b y  seek ing 

work . 1 31 

Indi vi d ua l s  a lso move d  in orde r to take advan tage 

o f  opportuni tie s to trade . For ins tan ce Edward Parry Hong i , 

a fe rvent Chri s ti an ,  le ft the CMS m i s sion fa rm a t  Waimate 

and wen t  to Whang aroa sole ly to e s t ab l i sh him se l f  as  a 

s awye r the re . Apparently hi s m o ve , some time in 1 8 34 ,  was 

enco uraged by the pre sen ce o f  HMS B u ffa lo in tha t  H arbo ur . 1 32 

The e f fe cts o f  the se movemen ts  and re location s on 

tri b a l  and indi vi d ua l s ' li ve s  wo uld have been m ani fo l d . 

The i r  repe rc us s ion s on land owne rship wrang le s , for ex amp le , 

we re s ti l l be i ng fe lt as l ate as the 1 8 8 0 s  when the Lan d  

Courts he ard m uch con flic ting e vi de n ce o f  parti c ul ar g ro ups ' 

right s to the l an d  on whi ch the y  li ved . 1 3 3 One thing whi ch 

the pres umed advan tage s o f  trading , parti c ul arly in flax , 

did not do \vas ,  as h a s  been a l leg e d , dri ve Maori s from thei r  

1 30 . 

1 31 . 

1 32 . 

1 33 .  

Ear le , p .  1 9  0 . 

B ul le r to Lawry , 1 March 1 8 39 ,  (NLA , MS 4 0 2 0 , NK 2 2 31 ) , 
p .  8 4 . 

Yat.e , p .  2 8 0 .  

Sta f ford , pp . l 9 3-5 . 
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' high , dry and a i ry ' hi l l  top p a  to damp , forti fied l ow land 

sites where ' they were c ut o f f  by di s e ase in a m anne r 

abso l ute ly fright ful ' . 1 34 

Maoris  had tradi tion a l ly l i ve d  in smal l group s  whi ch 

move d  aroun d  the i r  tribal an d h ap u  l ands . In 1 7 6 9  the true 

Maori comm un al unit con s i s te d  o f  a n t:n11ber o f  ham le ts ' p l us 

a compo und or c l us te r  o f  h uts wi thin the pa whi ch £we re_7 

col lecti ve ly , thro ug h  the se asons or ove r  a n umber o f  years , 
1 35 uti li zed by any one g roup ' . On ly at time s o f  cri s i s  di d 

l arge n t:n11be rs o f  Maor i s  cong reg ate in p a . Th us ·Groube de fined 

a � as a ' comm un a l  habi t ation s i ted and b ni l  t in s uch a way 

that i t s  p rim ary purpose was to prote ct i ts o cc upants  in 
1 36 times  o f  war ' . 

Thi s  combination o f  l ow l and h am le ts and forti fi e d  

� used for de fen ce seems to have conti n ued to characte riz ·e  

Maori s '  s e ttlement patte rn s  un ti l the middle of the nineteen th 

cent ury . 1 37 Fo r i n s tance Wi lli arn Yate c laimed that Maori s 

di d not us ual ly l i ve in l arge vi l lag e s . In s te ad he de s cribed 

them as li ving in sma l l  g ro ups s cattere d  th ro ugho ut the i r  

tribal  lands . The pa , he added , was use d  as a p l ace o f  -
1 38 re fuge i n  time s o f  dange r .  

1 34 .  

1 35 .  

1 36 .  

1 3 7 .  

1 38 .  

Maning , pp . 2 0 7 ,  2 0 9 .  

L . M .  Gro ube , Se ttlement Patterns  in New Ze a l and 
Preh i s tory , Otago Un i ve rs i ty , 1 9 6 5 , p .  5 3 .  

A .  B a l l ara , ' Se ttlemen t Pattern s  in the Ear ly E uro ­
pe an Phase o f  Maori S oci ety ' , J . P . S . , LXXXVI I I , no . 
2 ,  J une 1 9 7 9 , 1 9 9 , 2 0 6 ; R . C .  Green , Adap tation and 
Change in Maori Cult ure , Auck l and , 1 9 7 7 , p .  3 7 . 

B a l la r a , ' Se ttlement Pattern s ' ,  2 1 0 . 

Yate , e vi dence , Report from the Se le ct Commi t tee on 
Abo rigine s ( Briti sh Settlements ) ,  G . B . P . P . , 1 8 37 ,  
V I I , ( 42 5 ) , Lfiere a fte r c i te d  Aborigine s Report? , 
p . 1 9 8 .  Also J .  Hawke sworth , An Accoun t  o f  the Votage s  
Unde rtaken . . .  For Making Di scover1es 1n the So ut e rn 
Hem l sphere , 3 vol s , London , 1773, I I I , 4b�u;-- -

0 .  Wr1ght , comp . ,  New Ze aland 1 82 6 -2 7 ,  We l ling ton 1 9 5 0  
[he re a fte r cited D ' Urvi lleJ , pp . 2 2 3-4 . 

' 
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The re we re vari ation s . Cle a rly some Maori s li ve d  

i n  l arge k aing a an d the proce s s  o f  ama lgam a ting sm a l l  g ro ups 

into larger bodie s  proceede d apace in the Bay o f  I s lands 

during the ten years fo llowing 1 8 1 4 . 1 39 Indeed some wri ters 

h a ve seen the form a tion of the se  larger se ttlem en t s  and the 

app arent in cre ase in Maori co -oper ati ve ente rpri se as  signs  

of  the in fl uence of  the dem ands of  E urope an trade on Maori 

se ttleme n t  patte rn s  and comme rce . 1 4 0  Al so , ce rtain pa we re 

occupied at time s othe r than war . Some groups l i ve d  in the i r  

pc3:_ for p arti c ular seasons ( us ual ly the winte r )  and in othe r 

case s pa  we re ab le to be perm anen tly occupi e d  an d to serve 

b - .s= 0 d 0 1 1 1 4 1  as  ase s LOr mo v1ng to a1 y emp oyrnent . 

Th us p arti cip ation in the timber and flax trade 

not on ly provided Europe an foods for Maori trade rs b ut ,  for 

m any o f  them , also induced change s in the ir work ro utine s ,  

soci a l  oblig ations , war fare and the i r  p l ace s o f  work an d 

re s i den ce . 

A MAORI g ro up ' s  fi r s t  prob lem in commen cing trading was to 

attract a E urope an to the i r  are a . Mos t  E urope an s , e s pe c i a l ly 

those vi s i ting New Zea land for the fi r s t  time , approached 

Maori s with fe ar . Much o f  what they he ard and re ad be fore 

vi s i ting New Ze a l and condemne d Maor i s  as , among s t  othe r thing s , 

0 t h 0 f 0 d 1 1 4 2  c unn1ng , re ac  e rous , agg re s s 1  ve , e roc1 o us an crue . 

1 39 .  

1 4 0 . 

1 4 1 . 

1 4 2 . 

B a l l ara , ' War fare and Gove rnmen t ' ,  p .  34  

M .  Jack son , ' Lite racy , Comm un i c ation and Soc i a l  Change : 
The Maori Case 1 8 30 - 7 0 ' ,  M . A .  the s i s , Auck land 
Uni ve r s i ty , 1 9 6 7 , p .  1 7 .  

See Earle ' s  impre s s ion o f  a ' forti fie d  vi l l age ' in the 
Hok i ang a - Earle , plate 2 ;  also  A .  Murray - Oli ve r , 
A ug us t us Earle in New Ze a land , Chri s tch urch , 1 9 6 8 ,  p . 6 l .  

W .  Smith , Journ a l  o f  a Voyage in the Mi s s ion ary Ship 
D uf f , New Yo rk , 1 81 3 ,  p .  2 4 0 ; Earle , p .  1 9 3 ;  McCrae , 
e vi dence , B . T .  Box 1 1 , p . 4 5 3 3 ;  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  5 4 9 ; 
Cook , I , 2 36 , 2 3 7 . 
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They the re fore ten de d  to freq uent only the we l l-known ports 

and to a void new are a s . To overcome thi s re ti cen ce Maori s 

li ving in  the un vi s i ted p l ace s could trave l  to mee t the 

Europe ans an d ende avo ur to pers uade them to come to the i r  

areas . On s uch m i s s ions some Maori s j o urneye d to othe r parts 

of New Ze a l an d  whi le othe rs s ai le d  as far as Sydney or 

Hob art . For ex ample the Waikato en voy Te P uaha v7en t  to the 

Bay o f  I s l ands  in 1 8 2 8  to in vi te J . R .  Ken t  to bring traders 

d 1 h . 1 4  3 h ' 1 k . . an to s e tt e at K aw 1a, w 1 e Pat uone , a Ho 1 ang a chJ.e f ,  
arrive d  i n  Sydne y  i n  1 8 2 6  in an e ffort to per s uade me rchants 

there to send ve s se 1 s  to h i s  R i ve r .  He e ven o ffe red to le ave 

h i s  s on in  Sydn e y  a s  a hostage for the we l l-being o f  
. 1 h . . t d th k . 1 4  4 Europe an s al ors w o v1 s 1  e e Ho 1 ang a .  Howe ve r at 

the height o f  the timbe r an d flax trading boom Maori s fo und 

that e ven the s lighte s t  hint o f  the i r  having phorrni um or 

wood o f  export q uali ty for s a le was us ually s uf fi ci e n t  

inducemen t  t o  bring E urope ans to the i r  areas . 

H a vi ng attracted a Europe an to vi s i t  for the filrs t  

time the Maori s then had to re tain h i s  se rvi ce s and enco urag e  

him e i the r t o  s e t t le wi th them or , i f  h e  we re a ve s se l ' s  

mas te r , to vi si t them ag ain . As was the case wi th othe r 

Po lyne si an soci e t i e s ,  Maori s we re a hospi t ab le people . 

Ex tending and accep ting hospi tali ty \vas a m a j or part o f  the ir 

pre-1 7 6 9  way o f  l i fe .  They h ad e volve d  an e laborate soci a l  

etique tte whi ch w a s  app li cable to s uch occasion s, and g ood 

re l ation s co ul d  be m aintaine d , e ven be tween enemy g ro up s , 

pro vi de d  the se  r ule s we re obs e r ve d . The we lcomi ng o f  E m·opean s 

had m any fe a t ure s in common wi th inte r-trib a l  ho spi tali ty .  

For i n s t an ce E uropean s re sponded favo urab ly to gi fts o f  food , 

wood and water , and the at tentiort's o f  women . Wh at was signi f­

ican t l y  di f ferent in en te rtaining E uropean s was the l atte rs 1 

unintentional1 and some time s de libe rate , o ffen ce s  again s t  

Maor i s ' tapu , s oci a l  more s , and e tique tte, an d the i r  apparent 

14  3 .  

1 4 4 . 

J .  O ' C .  Ros s , Pape rs , l9 7J - 1 9 7 6 , ( WTu , MS Pape rs  1 5 0 0 , 
Folde r 1 ) , ' John Rodo lph us Ken t  - Mas ter Marine r '  , 
pp . 1 36 ,  1 39 .  

Ros s , ' Ke nt ' , p .  1 0 5 . 
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di sg us t  for ce rtain Maori practi ce s .  The ex igencie s  o f  

trading , the re fore , could dem and that Maori s choose be tween 

the m ainten an ce o f  the i r  own cus toms an d the i r  de s i re to 

enco urage vi s i ts by E urope an trade rs . 

In the ye ars o f  ini t i al contacts i t  seemed that 

Maor i s  we re qui ck to punish any in fringemen ts o f  tap u with 

pen alti e s  th at wo uld have been approp ri ate in the i r  own 

soci e ty . Howe ve r a fte r reg ul ar trading re lation s  we re 

e s t ab l i shed the in ciden ce o f  E urope an s be ing p un� shed fo r 

bre ache s o f  tap u dimini shed . Thi s  Maori forebearan ce was 

ob vi o us in the northe rn ports o f  New Ze aland from abo ut 1 8 2 0 .  

It was reg a rde d as a meas ure o f  the new maturi ty o f  Maori s 

as trade rs 1 4 5  an d was also an indication that E urope an trader s  

had beg un to le arn , both thro ugh pe rsonal expe rien ce an d 

thro ug h  re ading an d l i s tening to the reports o f  othe r vi s i tors , 

how to a void g i ving un due o ffence to Maori s .  

Apparently the fe ar o f  dri ving away E urope an s a lso· 

caused Maori s to modi fy or hide act i vi ti e s  frowned upon or 

tho ug h t  rep l us i ve by trade rs . Cr ui se noted that wh i le Hao ri s 

di d not deny tha t  they we re cann ibals , nobody from the 

Dromed ary actually wi tne s sed s uch a fe as t .  Hi s con c l us ion was 

that to a void being inte rrupted or reproved by E urope an s  the 

t . d l 1 4 6  . " l l 1 k l . d con s ump 1 on was one secret y .  S1m 1  ar y Po ac c a1me 

that the practice o f  k i l ling s l ave s  and hang ing a wi fe on 

the death o f  a chie f had been abolished in those p arts o f  the 

coun try ( in h i s  example the s o uth -we s t  portion o f  the Thame s 

Estuary ) whe re E urope an s  l i ved . He also con tende d  that by the 

late 1 8 30 s  Mao ri s l ave s  in the Bay o f  I s lands c ould re fuse 

the commands o f  the i r  chie fs in s trre knowledg e that the i r  l i ve s  

wo uld not be for fe i t , as wo uld p re vio us ly h ave been the case . 

E urope an s  had s e t  themse l ve s  up as prote ctors o f  s l ave s  an d 

a chi e f knew that to k i l l  one may have res ulted in E urope an s 

re fus ing to trade wi th him . 1 4 7  Indeed Earle fo und , in 1 8 2 7 ,  

1 4 5 . 

1 4 6 . 

1 4 7 .  

Crui se , pp . 2 0 4 -5 . 

Crui se , pp . l 8 6 - 7 ; McCrae , e vidence , H . R . N . Z . , I , 
5 4 0 .  See also S . H . , 1 0  Apri l  1 8 37 .  

Po 1ack , e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 Report , p .  8 4 . 
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that threaten ing to wi thdraw the ' se at o f  trade ' from 

Kororareka was s o  powerful a we apon tha t  i t  di s s uade d  

the chie f Te Whare um u  from kil l ing an i n ve te rate Maori 

enemy who had arri ved in the Bay o f  Is lan ds on a E uropean 

ve s se l . 1 4  8 

Thi s  was not to s ugge s t , howe ve r , that trading 

caused the abo l i tion o f  all  Maori practi ce s  that we re 

abhorent to E uropean s or that b y  the 1 8 30 s  Europe an s we re 

not p uni shec:l for bre ache s o f  tap u o r  Maori e tique t te . Even 

in the h arbours o f  northern New Ze alan d  Maori be lie f in  

the tap u sys tem contin ue d .  For i n s tan ce in 1 8 31 and 1 8 3 3  

m i s s ion arie s reporte d  that Maori s who we re c ultivating 

k um ara in the B ay o f  I s l ands we re s ti l l  tap u on the se 
. 1 4 9  occas1on s . Simi larly othe r facto rs , s uch as the i r  con -

ver s i on to Chr i s ti an i t� also a ffected Maori s ' be lie f in 

tap u and dem an de d the di s con tin uan ce of certain o f  the i r  

c us toms s uch as  cann ibal i sm and the keeping o f  s lave s . 

More ove r  E uropean trade rs  we re not imm une from 

p uni shment for bre ache s o f  Maori c us tom s . Us ua l ly s uch 

a re action came from a group o f  Maori s who we re un use d  to 

de aling wi th E urope ans . An i n s t an ce i s  the de ath o f  tr<atene ' 

in Hi ck s  Bay i n  the early 1 8  30 s .  Howe ve r  e ven in the are as  

of  pro longe d  c ontact s uch as the Bay o f  I s lands and the 

Hok i anga the entry in wahi tapu or tre spa s s  on tap u 

b ur i a l  s i te s  con tin ued to be p un i shed se ve re ly in a l l  

reporte d  case s . Breton c i ted an i n s tance o f  a captain who 

entered a Bay o f  I s lands wahi tapu in 1 8 32 .  ' Hi s  c urio s i ty ' , 

Bre ton noted , ' cos t him a di s t urban ce wi th the n ati ve s , and 

a good s um  o f  money to boot • . 1 5 0  Simi l arly Po lack re cal le d  

that in the Hoki anga during the 1 8  30 s when a vi si ting 

captain o r  ship ' s  pas senger comm i tted a s im i lar o ffen ce 

1 4 8 . 

i 49 . 

1 5 0 .  

Ear le , pp . l 4 8 - 5 2 . 

J .  Ham lin , P art Di ary o f  Ja1ne s Ham l in , fi 3 Apr i l  
1 8 30 -2 2  De cembe r 1 8 3{7 . ( AU ,  type s cript , MS 
A-1 6 9 ) , 1 6  Octobe r 1 8 31 ;  W .  Wi lli ams , Journal o f  
Wi l l i am Wi l li ams , 2 1  Aug us t  1 8 2 5 -1 8  De cember 1 8 5 5 , 
( AR ,  t ype s cript , MS 3 35 ) , 6 Jan uary 1 8 3 3 .  

Bre ton , p .  1 7 6 .  
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loca l Mao ri s m o unte d  a force to attack the Europe an settle ­

men t at Te H oreke . Howe ve r the i r  honour was s ati s fie d  v1i th 
1 5 1  an utu o f  b lanke ts , m uske ts and tobac co . 

S igni fi c ant ly Maori s also use d  E urope an ' s  know le dge 

and fe ar of the conseque n ce s  o f  tap u  bre aking to reg ulate 

trade to the i r  advan tage . Be ing aware that they knew the 

cos t o f  b re ak ing tap u ,  Te We te re o f  the Bay o f  I s l ands 

expl aine d to the o f fi ce rs o f  the HMS Dromedary that his pig s 

we re tap u an d could n ot be s laughte re d  an d sold to feed the i r  

men . Howe ve r when the Cumbe rland , a wh ale r ,  a rri ve d  an d 

o f fe re d  m uskets and powde r in ex change for s 1....-pp l i e s  o f  pork 

{ the m as te r  o f  the Dromedary having re fused to trade in 

h . ) h . 
. 

. k l  d 1 5 2 h .  t e s e  J. tems t l S  tapu was q m c  y remove . T l S  s ame 

re s tri cti on was use d by Kiwi kiwi , a Kawak awa Ri ve r chie f ,  

to b lock anothe r hap u ,  who li ve d  furthe r up the s ame Ri. ve r ,  

from trading wi th E urope an s . In Maori ri te when a fi shing 

seine was being m ade the se ction o f  the ri ve r  para l le l  to 

the bank on whi ch i t  was being fo rmed became tap u ,  that i s , 

no one was a l l owe d to p a s s  along it . Unti l Europe an s  de fi e d  

the tap u an d s ai led up the Ri ve r ,  the peop le who li ved 
1 5 3 furthe r i n l an d  we re un ab le to g e t  acce s s  to E urope an goods . 

Whi le in gene ral E urope an s we re m ade we l come by 

Maori s be c a us e  o f  the trade goods they bro ugh t  or were like ly 

to engende r ,  Maori s did not tre at al l Europe an s alike . 

1 5 1 . 

1 5 2 . 

1 5  3 .  

The de se c rate d tomb was broken up an d the bone s 
taken for reb uri a l  in an other p lace - Po lack , New 
Ze a l and , I I , 2 6 6 - 8 .  Jam e s  Ham lin re po rte d  a sim i lar 
e vent at Waim ate , B ay o f  I s l ands - Ham lin , Di ary , 
1 9  Mar ch 1 8 3 3 .  

Crui se , p .  5 9  . 

Po lack , New Zealand , I I , 2 5 5 . Fo r an othe r example 
see Yate , pp . 2 4 3- 6 . 
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Fren chmen they open ly m i s trusted ; 15 4 con vi cts we re he ld in 
1 5 5  . 1 5 6  contempt ; fool s  and i n te rlopers we re soon s en t  p ack 1ng ; 

and e ven Pakeha-Maori s we re scorne d and reg a rded as being 

lowe r  than gent lemen and me rchan ts be cause they di d not we ar 

sock s . 1 5  7 

B y  a t  l e a s t  appe aring to accommodate Europe an 

behavio ur and opinion s , the .Haor i s  s ucceeded in con vincing 

fore ign trade rs  that the i r  des i re for trade goods h ad 

so ftene d the i r  atti t ude to E urope an s  and m ade trading a lmos t  

anywhe re i n  New Ze a l and a le s s  h a z ardo us a ffai r . Ken t  

commented d uring the voyage o f  the Me rm ai d  in 1 8 2 3 that h e  

was ' m uch p le ased wi th the m anne r o f  our re cep ti on b y  the se 

Southe rn s a vage s ,  they wi th g re at warm th tol d  me that they 

did not i nten d  to k i l l  any more whi te men now that we had 

f ' d b ' d I 1 5 8  1 8 2 7  1 become r1en s y commen c1ng tra e By Ear e was 

con fiden t  enough to a s sert that he doub ted the re wo uld e ve r  

be ano ther m a s s acre o f  E uropean s  i n  ports freq uente d  by 

h . . 1 5 9  s 1pp1ng . 

1 5 4 . 

1 5 5 . 

1 5 6 . 

1 5 7 .  

1 5 8 .  

1 5 9 . 

Fi t z Roy , e viden ce , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 7 5 ; Polack , 
New Ze a land , I I , 3 37 - 8 ;  Yate , p .  1 0 2 ; Extract from 
Journ a l  de s Debats , 2 6  Apri l 1 8  38 in L '' Heroine 
( co r ve tte ) , Pape rs  Re lating to the Cor ve t te , 

-1 8 37 -4 2 , (WT u , MS HER) . See also Dupe rrey , pp . 6 8 - 9 . 

E arle , pp . 38 ,  1 1 9 -2 0 ; W .  Wi l l i am s , Journ a l , 
7 Jan uary 1 82 7 ;  S . G . , 4 May 1 82 7 ;  

Ni cho l a s , I ,  2 1 5 -6 ; Maning , p .  2 0 ; Mon te fio re 1 
e vi de n ce , 1 8  3 8  Report 1 p .  5 7 .  

W . C .  Cotton , ' Journ a l  . . .  July 2 2 nd to . . .  No vembe r 
2 6 th 1 8 4 3 ,  by Wi l l i am Charles Co tton , M . A . ' 1 
(NPL/0 1 MS 37/5 ) � pp . 6 7 - 8 . 

A . C .  and N . C .  Begg , Port Pre se rvation , Chri s tc h urch 1 
1 9 7 3 1  p .  31 8 .  See also G . D .  Browne to Darling , 
2 4  Apri l 1 8 31 1  ADM 1 /4 2 4 8 1 p .  2 2 . 

Earle 1 p .  1 8 4 .  
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Simi l arly the re s i dent trade r was ab le to trave l  

thro UJho ut the country appa rently sec ure from the pos sibi l i ty 

o f  be ing m urde red . Po lack c l aimed th at during hi s vi s i t  to 

the Kaipara are a in 1 8 32 he fe l t  ' no sens ation o f  fe a r ; 

ce rtain that my m i s s ion as a trade r  was o f  to o m uch import­

an ce to the tribe s in the vi cin i ty , to pe rmit them to 

t t h I 1 6 0  h . th R at emp any ann on me . . . . In t e s ame ve1n e e v .  

Frede r i ck Wi lkinson to ld the 1 8 38 Gommi ttee that Maori s were 

' ve ry fon d of h a ving E urope an s among s t  them ; they think they 

are very use ful to them ; they bri ng Trade , and they ob tain 

the i r  B l ankets by th at Me an s , and vario us other 'l'hing s the y  

requi re • . 1 6 1  The prote ction th at trading provi ded ex tende d 

beyon d the person o f  the trade r to en compass  hi s goods an d 

Maori s or Europe an s  who trave l led wi th him or who forme d 

p art o f  h i s  e s tabli shmen t .  

I T  WAS us ua lly the task o f  the chie f to arrange the s a le 

o f  timber and flax to E urope an s altho ugh sm a l l  q uan ti ti e s  

o f  fl ax we re occasion a l ly sold by wh an a u  from the produce 

f h . 1 1 d h ld . 1 6  2 h .  b h o t e 1 r  pe rson a an o 1ng s . T 1 s  was ecause t e 

prod uction o f  the large q uanti tie s o f  timber an d flax whi c h  

E urope an s demande d ,  i n  re turn for e ven a s ing le m uske t , 

us ua lly req ui red the combine d e f forts o f  a h ap u .  On ly the 

chie f c o uld dire c t  the work o f  h i s  people an d to him fe l l  

also the task o f  redi s trib uting the goods ( ' we a lth ' ) re ce i ved 
1 6  3 from the E urope an traders . 

1 6 0 .  

1 6 1 . 

1 6 2 . 

1 6  3 .  

Polack , New Zea l and , I ,  7 3-4 . 

Wi lk inson , e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , p .  1 0 4 . See a l s o  
Campbe l l , Poen amo , p .  31 . 

B a ll ara , ' War fare and Gove rnmen t ' , p .  7 2 . 

Fir th , pp . l 0 7 ,  4 4 4 . 
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S ome chie fs fe l t  secure eno ugh to trade on the i r  

own behal f .  T a unawa in the Hok i ang a ,  for examp le , ove rs aw 

the c ut ting , s awing , m e as uring an d s e l ling o f  timbe r on 

behal f o f  hi s h ap u  and a l s o  ran a re tai l s tore for the s a le 
--1 6 4  o f E urope an g oods . Othe r chie fs use d fe l low .Haoris a s  

in te rme di ari e s  in trading . For i n s tan ce Tuai i n  the Bay o f  

Is lan d  use d  a .Haori who had worked on Europe an ve s se l s  

and who h a d  le arned s am e  Eng lish a s  hi s neg oti ator . 1 6 5  

E urope an s , e s pe ci a lly Pakeha-Maori s we re , howe ve r ,  

the m o s t wide ly emp loye d inte rmediari e s . They hag g le d  on 

behal f o f  the i r  hos ts and took the re spon s ibi l i ty ,  unde r  the 

a uthori ty o f  the chie f ,  for ens uring that the hap u had eno ug h  

prod uce t o  p ur chase the E uropean goods the Maori s wan te d .  

I t  was li t t le wonde r th at good Pakeha-Maori s we re val ued 
. h . . h . k 1 6 6  d d at twenty tl.ltl e s  t e 1 r  we 1g t 1n m us e ts , we re en owe 

wi th l and , h o use s and wi ve s  to bind them to the h ap u ,  an d  

were seen t o  b e  unde r the pe rson a l  prote ction o f  the chie f .  

In the 1 82 0 s and e arly 1 8 30 s , i t  has been claime d , a Pak e h a­

Maori could him se l f  con s ti t ute the di f fe rence be tween 
1 6 7  pove rty and we a lth for a h ap u. B ut Pakeha-Maori s we re 

not the on ly E urope ans who we re used as trading i n te rm e di ari e s .  

Mi s s i on arie s ,  se ttle r s  and whale rs we re a lso use d  for thi s 

p urpos e . 

O ften the re l ationship be tween the re s i den t age n t  

or timberm an and h i s  chie f was n o t  di s sim i lar to that 

en joye d  by Pakeha-Maori i ntermedi arie s .  Many of the E ur ope an 

trade r s  l i ve d  wi th the Maori s ,  understood the� and gaine d 

the i r  tr us t .  From the Maori s '  poi n t  o f  vi ew the e s senti a l  

1 6 4 .  

1 6 5 . 

1 6 6 . 

J .  B ul le r  to Mi s s  Dawe s , 2 Jan uary 1 8  37 , ( NLA , 
MS 4 0 2 0 , NK 2 2 31 ) , p • 1 2  • 

D upe rrey , pp . 39 , 5 7 .  

Maning , p . 1 8  • 

1 6 7 . A . S .  Than son , The S tory o f  New Zea land : Past and 
Pre sen t - S a vag e and Ci vi li zed , 2 vol s , London , 1 8 5 9 , 
( Cappe r Pre s s  reprint , 1 9 7 4 ) , I ,  2 9 8 - 301 . 
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di ffe rence be tween E uropean inte me di arie s and Europe an 

trade rs  s tSR� e d  from the role they p layed in th e trading 

proce s s . The former we re part o f  a s ole ly m ari time trade . 

Maori s use d  them as  ' comm i s s i on ag ents ' to se l l  prod uce on 

the New Zealanders' beh a l f to the trading m a s te rs o f  vi s i ting 

ve s s e l s . The advent o f  re s i dent age n ts and timbemen a ltered 

the foc us  o f  the tim be r  and flax trade as far a s  Haori s  

were con cerned .  In s te ad o f  look ing for the arri va l  o f  the 

nex t ve s se l  in orde r to se l l  the i r  wood or hemp , Haori s 

fo un d  that for them the tr ade co uld be a .l and-based one . 

The E urope an trade rs us ua lly p urchased timbe r or flax whene ve r  

it  was o ffe red to them . At wors t ,  i f  their s upply o f  trade 

goods had been u sed , they could be re lie d upon to p ay for 

any prod uce con s igned to the i r  care at m ut ua l ly ag ree d  p ri ce s 

and a s  s oon a s  the i r  colon i a l  employe r di spatche d a ve s s e l 

to them . I t  was the i r  role as reg ular provi de rs o f  g oods , and a s  

pote n t i a l  hostag e s  sho uld s uf ficient p ayments not be 

f h . 1 6  8 h d h . . ort can 1ng , t at commende the se E urope an s to t e 1 r  Maor1 

hos ts . 

There fore , like the colon i a l  m e r chan ts , Haori trade r s  

fo und that the use o f  re sident ag ents and timbe nnen bro UJ h t  
s tabi l i ty to the trade o 

THE T IMBER an d flax trade o ffe re d  new opport un i ti e s  to the 

Maori trade r .  Throug h  the proce s s ing and se l ling o f  wood 

and fibre he co uld acq ui re the Europe an goods he wan te d o  

Obtaining the se  goods , however ,  req ui re d  from him both a 

comm i tment in tim e and a wi l lingne s s  to accept a cer tain 

deg ree o f  soci a l  chang e . The nature and ex ten t o f  the se  

req ui rements va rie d  be tween trade rs . For m any i t  in vo l ve d  

n o  m o re th an di ve rting some time and labour t o  proce s sing 

tL�ber and flax . Othe rs we re faced wi th con s i de rab le a lter­

ations to the i r  work patterns and temporary or pe rm anent 

1 6 8 .  B rowne to D arling , 2 4  Apri l 1 8 31 ,  ADM 1 / 4 2 4 8 ,  p . l 2 . 
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shi fts in  the i r  p l ace o f  re siden ce . 

The approach a Maori took to the trade was de termined 

b y  h i s  pe rcepti on o f  h i s  abi l i tie s a s  a tr ader and hi s 

expe rie n ce in  de aling wi th E urope an s . Some acted as the i r  own 

agen t s , Mos t  appear to h a ve re lied on intermedi arie s .  

Ce rtain l y  a l l  o f  them seemed to fin d  that s us taining comm e rci al 

re lation s  wi th E urope an s requi re d the tole ration o f  atti t ude s 

and habi ts di ffe rent to the i r  own . 

The indi re ct o r  s e con dary con sequen ces o f  Maori s '  

parti cipation in  the timbe r and fl ax trade were m an i fol d .  

Arg uab ly , a s  was the case wi th the introd uction o f  muske ts , 

the y a ffe cted the l i fe o f  e very New Zealan der . In addi tion 

it was the Maori s '  pos i ti ve atti t ude to trading and towards 

the E urope an s wi th whom they de a l t  that i n c re ased the parti ­

cipation an d i n te re s t  o f  Eng li sh and coloni al me rchants in  

tradi ng at New Ze a l and . Thi s , in t urn , led to a g re ater 

gove rnment in  vo l vemen t in  matters conne cted wi th that c o un try 

and s treng thened the c a l l s  o f  those who be l i e ved that New 

Zealand sho uld be colon i ze d  by Bri tain . 



2 39 

Chapte r Six 

The Go ve rnments and the Tim be r and Flax Trade 

The British and co lonial go vernments ' poli cie s 

and action s  m arke dly a f fected the conduct o f  the New Ze alan d  

timber and flax trade i n  the years be fore 1 8 4 0 . The g ove rn­

men ts promoted the trade by di spatching naval ve sse ls to load 

carg oe s  o f  timber and fl ax , by i s s uing con tracts for s upp lies 

o f  the se products , thro UJ h  al lowing tim be r  and flax to e n te r  

thei r  ports duty free , and in a varie ty o f  l e s s  direct ways . 

Inde e d  wi tho ut thi s  encour agement the re woul d have been far 

le s s  conm e rci al  in vo l � en t  in New Zealand be fore 1 8 4'0 . 

They also attempted to reg ul ate the trade . Thi s they did 

through a variety o f  m e a s ure s incl uding c us tom s due s , the 

reg i s tration o f  New Ze al and-b ui lt vesse ls , the ex te n s i on o f  

Bri ti sh crimina l  and c i vi l  j uri sdi ction o ve r  crime s commi tted 

in New Zea land , and the appointmen t  of a British Re s i den t . 

The se reg ulatory meas ure s were us ual ly propose d  or tempe re d 

wi th a view to advan cing trade wi th New Zealand . B ut the 
e f fe c t  o f  the o ffi cial  in vo l vement in the timbe r and flax 

trade was to streng then the role o f  the trade lobbies among st 

the m ultitude o f  pre s s ure s whi ch led towards the annex ati on 

o f  New Zealan d .  
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_Part . ;r :  P;romo:ti.ng the Trade 

THE BRITISH and colon i a l  g o ve rnmen ts sen t n ava l ve s s e l s  to . 
1 New Z e a land both to p romote and to reg ulate t rading the re . 

The p arti c ular ob j e ctive o f  man y  o f  the s e  voyag e s  was the 

encourag ement o f  the tim ber and f l ax trade . 

There we re two n ava l spon s ore d vi s i t s  i n  conne ction 

with the trade in  the 1 7 9 0 s , the e arlie s t  o f  whi ch was 

probab ly that o f  the Dae dal us in 1 7 9 2 . The maste r  was acting. 

on Adm ir al ty orde rs to take Haori s to the newly fo unde d 

col on y  o f  New South Wa le s in orde r that in  form ati on eo uld b e  

g ained from them abo ut the production and dre s sing o f  flax . 

The m a s te r  k i dn apped the fi r s t  two Haori s ,  Tuk i  tah ua and 

Ng ah ur uh ur u ,  who boarded hi s 'lre s se l and the two chie fs 

e ven t ual ly arri ve d  on Nor folk I s land in 1 7 9 3 .  They provided 

Lie ut -Go vern or P . G .  King wi th what li t t le knowledg e  the y  h ad 

o f  Haori m e thods o f  dre s sing flax be fore he person a l ly e s corte d  

them back to New Zea land . The i r  vi s i t  served t o  enco urag e  King 

to pre s s  on wi th hi s p lan s to e s tabli s h  a fl ax proce s s ing 

ind us try based on t:he phom i  un ten ax whi ch g rew on Nor fo lk 

Is land . Howe ve r his attempts to uti li ze the p l an t  fai le d 

\'lhen i t  was fo und t.hat the flax could not be dre s se d  by any 
2 known E urope an me thod . 

l .  For a l i s t  o f  the se ve s se l s  see Appendix 2 6 . 

2 .  G .  Van co uve r , A Voyage o f  Di s c o very to the North 
Paci fi e Oce an and Aro und the v�o r ld , 3 vo l s , London , 
1 7 9 8 ., I ,  xx i v . 
The s tory o f  Tuk i tah ua an d Ng ah ur uh uru has o ften been 
told . See , fo r ex amp le , R . A . A .  She r rin and J . H .  
Wal l ace , Early Hi story o f  New Zealand , Sydney ,  1 8 9 0 , 
pp . 7 8 - 8 5 ; R .  HcNab , From Tasman to Marsden , D une din , 
1 91 4 , pp . 7 7 ·- 8 0 , 8 2 - 5 ; D .  Col lins , An Ac co un t  o f  the 
Eng li sh Colony in New South Wale s , 2 vol s , London , _ 1 7 9 8 ,  
( Li b rary Board o f  South Aus tral i a  facsimi le , 1 9 7 1 )  , I ,  
2 82 - 3 ,  3 4 6 - 7 , 5 1 9 - 31 ;  R .  Hi 1 l ig an , The Map Drawn by the 
Chie f 'l' uk i -Tah ua in 1 7 9 3 , e d .  J .  Dunmore , Hang on ui , 
( 1 9 6 4 ) . 
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La te r  in 1 7 9 3 Ma j or Grose , the Adm ini stra.tor o f  Nevl 

S o uth Wale s , dispatche d the colon i a l  s chooner Fran ci s  to  D usky 

Bay ' in orde r to asce rtain how far that p lace . . .  m ay tend 

to the bene fi t o f  Hi s Ma j e s ty ' s  Se rvi ce , a s  conne cte d  wi th 

the se  L:New S o uth Wale sJ Se ttlements ' .  3 The s choone r a ccomp­

an i e d  the Bri tanni a ,  Raven , whi ch was re t urn ing to D usky Bay 

to co l le cJc som e  s e a le rs .1:1ho had been landed by Ra ven on an 

e arlie r vi si t .  The Fran ci s  re t urned to New South Wa le s  on 7 

November .  The m a s te r  reporte d that he had fo und a q ua l i ty 

timber , de s cribed a s  comparab le with Eng l i sh oak for durab­

i li ty and s trength , whi ch h ad been use d  by the Britanni a ' s  

s e a le r s  to b uild a ve s s e l . However l i t t le e l se wa s reporte d 

that was en courag ing and the exp loi tati on o f  the re s o urces o f  

D usky Bay from New So uth Wale s was deemed not to ' p rom i se 

rn uch ' . 4 

I t  v1a s  not un ti 1 the d isptach o f  HMS Dromedary fran 

Bri t ain in 1 81 9  th a t  the g o ve rnm ent be came d i re ct ly in vo l ve d  

in exporting c arg oe s  o f  New Ze a l and tim be r s . 5 The m aster had 

been ordered to o f f- l oad hi s carg o o f  36 9 con vi c ts and ' to 

proceed to New Z e a l an d , there to ende a vo ur to g e t  a c arg o o f  
6 those ve ry large tree s or spars kn ovm to g row in tha t  co un try. ' .  

The Drome d ary le ft Sydney for New Ze a land on 1 5  Feb r uary 1 8 2 0  

in company wi th the colon i a l  s choone r Prince �e�en�. The ve s s e l s  

wen t  fi r s t  t o  the Bay of I s lands , po ssi bly be c a use thi s was 
the be s t  kn own h arbo ur and be c a use it had a sma l l  E urope an 

pop ulation . Whi le they m an aged to g e t  some k ahik atea from the 

�ay o f  I s land s  i t  was the k a uri that they h ad been di re c te d  to 

acq ui re . Th us the ve s s e l s  sai le d to the Hok i ang a Ri ve r . The 

3 .  Grose to D undas , 3 Septem be r  1 7 9 3 ,  C02 01 /8 , f.  7 8 b . 

4 .  Col lin s , l ,  30 7 ,  31 9 ,  32 1 - 2 . 
5 .  The sm a l l  c arg o o f  tim be r g i fted to the Go ve rnor by Te 

P ahi in 1 8 0 6  and whi ch was taken to New S o uth Wale s 
aboard the c o lon i a l  armed tende r Lady Ne l son doe s not 
appe ar to h a ve been part o f  a go vern� ent po li cy aim e d  
at importing New Ze a l and spars -· S .  G . , 1 5  J une 1 8 0 6 . 

6 .  R . A .  Cr ui se , Jo urn a l  o f  a Te n Mon ths ' Re s i dence in New 
Ze a l and /1 8 2 0.)' ,  e d  . .A . G .  Bagn al l , Chri stch urch , 1 9 5 7 1 
P:T9-. 
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Prin ce Reg en t  entered the Ri ve r  and m arke d  a p a s s  s age for the 
Dromedary to fo llow .  Howe ver the Hoki ang a bar prove d  too g re at 

7 an obstacle to the l arge r  ve s se l ' s  entry . E ven t ually the 

b ulk o f  the load was colle cted at Wh ang aroa .  

With som e  di f fi c ul ty ,  l arge ly due to a short ag e  o f  

Maor i s  wi l li ng to as s i s t  wi th loading the ve s se l , the Dromedary , 

in ten m on th s , colle c te d  1 1 7  spars in New Zea lan d  9 2  k a uri 
from Whang aroa , 2 1  k ahikatea from the Bay o f  I s l ands a s  we l l  

8 as 2 rim u and 2 totara spars . In hi s report on the timbe r 

the c arpen te r on the Drome dary s tated that k a uri was an 

ex ce lle n t  timbe r ,  e a s i ly acce s s ible in  the Hok i ang a b ut more 

di f fi c ult to p ro c ure in Whang aro a .  Totara and rim u he a l s o  

con s idered t o  b e  fine timbe rs b ut k ahikatea , h e  reporte d , was 

too i n c l ined to ha ve rotten knots and was th us le s s  val uable 
9 for n ava l  p urpose s .  

Part o f  the re ason the Prin ce Regent accompan i e d  the 
Dromedary to New Z e a l and \vas in orde r tha t  i t  co uld report back 
to Go ve rnor Macq uari e  on the ex pedien cy o f  sendi ng anothe r 

n a va l  ve s s e l to load at New Zealand . 1 0  In the e ven t  Ken t  m us t  

have reporte d  favo urab ly on the prospe c t s , for the s tore s hip 

HMS Coran ande l ,  Down i e , was  sent on  to New Z e a l an d  a fter un load­

ing i t s  carg o  o f  con vi cts . It arri ve d  in the Bay o f  I s lands 

on 31  May 1 82 0 .  Cap tain Downie s aw the prob lems that be se t the 

7 .  J . B .  Wi l l i s ,  ' The Royal Navy in New Zealand , 1 8 0 0 -1 8 5 0 ' ,  
M . A .  the si s , Vic toria Un i ve r s i ty , 1 9 5 9 , p .  2 2 . 

8 .  For the voyag e o f  the Drom e dary see Crui se ; A .  McCrae , 
Journ al Kept in New Ze a l and in 1 8 2 0 by En sign Alex ande r 
McCrae , ed . F . R .  Chapm an , We ll ing ton , 1 9 2 8 ;  -W . J·owe tt , 
P ape r s , c a. l 81 9 -1 8 35 ,  (WTu,  MS Pape rs 1 1 41 ) , ' Di ary ' . 
A late r  report S 1Bge s ted that the loads on the Drom edary 
and Corom ande l con s i s te d  o f  9 8 and 1·0 5  spars a ltho U] h  thE 
report d1 d not make i t  cle ar whi ch load be long e d  to whi cl 
shlo - Na 'ily Comm i s s ione r · to Hay , 6 J une - 1 8 2 7 � H . R . N . Z . , 
r ,  o 7 5 .  . . 

9 .  Abs tract o f  the Report upon the Timber o f  Van Deiman ' s 
Lan d , New S o uth Wale s and New Zealand , b y  Mr . Mart 
Carpente r o f  H . M . S .  Ship Drome dary , C02 0 1 /1 2 9 , f . 34 9 b -
35 2 a .  

1 0 . Macq uarie to Bathurs t ,  2 8  Febr uary 1 8 2 0 , C02 0 1 /9 9 , 
f . l 2 l a ;  !:!..:_R . A . , 1 ,  X ,  2 8 4 .  
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Dranedary in trying to load at  the B ay o f  I s l ands so  he 

sai le d so uthward s .  On 2 2  J Ui1e the Corom ande l an chored in the 

harbo ur to whi ch i t  g a ve  i t s  n ame . 1 1  A fter ne arly twe l ve 

months o f  se arching for topm a s t s  s ui t ab le for batt leships 

and '· a fte r s u ffering m any pri vations & hards hips ' , Downie 

s ucce e de d  in p ur chasing a s ui t ab le carg o . 1 2  It i s  not known 

how many s pars were taken b ut the c arg o appe ared to h a ve 

in c l uded k ahikate a  as  we ll  a s  k a  uri . 1 3 

The cos ts o f  proc uring the se c argoe s we re prohibi tive . 

Howe ve r the se two voyages we re signi fi can t for the promotion 

o f  the tim ber trade in tha t  they indi cated to Briti sh and 

colon i a l  m e r chants  th at the Bri t i sh g ove rnmen t was inte re s ted 

in  p ur ch as ing spars  from New Zea land . In  addi tion the voyage s  

led t o  the European ' di s co ve ry ' o f  two import ant s o ur ce s  o f  

timber n ame ly the Hok i anga Ri ve r  an d Corom ande l Harbo ur . 

At the s ame time the Re ve rend S am ue l  Marsden , who h ad g one to 

New Zea land aboard the Dromedary to vi s i t  the CHS m i s s i on 

s tation s  and to ' use  hi s in fl uence wi th the New Ze a l a..'id  chie fs 

for procuring the Timbe r o f  that Co un try req ui red for the use 
o f  Hi s M a j e s ty ' s  Navy • ,  1 4  m ade o ve r land trek s which in c l ude d 

what m ay h a ve  been the fi r s t  E urope an vi s i ts to the Ta ur ang a , 
Man uk a u and Kaipara H arbo urs . 1 5  Also n a val  o ffi ce rs used the i r  

l l . J .  Down i e  Capt , Rem ark s on Board the Ship Corom ande l ,  
Octobe r 2 0 , 1 81 9  - AUJ us t  31 , 1 8 2 0 ,.  (NPL/M , B2 0 9 ) , pp . 
6 0 , 6 2 ; J .  R .  E lder, e d .  , The Le tte rs and Journ a l s  o f  
Sam ue l Marsden , D une din , 1 9 32 ,  p .  2 5 6 . 

1 2 . Downie to Bath ur s t ,  2 0  De cember 1 8 2 1 , C02 0 l /l 0 6 , f. 5 0 0 b -
5 0l a ;  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  5 7 2 ; Down ie to B ath urst , 2 1  March 1 82 :  
C 02 0 l /l l l , f . l 6 6 b-l 6 7 a ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  5 7 9 ; Eli ve s , 
e vi dence , C02 0 l /l 30 , f . 2 0Sb - 2 0 9 b ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 9 5 . 

1 3 . Elde r , Le tte r s , p . 2 5 6 . It  i s  probab le th at the Corom ande :  
had the 9 8  spars - H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  6 7 5 . 

1 4 .  Macquarie to B ath urs t ,  2 8  February 1 8 2 0 , f . l 2 l a .  
1 5 . A . T .  Yarwood , Sam ue l Marsden , The Gre at S urvi vor , 

We l ling ton , 1 9 7 7 , p .  2 2 1 ; Down i e , p .  1 8 0 .  
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time to chart the Bay o f  I s lands an d the Hoki an g a  Ri ver 

data whi ch we re l ate r use d  by trade rs and residen ts . 1 6  

HM s l oop L arne m ade a ve ry bri e f vi si t to Thame s in 

February 1 8 2 6 . Wi th the a s s i s tan ce o f  the trade r Pe te r Di l lon , 

the m as te r  o f  the s loop was ab le to l oad a cargo o f  spars in  
1 7  le ss than one week . 

The nex t  n a va l  ve s se l  to arri ve in New Ze a l and for a 

carg o o f  spars was HMS B uf fa l o  whi ch e n te re d the B ay o f  

Islands on 1 8  N o vembe r 1 8 3 3 .  A fte r expe rien cing some ini ti a l  

di ffi c ultie s i n  obtaining Maori as s i s tan ce the ve s s e l  was 

loade d wi th 6 7 spars from Whang aro a and an undi sc losed n unber 

from Mahur angi Bay . More ove r  the chi e f Ti tore ag reed to re se rve 

a stand o f  q uali ty tree s in Whang a roa whi c h  S ad le r , m as te r  o f  

the B uf falo , h ad s e l� cte d fo r a po tenti a l  fut ure c argo . ( The 
1 8  Navy later re j e cte d  thi s o ffe r . )  Sadle r  had demon s trated to 

the Navy tha t  a c arg o o f  spars c o ul d  be pro c ure d in six 

mon ths a ltho u:r h  an uno ffi ci al , and b i a se d ,  con temponary acco unt 

sugg e s te d  that S ad le r had ex pende d  � 1 0 , 0 9 2 . 1 5 . 0 d .  in se curing 

hi s c arg o . According to the wri te r  that m e an t  that he h ad 

paid £ 1 8 0 pe r spar o r J-35 pe r load o f  timbe r .  The s ame report 

claimed that the Navy was o f fe ring on ly £ 8  pe r l oad for the 

timbe r being s upp lied to i t  un de r  con tract from fi rms ope rating 

at New Zea l an d . 1 9  

1 6 . See McCrae ' s  chart o f  the Hok i ang a · Ri ve r  - C02 0 l /1 30 , 
f . l 9 4b ;  0 .  \"lright1 c an p . , New Ze a l and 1 8 2 6 -2 7 , 
We l ling ton , 1 9 5 0 , flle re a fte r cited D ' Urvi lleJ ,  p . l 8 4 .re fe rs 
to Fai r fowl ' s  ch a rt o f  the Bay of I s lan ds . 

1 7 .  H . T . G . , 4 ,  l l  February , l ,  8 Apri l 1 8 2 6 ; Colon i a l  Time s , 
1 0  February , 31 March 1 8 2 6 ; S . G . , 2 3  Jan uary , 5 Apri l 
1 8 2 6 ; G .  B ay ly , S e a - Li fe S ixtY Ye ars Ag o ,  London , 1 8 8 5 , 
pp . l 4l -2 ; R . J .  Barton, comp . · , Ear l i e s t  New Ze a l an d : 
The J o urn a l s  and Cor re sponden ce o f  the Re v. John B ut le r , 
Mas te rton , 1 9 2 7 , p .  2 6 9 . 

1 8 . B usby to H ay , 31 De cemb er 1 8 3 3 ,  C02 0 9 /l , f . 2 l lb- 2 1 2 b ; 
S ad le r  to B usby , 1 1 , 30 , 31 De cember 1 8 3 3 ,  1 6  Mar ch , 7 Jun e  
1 8 34 ,  Dacre t o  B usby 3 Octobe r 1 8 34 ,  N Z : Bri ti s h  
Re s i de n t :  I n  Le t te r s , 1 8 3 3- 1 8 4 0 , 2 vo l s , ( WArc , B Rl /1 ) ;  
Wood to B us by , 9 J uly 1 8  35 , ( B Rl /2 ) ; B usby to Co l on i a l  
Secre tary , 2 July 1 8 34 ,  NSW : Col on i a l  Se cre tary : Le tte rs 
Re ce i ve d , New Ze a lan d 1 8 34 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /2 2 4 6 . 2 , i tem 
3 4 /5 82 6 ) . 

1 9 . S . H . , 9 Oc tober 1 8 34 .  
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Li t tle i s  known o f  the two late r voyage s m ade by 

HMS B uffalo to col le c t  carg oe s  o f  Ne\'l Ze aland timbe rs . Be tween 

1 8  Sep tembe r  1 8 37 and 18  March 1 8 3 8 the ve s se l  loade d 75 spars 

in Ng ung ur u B ay2 0  and in July 1 8 4 0  the B u ffalo was wre cke d  
2 1  whi le attempting t o  l oad spars at Me rc ury B ay .  

The Navy main tained an intere s t  in New Zea land timbe r 

througho ut the 1 8 4 0 s . The c o lon i a l  g o ve rnmen t  m o ve d  to 

appropri ate a l l  naval timbe r for gove rnmen t  use and one more 

ve s se l , HMS Tortoi se  was sent o ut i n  1 8 4 2 - 3 .  Howe ve r  by the ----- 1 
1 8 5 0 s ,  wi th the adven t o f  s te amers and a mo ve away from 

wooden ships , the N a vy n o  l onge r req ui re d  New Zea land timbers . 2 2  

I n  addi tion t o  the voyage s sen t to ob tain cargoe s o f  

New Ze a l an d timbe r ,  other g o ve rmnen t ve s se ls ( o f the colon i a l  

marine ) we re sent to obtain shipmen t s  o f  pho rm i um  ten a� 

d uring the 1 82 0 s . The m as te r s  o f  the coloni al ve s s e l s  appe ar 

to have had the dua l  task o f  exp loring the pos s ibi l i ti e s  and 

the p oten ti a l  of a tr ade based on the New Ze aland fl ax , and 

colle cting phormi 1.m s pecim e n s  for p l anting and for m an ufac turing 

in the ropewa lk s and c loth factori e s  o f  New S o uth Wa le s . 

The fi r s t  vessel o f  exploration sent to New Zealand ,,1as 

navig ate d by Wi l liam Edwardson who h ad di s ting ui she d himse l f  

by hi s charting o f  B ateman ' s  B ay an d other bays on the New 

South Wal e s  coas t . In the Snappe r , a 2 9 ton c ut_ te r ,  Edwards on 

s ai le d  ifor New Z e a l an d  on 7 No vem be r  1 8 2 2 . 2 3 Hi s a s si gnm e l! t  

was to fo l low on the work o f  Robe rt �Ji lli arn s  from t.he voyage 

o f  the Pe rse_veran ce i n  1 8 1 3 ( Wi l l i ams  was apparen t ly a l s o  

on • �board the Sn appe r 2 4 ) b y  s ur veying the flax re s o urce s o f  the 

S o uth I s l and , charting the b ay s , and re turn ing wi th a carg o  o f  

2 0 .  T . F .  Chee s m an , _  Log s an d Jo urn al  on Board HMS B u f falo 
Apri l 2 7 ,  1 8 36 - March 2 0 , 1 8 4 1 , ( WT u ,  fMS 1 8 36 - 41 P ) ; 
A . N .  Brmvn , Journ al s , 1 8 35 - 1 85 0 , ( 'l'AUP , Be rnard S laden 
Re se arch Library , type s cript ) , 2 9  September-6  October 
1 8 3 7 ; C . O .  H o Lt� e s , ' The Navy Fe tche s Kauri Spars ' ,  
Hi s to ri cal  Journ al , .A uck land-Waik ato , n o  1 3 ,  Octobe r 
1 9  6 8 ' pp . 1 4 -- 1 6 . 

2 1 . Cheesman , 1 0  Apri l 1 8 4 0 - 7  March 1 8 4 1 . 
2 2 . Wi l li s , pp . 31 - 4 ; Col on i al O f fi ce to Hob s on , 1 4  Feb r uary 

1 8 41 , C02 0 9 / 8 , f . 3lb- 3 3a ;  Order , 30 Octob e r  1 8 4 1 , New 
Zealand He r a l d  and Auck land Gaze tte , 1 0 , 1 7  · Novemberl8 4 l  

2 3 .  ��- , 8 No vem b2r l 8 2 2 . 

2 4. . On Wi l J. i arn s  see Appei1 dix 1 .  
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dre s se d  flax . He vi s i ted the fami liar s o urce s o f  flax and 

con c l ude d that on ly Ruap uke I s l an d  and Port Macq uarie ( B l u f f  

Harbo ur) h ad s uppl i e s  o f  flax large eno u::Jh t o  s upport a 

vi ab le i n d ustry . The comment on h i s  chart o f  Port Wi lliam ,  

Stewart I s land , ' No Flax to be Obt aine d ' , was eq ua lly 

applicab le to Cha lky In le t , the re s t  o f  S tewart I s land , an d 

Cod fi sh I s.l and . The Snappe r re t urned from i ts fi ve months ' 

crui s e  on 2 7  �larch 1 8 2 3 .  App are n t ly on ly one ton o f  dre s sed 

fl ax had been obt aine d . 2 5 

S ix wee k s  later the New S o uth Wale s go vernment 

di spatched the colon i a l  c utter Me rm aid ( a  ves se l  rigge d  wi th 

rope made from New Ze aland fl ax ) , J . R . Ken t mas te r ,  to g e t  

flax both le a ve s  an d plan t s  and to m ake a more thoro ug h  

inve s tig ation o f  s outhe rn flax s uppli e s . The . c utte r  sai le d  on 

8 May 1 8 2 3 . 2 6  Ken t ' s  voyag e  e s tabli s he d  Ruap uke I s land as 

the flax cen tre o f  so uthern New Zealand , altho ugh hi s de s c ri p-

tion o f  flax -g a the ring s t anding wai s t-deep in v1ater wi th 

the air temperature at 9 °F and wi th l i t t le he lp from the 

Maori s was not encouraging for merchan ts . Moreove r  the 

loc a l  Maori s h ad on ly a li t tle dre s se d  flax to se l l  on thi s 

occasion . 

Ken t  expre s se d  as ton i s hmen t at Wi lliam s ' and Edv1ardson ' s 

de s criptions o f  the fine fl ax g ro unds at B l uf f .  The flax the re 

he con s i dered ' not s uf fi cien t ly long for one o f  o ur sm a l le s t  

cask s ' .  ( Th i s  m ay h a ve been beca use Ken t was m ak ing hi s 

in spe ction d uring the win ter when the old le a ve s  o f  the flax 

we re dying and be fore the new g rowth had beg un . ) He a l s o  

di s cove re d  that the flax a t  B l u f f  was fi ve m i le s  di s tant from 

a s ui tab le an chorage . 

2 5 . The Sn appe r ' s  log i s  n o t  ex t an t .  For de tai ls  o f  the 
voyage see J . A . B los se vi l le ,  ' Mem oi re geog raphique 
s ur l a  Nouve l le - Zel an de , Nouve l le s Ann ale s de s 
Voy ag e s , XXI X ,  1 8 2 6 , 5 - 35 ;  R .  McN ab , Murihik u and the 
Southe rn I s l ands , In ve rca rg i ll , 1 9 0 7 , - (Wi l s on and 
Horton facsimi le , n . d . ) , pp . l 9 9 -2 1 0 ; A . C .  an d N . C .  
Begg , Port Pre se rvation , Chri s tchurch , 1 9 7 3 ,  pp . l l 9 - l 2 0 ,  
1 30 -1 4 3 .  

2 6 . S . G .  , 8 May 1 8  2 3 .  
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D r awing , ·the re fo re , on hi s knowledg e  g ained whi l s t  

in comm and o f  the tende r  P ri n ce Regen t i n  1 8 2 0 , Kent a s s e rte d 

tha t  the North I s l an d  was far be tte r  en dowe d wi th exportable 

phorrn i  um than was the S o uth I s l an d .  2 7  The He rrn ai d  ret urne d · to 

Sydney with abo ut 1 2  cwt o f  fl ax whi ch h ad been pre se rve d  

in s a lt w a te r  and wi th two Maori women who h a d  ag ree d  to te ach 
2 8  the con vi ct s  how to dre s s  the green flax . 

On 5 November 1 82 3 Ken t  ag ain set  sai l for New 

Ze a l an d , thi s time in command o f  HH colon i a l  brig �li z abe th 

Henrie tta . 2 9  The re ason s  fo r the voyage we re de s cribed a s  

' to complete certain enq ui ri e s  . . .  o f  a de li c ate n at lrre to 

the n ati ve s  them se l ve s • 30 an d ' to promote the civi l i zation 

of the inhabi tan ts o f  the i s land by s uppl ying them wi th B ri ti sh 

Man ufact ure s  in ex change for the i r  fl ax ' .  3
1 

Kent appe ars to 

have been g i ven a free hand to conduct h i s  in ve s tig ation . 

D uring the voyage Ken t vi si te d  the Hok i anga Ri ve r , 

the ' Taran ak i Coa s t ' ,  Cook Strai t ,  B ank s Pen i n s ul a  and Otago . 

At a ll the se p l ace s  he col le cte d flax p lan ts and g reen le ave s  

whi ch h e  ordere d to be encased i n  m os s  colle cte d from Port 

Wi l l i am ,  Stewart I s l and . ( Pre s un ab ly thi s new ex pe rimen t wi th 

pre se r vi ng phorm i un fol lowed the fai l ure o f  h i s  pre vi o us use 

o f  s a  1 t w a t.e r . ) 

The Eli z abe th Henrietta vlas  col le c ting m ore flax at 

R uap uke I s land when it was b lown ashore on 25 Febr uary 1 82 4 . 

Whi le th a t  ve s se 1 was be ing re floate d Ken t was re a s s igne d to 

the Me rm ai d , whi ch had been d i spatched to a s s i s t  wi 'ch the 

s a l vag e o f  the E li z abe th Hen rie tta . In the Me nn aid Kent 

con tin ue d  hi s ex ten si  ve to ur o f  the New Zealand coas t line in  

se arch of  fl ax s upp li e s . He  re t urne d  to Sydney on 1 2  March 1 8 2 5  

2 7 . J . R .  Kent , ' JOURNAL o f  the Procee ding s of  H . M . Coloni a l  
C utter MERMAI D . . .  ' ,  i n  Beg g , Pre s e rvation , · Appendix 
B ,: pp . 30 8- 3 39 . 

2 8 . S • G • , 2 1  A ug us t 1 8 2 3 .  

2 9 . S . G . , 6 Novem ber 1 8 2 3 .  

30 . R .  Carri ck , e d . 1  Hi stori cal  Re cords C> f  New Ze a l and So uth 
Prior to 1 8 4 0 ,  D une din , 1 9 0 3 ,  p .  1 0 8 . 

31 . McNab , M�rihik u ,  p .  2 30 .  
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wi th 2 5  ton s o f  dre s sed flax an d a n un b e r  o f  p l an ts . 32 

Thi s  was the last  g o ve rnment spe c ulati ve flax ven t ure . 

Whi le the voyage se rved to indi c ate the importan ce the 

go ve rnme n t  p la ce d  on fin ding s upp l i e s  o f  flax and on the 

phorm i um  trade that co uld be de ve lope d ,  the cos t  o f  the 1 7  

mon th s ' ex c ursion m us t  have been h UJ e  and thi s  m ay have 

de terred the g o ve rnment from spon soring furthe r  vi s i ts . I f  

n othing e l s e , i t  warne d m e rchan ts o f  the dange rs o f  a p ure ly 

spe c ul ati ve trade . Pe rhaps too , the departure fran New So uth 

Wale s in Decembe r 1 82 5  o f  the pranote r s  o f  the se  voyage s 

Go ve rnor Brisbane and hi s Colon i a l  Se cre tary Frede ri ck Go ul-

b urn p ut p ai d  to fut ure ven t ure s .  

The voyag e s  by go ve rnme n t  n a val  ve s s e l s  p l aye d a 

sig n i fic an t  part in promoting an d enco urag i ng the· i n vo l veme n t  

o f  merch an t s  i n  the timbe r an d flax t ra de . They con t ri b uted to 

the me rchan t s ' knowle dge o f  the known s o urce s o f  the se p roduc t s  

and the whe re abo ut s  o f  the n e w  s upplie s .  The y  hig h lighte d  som e  

o f  the di ffi c ul ti e s  o f  trading 1 n  New Ze a l an d  whi le they a l s o  

added s ubs tan t i a lly to the s a fe ty o f  voyag ing i n  New Z e aland 

by pro vid i ng detai led and acc ur a te s urveys o f  m any m a j o r  

an chorage s .  According to Jam e s  B usby : 

The S ucce s s  o f  the se ve s s e l s  h a vi ng demons trated 
the p ra cti c abi l i ty o f  m ai n taining the trade , i t  
w a s  a ccording ly thrown open wi tho ut re s train t  to 
the e n terpri se  o f  pri vate indi vi d ua l s ;  and i t  
appe ars , i n  i t s  incre ase t o  h a ve ex ceeded the mos t  
S ang uine expe ctations whi ch Co uld h a ve been 
e n te rtained re spe cting i t . · 3 3  

32 . NeW Zea lan d Herald , 9 Octobe r 1 8 8 0 ; S . G . , 1 7  March 
1 8 2 5 ; R . P .  Wigg le sworth , ' The My th and the Re a l i ty : 
A St udy o f  the Adaptati on o f  John Marmon ( 1 8 0 0 ? -1 8 8 0 )  

' ,  B . A .  ( Hons ) re se arch exerci se , Massey Uni ve rs i ty ,  
1 9 7 4 , pp . 30 -l ; J . O ' C .  Ros s , ' Cap tain John Rodo lph us 
Ken t ,  S ai lor and Exp lore r ' , Hi stori c a l  Jo urn al , Auck l an d  
Waikato , no . 3 3 ,  September 1 9 7 8 , pp . l 8 - 2 3 ;  McNab , 
Murih ik u ,  pp . 2 2 9 - 36 .  

3 3 .  J .  B usby , A B rie f Mem oi r Re lati ve t o  the I s l ands o f  
New Z e a lan d , C02 0 9 /l ,  f . l 8 5b . 
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NAVAL VES SELS we re al so sen t to New Ze a land to attempt to 

reg ulate a f fai rs in that co un try . The Bri t i s h  Adm i ralty 

de creed in  1 8 2 1  th at ' one of  Hi s Maj e s ty ' s  Ships sho uld a lw ay s  

be s tatione d on the Coa s ts o f  New South Wale s ' and be use d to 

I h l b f "  f • • I S . I 34 
promote t e gene ra ene l t o Hl s Ha J e s ty s e rvl ce . In 

J une 1 8 2 6  the Admiralty furthe r de cide d  that the se ve s se l s  a l s o  
35 ' be orde red to inspect occas i on a l ly the Coas ts o f  New Ze a l and� 

Fran a me rcan t i le point o f  vievl the re we re several  

aspects  o f  the se  reg ul atory voyag e s  th at in cre ase d the s a fe ty 

o f  trading at New Ze a l an d . The vi s i t s  m e ant th at the Bri tish 

g o ve rnment was wi lling to ' show the flag ' . Comm i s s ione r Bigg e , 

for ins tan ce , h ad s ugg e s te d  the pre sen ce o f  a we l l - arm e d  ve s se l  

and a we l l -di sciplined company co uld pro ve a de te rren t t.o pro­

vocati ve or i l l -advi sed action s  by Europeans or Maori s .  36  The 

fi rst  ' crui s e ' by a n ava l ve s s e l was that o f  the S ate lli te in 

1 8 2 3 . Us ua l l y  the m as te r s  and crew o f  the se ve s se l s  wo uld use 

the ir time in New Ze a land to frate rni se wi th Europe an re s i dents 

and t-1aor i s . One ex ception was HMS Wars pi te wh i ch vla.s in the 

Cook Strai t are a fo r seven d ays in Jan uary 1 8 2 7 an d did not 

even l an d  a boat load of men . 37 The se  crui se s  also invol ve d  

the upho l ding o f  Bri ti sh g o ve rnment inte re s ts  i n  New Ze a l an d .  

For i n s tan ce HMS Tee� was di spat che d to attempt to re s c ue the 

Eli z abe th Heh ri etta fraTt the rock s at Ruap uke in 1 8 2 4 . 

Nava l  o f fi ce rs we re ex pe cte d  to en force Bri ti sh j us ti ce 

and take o f fen ding E urope an s to New So uth Wale s or Van Diernen ' s 

Lan d fo r tri al .  Captain Laws o f  HMS Sate l li te , for ex am ple , 

arre s te d  the fo ur ring leade rs o f  a m utiny aboard the wha ling 

brig Mine rva , Phi l i p  Tapse l l  m a s ter , in the Bay o f  I s l ands in 

Jan uary 1 82 9 . The men we re re t urne d to Sydney and comm i tte d 

34 . B athurst to Bri sbane , 8 May 1 8 2 1 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  X ,  4 9 8 . 

35 . Hay to Bo urke , 2 6  Narch 1 8 32 ,  an d enc los ure , H . R . A .  
l I XVI , 5 7 3-4  . 

36 . Bigge to Bath urs t , 2 7  February 1 8 2 3 ,  B . T . , Box 2 8 ,  pp . 
7 2 0 3-4 ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  5 9 4 . 

37 . R .  McNab , The Ol d Wh a ling Days , Chri s tch urch , 1 9 1 3 ,  
PP • 2 5 1 7 7 • 
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for tri a l  a s  p i r ate s in May . The outcome o f  the tri a l  i s  

unknown . Howe ve r from Laws ' s tatem e n t  i t  seems clear that hi s 

pre sence pre vente d  the m utinee rs from combining wi th loc a l  
38  Mao ris and tak i ng the ve s se l .  Sim i l ar ly HMS Drome dary took 

time o ut from i t s  se arch for timber to arre s t  and re turn the 

Gene ral  Gate s and i t s  con vi ct c rew to New So uth Wale s . 39 

Anothe r l aw en forcemen t  task undertaken by nava l  

o f fice rs , be fore the appointment o f  the Bri t i s h  Re s i den t ,  was 

that o f  apprehending any e s c aped con vi c t s  the y s aw in New 

Ze a l and . For thi s re ason Dri s c o l l , the boatswain o f  Hyde Park 

barrack s , a ccompanied HMS Zeb ra to New Ze aland in 1 8 31 and 1 8 32 
4 0  to identi fy the con victs the re . Apparently h i s  attempts to 

arre s t  s us pe cts , on the fi r s t  vi s i t  at l e a s t , we re thwar te d  by 
41 Maori s '  re fusa l  to s urrende r the men . The pre sence of a n aval 

o f fi ce r  a l s o  pro vide d  a for un  o f  appe a l  for di spute s . Thus the 

arri val o f  F i t z Roy in comm and o f  HMS Be ag le in De cembe r 1 8 35 

prompted the re fe rral o f  three di sp ute s fo r h i s  adj udi c ation . 4 2  

The Navy ' s  ro le was seen t o  be , i n  part , to prote ct 

Europe an s  from Maori thre ats . For that re ason , HMS Zebra was 

sent o ut to Taranaki in 1 8 32 to i n ve s ti g a te a report that 

Waik ato Maor i s  we re p l anning to atta ck E urope an s who re s i ded 

the re . 4 3 Late r HMS Allig ator use d  the thre at to de s troy Pom are ' s 

pa a t  Otui h u  in the Bay o f  Is l ands i n  orde r to se c ure the 

re turn o f  a boat that Pomare , q ui te fai r ly as i t  turned o ut ,  
4 4  had sei zed a s  payment for a b a d  deb t .  Al so the voyage o f  

38 . Laws to Colon i a l  Se cre tary , B ay o f  Is lands , 2 7  Jan uary 
1 8 2 9 , Attorney General to Colon i a l  Secre tary , 2 March 
1 8 2 9 , Laws to Col oni al  Se cre t ary , Sydney 1 2 0 May 1 8 2 9 , in 
NSW : Co lon i a l  Se cre tary : Le tte r Re ce i ved 1 8 2 9 , ( AONSW , 
4 /2 0 2 0 , i tem s 2 9 /1 4 4 6 , 2 9 /1 6 2 7 , 2 9 / 39 35 ) ; Coloni a l  Sec­
re tary to Attorney Gene r a l , 2 5  Feb ruary 1 8 2 9 , 5 March 
1 82 9 , NSW : Co lon i a l  Se c re tary : Le tters Sent to Judi ci a l  
E s t abli shments e tc . , ( AONSW , 4 / 37 37 ) , pp . l 36 , 1 4 5 . See 
a l s o  P .  Tap se l l ,  Rem in i s ce n ce s ,  1 7 7 9 -1 8 6 9 , (WTu , 
qMS TAP , 1 8 6 9 ) , pp . l 0 6 - 7 . 

39 . Adm i ra l ty to Co lon i a l  O ffi ce , 2 2  March 1 8 2 1 , and 
enc lo s ure s ,  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  5 2 1 - 4 ; S . G . , 1 3  May 1 8 2 0 . 

4 0 . S . G . , 6 Har eh 1 8 32 . 

4 1 . S . H . , 1 2  De cembe r 1 8 31 .  
42 . Fi t zRoy to B usby , 2 9  De cem b e r  ( 2  le tters ) , 30 De cembe r 

1 8 35 ,  (WAre , Bl/2 ) ; R .  Fi t z Roy , A Narrati ve o f  H . H . S . 
Be ag le . . .  , ed . D .  S tanb ury , London , 1 9 7 7 , p . 32 8 .  

4 3 . S . G . , 1 9  J uly 1 8 32 .  

4 4 . S . H . , 1 7  Ap ri l 1 8 34 ;  S . G . , 1 9  Apri l l 8 34 .  
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HI-1S Allig ator to re s .c ue Mrs Guard an d s ome o f  the crew o f  the 

�arri e t  i n  Septembe r 1 8 34 i s  an ex ce l le n t  e x ample o f  thi s 
4 5  

perce i ve d  task o f  prote cting E urope an traders . An othe r 

ex amp le o f  a n a va l  o ffi ce r us ing the might at hi s d i spos a l  to 

side w i th E uropean s  ag ain s t  Haori s ,  i s  p rovided by the voy ag e  

o f  HM Brig Pe lorus to Thame s i n  July 1 8 38 .  On 2 8  J uly Che twoode , 

the maste r o f  the Pe lor us , addre s sed the lo c a l  Maori s , the 

Ng a ti tarn atara , on the wi ckedn e s s  o f  the i r  c rim e  in attack i ng 

the s chooner Hok i ang a .  He in formed the Haori s th at h i s  task 

was to p rote c t  the E urope an trade rs who re spe cted E ur opean 

and Maori l aws an d to p un i sh , wi tho ut fa vo ur , any Maori or 

E urope an who ' c onducted h imse l f  in a manne r unbe c om ing the 

ch ar acte r o f  the nation to wh i ch he be long s ' .  The Pe lorus , he 

con c l ude d , was l arge enough to de stro y the who le Maori race 

and sho uld they pe r s i s t  i n  attacking E uropean ve s se ls the 

Queen wo ul d  have to ( a lth o ugh wi th ex trem e re l uctan ce )  orde r 

the i r  de s t r uction . The .Haori s the re upon o ffe red reparation for 

the attack . 
4 6  

Not on ly did the N a vy try to p rote c ·t the E urope an s 

from the Maori s , b ut during the 1 8 30 s , n a va l  o f fi ce rs were 

also di rected to at tempt to medi ate in inte r-Maori di spute s . 

For exam p le Wi l l i am Hobson , comm anding H MS Rattle s n ake in 1 8 37 ,  

was sent to a s s i s t  i n  neg o ti ating a s e t t lem ent i n  the Pom are ­

Ti tore war that was rag ing i n  the B ay o f  I s lan ds . Whi le pe a ce 

was not e s tabli she d during h i s  s tay , Hobson fe l t  th at h i s  

achi e veme n t  i n  obtain i ng the ag reemen t  o f  Maor i s  n o t  to attack 
4 7  

Europe an re sidents d uring the war was worthy o f  note . 

45 . Lambe rt le ft a s tatemen t· abo ut the repri s al wi th 
E urope an s at Kapi ti , C l o udy Bay , Port N i cho lson , Ivlan a  
Is lan d , and the B ay o f  I s l an d s . In i t  Lambe rt s tate d 
that the King o f  Eng lan d , howe ve r m uch he wan ted to 
c ulti va te the fri en dship o f  Maori s ,  wo uld not tole rate 
beh a vio ur s uch as the attack on the Harri e ·c and wo 1...1.ld 
p un i s h  a l l  o £fences m the same . se\ere way . The Europe an s 
we re s upposed to tran sm i t  C.he i n fo nn ation to local 
Mao r i s  - Lambe rt to B usby , 2 5  Octobe r 1 8 34 ,  en clos ing 
s tatemen t ,  1 1  Octobe r 1 8 34 7  ( WAre , BRl /1 ) . 

4 6 . Fai rb urn to B usby , 2 0  J uly 1 8 38 ,  (WAre , BRl /2 ) . 

4 7 .  Hob s on to Bo urke , 8 A ug us t  1 8 37 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /2 36 8 . 2 ) . 
The second mas te r  o f  the Corom an de l i n  1 8 2 0  had a s s i s te d  
Sam ue l  Harsden ' s e f forts to

. 
bring pe ace to 'l'harnes and 

b e tween the chie fs Te Puhi and Te Hinak i  Down i e , 
l l  A ug ust 1 8 2 0 ; E lde r , Le t te rs , pp . 2 7 5 - 7 . 
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A fte r 1 8 3 3  the warships as s i s te d  the Bri ti s h  

Re siden t , Jam e s  B usby , in some o f  hi s task s . Th us when HMS 

Alligator re t urne d  to the B ay o f  I s l an ds in 1 8 34 the m a s te r  

was instr umen tal in  a s s i s ting B usby t o  i den ti fy t h e  Maori who 

had attack e d  h i s ho use . 4 8  A l s o  the arri va l o f  HMS Hyaci n th in 
March 1 8 35 lent we ight to B usby ' s  demand th at the chie fs 

pun i sh Re te , the m an who had adm i t ted attacking the Re s i den cy . 4 9  

When they vi si te d New Z e a l and the n a va l  o f fi ce rs we re 

also o ften c a l led upon to per form vario us othe r f l.m ction s  which 

di re c t ly or indire ctly in vo l ve d  Briti sh i n te r e s t s  the re . The se 

inc l uded re s c uing a loc a l  ve s se l  Caroline , from p robab le 

de structi on on some rock s in Whang aroa Harbo ur ; 5 0  p re s i ding 

over a mee ting o f  chie fs to se le ct a New Ze a l and f l ag and then 

sal uting i t ; 5 1  in ve s tig ating the m urde r o f  a wha le r ,  Cap tain 

Che rry o f  the Caroli�e ; 5 2  de li ve ring rn ai l ; 5 3  an d unde rtaking 

to in vestig ate the s ta te o f  the ' commercial i n te re s ts o f  Gre at 

Britain an d  the Aus tr a l i an Co lon i e s  an d the Ci vi li z ati on and 
. f h . I 5 4  O f  . l l f prote ct1 on o t e N at1 ve s  pract1 c a  va ue o r  trade 

were the e f forts the Navy m ade to chart the coasts o f  New 

Ze aland . I t  h as alre a dy been shown th at m an y  o f  the ve s s e l s  

that came for timber an d flax le ft charts an d i n s t r uction s 

abo ut the h arbo urs they vi s i te d  or di s cove re d . S o  too HMS 

Warspi te apparen tly spen t part o f  i ts time s urveying the Cook 

Strai t are a and HMS Pe lorus w as re s pon sible for s ur veying 

Me rc ury B ay and ' di s c o ve ring ' Pe l orus Soun d . The coloni a l  pre s s  

48 . B usby to Colon i a l Se cre t ary , New S o uth Wale s , 30 
Octobe r ,  2 8  Novembe r 1 8 34 ,  C02 0 9 Il , f . 2 5 3b-2 5 5b , 2 5 6b ; 
Jarne s .B usby to Alex ande r B usby , 1 7  Novembe r  1 8 34 ,  J .  
B us by , Le t te r s  to  Jarnes B usby , 1 8 30 -1 8 6 6 ; an d Le tte rs 
from B usby to hi s brothe r Alex ande r , 1 8 30 -1 8 39 , ( WTu , 
qMS B US ) . 

49 . B usby to Colon i a l  Se cre tary , New S o uth Wale s , 1 6  February 
1 8 35 ,  C02 0 9 Il , f . 2 7 7b - 2 7 8 a .  

5 0 . HMS A l l igator , S . G . , 1 7  Apri l 1 8 34 .  The ship ' s  c a rpen ter 
a s s i s te d  in rep ai ring an other ve s se l , the Ernm a , whi ch 
h ad been badly dam age d in the same s torm . 

5 1 .  H HS A l li g ator , H . T . C . , 2 May 1 8 34 ;  S . G . 8 Jan uary 1 8 35 .  
5 2 . HM Brig Pe l or us , S . G . , 6 Octobe r 1 8 38 ;  S . H . , 8  Octobe r 1 8 3 8 .  
5 3 .  HMS Cha l lenge r ,  S . H . , 2 2  O ctobe r 1 8 32 .  
5 4. .  HMS Rat t le sn ake , Bourke to Hobson , Merno , ( l S ? )  May 1 8 37 ,  

( A  ON SW , 4 I 2 36 8 . 2 , i tern 3 7 I l 7 3 )  . 
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he ralde d  the Pe lor us s ur veys as be ing o f  ' con side r able 

uti l i ty to o ur Colon i a l  t rading m as ·te rs ' .  5 5  

THE S ENDING o f  n a va l  ve s s e l s  to New Zeal and was j us t  one o f  a 

n unbe r o f  g o ve rnment move s whi ch had the e f fe ct o f  promoting 

the tim be r  and flax t rade in the pe riod be fore 1 8 4 0 . 

From ve ry e a r ly i n  the contact pe riod va rio us g o ve rn ­

men t  departmen ts expre s s e d  an inte re s t  in one or both o f  the se 

produc t s . For i n s tan ce S i r  Phi li p Stephen , Se c re tary to the 

Adm i ra l ty , aske d Cap tain Cook to g e t  fl ax seed an d p lan ts 

d uring the co urse of hi s thi rd voyage . 
56 Simi l arly the Co lon i al 

O ffi ce i n s t r uction s  g i ven to Go vernor Phi l lip , the fi rst 

Gove rn o r  o f  New S o uth Wale s , req uired him to i n ve s tig ate and 

c ulti vate the flax whi ch was to be fo und ' in the i s lands not 

far d i s tan t  from the in tende d  settlemen t '  at Botany Bay . 
5 7  

Al so , th roug h o ut the e ar ly years o f  the n i n e teenth cent ury, the 

home g o ve rnmen t was m ade aware o f  e vents in the New Zea l an d  

timbe r and flax trade thro u:rh both despatche s from the colon i a l  

g o ve rn ors and le tters from indi vi d ua l s  to g o ve rnrnen t o ffi ce s . 5 8  

Oc casi on al ly a Department o f  State was forced to commen t on 

some de ve lopment in the trade . For i n s tan ce the Co lon i a l  O ffi ce 

p la ce d  be fore the Privy Co un ci l Commi ttee on Trade Gove rnor 

Macq uari e ' s  de sp atch concerning the 1 8 1 0  attempt by Lo rd and 

othe rs to e s tab li sh a factory at New Ze a l an d  tog e the r wi th 

the i r  req ue st for a monopOly o ve r  fl ax ex ports . Lord Li ve rpool 

late r i n formed Macq uarie that : 

a ltho the i r  Lordship ' s  think th at the Propo s a l  i s  
de s e r ving o f  Enc o urag ement from Hi s Maj e s ty ' s  
Gove rnment , g re at do Ubts are ente rtained o f  the 
Expedi en cy , o f  g ranting the moncp oly deman ded . ·  5 9  

5 5 . S . G . , 6 Octobe r 1 8 38 ;  S . H . , 8 October 1 8 38 .  

5 6 . S tephe n s  to Cook , ALS Le tte r , 2 0  July 1 7 7 6 , NLA. , MS 6 8 8 ) . 

5 7 . Phi l li p  In s t r uc t i ons , 2 5  Apri l 1 7 8 7 , H . R . A . , l ,  I ,  1 3 . 

5 8 . For examp le Wat son to Hawkesbury ( Bo ard o f  Trade ) , 1 5 
Octobe r 1 7 8 9 , HO 31 /1 4 ;  H urry to H obart , c .  Apr i l 1 8 0 4 , 
C02 0 l/ 34 , f . 8 9b - 9 0b ; Boy le s to Bath urs t ,  5 . September 
1 8 1 8 ,  C02 0 l /9 3 ,  f . l 0 8b -l l 7 a .  

5 9 . Li ve rpool to Macq uarie , 1 5  May 1 8 1 2  ( Dra ft on ly ) , 
C02 0 l /6 0 , f .  35b- 36 a ." 
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�A t the same time as the Dromedary and the Coromande l  
we re dispatched for New Zealan d  the Colon i al O f fi ce appoi n ted 
a Roya l  Comm i s s ione r to  in ve s tig ate the s tate of  the Aus tra l i an 

co lonie s , and New So uth Wale s in parti c ular . Part o f  

Canm i s s ioner Bigge 1 s  brie f was ' to look a t  colon i a l  ag ri c ul t ure 

and comm e rce and to report on ' the i r  actual  State an d the 

me an s  by whi ch yo u consi de r  that they c an be m os t  re adi ly 

t d l 6 0  promo e . 

Bigge seeme d to reg ard hi s commi s s i on as being broad 

enough to en compass  a ffai rs in New Ze a l and and he took e vi den ce 

from vi s i tors to , and m i s s i onarie s c onne cted wi th , New Z e a lan d . 

Hi s re commendati on s  concerning New Ze a land we re expo unde d in 

a le tte r to Lord Bathurst in 1 82 3 .  Bigge was en th us i a s ti c  

abo ut the fut ure o f  the flax ind us try . H e  be l i e ved that a 

factory sho uld be e s tabli shed at New Zea land wi th , ini ti ally 

at  le as t , a de tachm en t o f  troops to  de fend the E uropean flax 

worke r s . He fore s aw the factorie s be ing both se l £- s u ffi cient 

and c apable o f  m ain taining the troops fran the i r  pro fi t s  \'li thin 

a ye ar o f  the ir e s tab li shmen t .  The Comm i s s ione r was le s s  

enth us i a s ti c  abo ut New Ze a l and tim be r  exports . He con c l  trled 

that most report s on New Zea land timbe r h ad be en based on the 

pe r forman ce o f  the ' in ferior 1 k ahik ate a whi ch formed the 

b ulk o f  the timber imported in to New S o uth Wa le s . Howe ve r  he 

fe l t  that the carg oe s o f  the Drom e dary and Corom ande l wo uld 

g i ve the Royal Navy a chan ce to be tte r asse s s  the po tenti a l  
. b . 6 1  o f  New Z e a l and t1m er . 

Bigge 1 s p ub ,li c report On t�� S tate o f  Ag ri c ul t ure and 

Trade in the Col ony o f  New South Wale s v1as rece i ve d  in the 

co lony in Febr uary 1 82 4 .
6 2  It was a con ci se doc unent . For that 

re ason the larg e amo unt o f  space Bigg e  de voted to de s cribing 

and prai sing the \vork o f  the Sydney ropem ake r Robe rt Wi l l i am s  

i n  p reparing New Ze a land flax c le ar ly showe d the importan ce the 

Comm i s s i one r pl ace d on promoting the importation and proce s s ing 

o f  thi s produc·t . Bigg e  h ad a l s o  comm i s s i one d te s ts in Bri tain 

6 0 . Bath urs t to Bigge , 30 Jan uary 1 81 9 , ?��. A . , 1 ,  X ,  1 0 . 

6 1 . Bigge to Bath urst , 2 7  February 1 8 2 3 ,  B . T .  Box 2 8 ,  pp . 
7 1 9 8 ,  7 2 0 8 - 7 2 0 9 ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  5 9 2 , 5 9 6 . 

6 2 . Bath urst to Bri sbane , 31 J uly 1 8 2 3 ,  H . R . A . , 1 ,  X I , 9 5 . 
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on the rope m ade from Wi lliam s ' dre s sed flax . He reported 

the i r  favourab le re s ul ts . 6 3  To promote the use o f  phorrn i un 

ten ax Bigg e re commended that con vi cts be em p loye d to p l an t  

flax i n  New S o uth Wa le s , that the go ve rnment p urchase the 

patent to Wi l l i am s ' ropemak ing m achine , and that Wi lliam s ' 

rope be use d  on all  colon i al ve s se ls . 6 4  As an enco uragement 

to the timbe r trade Bigg e  re commende d  the abo li tion o f  import 

dutie s  on timbe r bro ught to the co lony in colon i a l  ve s se ls . 6 5 

Con�en ting gene r a l ly Bigge de s cribe d the trade wi th 

New Ze aland as being ' ve ry in con s i de rab le ' .  He be l i e ved that 

th i s  was the re s ul t  o f  the freq uent con fl i c ts be tween Haori s 

and E urope an s at New Ze aland . He con s i de red that the trade r s ' 

unwi l lingne s s  to vi s i t  New Zealand was a re spon se to the near 

cons tan t  tribal  war fare in the co un try . Like m any o·the r 

commentator s he re c ommended that , in orde r to e n co urage and 

prom ote trade and to control i n te r- raci a l  behavio u.r , n a val 

ve s s e l s  sho uld be sent to crui se aro und New Zealand . 6 6  

Lord Bath ur s t  in s tructed Gove rnor Bris bane to carry o ut 
6 7  the re comm endation s  o f  the Bigg e Reports . When he enq ui red 

l ater for a report on the prog re s s  o f  th_e work , Ba t...h ur s t  was 

in fo rmed th at the prog ramme for plan ting phorrn i um  ten ax had 

' been m uch attended to , s e ve ra l  Carg oe s Lna ving7 arri ved from 
New Zealand ' . The d utie s  on timber had a l s o  been rem o ved . 6 8 

Indepen den t ly o f  the Co lon i a l  O f fi ce ihiti ati ve a 

we althy Scotti s h  me rchan t , Wa lte r  Fe rg us , wrote to Lie ui:­

General R . L .  Fe rgus son ( 11 . P .  for Ki rcaldy B urghs ) prai sing the 

vi rt ue s  o f  New Zea land flax . He be lie ved that i f  the flax we re 

c ulti vated in New Ze alan d , rathe r th an le ft to g rmv the re 

n at urally , i t wo uld be pos s i b le for Britain to import a l l  her 

6 3 . Te s ts a t  the gove rnment yard in Kn are sboro ug h  in 1 81 8  
had g i ven indi ffe rent re s ul ts - H . T . G . , 30 Jan uary 1 81 9  

6 4 .  J . T .  Bigge , Report on the State o f  Jl.g ri c ul ·ture an d Trade 
in the Colony o f  New S o uth Wale s , Lon don , 1 82 3  pp . 5 2 - 3 .  
For the re s ults o f  the te s ts see J .  Bigge , Trade , Doc u­
ment I< 3 ,  ' Hemo ri a 1 s  and Expe rimen ts on the New Z e a lan d  
Ropet , C02 0 1 /1 2 9 , f . 8 3 b- 9 4 b ;  H . R . N . Z . , I ,  5 1 0 - _4 , - 5 1 5 .,-6 . 
For Robert Wi lliam s  see Appendix l .  

6 5 . Bigge , pp . 8·7 - 8 .  

6 6 . Bigg e , pp . 5 7 - 8 , 6 0 .  

6 7 .  Bath ur s t  to Bri sbane , 31 J uly 1 8 2 3 , � . R . A . , l , XI , 9 9 

6 8 .  Bri s bane to Bath ur s t. , 1 4  May 1 8 2 5 , H . R . A . , l , X , 5 8 5 . 
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req ui remen ts for hemp fran th at c o un try . Thi s wo uld free 

B r i tain from he r dependen ce on the ' a utocrat o f  a l l  Rus s i a ' .  

Fe rg us s ugge s te d  tha t  Fe rg us son forward the le tte r  to the 

Board o f  Trade . He a l so re commended th at sk i l led flax dre s se r s  

be s e n t  t o  New Ze a l an d  a t  g o ve rnmen t expen se t o  te s t  the flax 

in i ts natural en vi ronmen t  apparen tly the phorm i um ten ax  

g rown in New S o uth Wa le s  was a n  in ferior prod uct . Fin a l ly 

Fe rg us c a l c ulated th at New Zea l an d  flax could be imported i n to 

B r i tain at i l O . O . Od per ton le s s  than Ba l ti c  hemp . 

Fe rg us son forwarded the le tte r wi th a co ve ring n ote 

s ta ting that Fe rg us v-;as a prospe ro us and sen s i b le b usine s sm an 

and that h i s  views were worth c on s i de ring . The Commi ttee for 

Trade responded to the letter by req ue s ting that the Colon i a l  

O ffice i n s truc t  the Go ve rnor o f  New S o uth Wal e s  t o  i n ve s tig ate 

the poten ti al  o f  New Ze a l and flax and to send s amp le s  to the 

Comm i ttee for prope r expe rimentati on . The Co lon i a l  O ffi ce 

rep ly note d these comments an d s tated th at sin ce Bigge had 

b ro ught flax samples  back from New S o uth Wale s ,  the Comm i ttee 

wo uld rece i ve a copy o f  the re s ul ts o f  hi s te s t s  in d ue co urse . 6 

Th us two important g o ve rnment deparbnents we re con c urren tly 

showing a renewed i n te re s t  in New Ze a lan d  flax . 

The go ve rnment then mo ve d  to enco urag e  trade r s  to s upply 

Bri t ain with n a va l  s upp lie s .  By the s ta t ute s 6 George iV c I I !  
and 7 <?eo:rge I V  :c 4 8  o f  1 82 5  and 1 8 2 6 , flax an d n a va l  timbers 

( those l arg e r  than eight in che s square ) from New S o uth Hale s , 

Nor folk I s l and , Van Diemen ' s Land an d New Zea l an d , c o uld be 

im porte d  into Gre at Bri t ain duty free un ti l 1 Jan uary 1 8 3 3 .  

In C la use X o f  6 <?eorge c 1 1 1  a spe cia l c ase w a s  m ade for 

the New Ze a l an d  produce . V'7hi le timber and flax whi ch was pro­

d uce d in New So uth Wale s , Van Diemen ' s  Land and Nor folk I s l an d  

h ad t o  carry a ce rti fi cate from the c us tan s  o ffi ce r s  in the 

colon i e s  stating th at i t  was the g rowth an d prod uce o f  th at 

particular settlem ent , the g oods that He re imported di rec tly 

6 9 . Fe rg us to Ferg us s on , 11 Jan uary 1 8 2 2 , BT 1 /1 6  0 ;  Wi lmot 
to Lack , 2 1  Febr uary 1 8 2 2 , B T  1 /1 6 1 , C0 32 4 /1 4 4 , pp . 3 3- 4 ; 
Lack to Wi lmot , 1 4  Februa ry 1 8 2 2  r C02 0 1 /1 1 0  I f .  2 50. ;  
H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  5 7 7 . 
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from New Ze alan d  wo uld be e n te re d  d uty free provi de d  that 

the m a s te r  o f  the ve s s e l  was prepare d to state on o ath to the 

c us ·toms o f ficers at the p or t  o f  importation , that he had 

loade d the timbe r or fl ax at New Ze a l an d .  

The tab le o f  d uti e s  whi ch accompani ed the Act di s ting ­

ui shed be tween flax and hemp . F lax appe are d to be de fined as 

linen-m aking fi bre s , whe re a s  hem p  was fi bre de s tined for rope 

man ufacture . Flax was to be charg e d  a d �ty o f  4 d  pe r h un dred­

weight , whi ch was to be de c re as e d  ann ua lly by ld un ti .l , from 

5 July 1 8 2 8 ,  it was to be le vi e d  l d  pe r h undre dwe igh t . Hemp 

wa s to be charg e d  i 4 . 1 5 . 0 d pe r h un dre dwe ig ht i f  dre s se d ,  

4 s .  8d i f  undre s se d , an d to be adm i tted free i f  from a B r i t i s h  

pos se s s ion . As f a r  as imports o f  phorrni um ten�x we re con ce rne d , 

fl ax -q uali ty fibre from New Ze a l an d  was charg e d  at the fl ax 

r ate 
7 0  

wh i le the hemp fibre was tax e d  at the fore ig n rate 

un ti l ,  by 7 Ge o:rgeiV c 4 8  the tab le o f  d uti e s  was amende d  to 

al low a l l  hemp from New Zea l an d  to be impo rte d  d uty free . 

The se duti e s  ( or lack o f  them ) we re a larg e  de cre ase 

from the £ 8 0 . 0 . 0 d pe r ton ( dre s s e d )  and .£ 7 . 1 3 . 4 d pe r ton 

( undre s se d )  impos t s  on fl ax whi ch h ad form e d  one o f  the 

complai n ts in a p e ti ti on s igned by 1 2 6 0  Sydney re s iden t s  in 

1 8 1 9 . 71 
Howe ve r the lowe r d uti e s  di d not a utomati c a l ly app ly 

to al l importe d  timbe r and fl ax .  For i n s tan ce no re lie f w a s  

al lowed on masts , spars , deals and yards tm de r  e i g h t  i n ches 
7 2  h '  d . ,_ squa re . Also New Zealand g rown prod uce· s 1ppe v1 a New S o utn 

Wale s or Van Diemen ' s  Lan d  had to carry a c us tom s  n o te to the 

e f fe ct th at i t  had been taken in Bri ti sh ve s s e l s  and by B r i t i sh 

trade rs . 
7 3 

A new s tim ul us was g i ven to the New Ze a l and timber and 

flax trcl de hy a s e ri e s  o f  de ci s i ons m ade by the Lords o f  the 

Adm i ralty in 1 8 31 .  The y req ue s te d  that a ' s tr i c t  enq ui ry be 

m ade ' con ce rning the a vai labi li ty and cos t o f  impor ting New 

7 0 • S . G . , 2 J un e  l 8 31 . 

7 1 . Ma cq uarie to Bath urs t ,  2 2  March 1 81 9 , C02 1 0 /9 4 , f . 7 6 b-
7 7 a i H .  R .  A .  , l , X ,  6 3- 4 . 

7 2 . Ri ck ard , Mack i n tosh & Co , Pe ti t i on , 2 3  Septembe r  1 82 8 ,  
B T  l /2 5 5 i Kain & S on s , Pe ti ti on , 4 Jan uary 1 8 30 ,  
B T  l /2 6 6 .  

7 3 .  S . G . , 2 6  De cembe r 1 8 2 8 .  
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Zea l an d  flax . Lord Howi ck o f  the Colon i a l  O ffi ce the re fore 

in s tructe d Governor Darling to ask local merchan t s  abo ut the 

f h d . h '  d 7 4  . pro spe c t s  o t e tra e 1n t l S  pro uct . Darl 1ng ' s  reply 

was dated 1 0  September 1 8 31 and i n c l uded three non- comm i ta l  

rep l i e s from John Mac l aren Hen ry Donni s on and Richard Jone s .  

None o f  the me rchants  co ul d  g i ve any de fin i te answe rs b ut 

a l l  s tre s s e d  the di ffi c ul ti e s  o f  trading wi th Maor i s  at New 

Ze a l an d  and the prob lem s o f  g e t ti ng good q uali ty dre s se d  flax . 7 5  

When Vi s co un t  Goderi ch wrote to Go vernor Bo urke reg arding the 

con tents o f  the rep lie s Darling h ad forwarde d ,  he s tated that 

the re ason for the req ue s t  had been to ' obtain as m uch In fo:rm ­

ation a s  pos sible in respe c t  to an Arti c le , whi c h  at some 

fut ure period m ay be made avai-l able for p urpos e s  in thi s 

Co un try to whi c h  the Flax o f  other Nation s  i s  now app lied ' .  

Gode ri ch ended by s tating that he had no i n s truction s  fo l l owing 

the req ue s t. for in formati on although he s u:rg e s te d  that Bourke 

encourage pe op le to grow fl ax in the co lony , and e s pe c i a l ly on 

Nor fo lk I s l and , b ut to so  wi tho u·t commi tting the g o vernmenJc t�o 
spen ding money or g i ving prom 1 s e s  that they wo uld p urchase the 

flax in the future . 7 6  

Howe ve r the Admi ra lty Canm i s s i oners had been b usy in 

other di re c ti on s . Early in 1 8 31 the y accepte d the o ffe r o f  

B uck le , Bag s te r  and B uck le to s upply 8 0 0  ton s o f  flax a t  

J_ 4 1 . 1 5 . 0 d pe r ton ( altho ugh the c urrent m arke t  pri ce for flax 

was £..2 0 . 0 . 0d )  and g a ve  them thre e ye ars to fi1.l l  the con tract . 7 7  

The Navy Bo ard had been carrying o ut ex ten s i ve te s t s  

on phormi un ten ax thro u;:r hout the 1 8 2:0 s . By 1 8 2 8 the Board 

o f fi ce rs had c am e  to the con c l us i on that , whi le New Z e a l an d  flax 

and hemp fibre s we re s uperior to the Rus s i an arti c le , the cos t 

7 4 . Howi ck to Dar ling , 1 0  February 1 8 31 ,  H . R . A . , l , XVI , 7 6 .  

7 5 . Darling to Hmvi ck , 1 0  Septembe r 1 8 31 ,  and e n c los ure s , 
C02 0 1 /2 2 0 , f .  36 4b- 3 7 4a . 

7 6 . Gode ri ch to Bourke , 6 Apri l 1 8 32 ,  H . R . A . , l  XVI , 5 9 8 . 

7 7 . S . G . , 2 7  Septembe r 1 8 31 ;  M . J . J .  Don l an , Ob servati on s  
Oil'Ne•.v · Ze alan d  El aX: Addre s s e d  t o  the Ne\v Zealand Company 
L.ondon , I 8.41 . 
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o f  e s t ab l i shing a large eno tg h  crop in Bri tain or New S o uth 

Wal e s  an d the cost  an d un ce rtainty o f  arranging for de l i ve ri e s  

di re c t  from New Ze a land when adequate s upp lie s o f  Rig a hemp 

co uld be obtaine d in Europe 1 pre c l uded the i r  recommending that 

s teps sho uld be taken to e s tab li sh an exten s i ve importation 

f h . 7 8  h . . o p orm l um  ten ax . At t _e same tlme prl vate te s t s  were 

being c arried o ut .  A London fl ax worke r ,  M . J . J .  Don l an , c l aim ed 

to have pe r fe cted a me thod o f  mechan i c a l ly d re s sing and 

work ing New Zealand flax . He patente d thi s  p roce s s  be fore 

sending sam p le s to the Navy for te s ting . Anothe r proce s s , 

patented by Captain J . W .  Harri s ,  M . P . , in vo l ve d  com bining the 

rope fibre s wi th caoutcho uc to g i ve addi tion a l  flex ibi li ty . 7 9  

The go ve rnmen t  expe riment ation was appa�en t ly carried 

o ut se cre t ly an d was on ly publi c ly exposed on 2 9 March 1 8  32 

when Lord Teynham m o ved in the House o f  Lords th at the 

Go ve rnment table the fig ure s for Royal  Navy hemp and fl ax 
•. 

imports tog e ther wi th a l l  in forma tion ' re l ating to the us e  and 

expe riments m ade to the fhormi urn ten'ax ,  or New Ze a l an d  flax ' .  

In rep ly to the motion Earl Gre y s t ated th at he wo uld tab le 

the re t urn s o f  import s b ut that the ful l re s ults o f  the te s ts 

were too vo l unin o us an d too expen s i ve to p ub li sh . 8 0  S uch 

re ti cen ce and se cre cy fue l led the hope s o f  colon i a l  exporte rs 

th at the le tting o f  a pe rmanent contract for the s upply o f  New 

7 8 . Navy Board to Admi ralty , 30 Aug us t  1 8 2 8 ,  H . R . N . Z . , I ,  
6 8 3-4 . 

7 9 . M . J- . J .  Don l an , Phorm i. um Tenax or Nep t une New Rigg ' d , 
London , 1 8 3 3 .  On Don lan an d hi s wo rk see:  S . H . , 8  
Octobe r 1 8 32 ;  S . G . , 2 7  Oc tobe r 1 8 32 ;  S . J . D�cCay , 
' Pho.rm i um  Ten �:rn New Ze a l and Hi s to ry ' , M . A .  the si s , 
Otago Un i ve r s i ty , 1 9 5 2 , pp . 8 6 - 9 4 , 1 0 7 - 8 , 1 1 6 - 8 .  
For Capt ain H arri s an d h i s  me thod see:  Harri s to Adm i ra lty 
1 8 3l , ADM 1 /1 9 6 5 , H . 3 3 ;  Harri s to Adm i ralty , 1 8 35 ,  ADM 
1 /1 9 7 0 ; Ende rby to Board o f  Trade , 1 4  Feb r uary 1 8  32 , B  T 
1 /2 8 4 ;  S . G . , 5 ,  1 4  May 1 8 31 .  

8 0 . The Time s ,  ( London ) , 30 March 1 8 32 ;  B ri t i s h  Parliillnent ary 
Debate s , 3rd s e rie s , 1 8 32 ,  XI , col . 1 0 7 6 ; S . G . , 2 8  J uly 
1 8 32 .  Lo rd Teynham o f  Mai ds tone was a Whigpee r  who 
g ained notoriety fo r hi s attempts to embarrass  the Tory 
gove rruuen t .  
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Ze a land flax to the Navy was immine n t . 8 1  

I n  the e ve n t  n othing seemed t o  come o f  the inte re s t  

and expe rimentati on o r  o f  the initi al con tract to B uck le & eo . 

Pe rhaps the cos t and in con venience ci te d  by the Board offi cers 

in 1 82 8  proved to be a s t umb ling b lo ck . Al so the phorrni urn 

ten ax whi ch re ached Bri tain seem s  to have been o f  a gene r a l ly 

poor de s c ripti on . I t  the re fore probably came a s  n o  s urpri se 

to me rchants when Parliament passed the 1 8 3 3 Act , 4 & 5 

Wi lliam IV c 5 6 , whi ch ende d  the pe ri od o f  pre fe renti al  

tari f fs for New Zealand flax . By  the te rm s  of  the Act al l flax 

fibre o f  whate ve r  orig in was to be ente re d  at l d  pe r h un dre d­

we ight ,  dre s sed hemp at £ 4 . 1 5 . 0 d and a l l  undre s sed hemp a t  l d  

pe r h undredweight . The e ffe ct vlas that Rus s i an hemp co uld be 

imported more che aply than the New Ze a l and flax whi ch it also 

gene rally s urpa s s e d  i n  q ua l i ty in the m arke t  p l ace . The pre ­

di cted e f fect o f  the pas s ing o f  the Act on the impo rtation o f  

New Zea land flax was th at the lowering o f  the d uty wo uld ' be 

the me an s  o f  dri ving it  o ut o f  use ' . 8 2  

Me anwhi le g o ve rrunent sponsore d  te s t s  on New Ze a l an d  

timbe r s , which v1e re a l s o  being carr i e d  o ut d uring the 1 8 2 0 s  

and into the 1 8 30 s , aime d to compare the New Zea land product 

with those tr adi ti ona lly importe d from R us s i a  and S candinavi an 

co un tri e s , Can adi an and North Ame ri can pine s an d the poon v;hi ch 
. d '  8 3  h dm '  g rew 1n  East In 1 a .  T e A 1 ra l ty conside re d  the k a ur i  spars 

� 1 .  S .  H .  , 30  July 1 8  32 . The te s.ting con tin ue d  th ro u:rhout 
the 1 8 30 s  - Appendix , Report from the Se le ct Commi ttee 
o f  the House o f  Lords appointe d  to enq ui re into the 
Pre sent S tate o f  the I s lan ds o f  New Ze a land an d the 
Expe diency o f  reg ul a ting the S ettlement o f. Briti s h  
S ub j e ct s  the rein , with min ute s o f  e vi dence , G . B . P . P . , 
1 8 37 - 8 , XXI , ( 6 8 0 )  ( 1 2 3 ) , (he re a fte r c i te d  1 8 3 8 Report] . 
pp . l 5 7 - 9 . 

82 . S . H . , 2 1  Jan uary 1 8 3 3 .  

8 3 .  G .  LaTTib ton and others ,Pe ti tion , n .  d .  , B T  1 /2 2  3 ;  Na ut.i c a l  
Mag azine , No ven1be r 1 8 32 ,  cited S . H . , 4 J uly 1 8 3 3 .  The 
poon pro ve d  too he avy for use as m a s ts - Ni cholas , 
e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , p .  5 .  
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to be ' ex ceedi ng ly de si rab le for nava l p urpose s '  an d ' eq ua l , 

i f  not s upe rior , to those o f  Rus si a  or Ameri ca ' . Howe ver 

the voyage s o f  the Drome dary and Corom ande l had shown that the 

cos t o f  the i r  colle ction by Naval ve s s e l s  ( ' J 5 0  pe r cent more 

th an those from Vi rg ini a ' ) had ruled o ut contin uing that 

me thod o f  importing them . 8 4  The an swer , it  seemed , was  to  use 

the same s ys tem o f  le tting Nava l  contracts to pri vate fi rm s  

that h ad worked for the Balti c an d Can adi an trade . 8 5  

The on ly othe r conce s sion th at the Bri tish g o ve rnment 

appe ars to have m ade to faci li tate trade in New Ze alan d  timber 

was the de c i s ion o f  the Board o f  Trade to al low New Z e a l and 

spars whi ch ex ceeded 70 fee t  in length , ( Rig a and Can adi an 

timbe r vJas - r.are ly o f  thi s dimension ),  into the Un i ted Kingdom 

duty free . 8 6  

Colon i a l  and Briti sh me rchants  also s aw signs o,f 

governmen ts ' in tere s t  in the timbe r an d flax trade in le s s  

tangi b le o f fi cial  m o ves . For examp le there we re vi s i ts by 

go ve rnment botani s t s . Char le s Fraze r ,  the Co lon i a l  Botan i s t , 

had been in charge o f  plan ting New Ze alan d  flax aro und Sydney 

in re sponse to the s ugge s tion s  in the Bigge Report . App arently 

his  e f forts had not met with a g reat de al of s ucce s s  and so  he 

was di spatche d to New Ze aland to m ake a s t udy of the p lan t in 

its n ati ve en vi ronment as we l l  as to collect seeds from othe r 

New Zea land n at i ve flora . His  vi si t was a sh ort one for he 

saw the Bay o f  I s lands an d Thame s on ly brie fly during the 
8 7  voyage o f  HMS Larne in Fe bruary 1 82 6 . Al an Cunning h am , 

Botm1 i c al Collector for the Royal Garden s s tationed at New 

S o uth Wale s , m ade a more thor:o UJh s t udy o f  New Ze aland flora 

during hi s vi s i t . He le ft Sydne y in A UJ US t  1 82 6  and re t urned 

8 4 . Navy Comm i s s i one rs  to Hay , 6 June 1 8 2 7 , H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  
6 7 4 - 6 . 

85 . On the se con tracts see pp . 1 0 9- 1 1 0 . 

86 . The Tim e s , ( London ) , 7 June 1 8 38 ci ted in Co lon i s t , 6 
Octobe r 1 8  38 . 

8 7 . J .  He rton to Mon tag u ,  2 3 .Jan uary 1 8 2 4 ,  VDL : Co lon i al 
Secre tary : Gene ral Corre sponden ce , ( AOT , CSO 1 /7 1 /1 4 4 6 ) ; 
S . G . , 2 3 Jan uary , 5 Apri l 1 8 2 6 ; H . T . G . , 4 Febr uary , 1 1  
Febr uary , 1 Apri l 1 8 2 6 . 
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in Jan uary 1 8 2 7 . 8 8  

�he B ay o f  Is lands , 

D uring h i s  tim e  in New Ze al and he vi s i te d  
I 1 ;, 1 1  Hoki ang a ,  Thame s , Whang aroa and Taurang a .  

H i s  con tribution t o  New Zealand botany was s igni fi c an t  and 

hi s s pe ci a l  con ce rn for the commerc i a l  potenti a l  o f  timbe r 

and flax m ade the i n form ation he g ained use ful to those who 

we re inte re ste d . 8 9  The Colon i a l  Botan i s t ,  Ri chard C rum i ngham. , 

bro ther o f  Alan , a l s o  vi s i ted New Ze a l and . He wen t  o ut on the 

B u ffalo in 1 8 3 3 and spen t time in Whang aroa , Tham e s  and the 

Bay o f  I s lan ds be fore re t urning to Sydney on HMS Al lig ator in 
Apri 1 1 8  34 . 9 0 

In addi tion to en courag ing the te s ting and expe rimen-t ­

ati on o f  pri vate arti san s  like Robe rt Wi l li arn s , the colon i a l  

g o ve rnm e n t  commi s si oned ' o ffi ci al ' expe rimen ts wi th New Zealan d  

flax . I n  1 81 4  the con vi ct John H utching s ,  who h ad been appointed 

to in ve s tig ate the n atural pa:iOd ucts of  New So uth Wa le s on 

beha l f  o f  the Soci e ty for the En couragemen t o f  Arts , was able 

to report on h i s  ex amination o f  dye d flax and to pre s en t  h i s  

con c l us i ons  on how Maori s we re ab le to colo ur the i r  dre s sed 

h . 1 d . h . . 9 1  p onn 1  un .  He a s o  expre s s e  a Wl S to v1 s 1  t New Zealan d .  

The Bri t i s h  So cie ty for the En co uragement o f  Art s , Han ufact ure s 

and Comme rce a l s o  so UJht to encourage the g rowth and use o f  

phorm i um  ten ax thro UJhout the 1 82 0 s . The re fore i n  1 82 4 , 1 82 6  

and 1 8 2 9 they o ffered medals and cash pri z e s  to pe rson s  i n  
9 2  Gre at Britain who g rew the flax . 

8 8 . S . G . 1 3 0  Aug us t 1 82 6 1 2 0  Jan uary 1 8 3 7 .  

8 9 . A .  Cunningh�n , Jo urnal in New Ze alan d  2 8  Aug us t-2 5 
No vembe r 1 8 2 6 , ( AONSW , S Zl l ) ; A .  Cunningham ,  Di ary 
o f  A .  Cunningharn 1 September-De cember 1 8 2 6 1 ( NPL/M , 
CYB 7 7 7 ) . 
C unningham made a pri vate vi s i t  to New Zealand from 
Ap ri l to Oc·tober 1 8  38 . Apart from the fact that he 
term in a ted the vi s i t  be ca use o f  i ll -he a lth , li tt le 
e lse i s  known o f  thi s vi s i t - �� . ,  1 5  Octobe r 1 8 38 .  

9 0 . S . H . , 1 7  Apri l 1 8 34 ;  S . G . , 1 5  Apri l  1 8 3 4 1 E .  Markh arn ,  
New Zea land or Re col lections o f  It , ee L  E . H .  I>ic Cormick , 
We liing ton , 1 9 6 3 ,  pp . 3 3 ,  4 8 ,  9 ln . 3 3 .  

9 1 . B ath ur s t  to Macq uarie ,  1 2  No vembe r 1 8 1 2 , H . R . A .  , l , VI I , 
5 4 0 -1 ; Macq uarie to Bath urs t ,  30 Apri l 1 8l:f;"and enclos­
ure s , C02 0 l /7 2 , f . 2 5 6 a- 2 5 6 b i H . R . A .  , l  VI I I , 2 2 4 - 5 . 

9 2 . S . �. , 2 6  Feb ruary 1 8 2 4 , 9 Jan uary 1 82 6 , 5 December 1 8 2 9 . 
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Th us the Bri t i s h  an d colon i a l  governments had a 

con tin uing and m ulti face te d  inte re s t  and invo l vem ent with 

New Ze a l and timbe r and flax . Thi s g o ve rnment enco urageme n t  

both promoted the tr ade an d pro vi ded an impe t us for trade rs  

to  i n ve s t  in  exporting the se prod ucts . In  t urn , howe ve r , the 

incre ased in vo l vemen t o f  E urope an trade rs at New Z e a lan d  

cre a te d  problem s for the Bri ti sh and colon i a l  gove rnments . 
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.Part . rr. :  . Reg:ulat.ing the Trade 

THE DIFFICULTI ES the gove rnmen ts had to face centred aro und . 

the de s ign ati on o f  New Ze aland as a fore ign co untry o ve r  

whi ch the Bri ·t i s h  colon i a l  an d home g o vernmen ts had n o  rig ht 

. 9 3 A th . h . to exe rc1 se powe r .  . t  e same t1me t e C rown re cogn1z e d  

i t s  re spon sibi li ty to pro te ct the li ve s  an d  prope rty o·f 

Bri t i s h  s ub j e c t s  whi le they we re in th at co unt ry . Als o , a s  

con tac ts incre ased , the g o ve rnments fo und tha t  i t  was 

ne ce s s ary to try and control the ac-ti vi ties o f  the i r  traders  

at New Ze aland . The gove rnments ' moves in the se are as a f fe cted 

the con d uct o f  t rade . Thi s  was seen in  the g rmvth o f  c us tan s  

reg ulati on s  in the colonie s ,  i n  the ex ten s ion o f  the leg �l  

j uri sdi ction of  the colon i e s  to  co ve r  crime s comm i t te d  a t  

New Ze a l and and in  the appoin tment o f  a Briti sh Res i den t . 

Be c a use , in the ory , the pena l  colon i e s  we re s uppose d 

to s urvi ve on a b a l ance o f  local p roduction and s uppl i e s  sent 

from Gre at Britain , there w as at fi rs t no s y s tsn of d ut ie s 

or othe r fee s  to re s tri ct the im port.ation o f  g oods into the 

colon i e s . There we re early attempts to con tro l the q uan ti ty 

of a l col:1ol  being bro ug ht into New South Wale s b ut the fi rs ·t 

general and leg a l  im posi tion o f  import d utie s  and port fee s  

was le vied b y  Go ve rnor Hacq uarie .  The se h ad been ordered i n  

the lig ht o f  the g rowth i n  coloni al trade and be c a use . o f  

e conom i c  s tringen cy in Gre at Bri tain . The Se cre tary o f  State 

for the Co lonie s , Lord Li verpoo l , requi re d Macq uarie to draw 

up the charg e s  in orde r to in crease co lon i a l  re ven ue .  The se 

he orde red from 2 6  June 1 81 3 . New Zea land flax was not 

separate ly mentione d ;among the i tern s en une ra te d  i n  Macq uarie ' s  

Proclam a tion b ut i t  p robably fe l l  un de r the fi ve percen t 

ad valorem d uty on a l l  fore ig n g oods whi ch was lin posed at the 

s ame time . Howe ve r  New Ze a l and timbe r  was to be tax e d  at the 

rate o f  j:. l . 0 .  O d  for e very 2 0  spars and ,  i f  the tim b er was in 

log or plank , l s . 6 d pe r s o li d  foot . 9 4  

9 3 . P .  Adarn s , Fatal Nece s s ity : Bri t i s h  Inte rvention i n  New 
Ze a l and , 1 � 3 0 - 1 8 4 7 , -�uck l and 1 9 7 7 , pp . 6 5 - 6 . 

9 4 .  S .  G .  , 2 6 June 1 81 3 .  



2 6 5  

The s ca le o f  fee s  was amende d  in a Gove rnment N o ti ce 

da.te d 1 9  Au:r us t 1 81 5 . It s tate d that as New Ze alan d  timbe r  did 

not sell  at the hig h  pri ce anti cipated in 1 8 1 3  the Gove rnor 

had lowe re d the d uty on log and p l ank to 6d pe r s o li d  foo t 
9 5  altho ugh the d uty on spars rem ained un chang e d . The lowering 

o f  the duty had been the re s ul t  o f  the Re v.  Sam ue l  Marsden ' s  
9 6  approach t o  the Gove rnor on the m at te r . Howe ve r  the b ur den 

o f  the dutie s  was not g re a t ly l e s sene d by thi s  m o ve . In 1 8 2 0  

Mar s den wrote t o  the CMS complaining th at h e  co ul d  on ly 

a fford .to le t the m i s s ionary ve s se l  Ac ti ve enter New S o uth 

Wale s ports on ce a year because ' the duty upon the timber an d 

h f • k '
. 

d r, , 7  • I 9 7  t e po rt expe n s e s  o var1o us 1n s L we re_; s o  r w.no us . Hen ce 

the c a l l s  for the lowe ring o f  the duti e s  con tin ued . 

New Zealand prod ucts we re not illn ong s t  the imports 

whi ch , a fter 1 8 1 9 , re ce i ve d  drawback s on duti e s  i f  they we re 
9 8  re -ex porte d .  Howe ve r a l l  d uti e s  on g oods imported i n to 

the colonies  thro ug h  the e f forts o f  colon i a l  m e rchan ts from 

anywhe re in the S o uth Seas we re , a fte r the re commendat i on o f  

Comm i s s ione r Bigge , aboli she d in 1 82 5 .  9 9  Ye t un de r the s am e  

Pro c l amation , 2 5  October 1 8 2 5 , Brisbane con tin ue d  t o  impose 

a fi ve pe rcent ad va lorem d uty on imports o f  fore ig n g oods . 1 0 0  

Thi s  was the beg inning o f  a di chotomy whi ch was to pre vai l 

un t i l  1 8 4 0 . New Ze aland was to be reg arde d both as a fore ign 

s tate an d as a part o f  the co lon i a l  coas ting trade . 

9 5 . s .  G . I 2 6 A UJ us t 1 8 1 5  ; H . R . N . z . ' I I 4 0 2 . 

9 6 . Yanvood , p .  1 9 0 . 

9 7 .  Marsden to P ratt , 7 Febr uary 1 8 2 0  ci te d in H . A .  Mo rton 
' Wh aling in New Zealan d  Wate rs in the fi r s t  ha l f  o f  
the Nine teenth Cen tury ' ,  Ph . D . the s i s , Otag o  Uni versi ty , 
1 9 7 7 , pp . l 7 4 -5 . 

9 8 . Bath ur s t  to Macq uarie , 4 A ug us t  1 81 9 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  X ,  
1 9 6 - 7 . 

9 9 . 

l O O . 
Bri sbane to Bathurs t ,  1 4  May 1 82 5 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  XI , 5 8 5 . 

NS\\1 : Colon i a l  Se cre tary : Re t urns o f  the Co lony , 1 82 7 ,  
C02 0 6 /6 9 , f .  9 6 • 
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When the fir s t  pro fe s sional c us tom s o ffi ce rs arri ved 

in the colon i e s  in 1 82 7  they se t abo ut re org ani s ing the pre vai l­

ing system o f  the c ontrol an d colle ction of mutie s .  The y  noted 

the an omalo us s i t uation with reg ard to New Zea l an d  b ut con tin ue c  

to aiCLo.-r goods t o  b e  ente re d  duty free a s  had been the c ase when 

h . d . h 1 1 01 p h h . . t e y  arr1 ve 1n t .e  e o  ony . e r  aps at  t e 1 r  s ugg e s t1on 
the m atter was c l ari fied by an Act o f  the Colon i a l  Leg i s lat ure . 

Clause XLI I o f  the Act , ' For the Reg ul ati on o f  the C us t om s  o f  

New S o uth Hale s and i ts Dependen cie s ' , wh ich came into force 

on 5 Apri l 1 8 301 s ta te d : 

• • . Tha t  a l l  Ve s se l s  trading from one Part o f  
Co lony to ano the r Part the re o f beyond the He ads 
o f  Port Ja ck son , or with any o f  the Is lands in 
the So uth Seas on whi ch the re are no p ubl i c 
Establ i shmen ts , E uropean or Am e ri can ; And a l s o  
all  Ve s se l s  emp loye d i n  the Wh ale , Seal , o r  Se a 
Elephan t  Fi she rie s ,  shal l be considere d  as 
eng ag e d  i n  the Coa sting or Colon i al Trade . 

They wo uld the re fore have the i r  carg oe s en tere d d uty free . 1 0 2 

In Van Diemen ' s  Land the s i t uation vJas di f fe ren t .  The 

c us tom s o ffi ce rs had le vi e d  a fi ve percen t ad valorem d uty 

on a l l  g oods from New Ze a l an d .  Th us in De cember: 1 8  30 J .  G .  

Brigg s , a me rchan t  an d owner o f  the Dragon , compl ained to 

the Coloni a l  S e c re tary that he had had to pay the fi ve percent 

duty to ente r  his New Zealand timbe r at Hobart whe rea s  i t  

would have been d uty and wh ar fage free in New So uth Wale s .  He 

claime d th at the Van Diemen ' s  Land mer ch ants shoul d  be a l lowe d 

to ' pa rti cipate in the Pro fi ts ' to be de ri ve d  fro� the New 

Ze a lan d  trade to the same ex ten t as the i r  New So uth Wale s 

co un te rparts . The Van Diemen ' s  Land c us tom s o f fi ce r s  ag reed 

wi th thi s sen timen t and the Li e ut-Gove rn or di re c te d  them to 

adm i t  Brigg s ' carg o  d uty free and to find o ut abo ut New So uth 

Wa le s p racti ce s . When the o ffi ce rs in formed Go ve rnor Arth ur 

tha t  the New S o uth Wa le s g o ve rnmen t al lowe d New Z e a land goods 

1 0 1 . 

1 0 2 . 

C ustom s , New S o uth Wales to C us tom s , Van Diernen ' s Land 
2 2  Jan uary 1 8  31 , VDL : Co lon i a l  Se cre tary : Gene ral  
Corre spon de n ce , ( AOT , CSOl/4 8 0 /1 0 6 8 7 ) ; Cus tom s to  
Colon i a l  Se cre tary , 2 9 Jan uary 1 8  36 , NSW : Colon i al 
Se cre tary : Le tte rs Re cei ved , C us tom s . 1 8 36 ,  ( AONSW , 
4 /2 31 5 . 2 , i tern 36 I 8 9 0 )  . 

��. , l Apr i l 1 8 30 .  
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to be ente re d  duty free and g enera l ly free o f  whar fag e fee s , 

he in fo rm e d  the o ffi ce rs th at he wo uld 1 approve o f  the 

prod uce o f  Ne\v Ze aland being impo rte d i n to thi s Colony exa c t ly 
I 1 0 3  on the same te rm s  as that o f  New S o uth Wale s . 

New Ze a l and p roduce was , as  the New South Wales 

o ffi ce rs had imp li e d  in the le tte r ci te d  abo ve , given othe r 

c us tom s advan tages . When New Ze a l an d  c arg oe s  we re l ande d  at 

a s u f fe ran ce or a private wha r f  1 whar fag e fee s  we re on ly one ­

thi rd o f  those applying at p ub l i c  wh arve s . 1 0 4  Al so i f  a 

me rchan t we re to tow New Ze a l an d  timbe r from the importing 

ve s se l  and land i t  at h i s  own whar f ,  wi tho ut in c urring addi ti on ­

a l  expense for the g o ve rnment , the t im b er co uld be lande d free 
1 0 5 o f  wh ar fage . The Li e ut- Go ve rnor o f  Van Diemen ' s Lan d di d 

. 1 0 •  not seem a s  wi lling to favo ur New Zeal an d  prod uce i n  th1 s  way . 

Apa r t  from the se pri vi lege s ,  ve s s e l s  sai ling to and from New 

Ze a l an d  we re charg e d  whar fage , tonnage and o ther d ue s  on the 

1 1 d . f . d 1 0 7  s ame s e a  e as ve s se s eng age 1n ore1g n  tra e .  

Whe re i t  was ob vi o us ly in the i r  bes t inte re s ts the 

colon i al merchan ts s upporte d  the fa vo ured s tatus wh i ch was 

accorded to imp orts from New Ze a l and . Howe ve r as  a m a rke t they 

pre fe rre d New Zea land to remain classed as foreign . Thi s  was 

parti c ularly use ful for m e rchants  who' wan ted to export tobacco 

10 3 .  

1 0 4 . 

1 0 5 . 

1 0 6 . 

1 0 7 . 

B rig g s  to Colon i al Secre t ary , 1 7  De cembe r  1 8  30 , ( AOT 1 
CSOl /4 8 0 /1 0 6 8 7 ) . 

Orde r , 2 9 Septembe r 1 8  31 , ci ted in Gove rnor 1 s note on 
C ustom s  to Co lon i al Secre tary , 2 3 Aug us t  1 8  3 3 , NSW : 
Colon i a l  Se cre tary : Le tte rs Re cei ve d)' C us tom s 1 8  32 - 3 1 
( AONSW , 4 /2 1 9 0 , i tem 3 3/5 5 0 8 ) ; Co lon i a l  Se cre tary to 
Cus tom s , 2 8 Aug us t  1 8  33 , NSW : C us tom s : Le t ters Re ce i ve d  
from Co loni al  Se c re tary , 1 8 3 3-4 , ( AONSW , 4 /5 0 8 0 ) , 
f .  7 3 3a- 7 34 a .  

Colon i a l  Se c re tary to C us tom s , 1 4  J une 1 8 3 3 ,  ( AONSW , 
4 /5 0 8 0 ) , f . 6 9 4b-6 9 5 a .  

C us tcm s  to P . W .  We l s h , 1 1  Apri l 1 8 34 ,  and C us tom s to 
J .  Boye s , 2 7 Aug us t 1 8  34 , VDL :  C us toms : Le t te rbook o f  
Inward arid Outward Co rre sponden ce , 6 Febr uary 1 8 3 3-
1 8 4 0 , ( AOT , CUS4 ) I pp . 2 3 , 34 - 6 . 

C ustom s  to Colon i a l  Se c re tary , 2 9  Jan uary 1 8 36 ,  ( AONSW , 
4 /2 31 5 . 2 ,  i tern 36 / 8 9  0 )  ; C ustom s  to Co lonial Se cre tary , 
2 9  Jan uary 1 8 36 ,  NSW : C us tom s : C op i e s  o f  Le tte rs Sent 
Wi thin the Co lony o f  Nev-1 So uth Wale s , 1 9  Septein be r  1 8 35 -
7 Ma rch 1 8 39 ,  ( AONS\.V , 4 /51 0 8 ) , pp . 31 -2 . 
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an d spi rits to New Zealan d . When the se prod uc t s  we re lande d 

in the colony for ' home con s unption ' the importe rs had to p ay 

h d t 1 0 8 I f  h th d t '  d a e a  vy u y .  , owe ve r ,  ey  we re e s  - lne for fo re ig n  

co tmtrie s ( that i s , for re -export)  the spi ri ts and tobacco 

we re he ld in the colon i a l  bonds tore and p ut on board the 

exporting ve s s e l  witho ut thi s  d uty being paid . Tradi tion a l ly 

ve s se ls trave lling to fore ign ports we re al lowe d a supply o f  

duty free con s unable s based on the e s timate d leng th o f  the 

voyage and re s tri cte d  to h a l f a pint o f  spi ri ts pe r m an pe r 

week and , for whaling ve s s e l s , h a l f a p o tm d  o f  tobacco pe r 
1 0 9 man . Apparen tly any spiri ts or tobacco dec lare d in the 

carg o as des tine d for the s uppl y  o f  a whal ing s t ation or for 

trade wi th Maori s we re a l s o  i s s ue d  from the bonds tore . 1 1 0  Thi s 
was parti c Ul arly im portan t when tobacco becam e  an indi spe n s ­

abl e  i tem o f  trade with Maori s .  

A prob lem arose be c a us e  the re we re no ag ents or 

c us tom s  o f fi ce r s  at New Z e a land who c o uld che ck that the 

spi rits or t.oba cco c le are d for tha t  c o tm try we re actual ly 

lande d  the re . S om e  m erchan ts , i t  seemed ,  sm UJg led barre l s  o f  

spi rits b ack into the co lon ie s , de c lare d  i t  a s  fl o ur  o r  vlh ale 

oi l fra.'ll New Zealand , and the re fore had i t  e n te re d  duty free . 

They then so ld the al cohol and tobacco at large pro fi t  to 

them se l ve s  b ut ,  at the sam e  time , tmder the cos t o f  the leg a l ly 
. d d d . d . t 1 1 1  h . 1 d f . . 1mporte an uty pal 1 em s .  Some s 1p oa s o sp1 r1ts 

and tob ac co ne ve r  got to the i r  de s tin ati on at Nevi Zealand . 'I'he y  

we re o ff- loaded onto othe r ve s se ls a long the coasts -o f the 

1 0  8 .  

1 0 9 . 

1 1 0 .  

1 1 1 . 

See , for instan ce , Bri sbane , Pro c lam ation , 1 4  Jan uary 
1 8 2 5 I H . R .  A .  I 1 I XI I 4 9 2 - 3 .  

Custom s , L a un ce s ton to C us tom s , Hobart , 2 9  Novembe r 
1 8  30 , VDL : C us tom s : Inward Corre s ponden ce , 1 6  Apri l 
1 82 7 -1 8 No vember 1 8 5 0 ,  ( AOT , CUSl ) .  The 1 8 30 New South 
Wale s Act a l l owe d one g a l lon o f  spiri ts per m an pe r 
m on th - S .  G .  , l Apri 1 1 8  30 . 

J .  Jone s to C us tom s , 1 2  Jan uary 1 8 39 ,  NSW : C us tom s : 
Le tters Re ce i ve d  from Pri vate Indi vi d ua l s ,  1 8  31 - 4  0 ,  
( AONSW , 4 /5 1 1 2 )  I f . l 2  3 .  

Min ute No . 2 5 , 6 May 1 8 31 ,  NS1.V : Ex e c uti ve Coun ci l : Min ute s 
( AONSW , 4 /1 5 1  7 ) , p .  2 0 0 ; C us tom s to Colon i a l  Se cre tary , 
30 July 1 8 32 ,  and e n c los ure ( AONSW , 4 /2 1 9 0 , i tem 32 / 
5 6 4 2 ) ; S . H .  I 5 J uly 1 8 39 .  
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1 1 2  colon i e s  an d then sm ugg led back t o  Sydney or  Hobart . 

Thi s  leg a l  fi ction o f  New Ze a land ' s  be ing a t  on ce 

a fore ign s tate an d part o f  the coas tal trade o f  the B ri t i s h  

colon i e s was e ven tually faced i.n 1 8  39 v;rhen the New S o uth 

Wal e s  Leg i s lati ve Co un ci l  debate d  a Bi l l  to repe al the C us tom s 

Act o f  1 8 30 .  The on ly con tenti o us c lause in the Bi l l  was C la us e  

L whi ch aimed t o  re s tri ct the de fini ti on o f  ' coas ting trade ' 

to ports an d harbo urs on the colon i al coas tline s . A spe c i a l  

s ubcanm i t tee was e s tab li she d t o  he ar e vi dence con cerning thi s 
1 1 3 c l a use . Al l the s ubmi s s i on s  c am e  from m e rchants in vo l ve d  

in t h e  s hore wh aling in d us try o f  New Zealand . 1 1 4  

The s ub canrn i t tee re c ommended that New Ze aland and 

other S o uth Se a I s lands be con s i dere d  fore ign ports and that 

goods imported from thence sho uld be s ub j e c t  to a fi ve pe rcent 

ad va lorem d uty . Howe ve r because o f  the de s tr ucti ve e ffe cts 

s uch a tax wo uld have on the ind us t.ry an d on the in ve s bnen ts 

o f  co l on i a l  me rch ants , the s ubcamni t tee re ca'1lmeride d that wh a le 
1 1 5  produc ts  obtained by Bri t i sh s e amen be exempt from druty . 

The Coun ci l was unm oved by the req ue s t  and C la use L o f  the New 

S o uth Wale s Act 3 Vi c tori a c 3 i n c l uded on ly the por t s  from 

Cape Capri corn to the e as te rn lim i ts o f  the provi n ce o f  So uth 

Aus t ral i a  in the d uty fre e  coas tal trade o f  New S o uth Wa le s .  

The d i re con s eq uence s predi c ted by those who oppose d 

the pas s ing o f  the c l a use we re h ardly g i ven a chan ce to 

e ven t uate . Be fore the Act was sen t to London for appro va l 

11 2 . 

11 3 

1 1 4 . 

1 1 5 . 

See , for exam p le , the case o f  the Dart and Wi l l i am in 
C us tom s to Board o f  Comm i s s ioners o f  C ustom s , 7 J uly 
1 8 31 ,  NSW : C us tan s : Copi e s  o f  Le tte r s  Sent to the Board 
o f  Comm i s s i oners o f  C us tom s , London , 1 82 9 -1 8 35 , 
( AONSW , 4 /51 1 6 , ) , p . l 2 2 - 3 i  S . H . , 1 3  J une 1 8 31 .  

S . H . , l 7 J uly 1 8 3 9 . 

The wi tne s s e s  were Fran c i s  Mi tche l l , John Jone s , Ran ulph 
Dacre , Ge org e We l le r , S tuart Donaldson an d Thom as Walker 

C ustom s ' Reg ulation s  Bi  11 Comm i ttee , Report , 1 6  J uly 
1 8 39 ,  N . S . W .  Leg i s l ati ve Co u..'1ci l :  Vote s an d Proceeding s ,  
1 8  39 . 



2 7 0  

( 1 0  Feb r uary 1 8 4 0 )  Gove rn or Gipps had ex tended the bo undarie s 

o f  hi s Comm i s sion to cove r  the parts o f  New Zea land whi ch h ad 

been cede d to the Crmvn . By Hobs on 1 s p ro c l am ation on 2 1  Hay 

1 8 4 0 , thi s i n cl ude d the whole co un try . 1 1 6 
Tran s - Tasm an trade , 

in con se q uence , became d uty free unti l 1 8  A UJ us t 1 8 41 . 1 1 7 

The othe r area in which the g o ve rnments g a ve New 

Ze aland a spe ci a l  s tat us was in the reg i s tration o f  New 

Zealand-b ui lt ve s se ls . The prob lem was two- fold . The colon i a l  

ports we re not 1 free port s 1 , that i s , on ly ve s s e l s  from those 

n ati on s pe rm i t te d  to trade wi th Bri ti s h  pos s e s s i ons  we re 

a llowe d to en ter the ports . Whi le New Ze a l and had no shipping 

it was ne ve r  deemed nece s s ary to add he r to the li st o f  

appro ve d  co un trie s o f  origin . The se cond aspe c t  o f  the prob lem 

was tha t  beca use the re was n o  g o ve rnm en t an d no b ure a ucr acy 

in New Zea l an d  the ve s s e l s  b ui lt the re c o uld not be reg i ste red . 

Witho ut a reg i s tration a ve s se l  was l i able to sei z ure and 

attack by the shipping o f  any othe r n a ti on . Thi s was. a parti c­

ul arly signi fi c an t  prob lem for the timber and fl ax trade since 

mos t o f  the ve s s e l s  whi ch we re laid down in New Ze a l an d  we re 

being b ui lt for the prose c ution o f  that trade . 

The fi rst  re cord o f  an a ttempt to de al with the 

prob lem con ce rne d the Nevl Zealan de r  whi ch h ad been b ui lt a t  

Te Horeke i n  1 82 7 . 1 1 8  When the brig an tine arri ved i n  port 

1 1 6 . 

1 1 7 .  

1 1 8 .  

A . H .  McLintock , Crown Co lony Go ve rnmen t  in New Ze a land , 
We l ling ton , 1 9 5 8 ,  pp . 5 4 - 6 1 . 

Abe rcrombie to Colon i a l  S e c re tary , 5 May 1 8 4 0 , NSW : 
Co lon i a l  Se cretary : Le tte rs  Re ce i ved , New Ze a l and 
1 8 4 0 -1 , ( AONSW , 4/2 5 0 4 ) ;  C us tom s  to Colon i a l  Se cre tary , 
1 8  November 1 8 41 , NSW : Co loni al  Secre tary : Le tte rs 
Re cei ve d , New :ze aiand 1 8 4 1 , ( AONSW , 4 /2 5 2 7 . 41 i tem , 
41 /1 0 0 7 4 ) , E . J .  Tapp , Early New Zea land , A Dependen cy 
o f  New S o U:th Wale s ,  1 7 8 9 -1 8 4 1 , Me lbourne , 1 9 5 8 , pgl 5 2 - 3 . 

The three ve s se l s  pre vi o us ly known to have been b ui l t in 
New Zea l an d  did not face the se problem s . The Pro vi den ce 
pa rti a l ly b ui lt by Bri t a11nia  s ai lors in 1 7 9 3 1 was s ai le d1 

to  Sydney from D usky B ay in 1 7 9 6 . S im i l arl� the As s i s t­
an ce ·.vh i ch arrived from the s am e  p lace in March 1 7 9 6 . 
Raine ' s  fi rs t New Zea land- b ui lt ve s se l ,  Enterpri se , was 
apparen tly g i ven New S o uth Wale s regi s ie ry wi tho ut any 
p roblem in March 1 8 2 8 - Raine to S i r  George M urray , 3 
Jan uary 1 82 8  ( si c ) , in Dar ling to Murray , 4 Jan uary 1 8 2 9 , 
NSW : Gove rno r :  De spatche s ,  1 8 2 9 , ( NPL/M , Al 2 0 4 ) , pp . 
31 - 4 1 ; !!.:_�:-�_:� · ' I ,  6 8 6 - 7 ; Tapp , p .  9 .  
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her, •owne r Thom as Raine req ue s te d  th at a reg i s te r  be pro vi ded 

for he r by the New S o uth Wa le s a uthori tie s . F . N .  Ro s s i , 

the acting Col le ctor o f  C us tom s , s o ught the advi ce o f  the 

Gove rnor . I t  was de cided to g ran t the New Ze alander a temporary 

li. cen ce to t rade wi th New So uth Wa le s . Thi s  was not cons i de re d  

as a reg i s trati on o f  the ve s se l  ( that i s  the colon i a l  g o ve rn ­

men t wo uld not unde rtake t o  p rote c t  the New Ze alande r on the 

high se as or in fore ign ports ) and the l i cen ce was on ly to be 

he ld un ti l the Bri t i s h  government had de liberated on the m a t:t.e r .  

Dar l ing then forwarded Raine ' s  app li cation to Eng land with the 

commendati on that : 

in a po litical  poin t o f  view , i t  appears highly 
de s i rab le that Mr . Raine and s uch pe rson s as 
are di sposed to form Es tabli shmen ts at New 
Ze a land . sho uld re ce i ve e ve ry po s s i b le enc o ur­
agement . 1 1 9  

Th i s  de spa tch e voked no re s pon se from the Co lon i al 

O ffi ce 1 2 0  although the Cornm i s s ione rs o f  Custom s  wrote to the 

New S o ut.h Wale s c us tom s  o ffi ce rs on 2 8 J uly 1 8  30 an d dire c ted 

th at b e c a use New Ze a land was  not a B ri ti sh pos se s s i on the 
1 21 New Zea lande r could n ot be regi ste re d  by them . The problem 

di d not go away . I t  arose ag ain when the Si r George Murray 

(perh ap s  Raine n am ed the barq ue a fte r the Secre tary o f  S t ate 

for the Colon i e s  as a political  m o ve to urge atten tion to the 

prob lem o f  reg i s trati on s )  arri ved in Sydney on 1 8  No vember 1 8 3 0 

and was promptly arre s ted an d i 'ts cargo se i ze d  by the c us toms 

f f . 1 2 2 . h '  . h . o .l eers . Ra1ne was bank rupt by t J. s tJ.me and t e SJ. r  �org e 

1 1 9 . 

1 2 0 . 

1 2 1 . 

1 2 2 . 

Da rling to Murray , 4 Jan uary 1 8 2 9 , and enclosure s , ( NP L/ 
M ,  Al 2 0 4 ) , pp . 2 3- 4 1 ; H . R . A . , 1 1 xrv , 6 0 3- 4 , 9 32 - 3 .  

H . R . A . , 1 ,  XIV , 9 5 8 . I t  i s  m i s s ing frc:m the micro fi lm 
copy o f  Co lon i al O f fi ce papers . 

Board o f  Commi ssioners o f  C us tom s to Cus tom s , 2 8  July 
1 8 30 ,  NSW : Custom s : Le tters from Boa rd o f  Cus tom s , 
London , 1 8 2 6 -1 8 3 3 ,  ( A us tralian Archi ve s , Sydney , S P  
1 0  8 3/4 ) 1 P • 5 4  • 

C us tom s  to Coloni a l  Secre tary , 1 9  No vember 1 8  30 , NS\\7 :  
Custom s : Cop i e s  o f  Le tte r s  Sent Wi thin the Co lony o f  
New South Wale s , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 32 , ( AONSW , 4 /51 0 5 ) , pp . 2 1 3- 5 . 
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Murray an d i t s  c arg o had been promi se d  fo r sale to s a ti s fy 

credi tors . Th us Raine ' s  tr us tees applied to the Exe c uti ve 

Coun c i l  fo r the re t urn o f  the c arg o and a l i cence o f  the type 

i s s ue d  to the New Z e a l ande r .  They we re prepare d  to en te r  into 

a £ 1 0 , 0 0 0  bond to s urrende r the ve s se l  and i ts c arg o  sho ul d  

the Bri ti s h  go vernment de c i de that the barq ue was in fac t  

l i ab le for sei z ure . The Exe c uti ve Co unci l ' deem ing i t  o f  

im portan ce to the i nte re s t  o f  the Col ony to enco urage as m uch 

as po s si b le a trade wi th New Ze aland ' de cided to g rant a 

li cence to the barq ue fo r t rading between New Ze aland and New 

So uth Wale s . The Co lon i a l  Secre tary instruc ted the c us toms 

o ffi ce r s  to i s s ue the l i cence and in the m e an tim e the matter 
. f d . . . . . 1 2  3 was ag a1n sent or ec1 s1on 1n Br1 ta1n . 

The re sponse o f  the Bri t i sh Comm i s sioners o f  C us tom s 

to thi s  m o ve  was to orde r that ve s s e l s  from New Zea land we re 

ent i t le d  to import produce from the ir co untry o f  con s tr uction 

to New S o uth Wa le s and Van Diemen ' s  Land b ut that reg i s trati ons , 

e i ther Bri t i sh or coloni al , c o ul d  not be i s s ued . 1 2 4  The ve s se l s  

that we re thus li cens ed we re pe rmi tted t o  p ay d utie s and fee s  

h 1 f . . h f 1 2 5  a t  t e s ame rate as ve s se s o Br1 t1s m an u  acture . 

The s i tuation was further compli cate d  by the ex piry 

o f  the original l i cen ce g ranted to the New Z e a lande r . When the 

ve s se l  arri ve d  in Sydney in Jan uary 1 8 3 3  i t  was arre s te d  and 

i t s  whale oi l con fi s cate d .  The ve s se l was re le ased a fte r the 

owne r ,  J . H . Grose , ag reed to ente r  a bond for twi ce the va l ue 

o f  the ve s se 1 and i t s  c arg o whi le the m atte r was re fe r re d 

ag ain to London . 1 2 6  In Octobe r 1 8 3 3 the Tre a s ury ins tr ucte d 

1 2  3 .  

1 2 4 . 

1 2 5 . 

1 2 6 . 

Min ute No . l ,  6 Jan uary 1 8 31 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /1 5 1 7 ) , pp . 6 2 - 3 ;  
Colon i a l  Se cre tary to C ustoms , 1 2  Jan uary 1 8 31 ,  NSW : 
C us toms : Le tter s Re ce i ved from Colon i a l  Se c re tary , 1 8 31 ,  
( AONSW , 4/5 0 7 8 ) ,  f . 2 8 lb . 

Board o f  Co:rn..rn i s si oners o f  Cus tom s to Cus tom s , 2 7 Aug us t  
1 8 31 ,  (Aus tral i an Arch i ve s , Sydney , S P1 0 8 3/4 , p . l 2 2 . 

C us tom s to Ge orge We l le r ,  1 9  November 1 8 3 3 ,  and C us toms 
to Joseph Grose , 3 J uly 1 8 34 ,  NSW : C us tom s : Copies o f  
Le tte rs Sen t Wi thin the Co lony o f  New So uth Wale s , 1 8 32 -
1 8  35 , ( AON SW , 4/51 0 6 ) , pp . 1  71 , 2 1  7 - 8 . 

S . G . ,  1 5 , 1 7 ,  1 9  Jan uary , 2 Febr uary 1 8 3 3 ;  S . H . ,  1 0  
Jan uary 1 8  3 3 .  
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the Board o f  Custom s  that a.l l  li cen ce s  g ran ted to New Zea land­

b ui l t ve s se l s  were to be lim i te d  to three years an d that no 

more lhzence s were to b e  i s s ue d  a fte r the end o f  1 8 3 3 . 1 2 7  

That rem ained the s i t uati on un ti l Jam e s  Busby , as  

Bri t i sh Re s i den t in  New Zealand , a s s em b le d  a mee ting of  2 0 - 30 

chie fs in March 1 8 34 .  At thi s  mee ting the chi e fs chose a 

' New Zea land flag • whi ch was in t urn re cognised by a s al ute 

from the g un s  o f  HMS Allig ator_ . 1 2 8  By re cogni s ing the flag 

an d m ak ing B usby ' s  appointment , i:he Bri tish government had 

o ffi ci a l ly acknowle dged the independen ce o f  the ' State o f  

New Zea lan d ' .  Cus tom s o f fi c i a l s  ag ain asked i f  New Zealand 

h - - d d l- uld b d d f - 1 2 9  s 1pp1ng an pro uce sno e reg ar e as ore1gn . 

By thi s time the co lon i a l  g o ve rnments we re too commi tte d  

to enc ouraging trade with New Zealand to change the sys tem . 

Be s i de s  in New S outh Wale s the Legi s lati ve Counci l whi ch would 

have h ad to appro ve an y change s was  large ly compose d  o f  

me rch ants who had a stake in New Ze a l an d  trade . 1 30 Lie ut­

Go ve rnor Arth ur re spon de d by de c l aring th at all  ve s se l s  wh.i.. ch 
were flying the New Zealand flag wo uld be reg arde d as  New 

Ze a l an d  regi s te red an d the i r  produce wo uld be e n te re d  into Van 

Diemen ' s Lan d  d uty free . 1 31 Go ve rnor Bourke re fe rre d the m atte r 

again to the Co lonial O f fi ce , 1 32 b ut con tin ue d  to a l low the 

c us tom s o f fi ce rs to i s s ue li cen ce s to New Zealand-b ui l  t ve s se l s , 

1 2 7 .  

1 2 8 .  

1 2 9 . 

1 30 .  

1 31 .  

1 32 .  

Board o f  Comm i s s ione rs o f  Cus tom s to Cus tom s , 2 0  De cembeJ 
1 8 3 3 ,  ( A us tra li an Archi ve s , Sydney , SP1 0 8 3/4 ) p . 2 5 6 ; 
Board o f  Comm i s s i oners o f  C us tom s to Cus tom s , 2 6  Febr uar� 
1 8 36 ,  NSW : C ustom s : Le tte rs Re ce i ved from Board o f  
Commi s sioners o f  Custom s , London , 1 8 35 - 36 , ( AONSW , 
4 /5 0 6 0 ) , f .  38 4 .  

E .  Ramsden , B usby o f  Wai tang i : H . M . ' s Re s i den t at Ne\v 
Zealahd , 1 8 3 3- 4 0 , We l ling ton , 1 9 4 2 , pp . 6 4 - 6 . 

See for exam p le cus tom s of fi cers note , 7 Oc tobe r 1 8  34 , or 
B usby to Co lon i il Se cre tary , 4 Septembe r 1 8 34 ,  ( AOT , CUS 4 ;  
pp . 37 - 4 0 . 

The se we re Robe rt Campbe l l , Ri chard Jon e s , Alex ande r 
Berry , John Ma carthur and John B lax land . 

Arth ur to B usby , 2 3  Octob er 1 8 3 4 ,  ( WAre , B Rl /1 ) . 
Bo urke to S tan ley , 2 9  Apri l 1 8 3 4 , � . R . A . , l , XVI I , 4 1 2 . 
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s uch a t  the Fanny in 1 8 35 . 1 3 3 

In repl y  to Bourke the Co lon i a l  O f fi ce agreed that a 

ve s s e l could be rega rde d as New Zeal an d  regi s te re d  i f  i t  flew 

the New Ze a l and flag and c arried a ce rti fi cate o f  reg i s  try 

s igned by B usby and ' the Chie fs • . 1 34 Also the Treas ury s tated 

that i t  was prepare d  to rel ax the con di tion s  o f  the Re ciproci ty 

Act ( 3 & 4 Wl li arn IV c5 4 )  which req ui re d  that three-q uarte rs 

o f  the c rew o f  the ve s se l  would have to be Maori s .  Ins t e ad 

they di re cte d that : 

. . .  in the p re sent s ta te o f  New Zea land , a l l  
Ve s s e l s  the re b ui l t  and owned an d n ayig ate d 
jointly , o r  separate ly , by Native s  o f  the 
I s l and , or by Bri ti sh S ub j e c t s , shal l be 
adm i tte d at the Aus tra li an Co lon i e s  as the 
prope r Ships o f  that ' I s l and - 1 35 

And that was whe re the matte r  re s te d . 

FROM THE I R  con c e rn to make the trade wi th New Ze a l and a s  free 

as pos s l b le the colon i a l  and Bri t i sh gove rnments were wi l ling 

to runend , bend and e ven d i s regard s tatute s , reg ulation s and 
con ven tion s . Howe ve r they we re a l s o  q ui ck to impose reg ulation s 

on the trade . In so doing they we re attempting to extend 

Bri t i s h  leg al j ur i sdi ction an d prote ct.ion to bo·th Haoris and 

Europe an s  in New Ze a l and . 

The c re di t  for the fi rs t attempt to reg ulate Mao ri ­

Europe an cont acts be longed to Go ve rnor P .  G .  King . Tak ing the 

wide s t  i n te rpre t a tion o f  hi s Comm i s si on o v�r the i s l ands 

1 3 3 .  

1 34 .  

1 35 .  

Custom s to Co lon i al Se c re tary , 2 2  March 1 8 35 ,  NSW : 
Co lon i a l  S e c re tary : Le tte rs Re ce i ve d , Custom s . 1 8 35 ,  
( AONSW , 4 /2 2 7 2 . 5 ,  i tem 35/2 0 8 5 ) . 

Abe rdeen to Bo urke , 2 1  De cembe r 1 8 3 4 ,  H . R .� . , l , XVI I , 6 0 8  

C us tom s to Co lon i a l  S e c re tary , l 7 Aug us t  1 8  35 , ( AONSW , 
4 /51 0 6 ) ,  p . 3 3 4 : Co lon i a l  Se c re tary to B usby , 1 9  Aug us t  
1 8 35 ,  NSW : Co lon i a l  Secretary : Copi e s  o f  Le tte rs Sent 
O ut s i de the Colony , " Foreign " ,  1 8 31 -1 8 36 ,  ( AONSW , 4 / 35 2 3 
i tem 3 5 /1 7 ) . See a lso Cus tom s  n ote on Dacre to Colon i a l  
Se c re ta ry , 2 0  March 1 8 38 ,  NSW : Colon i al Secretary : 
Le tte rs Re cei ve d , New Z e a l an d  1 8 38 ,  ( AONSW , 4/2 4 1 2 . 1 ,  
i tem 3 8 /2 8 0 0 ) . 
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' ad j a cen t '  to New So uth Wale s , King req ui red that mas ters be 

re s pon s i ble for the we l fare o f  any i s l an ders they bro ught to 

Sydney and also that no i s l ande r  could be taken from Sydney 

wi tho ut wri tten perm i s sion from the Gove rnor . 1 36 The ope ration 

o f  thi s orde r did not remove comp lain ts abo ut the .i l l- tre atment 

o f  Maori s .  There fore Gove rnor Ma cq uarie i s s ue d a Pro c l amation 

on 1 De cem be r 1 8 1 3  whi ch a l lowed for m a s te r s  o f  ve s se l s  trading 

at New Ze a lan d  to be fined Jl O O O  sho uld they m i s tre at i s landers 

in any way .  Masters had to sign a bon d to that e ffe ct be fo re 

h 1 f d h 1 . 1 1 37 h .  h t ey e t Sy ney or any o t  e r  c o  on 1 a  port . To t 1 s  e 

added prohibi tions on rem oving Maori s from New Ze aland wi tho ut 

the pe rm i s sion o f  ce rtain chi e fs an d Thomas Ken da l l , whom he 

had appointed a Justi ce of the Peace , and on le aving E uropean s  

in New Ze aland wi tho ut simi lar pe nn i s si on . 1 3 8 

The ine ffe cti vene s s  o f  the me as ure s o f  1 8 1 3  was shown 

by the re s ult o f  Sam ue l  Harsden ' s  bringing be fo re the New 

South Wale s mag i s trates two we ll atte sted and doc uneni:ed case s 

o f  Maori s be ing i l l- tre ate d by E urope an s vi s i ting New Ze a l an d .  

Both c ase s we re di sm i s sed as be ing o ut s i de the j urisdi ction o f  

t. t 1 39  . . . 1 8 2 3 ne c o ur . Moreover , a s  B1gg e was to po1nt out 1 n  , 

be ca use no dupli cate s o f  the bon ds we re taken , on ly i n  the 

unl ike ly e vent o f  a ve s se l ' s  re turn ing to Ne\v So uth Wale s and 

the production o f  adeq uate an d re li able e vidence , could any 

t . s ucceed . 1 4 0 pro se c u  1on 

The nex t  attempt at con trol thro ugh leg i s la tion c ame 

in the p a s s ing o f  an Act by the Bri t i s h  P arliament . The Act 

( 5 7  Ge orge I I I  c 5 3 )  pro vi de d fo r the pun i shment o f  m urders  

an d man s la ughters committed o utside ' Hi s  Maj e s ty ' s  Dominion s '  

as i f  they had been comm i t ted on the High Se a s  ( the proce s s  

1 36 .  

1 3 7 .  

1 38 .  

1 39 .  

1 4 0 . 

P . G . King , Pa,per s , Vo l .  8 ,  Furthe r Papers  1 7 7 5 -1 8 0 6 , 
(NPL/M , A 1 9 8 0 -1 ), p .2 9 6 ; H , R . N . Z . , I ,  2 5 7 - 8 .  

S . G . , 4 , 1 1 , 1 8 , 2 5  De cembe r 1 81 3 ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  31 6 - 8 ; 
H . R . A . , 1 ,  VI I I , 9 8 -1 0 0 . 

S . G . , 1 2 , 1 9 , 2 6  Novembe r 1 8 1 4 ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  32 8 - 9 . 
-. --- . --·--

Yarwood , pp . l 9 1 - 2 . 

Bigge to Bath urs t ,  2 7  Febr uary 1 8 2 3 ,  B . T . , Box 2 8 ,  
7 1 8 7 - 8 ; H . R . N  . .  Z . , I ,  5 8 8 . 
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for s uch p uni shments having been de fined i n  4 6  George I I I  c5 4 ) . 

New Ze aland , Tahiti and Hond uras we re spe ci fi c a l ly mentione d 

i n  the Act . The we aknes s  o f  thi s  leg i s lation was that , un ti l  

1 8 2 3 ,  there was n o  pro vi s i on for S upreme Co urt s  in New S o uth 

Wale s and Van Diemen ' s  Lan d .  O ffenders woul d  th us have had to 

be taken to Cey l on for tri a l . 1 41 The on ly known New Ze aland 

re l ate d charge s to be bro ught unde r thi s Act were bro ught 

ag ain s t  Jame s Dun le a vy and th:cee othe r s  who had m ur dered Jame s 

Aldridge . The alleged m urde r took p l a ce aboard the Drome dar� 
in Whang aroa on 2 1  No vember 1 82 0 .  The trial t.ook p lace in 

Sydney on 2 9  De cembe r 1 8 2 0 .  Dun le avy was fo und g ui l ty whi le 

the othe r men we re acq ui tte d .  Co un s e l  for the de fence req ue s te d  

an arre s t  o f  j udgement and s o  sen tencing wa s de fe rre d . 1 4 2  No 

furthe r i n form ation i s  a vai l ab le b ut i t  i s  as s une d  tha t the 

de fen ce counse l pe rs uade d the co l on i a l  co urt to r ule i tse l f  

in compe tent to try s uch a c ase . 

The Ac t whi ch pro vi de d  fo r the e s tabli shment o f  S upreme 

Co urt s in New South Wale s and Van Diemen ' s Land ( 4 George IV 

c 9 6 )  also ex tended the range o f  crime s that could be tried in 

the co lon i e s  and de c lared that any crim e s  commi tte d  by 

Briti sh s ub j e cts in the S ou'ch Se a s  I s lan ds , spe ci fi ca l ly New 

Ze aland an d Tahiti 1 wo ul d  be t ri e d  and o f fenders p uni shed as 

i f  the crime h ad taken place in B ri t ain . Go ve rno r  Bri sbane 

c a used a spe c i a l  Proc lamation to be p ri n ted anno un cing the 

ex ten sion o f  leg a l  j uri sdi ction to cove r  crime s commi tted in 

the S o uth Seas , as  di d Gove rnor Darling an d Li e ut - Go vernor 

Arth ur when an amended Act ( 9  Ge orge IV c 8 3 ) replace d  the 

earlier Act in 1 82 8 . 1 4 3 

The e f fe ct i vene s s  o f  the se new powers and the competence 

o f  the colon i a l  j udi ci ary we re te s ted in 1 82 7  by the case o f  

Deni s McDowe l l .  He was tri e d  for intent to i n fli c t  grie vo us 

bodi ly harm on an intending fe l low se ttler on board the Ro s ann a 

whi le the ve s se l  was in New Ze alan d . He was freed \vhen hi s 

1 4 1 . 

1 4 2 . 

1 4  3 .  

Yarwood , p .  1 9 2 ; Adam s , pp . 5 2 - 3 .  

Cr ui se , p . l 7 5 - 6 ; S . G . , 30 De cembe r 1 8 2 0 . 

S . G . , 2 0  May 1 82 4 , 1 7  No vembe r  1 8 2 8 ;  H . T . C . , 2 0  
De cembe r 1 8 2 8 ;  Adams , p .  5 3 . 

-----
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couns e l  suc c es s fully argued that Lord E l l enborough ' s  Act 

( 4 3 George I I I  c 5 7 ) , under wh ich he V.'a s  be ing tried for 

' cutting and ma iming ' ,  d id not apply to New Zealand as the 

country wa s out s ide the boundar i e s  of the New South Wal es 

" t 1 4 4  fie • 

There were two other attempt s to provide legal control 

over the behaviour of traders at New Zealand . The f ir s t  was 

Governor Darling ' s  Proc lamation , 16 Apr il 1 8 3 1 , bann ing the 
1 4 5  importation o f  preserved heads . . The  second wa s the abortive 

attempt in the Imperial Parliament to g ive the Governor of 

New South Wa l e s  power to provide leg i s l at ion for the prevention 

d . h t f . . d . z 1 d 
1 4 6  an pun 1 s  men o c r 1mes comm1tte 1n New ea an . 

Throughout the nineteenth century merchants  used 

var ious colonial courts and l egal proce s se s  in attempt s to 

c reate some o rder and control in the New Zealan d  trade . F i r s t  

they u sed legal  instrument s  t o  try and g ive some s ecurity to 

property and l ives in New Zealand . The s e  included agreement s 
1 4 7 between owners  and ma sters def in ing dut ies  and payments ,  

the witne s s ing of  charter party agreement s , bonds o f  bot tomry 

and the l ike . 1 4 8  Some sett lers and merchant s had colonial  

lawyers  dra\v up and regi ster land sales  between themse lves and 

New Z ea land Maori s . 1 4 9  Dec larations , such as Wi l l iam 

1 4 4 . 

1 4 5 . 

1 4 6 . 

1 4 7 .  

1 4 8 . 

1 4 9 . 

S . G . , 2 4  March , 6 Apri l  1 8 2 7 , 1 7  May 1 8 3 1 i Bri sbane to 
Bathu r s t , 8 February 1 8 2 5 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  XI , 4 9 5 - 6 ; 
McLaren and others v Den i s  McDowe l l , Information , 2 1  
March 1 8 2 7 , NSW : Supreme Court : C ivil Jur isdiction , 
( AONSW , S . B . 5 8 9 ) . 

S . G . , 2 1  Apr il  1 8 3 1 . However when Captain Cha r l e s  
Fremantle vi s ited the Bay of I s l ands in HMS �ha l l�er , 
1 7 - 2 0  November 1 8 3 2 , he c laimed that the trade wa s s t i l l  
be ing carried on-ADM 1 / 1 8 1 9 , f . 5 7 .  

Adam s , p .  5 4 . 

Ships Art i c l e s  and Agreement ,  Brig Perseverance , 3 0  
September 1 8 0 9 , NSW : Cour-t o f  Civil Juri sdiction : 
M i sc e l l aneou s Agreements , Indenture s ,  A s s ignmen t s , 
( AONSW 11 1 3 ,  Bm1dle 3 0 , items 7 8  and 9 8 ) . 

Raine v S tewart and Prince of Denmark , Schooner , 1 8 2 7 , 
NSW : Vice Admiralty Court : Case Papers ,  (AONSW , Box 2 /  
8 5 8 8 )  . 

For exampl e ,  John Jone s , evidence , Cu s tom s ' Regu l a t ion 
B i l l  Committee , yote s_and Procee�ings , 1 8 3 9 . 
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Lewington • s 1 Prote s t  o f  the Los s o f  the Her a ld 1 , were a l so 

lodge d  wi th the S upreme Court , in thi s  c ase for in s uran ce 
1 5 0  p urpose s .  

The se cond call on colon i a l  cour-ts we re ci vi l  case s . 

!vlos tl y  these i n vo l ve d  non - ful fi lment o f  c ontrac t s . For 

ins tance Matthew Hindson re fused to pay the cos t o f  cha rt­

e ring the Bee from Wi lliam C uthbert a fte r i t  h ad re t urned 

from New Ze a land . Hindson charged th at C uthbe rt had t aken 

advantage o f  the voyage to send s upp lie s to his fl ax agen t 

in New Z e a land when Hindson had reg arded the charte r as  being 

exc l us i ve ly hi s .  The court a s se s so rs fo un d  for C uthbe rt and 

awarde d  h im the ful l payment for the ch arte r . 1 5 1  Othe r c i vi l  

o ffen ce s bro ught be fore New So uth Wa le s  co urt s i n c l ude d the 

t f 1 5 2 h d . f . . . non -paymen o wage s , t e e s e r t1ng o a s a 1 lor ln New 
1 dl 5  3 d h . . . -f h 1 b - 1 5 4  Z e a  an an t e m1sappropr1 at1ng � · w a e one . 

Crimin a l  proceeding s whi ch con ce rned New Zealand can 

be d i vi de d  i n to three type s E urope an v Europe an , 1 Maori 1 
v E ur ope an , Europe an v Maori . Murde r was the c rime for whi ch 

m os t  o f  thi s litiga tion was bro ug h t . On m any occa s i on s  the 

s ui t s  we re un s ucce s s ful largely be c a use o f  a l ack o f  e vi dence 
. 1 5 5  being a vai lable from New Zea l and . Othe r case s n e ver g o t  

p a s t  the l aying o f  in formati ons wi th the Po l i ce Mag i s trate s , 

bl 1 b f . f f '  . . d 1 5 6  b pre s uma . y a so · e ca use o 1n s u  1 c1en t e vl ence or eca us e  

witne s s e s  and e ven de fen dants managed to e s cape be fore 

1 5 0 . 

1 5 1 . 

1 5 2 . 

1 5 3 . 

1 5 4 . 

1 5 5 . 

1 5 6 . 

He rald , O ffi cial De c larati on o f .Los s , 1 8 2 9 ,  (WTu , Ms �aper 
9 82 ) • 

Cuthbe rt v� Hindson , NS�� : S upreme Co urt : 3rd term 1 8  32 1 
J udg ement Ro l ls , ( AONSW 1 S . B . 8 1 1  ro l l  7 0 ) ; S . H .  2 7  
September 1 8  32 . 

Lynx , S . H . , 4 Aug ust 1 8 34 ;  Prote us , S . H . , 2 March 1 8 37 .  

McFarlane v We lle r 1 NSW : S upreme Co urt : 3rd te rm 1 8 32 ,  
Judgement Ro l ls , ( AONSW 1 S . B . 8 2 ,  ro l l  1 0 6 ) ; S . H . I 1 1  
Octobe r 1 8 32 ;  Cape Packe t , S . H . , 1 5  Aug us t  1 8 3 8 .  

Hindson v Jack , S . G . 1 9 March 1 8 3 3 ,  S . H . , 1 1  March 1 8 3 3 .  

For ins tan ce the trial of Edwin PaLlTler for m an s la ug h ter -
S . H . 1 1 7  May 1 8 37 ;  Co loni s t , 1 9  May 1 8 37 ;  McNab 1 Wha ling 
Chapte r XI I ;  and tri al o f  George Clear fo r s uppo sed 
m urde r o f  Charle s Woodg a te -- S . H . , 1 6  J-an uary 1 8 34 ;  J . H .  
H .  S t  John 1 Pakeha Ramble s Through Maori Lands , We l ling -
ton , 1 8 7 3 ,  p .  39 . 

----

For ex amp le , reported m urde r o f  m a s ter o f  Juno - S . H . , 
2 6  Septembe r 1 8 31 ;  m urde r reporte dly pe r formed by-a­
Captain Pate rson - S . H . , 2 4  October 1 8 31 .  
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1 5 7  arri ving in Sydney . Howe ve r two ce lebrated cases  o f  

European m urde re rs being tried and exe c ute d i n  the colonie s  

for crime s commi tted at New Zealand ( and on the hig h seas ) 

showed that the law was not wi tho ut tee th . Jame s Doy le was 

exe c uted for putting Captain Wright , a Bay o f  I s lands settl e r ,  

in ' bodi ly fe ar ' and s te a l ing from him , 1 5 8  and Sam ue l  Hi ve l l , 

Thom as Harri s and Robe rt Smith were h ung in Hobart for the 

m urde r o f  Captai n  Bragg aboa rd the Indus try in 1 835 . 1 5 9  

Othe r crimi n a l  charg e s  pre fe rred for incidents i n  New 

Zea land i n c l ude d ins ubordination on a wha ling ve s se l , 1 6  0 

1 6 1 a l leged as s a ul t ,  and a charge o f  m utiny ag ainst s oldie rs o f  

the 5 0 th reg iment who we re court m arti al le d fo l l owing 

inci dents on board HMS Al ligator during the voy age to re s c ue 

Mr s Guard an d her chi ldren in 1 8 34 . 1 6 2  

The Act o f  1 8 1 7  ( 5 7  Geo rge I I I  c5 3)  had , arg uab ly 1 

been i ntende d  to co ver ' m urde rs  and mans l a ughte rs ' co��i tted 

by E urope ans ag ainst n ati ve s  as  \·Je l l  as ag ain s t  ot.he r E uro­

pean s . It h ad been re cogni sed th at by some trade r s ' mi s tre at­

ment o f  Maori s ' gre at vio len ce has been done , and in general , 

s candal and pre j udi ce rai s e d  ag ain s t  the n ame and characte r 
1 6  3 o f  Bri ti sh an d othe r E urope an traders ' .  Howe ver the Ac ts 

o f  1 8 2 3 an d 1 8 2 8 ,  whi le they had ex·tended the range o f  crim e s  

that co uld be tried b y  co urts i n  New So uth Wal e s , had not 

re i te rated the po sition that E urope an s co ul d be he l d  crimina l ly 

l i ab le for out rage s on Maori s .  The in famo us case o f  John 

Stewart -- the E l i z abeth A f fai r - wa s an ex amp le o f  the 

1 5  7 .  

1 5 8 . 

1 5 9 . 

1 6 0 . 

1 6 1 . 

1 6 2 . 
1 6 3 .  

For ex ample , the s ai lor o ff the Nim rod - S . G . ,  2 5  Apri l ,  
2 1  May 1 8 39 .  

See reports:  S . H . , 3 Aug us t ,  6 ,  2 3  November , l l  Decembe r 
1 8 3 7 ;  Co lon i s t ,  1 9  Octobe r ,  9 ,  2 3  No vembe r ,  1 4  De cembe r 
1 8 37 ;  S . G . , I7 October , 1 4  Dec��be r  1 8 37 .  

See reports H . T . � . ,  8 Jan uary , 1 2  February . l 8 36 .  

Ang lem , �Q. , 2 8  March 1 8 3 3 .  

For examp le Loui s  Tre f far v Ma s te r  o f  C urrency Las s -
Colon i s t , 1 2  June 1 8 39 ;  § . G . , l 3  Jtme 1 8 39 .  

? · �· , 2 9  No vembe r 1 8 34 .  

S . � .  , 1 7  May 1 8  31 . 
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ex ception un de r thi s law .  The case wa s be fore the New S o uth 

Wale s S upreme Court from 1 4  February to 30 June 1 8 31 .  Because 

the p ro ceeding s had been de laye d thro ugho ut the s e s si on , 

S tewar t  \<Tas e ven tua l ly bound over on a pe rson al s e c uri ty o f  

£ 1 0 0 0 . He took thi s opportunity to flee from j us t i ce . 

The case was a complex one . Keen to m ake an ex ample 

o f  S tewart , Go ve rn or Darling and the Exe c uti ve Co un ci l  h ad 

dem ande d tha t he b e  charged with the capi tal o ffence o f  being 

an a c ce s sory to m urde r .  The Crown Soli ci tor , W . H .  Moore , 

be l i e ve d  that s uch a prose cution co uld not be s us tained s i n ce 

he coul d fin d  li tt le in the re le vant body o f  law to s how that 

a m urde r h ad been committed . ( It was , a fter al l ,  an  act of  war . ) 

He had s UJge s te d  th at a minor charge o f  m i s deme an our be pro­

cee de d  with . 1 6 4 Me anwhi le the men who we re charg e d  wi th 

Stewart and a l l  the witne s se s  used the de lays i n  procee dings to 

e s c ape from the colony . It has been s ugg e s ted tha t thi s m ay 

h a ve been the re s ult o f  col l usion be tween ce rtain me rchants 

and l aw o ffi cers . 1 6 5  Howe ver when the case was final ly re fe rred 

to the home government the law o ffi cers o f  the Crown g a ve  i t  

a s  thei r  opinion ' that by the Law o f  Eng land C aptain S te\vart. 

and Clementson the Mate are g ui l t as Acce s s ari e s , be fo re the 

Fac t ,  to the Mur der o f  Mara Nui and hi s Wi fe '  and t h at unde r 9 

George I V  c 8 3 the co urt s o f  New South Wa le s we re empowe re d 
1 6 6  to t ry the case . B ut by then Stewart had e s c ape d and the 

case was not proceede d  wi th . 

1 6  4 .  

1 6 5 . 

1 6 6 . 

Crown Soli citor to Co lon i al Secretary , 1 8  Apri l 1 8 31 1  
NSW : Exe c ut i ve Co tm ci l :  Appendi ce s to Min ute s ,  1 8 31 ,  
( AONSW 1 4/1 4 4 0 )  1 Appendix VV to Min ute 1 9  o f  2 6  

Apri l 1 8 31 ,  pp . 39 2 - 3 ; Crown Solicitor to W . C .  Wen tworth , 
2 1  May 1 8  3 1 , . King v S tew art 1 NSW : S upreme Co ur t : 
Criminal Juri sdi ction , ( AONSW , un sorte d  papers , 1 8 31 ) . 

McNab , Whaling , pp . 3 3 1  36 - 7 . 

Jenner 1 Denm an and Horne to King ' s  Pro cto r , 2 De cembe r 
1 8 31 ,  T 1 /2 8 30 ;  H . R . N . Z . , I I 1 5 9 7 . 
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The -on ly o ther attemp t , in co ur t , to bring E urope ans 

to book for o f fen ce s  ag ainst Maori s was the charge bro ug h t  

ag ain s t  Wi l li am Henry Wol ley a n d  John Smi th . They we re a c c used 

of b eating up a Maori s ai lor wi th a caps tain b a r  aboard the 

whaler Eli z abeth . In conuni tting Smi th fo r tri al the m ag i s tra·te 

commen te d  that be ca use Maori s had a r e ve nge ful di sposi tion 

' s uch con d uc t  might c a use the de ath o f  s e ve ra l  E urope an s at 

New Z e a l an d ' . 1 6 7 

The re appe ar to have bee n  three attempt s to bring Maori s 

to j us tice for c rime s ag ainst E uropean s . Afte r the �awe i s  

a tt a ck i n  1 8 2 9 , Campbe l l  & Co , the owners o f  the ve s se l ,  wrote 

to the Go ve rnor an d aske d i f  the Maori ring le a de r s  co uld be 

bro ug h t  to j us t i ce in New South Wa le s . The Attorney General 

rep l i e d  to the Gove rn or ' s  inq ui ry tha t  9 Geo rge I V  c 8 3  applie d 

on ly to the crime s  o f  Bri t i sh s tili j e cts i n  New Ze a l an d  and di d 

n o t  con fe r any j uri sdi ction for the co urt s  o ve r  c rime s  commi t te d  

b M 
. 1 6  8 

h . . d . d h y aor1 s . Howe ve r s ue n J. ce t1e s  1 not p re ven t t e attempt 

to prose c ute ' Te apati , Tyapoo an d Te tarroo ' who had bee n  pi cked 

up at sea whi le adri ft in a wha li ng boat . It  had bee n  repo r te d  

tha t  they had k i l le d  fi ve seamen on b oard the P l o�ghboy , an 

Ame ri can wha le r , and had then e s c aped i n  the boat . The Maori s 

c laim e d , to the con trary , that they had mere ly t ri e d  t o  e s cape 

from the vi olence o f  the m as te r  a fte r one o f  them h ad a c c i den t·­

ly fri ghtened away a whale be fore i t  co uld be k i l le d .  The case 

1 d . . d f 1 k f 1 . ' d  
1 6 9  

was on y l Sm l s se or _ a c  o con e us 1 ve e v1 e n ce . 

Fin a l ly , an attempt to take a Ma ori s ai lor to New S o uth \va le s  

t o  s tand tri a l  fo r m urdering a fe l l ow cre\vm an i n  New Ze a l an d  

fai l e d  when othe r Maori s fre e d  h i m  from hi s con finemen t abo ard 

th . d 
1 7 0 

e N1mro . 

Th us , wi th varying s uc ce s s , t rade rs and o f fi ci al s  we re 

able to appe al to leg a l  proce ss in the i r  e f forts to con tro l 

t r ade r s  in New Ze a l an d . Howe ve r , e ve n  thi s  sm a l l  me a s ure o f  

1 6 7 . 

1 6 8  .. 

1 6 9 .  

1 7 0 .  

��- , 1 2  September 1 8 31 .  

Attorney General to Co lon i a l Secretary , 31 July 1 8 2 9 , 
( AONSW , 4 /2 0 2 0 , i tem 2 9 /6 0 5 6 ) . 

S . H . , 1 4 ,  2 1 , 2 4 , 2 8 ,  31 Aug us t , 4 September 1 8 3 7 ;  
§ . G . , I 9  Aug· us t 1 8 3 7 .  
S . G . , 2 3  Apri l ,  2 1  May 1 8 39 .  
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s tabi l i ty g a ve me rchant� the con fi den<Be to in ve s t  in t rading 

at New Zea land . They we re sti l l  more enco uraged �hen a q uas i ­

leg a l  a uthori ty was appointed t o  re s i de i n  New Zea land . 

JAMES BUSBY , the Briti sh Re s i dent at New Zealand 1 8 3 3- 1 8 4 0 , 

rece i ved h i s  i n s tr uctions from Gove rnor Bo urke on 1 3  Apri l 

1 8 3 3 .  Hi s tasks we re to be m ul ti fari o us b ut we re i l l-de fine d .  

At the core he h ad the dual ro le o f  protecting both the Mao ri s  

from attack s b y  E urope an s and the • we l l  di spo sed ' E uropean s 

at New Ze a land from Maori rep ri s a l s . Thi s he was to do i n  

orde r to ' e s tab li sh upon a permanen t  bas i s  that good unde r­

standing and con fi den ce whi ch is  important to  the inte re s t  o f  

Gre at Britain an d /New S o uth Wale � to pe rpe t uate ' .  

The o the r ' important ob j e c t ' B usby was to keep i n  view 

was hi s ' d uty to a s s i s t  by e ve ry m e an s  in Lhi �7 pov1er the 

comme rci al  re l ations o f  Gre at Bri tain an d her Co lon i e s wi th 

New Zea l and ' .  To do thi s B usby vlas instructe d to become the 

' me di um o f  a l l  comm un i cati on ' be tween the chie fs and E urope an 

merchan t s  and m a s ters . He was a l s o  orde red to send to New 

South Wa le s ac c urate and de tai led i n form ation abo ut shipping 

in New Zea land wat.e rs  and to report on the s t ate o f  ag ri culture 

( e spe ci a l ly flax c ultivation s ) and commerce . 1 71 

Trade rs i n  New Zea land we l comed B usby ' s  appoin tmen t .  

�hey tho ught that the Bri ti sh Re s i dent ' s  primary task would 

be to pro vi de them wi th se c urity for thei r l i ve s , the i r  p rope rty 

d h . . 1 . . . 1 7 2 h 1 b 1 '  d h an t e 1 r  comme rc1a act1 Vl t1e s . T ey a so e 1 e ve t a ·t 

1 71 .  

1 7 2 . 

Bo urke to B usby , 1 3  Apri l 1 8 3 3 ,  C02 0 9 /l , f . l 0 7b-- l l 7b ;  
Corre spondence with the Se cret ary o f  S tate Re lati ve ·to 
New Z e a l and , G . B . P . P . ,  1 8 4 0 , XXXI I I , ( 2 3 8 ) , pp . 4 -6 . 

S .  G .  , 1 7  Novembe r  1 8  32 ; T .  Chapman , Lette rs and Jo urn als 
o f  Thom as Chaprn an , ( AP ,  type s cript , N Z 2 6 6 . 3SP C 4 6 ) , 
6 A ug us t 1 8  3 8 . 
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B usby wo uld act as a co urt o f  appea l  for di sp ute s between 

them s e l ve s  and between trade rs an d Haori s .  At the s am e  time , 

howe ve r , they hoped that he would not i n te r fe re with any 

ex tra- leg a l  me rcanti le acti vi t i e s  whi ch provi de d  them wi th a 

pro fi t . 

The i r  o ve rri ding con ce rn for s e c uri ty was re fle c te d  

i n  the re ac ti on o f  Bay o f  I s l ands re s i den ts t o  the Maori 

attack on the Re s i den cy i n  1 8 34 .  They used the occas ion to 

draw up a pe t i tion req ue s ting that the colon i a l  g o ve rnment 

pro vi de more pro te ction for B usby ( and the reby for them -
1 7 3  

se l ve s ) .  Thi s  s ame se arch for se c uri ty g a ve r i s e  to the 

two attempts to fo un d vigi lante g ro ups i n  the B ay o f  I s lands . 

The fi rst As socia tion o f  re s i den ts was forme d i n  Septembe r 

1 8  3 3  and pro vi de d  for a series o f  fines for E urope ans '.vho 

pe r fo rmed s uch ' crime s '  as unde rc utti ng the ag ree d  p ri ce fo r 

spi r i ts , and break i ng and en te ring .
1 7 4 

The better known 

Kororarek a As sociation o f  1 8  38 aimed to prote ct E urope an and 

. 1 7 5  
Maori prope r ty ag ain s t  transg re ssors o f  e 1 the r r ace . 

B usby was not provi de d  w i th speci al powe r s  for the 

ful fi lmen t e ither o f  the g r and de s ign o ut li ne d  in his i n s t r uc t­

i on s  o r  o f  the hope s o f  t rade rs an d s e ttlers . In s te ad he was 

le ft to re ly on m ora l s uasion to e ffe c t  his task s . Th us hi s 

ro le was de s tine d to be a limi ted one . Yet wi thin the l im i t s  

o f  h i s  posi tion the Briti sh Re s i den t fun ct i oned e f fe cti ve ly 

and posi t i ve ly when de ali ng with comme rci a l  p rob lem s . 

As Re s i de n t ,  B usby was p rim a ri ly an arb i te r . H i s  

c ri t i c s  a s se rted that hi s i so lation a t  Wai t ang i , whe re h e  

1 7  3 .  

1 7 4 . 

1 7 5 . 

Re s i dents to Bo urke , Hay 1 8 3 4 , C02 0 9 /l ,  f . l 6 lb.-1 6 3a ;  
Watk i n s , e vi dence , 1 8 3 8 Report , pp . l 4 -1 5 . 

Re s i den ts to B usby , 30 Sep·tembe r 1 8 3 3 , ( WAr e , B Rl /1 ) . 

S .  H . , 1 Aug us t 1 8  38 ; She rrin and Wa l lace , pp . 4 7 0 - 2 ; 
J . W .  Da vidson , ' E uropean Pene trati on o f  the So uth 
P aci fi c ,  1 7 7 9 -1 8 4 2 '1 Ph.D the s i s , Cambr i dg e , 1 9 4 2 , pp . 
2 6 4 - 8 . 
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was rem o ve d  from both m i s sion ary and other E uropean se ttle ­

men t , and the fac t  that he did n ot ming le wi th Maori s an d  

E urope an s i n  the B ay o r  e l sewhe re, re s ulted in h i s  being 
. 

.
ff . l 7 6  h . 1ne e ct1 ve .  To t e con trary 1 t  i s  arg ued here that thi s 

aloo fne s s  w a s  one o f  Busby ' s  s treng ths . B usby s ucceeded as 

an a rbi te r p re c i s e l y  be ca use he was seen to have no s take 
. th t f d . l 7 7 b 1n e o u  come o 1 sp ute s , e c a use he appe ared to we lcome 

t f h .  . l 7 8  d . any req ue s  s o r  1 s  a s s 1 s tan ce , an , probab ly more lmpo rt -
ant ly , beca us e  he seeme d to be ab le to pro vi de work ab le 

so l ution s . 

Mos t  o f  the q uarre l s  s ubmi tted for B usby • s  arbi tration 

appe ar to h a ve con cerned di s ag reements between E urope an re s i ­

den ts in New Z e a l an d .  A s  the on ly o f fi c i a l ly recog n i s e d  non­

mi s sion ary s e ttle r i n  New Ze a l an d  Busby , like the con s ul s  o f  

other S o uth Seas I s l ands , became the focal  point fo r ex pre s sion s  

o f  E urope an di s con tent and , to a le s se r  ex ten t ,  the symbo l 

o f  the raci a l  s uperiori ty Europe an s  fe l t  they had o ve r  Maori s ;  

hen ce ag ain the i r  con ce rn ove r  the Maori a tt ack on the 

Re s i dency . 

The sq uabb le s us ua l l y  con ce rned the prote c tion o f  

prope rty . For i n s tan ce in 1 8 3 3 when Cap t ai n  John Wright shot 

two of Cap tain Jame s Clendon ' s  cows for tre spass ing , Clendon 

wen t  to B us b y  fo r arbi tration . Me anwhi le h i s  p artne r ,  Sam ue l 

Stephenson , shot two o f  Wright ' s  cows , an i n cident whi ch le d 

1 7 6 . 

1 7 7 . 

l 7 8 . 

J . S .  P o l ack , New Ze a land : Being a Narrati ve o f  Trave l s  
an d Advent ure s during a Re s i dence in that Co un try 
be tween the Ye ars 1 8 31 and 1 8 37 ,  2 vo ls , Lon don , 1 8 38 ,  
( Cappe r P re s s  repri n t , 1 9 7 4 ) , I ,  2 2 1 ; Co lon i s t , 1 0  

A ug us t  1 8 37 ;  S . G . , 2 7  No vembe r 1 8 3 8 ;  Fi t z Roy , p .  31 9 .  

For ex ample Hak i ro , a B ay o f  I s l ands chie f ,  re fe rred the 
q ue s tion o f  p un i shing a m an who had k i l led h i s  wi fe to 
B us b y  for adj udi cation be c a use he fe ared that he wo uld 
g e t  con fli c ti ng advi ce from the CMS and Ram an Cathol i c  
m i s s ion arie s - Hak i ro to B usby , n . d . MArc , B Rl/2 ) .  
B us by ' s  non - i n vo l vement in trade contrasts wi th the 
me r canti le commi tments o f  hi s contemporarie s s uch as Jarne ! 
Clendon , Ame ri can con s ul in the Bay o f  I s lands , and 
Bri t i sh con s uls like Ri chard Charlton in Hawai i , George 
Pri t ch ard i n  Tahi ti and , l ate r , W . T . Pritch ard in Fi j i  
C .  Ra l s ton , Gra s s  H ut s  an d Wareho use s ,  Pac i fi c  Be ach 
Comrn t.m i ti e s  o f  the Nine teenth Cen tury , Canbe rra , 1 9 7 7 , 
pp . l l 0 - 1 1 3 ;  D .  Whee le r , Ex tracts from the Le tte rs and 
Jo u.x:.n a l s  o f  D ani e l  Whe e le r . . .  , Lon don , 1 8 39 ,  p .  2 8 3 . 

See fo r i n s tan ce Mark ham ' s  report o f  hi s warm re ception 
a t  Wai t angi e ven tho ugh B usby knew o f  hi s notorie ty and 
l i ai son s wi th Maori women - Markharn , p . 6 5 ;  Wi lk i nson , 
e vi de n ce , 1 8 38 Repo rt , p .  1 0 7 .  
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to abuse and an exchange o f  b l ows be tween Wrig ht and Hi l l , 

a ret aine r o f  S tephenson ' s . These e ve n ts had come at the end 

of a long se ri e s  o f  m inor di sp utes between the two men . Both 

appe are d be fore B usby and g a ve the i r  accoun t s . I t  i s  n ot 

cert ain �,.,ha t  B us by advi sed them to do b ut he appe a re d  to 
. f h f h . d . l 7 9  

re ce 1 ve n o  _ urt e r  reports o t l S  1 sp ute . 

B usby c l aimed that d uring the e ar ly days o f  h i s  

appoi n tmen t he had been freq ue n t ly appe ale d  t o  to en force the 

payment o f  debts . Us ua lly he prote s te d  that he had n o  a uthori ty 

d 1 . l. h 
1 8 0  . l l  h h to e a  Wl bt s uc m a tters . OccasJ_on a y ,  0\•le ve r ,  e 

appe ars to ha ve i n te rvene d ,  and us ua l ly s ucce s s fully . Fo r 

ex ample when Edward Fi shwi ck o f  Hoki ang a s o l d  John Poyn e r  o f  

the Bay a c utte r , Ernm a ,  loca l Mao ri s took pos s e s s i on o f  the 

cra ft an d re fus e d  to g i ve i t  up . On i n ve s t ig ation B usby fo und 

that the d i s p ute con �erned a debt Fi shwi ck owe d to the Maori s . 

Busby app are n t l y  con vince d  Fi shwi ck to hon o ur the deb t  an d 

d l d . . h f ] 1 81 
the c utte r was u y r,e turne to l ts r1g t · u  _ owne r .  

S ati s fie d  c us tomers re commended that othe rs app ly to 

B us by for adj udi c a tion . J . R . Clen don ·, a l tho u::;h newly appoi n te d  

t o  the post o f  Am e rci c an cons ul , advi sed vh l l i am Gre en t o  r e  fer 

to B usby a di sagreement con ce rning a boat he had p urch ase d from 

anothe r s et t l e r  n amed Je rome b ut whi ch h ad been s ubsequen t ly 

taken away by the thi rd m ate o f  a ve s s e l  in the harbour . 

Appare n t ly the boat had been sei zed be ca use o f  a deb t  owed by 

J·erome to a Bay trade r , George Green w ay A fter B usby con vi n ce d  
. 1 8 2 

Je rome to p ay up1 the boat wa s re turne d  to Green . 

1 7 9 . 

1 8 0 . 

1 81 . 

1 8 2 . 

B usby , Memo , 1 4  De cembe r 1 8 3 3 ,  ( WAre , B Rl /1 ) . T he s e  fac ts 
from B us by ' s  corre sponde n ce corre c t  the s urgeon Watkins'  
a s s e r t i on t.'hat the Clendon/Wright a f fray was se ttled by 
m i s sionary arbi tration - Watkin s ,  e vi den ce , 1 8 38 Report , 
p . l 6 . 

B usby to Glene lg , 2 5  Febr uary 1 8 39 ,  C02 0 9 /4 ,  f . 5 6h. � . 

B usby , Hem o , 1 6  Aug ust 1 8  3 3  an d 2 9 Septem b er 1 8  3 3 ,  
(WAre , B Rl /1 )  . 

Green to B usby , 1 9  A ug us t  1 8 39 ,  (WAre , B Rl /2 ) .  
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As the de cade prog re s se d  the inte r-Europe an q uarre l s  

re fe r re d  to B usby increasing ly con ce rne d l and . Howe ve r one o f  

the fi rs t dispute s B usby dea l t  wi th i n vol ve d  John Poyner an d 

Gi lbe rt Mai r , and the owne rship o f  Tore Tore I s land at the 

mo uth o f  the Kawak awa Ri ve r .  As us ua l the tro ub le had been 

brewing for some time be fore B usby was approache d .  He i n ve s t­

i g ated the m atte r and ,  apparently to the s atis faction o f  both 

partie s , de c l are d in Mair 1 s  fa vo ur . The matte r was comp li cate d 

by a debt Poyne r owed J .  R. C l.endon c:md for whi ch he ag reed to 

s urrende r the timbe r whi ch he had stored on the i s land . Pcyne r 1 s  

s l owne s s  to e vac uate the i s l and an d C l.endon 1 s  m i s unde r s tan ding 

o f  Poyner 1 s acti vi ties  in preparing to rffilo\e the timbe r  fra.11 

the i s land , led to a c lash between the two m en and to Clendon ' s  

forcibly tak i ng the timbe r .  Ag ain B usby was cal le d  to inter yene 

and ag ain he r uled ag ain s t  Poyne r .  T e in ciden t was then · ' ,  J 
c losed . 1 8 3  

S o  well  re spe cted was B usby as  an imparti al  and s ucce s s ­

ful arbite r  that e ven the two le ading merchan t  se ttlers i n  the 

Bay o f  I s lands , Gi lbe rt Mai r and James Clendon , we re wi l ling 

to de fer to hi s j trlg emen t .  Throug ho ut. the latter part o f  1 8 38 

and e ar ly in  1 8  39 the two men h ad been m ab le to re so l ve an 

acrimoni o us q uarre l o ve r  payments owing for repai rs to the 

barq ue Toke ra u in whi ch they owned part share s . In the fin a l  

1 8  3 .  B usby to Colonial Se c re tary , 1 JUne 1 8 3 3 ,  1 5  Aug us t  
1 8 3 3 ,  1 6  October 1 8 3 3 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /2 1 6 4 . 2 ,  i tem s 3 3/4 3 35 ,  
3 3/6 9 1 5 , 3 3/6 91 8 }j ; B usby , Memo , 31 July 1 8 3 3 ,  Poyner 
to B usby , 1 8  Septem ber 1 8 3 3 ,  Busby to Poyne r ,  2 3  
Septembe r 1 8 3 3 ,  (WAre , B Rl /1 ) . 
For othe r examp le s o f  B usby 1 s ro le in l an d- re late d 
matte rs see : Poynton to B usby , 1 2  J uly 1 8 39 ,  Wi l l i am 
and Francis White to B usby , 1 2  A t.g  us t  1 8 39 1 (WAre 1 BRl /l 
B usby to Coloni al Se cretary , 30 July 1 8 39 ,  NSW � Co lon i a l  
Se cre tary : Le tters Re cei ve d , New Zea land 1 8 39 ,  ( AONSW , 
4/2 4 6 0 . 4 ,  i tem 39/9 4 82 ) ; Wi l liam Whi te to Colon i a l  
Se cre tary , 1 2  September 1 8  39 , ( AONSvv , 4 /2 4 6 0 . 4 ,  i tern 
39 /1 01 6 3 ) ; B usby to Colon i a l  Se cre tary , 1 8  Jan ua.ry 1 8 36 ,  
C02 0 9 /2 1f.l 4 0b ;  B l acke tt , e vi de n ce , 1 8 4 0  Report , p .  6 1 ; 
F l at t , e vidence , 1 8 38 Report , p .  4 0 . 
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le tte r  o f  the disp ute Hair s u;r ge s te d  that 1 the matte r  . . .  b e  

re fe rred t o  Mr B usby as unpi re whose de cis ion we s h a l l  

' d f '  l '  1 8 4 con s 1  e r  1na . 

B usby was also calle d upon to arb i t ra te in di sputes 

aboard ve s se ls . For ins tan ce he thre atene d leg al action 

again s t  the m as te r  o f  the Lui s a  in an e ffort to force him to 

take a sailor back on the ve sse l. a fte r the m as ter h ad false ly 
• 1 8 5 

L 

ac c used hbn o f  de s e r t1ng . Als o  in De cember 1 8 35 when the 

crew o f  the wh ale r  Rose appe a le d  to Robe rt Fit z  Roy ( then 

vi s i ting the Bay aboard HMS Be ag le )  for as s i s tance ag ain s t  the 

tyranny o f  the ve s se l ' s  m as te r , he handed the di sp ute ove r  to 

Busby . The Re sident went on board the wh a le r  and di s co ve re d  

th at the si t uation w a s  a s  bad a s  the crewmen had de s cribe d .  

He took the un us ua l  s tep o f  advi sing them to le ave the ship. , 
1 8 6 whi ch course was fo l lowe d by a l l  b ut two o f  them . Late r ,  

in De cembe r  1 8  36 , he was appe a led to by the crew o f  the Mari an 

Watson , a New South Wales tr ading ve s se l ,  who claim e d  that 

the i r  m a s te r  was  keeping them prisone r .  Two days l a ter the 

m as te r  c l aimed B usby ' s  he lp ag ai n s t  hi s m utinous crew . B usby 

wen t  on board the ve s s e l  and appe ars to have s o l ve d  t.he 

d .  ff  1 8  7 1 h d . . 1 d . 1 · .e rence . A so , w en a e se r t1ng s al or e s c ape 1n a 

wh ale boat from the An as·tasi a , Ge orge Greenway , the merchant 

who acted as ag ent fo r the wha le r , asked B usby to get b a ck the 

boat . App aren tly Maori s had fo und the boat on the shore and 

c laim e d  i t  by the i r  l aw o f  s a l vag e . B usby wrote twi ce to Rewa , 
. 1 8 8 the chie f i n vo l ved , an d se cured his ag reem en t to re t urn l t .  

1 8 4 .  

1 8 5 .  

1 8 6 . 

1 8 7 . 

1 8 8 .  

Mai r to Clendon , 1 4  YBrch 1 8  39 , Mai r Pape rs , ( AP , NZ MS S  
1 8 6 , Part IV) ; S .� . ,  5 J uly 1 8 39 .  

B usby to Mas te r o f  Lui s a , 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 March 1 8 35 ,  Carle s s  
to B usby , 2 0  March 1 8 35 ,  0.-JArc , BRl /2 ) . S e e  also the 
case o f  Wi l l i am and Edward Smi th o f  the Lady Arnhe rs t -
B usby to Coloni a l  Se c re tary , }'larch 1 8 36 ,  C02 0 9 /2 , f . 2 1 4 a .  

Crew to Fi t z Roy , 2 8  De ce.rn be:r: 1 8 35 ,  Fi t z Roy to B us by , 2 9  
De ce'tlbe r  1 8  35 , ( WAre , B Rl /2 ) ; B usby to Col on i a l  Se cre t­
ary , 6 Jan uary 1 8 36 ,  C02 09/2 , f . 5b- 7b . 

Crew to B usby , 1 9  De cembe r 1 8  36 , Harwood · to B us by , 2 1  
Decembe r 1 8 36 ,  ( WAre , B Rl /2 ) . 

Greenway to B usby , 1 9  May 1 8 36 ,  (WAre , BRl /2 ) . 
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Hemi Kepa T upe o f  Whangaro a  con s idered B usby to be 
. . 1 8 9  ' the adj udi ea tor for the Haori s an d the · Pakehas . Ce rtain ly 

B usby appears to have g ained some s tanding in Maori e ye s  

and be be came in creasing ly knowle dge able abo ut the intri cacie s 

o f  Maori so cie ty . B usby seem s  to have be come fl uent i n  Maori . 

In the corre spondence fi le s o f  the British Re s i dent e ar l y  

dra fts o f  le tte rs in Maori we re 
1 9 0  o�her than Busby ' s .  By 1 8 38 , 

prepared in a handwri ting 

and probab ly be fore tha t  
1 9 1 lang uag e le tte rs . 

date , 

B usby was dra fting h i s  own Maori 

B usby formed a spe ci a l  as soci ation wi th some B ay chie fs 

and it may have been from them that he le a:rne d Maori an d 

Maoritang a . At the mee ting o f  the Cong re s s  o f  Uni te d  Tribe s i n  

1 8 35 B usby s ucceede d  in getting the chie fs to e le ct an Exe c uti ve 

Comm i t tee o f  fi ve o f  the i r  n unbe r wi th whom he co uld con s ult 

an d  through whom he co uld act when ne ce s s ary . Ve ry l i t t le i s  

known about the work o r  the membe rship o f  thi s  C�� i ttee . The 

on ly re fe ren ce that has been fo und o f  i t  was in c l uded i n  an 

indire ct way in le tte rs c oncerning the arre s t  o f  Edward Doy le 

and Jarnes Ge lding . The re i s  a le tte r sig ned by three membe rs 

o f  thi s Exe c uti ve Comm i ttee , and wri tten by an othe r , in whi ch 

the y  ag reed that to the be st o f  thei r knowle dg e  Doy le and 

Gel di ng we re g ui lty o f  the ft and attempted m urde r .  The aim o f  

the le tte r was to in demni fy th e g o ve rnmen t i f  Doy le o r  Gelding 

s ued them for false arre s t . 1 9 2 

The s ignatories we re Haoni W .  H�ke , Wha re rahi and 

Te K arn ara . { The i dentity o f  the othe r chie fs on the Comm i t tee 

i s  unknown ) .  The y  we re not incon seq uenti al men , nom in ate d  to 

the Comm i ttee as a sop to B usby . Heke was a yo Lmg b ut re spe c te d  

1 8 9 . 

1 9 0 . 

1 91 . 

1 9 2 . 

T upe to B usby , 1 8 39 ,  (WAre , BRl /2 ) . See als o  B l a cke tt , 
e vi den ce , 1 8 4 0 Report , p .  6 0 . 

Fo r example B usby to Pom are , 8 October 1 8 34 ,  ( WAre , 
B Rl /1 ) . 

For examp le , B usby to Wap uk a , 30 June 1 8 38 ,  B us by to 
Tupa , 1 8  39 , (WAre , B Rl /2 ) . 

B usby to Colon i a l  Secre t ary , New S o uth Wale s , 1 July 
1 8 37 ,  C02 0 9 /2 , f . 36 0h . 
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chi e f o f  the Ng ati Ta utahi hapu . Ho ri King i ( King Ge org e ) 

Wha re rahi , whos e  n am e  i s  o ften rende re d a s  Wh are n  ui ,  was the 

e l de s t  brothe r o f  Rew a  an d Mok a o f  the Ng ai - te -wak e  h ap u .  

H e  w a s  m uch re spe cte d a s  a peacem ak e r  b y  both the E urop e an s , 

i n  pa rti c ular Hen ry Wi l l i am s  o f  the CMS , an d the Maori s .  

I t  was he who e s corte d the WMS m i s s i on a ri e s  from Whanga ro a  

a fte r the i r  s ta t i on was s a cke d  an d h e  who he lped t o  neg o t i a te 

the pe ace at. Hok i ang a a fte r the de ath o f  Wh are un u i n  1 8 2 8 .  

Te K amara ( Carnpbe l l ) ,  who was kn own a s  Kai ti: e k e. was a Ng ati ­

k aw a  chie f who s o l d  B usby the l an d  at Wai tang i reporte d l y  

wi tho ut c on s ulting hi s peop le . Te K am ar a  was a prom inen t 

pe acem ake r ,  h a ving fi l le d  thi s role d ur i ng the Gi rl s ' War o f  

1 8 30 .  He wa s a l s o  reg arded a s  a p rophe t an d se e r . 

Hi s a s s oci a t i on w i th the se men wo ul d  h a ve g i ven B usby 

m an a i n  Maori e ye s . Ye t ,  fo r Te K arn a r a  at le a s t , an i n  vol vemen t 

on B usby ' s  Com:n i ttee did not g uaran te e  a utom at i c  s uppo rt for 

a l l  g o ve rnme n t  mo ve s  reg ard ing New Z e a l an d .  He spok e  mo s t  

e loq ue n t ly an d s t \mn i ng ly ag ain s t  s ig n i ng the Tre a ty o f  

Wai t an g i  on 5 Fe b r ua ry 1 8 4 0  a l tho � h  he , w i t h  the o the r two 

kn own chi e fs o f  the C ommi ttee s i g n e d  th a t  do c ume n t  on 6 Feb r uary . 

Wh a re rahi was a l s o  a s ig n a tory to the 1 8 31 Pe ti tion from the 

chie fs to King Wi l l i arn  IV in whi ch they re q ue s te d  h i s  p ro te ct-
. 1 9  3 1on . 

1 9  3 .  A .  B a l l ara , ' War fa re an d Go ve rnmen t  i n  Ng ap uhi Trib a l  
Soci e ty : 1 8 1 4 - 1 8 3 3 .  I n s t i t ution s o f  A uthori ty an d the 
Fun c ti on o f  Wa r fare in the Pe riod o f  E a r ly S e tt lemen t. 
1 8 1 4 - 1 8 3 3 ,  i n  the Bay o f  I s l an d s  and Re l ate d Te rri tor i e s 1 
M . A .  the s i s , A uck l and Un i ve rs i ty , 1 9 7 3 ,  pp . 2 7 8 , 2 8 4 , 2 8 8 , 
2 8 9 , 2  9 0 ;  H .  Wi l l i ams , The Early Jo urn a l s  o f  Hen ry 
Wi l li am s  1 8 2 6 -· 4 0 , e d .  L . M . Rog e :r; s , Chri s t ch urch , 1 9 61 , 
p .  1 5 9 ; J . P .  Ke l ly , ' The Conq ue s t  o f  the Ngare - R a un a ti ' ,  
J . P . S . , XLVI I ,  1 6 7 - 8 ; W .  Co len s o , The Authen ti c  and 
Gen uine Hi story o f  the S ig n i ng o f  the 'rre a ty o f  Wai tang i , 
We l ling ton , 1 8 9 0 ; W . R . VJci .de , A Jo urney i n  the Northe rn 
I s l an d  o f  New Zea land . . .  , Hoba r t , 1 8 4 2 , ( Cappe r P re s s  
repri n t , 1 9 7 4 ) , p .  1 6 8 ;  Bee cham , e vi de n ce , 1 8 3 8 Report , 
pp . 2 1 8 - 9 . 
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Maori s took s ome o f  the q uarre ls between. them se l ves 

for B usby ' s  arb i tration . For ins tan ce1 in the midst  o f  the 

re ve rberati on s  whi ch fo l lowe d the Maori attack on the Re s i den cy , 

Pom a re appe a le d  to B usby to medi ate in a di spute he was h a ving 
. th P . . 1 9  4 M . 1 f d d . w1. ene RaJ_ tl . aor1.s  a so re e rre 1. s ag reem en ts 

between themse l ve s  and E urope an trade rs an d se tt le rs to B usby . 

For i n s tan ce , probably in Octobe r 1 8 34 , B usby he ld an i n ve sti-

gation to de te rmine whe the r 

Maori calle d  Warang ai a fter 

the a ffai r by Ma upararna and 

a Captain Brown h ad m urdered a 

he had been req ue s te d  to l ook into 
1 9 5  . ' 1 1 . h Pom are . Slml ar y Taon Ul from t e 

Hok i ang a appe a le d  for B usby ' s  as s i s.tan ce to ex act compens ation 

from E uropean s who had a l lowe d the i r  cows to tre sp a s s  on to hi s 

1 d 1 9 6 an . 

The b ulk o f  B usby ' s  dea lings with Mao ri s ,  howe ve r ,  

appe ar to have arisen from calls for a s s i s tan ce from E urope an s . 

Th us , for instance , B usby with c ustom ary zeal exe c ute d the 

req ue s t  from the Adm i r a l ty to a s s i s t  HMS B u f falo to load in 

1 8 3 3 . 1 9 7  He accompanied S adler to Whang aroa to a i d  negotiations 

for the timbe r ; he so tg ht the advi ce o f  Henry Wi l l i ains when 

Sadle r was h a ving di f fi c ulties g e tting Maori s to drag timbe r 

from the fore st to the s hip ; an d he kept abreast o f  the movemen t 

o f  the ve s se l as i t  con ti n ued to load , o ffering va l uab le advi c e  

and as s i s tan ce whene ve r  h e  was c a l led upon . 1 9 8  

Many o f  hi s de a ling s with E uropeans and Maoris  con ce rne d 

the settlement o f  squabb le s . Fo r ex am p le in Apri l and May o f  

1 8 35 Jarne s Harve y  a t  Kororareka h ad tro Ub le wi th Rewa . Rewa had 

1 9 4 . 
1 9 5 . 

1 9 6 . 

1 9 7 .  

1 9 8 .  

B usby to Pomare , 1 8  Oc tobe r 1 8 34 ,  (WAre , B Rl /1 ) .  

B usby to Pom are , 2 8  Octobe r 1 8 34 ,  Mauparam a to B usby , 
n .  d . , Pomare to B usby , n .  d . , (WAre , B .R.l /1 ) .  

Taon ui to B usby , 2 1  Apri 1 1 8  38 and 9 May 1 8  3 8 , nvArc , 
B Rl /2 ) . 

Hay to B usby , 2 May 1 8 3 3 , (WAre , BRl /1 ) . 

See B usby/ S adler corre spondence : 2 1  No vemb er , 1 1 , 30 , 31 
De cembe r 1 8  3 3 ,  7 Jan uary , 1 6  March , 7 ,  9 June 1 8  34 , 
( WAre , B Rl /1 ) . 

J 
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had prom i se d  to b ui ld Harve y  a fen ce an d a ho use i n  re t urn 

for ce r t ain goods . In s te ad , Rewa s to le the goods from H a r vey 

and re fus e d  to comp le te the work . B usby spok e  to Rewa an d  

wrote to hi s b rothe r Mok a and the reby m an ag e d  to e li ci t  a 

prom i se for the com p le ti on o f  the work . Whi le the fri c tion 

b e tween Rew a  and H a r vey en dure d de s p i te B usby ' s  arb i t r at i on , 

Har ve y  wrote Busby one o f  the few le tte r s  o f  thank s he app e a r s  

t o  h a ve re ce i ve d . 1 9 9  Tow ard s the c lo s i ng y e a r s  o f  t h e  de cade 

B us by was a l s o  appe a led to to s o rt o ut com p l i c a t i on s i n  

E urope an p urcha s e s  o f  Maori l an d .
2 0 0  

I f  B usby h ad not been a vai l ab le to he lp i n  som e  o f  

the se di spute s the y m ay we l l  h a ve g rown i n to m a j o r  c on fron t ­

ati on s whi ch wo uld h a ve i n te rr upte d tr ade an d Europe an -Maori 

re l a t i on s . I t  i s  n o t  c l aime d th at B us by ' s  pre s e n ce o r  h i s  

work b r o ug h t  con cord an d ha rmony t o  New Ze a l an d  b ut rath e r  

tha t  whe re h e  d i d  i n te rvene i t  w a s  wi th some s uc ce s s . 

In a cc ordan ce wi th hi s i n s t r uc t i on s  B usby s ubm i t ted 

shi pping s tati s t i c s  for the Bay o f  I s lands b i - ann ua l ly to 

New S o uth Wale s from 1 8 3 3  to 1 8 4 0 .  At fi rs t he re l i e d  on the 

re p re sentat i ve o f  a c o lon i a l  i n s ur an ce c ompan y , who was re s ident 

i n  the B ay o f  I s l an ds , to s upply him with the in fo rm ati on . 

Howe ve r a fte r a di s ag reem e n t  with thi s  m an B usby was for c e d  to 

te l l  the New So uth Wa le s  C o l on i a l  S e c re tary tha t  he could n ot 

c on ti n ue to s ubm i t  sh ipping re t urn s un le s s  the m a s te r s  we re i n  

1 d h .  2 (1)1 b s om e  w ay compe le t o  report to liD .  In rep ly B us y w a s  

1 9 9 .  

2 0 0 . 

2 0 1 . 

H a r vey to B usby , 2 3 Ap ri l ,  1 0 , 2 1  May , 4 Aug us t 1 8  35 , 
( WAr e , B Rl /2 ) . Fo r othe r ex a�ple s o f  B usby ' s  a rb i t ­

r a t i on s e e  B usby t o  Co lon i a l  S e c re tary , 1 6  Ma rch 1 8 35 , 
C02 0 9 /l ,  f . 2 8 l b - 2 8 3 a ;  F l at t , e vi den ce , 1 8 3 8 Repo rt , 
p .  4 0 .  

For ex am p l e  Davi s  to B usby , 2 De cem b e r  1 8 39 , Harg r e a ve s  
to B us by , 9 De cembe r 1 8 39 ,  ( WAre , B Rl /2 ) and B usby to 
McDonne l l , 9 Februa ry 1 8 36 ,  McDonne l l  to B usby , 1 6  
Feb r ua ry 1 8 36 ,  e n c lo s e d  i n  McDonne l l  t o  Co lon i a l  S e cre t­
ary , 2 0  July 1 8 36 ,  ( N P L/D , N ,  Arl , i tem 36 / 6 5 8 5 ) .  

B usby to Colon i a l  S e c re ta ry , New So uth W a le s , 4 J une 
1 8 35 ,  and 1 2  AUJ US t 1 8 35 ,  C02 0 9 /l ,l . 2 9 l b - 2 9 2 a , 3 2 0 b -
32 1 a,. 
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informed that no such compu l s ion could be enforced and that 

he  was obl iged , in l ine with h i s  instruct ions , to make every 

e f fort to get the informat ion , even i f  i t  meant per sona l ly 

boarding each ve s se l  that entered the harbour . 2 0 2  From that 

t ime Busby never failed to make h i s  returns wh ich were 

pub l i shed in the Vote s  and Proceed ings o f  the New South Wa l e s  

Leg i s l ative Counc i l . 

In h i s  in struct ions Bu sby wa s a l so to ld that h e  cou l d  

commi t  European s who had broken Bri t i sh l aw t o  the j u st ic e  

o f  the New South Wa les and Van D i emen ' s  Land Supreme Courts .  

He wa s advi sed to fol low a proce s s  described a s  ' at best but 

a prol ix and inconven ient operat ion ' .  By thi s  method he wa s 

required to send a witne s s  to one o f  the colonie s with a 

letter o f  introduction . After the tak ing of a depo s i t ion from 

the witnes s  a bench warrant \vou ld be i s sued and s ent to New . 

Z e a l and . Busby would then be requ ired to capture the accused , 

get him tran sported to the colony , and to make sure tha t  a 

su f f ic ient number o f  witne s s e s  and enough relevant material 

1 f d d th . t . 2 0 3 h h were a so orwar e to ensure e conv 1 c  1on . W en t e 
s i tu at ion warranted it Busby discarded the nonsense o f  th is  

procedure . On 18  June 1 8 3 7 Edward Doyl e  and three other men 

robbe d  Captain John Wright ( a  trader in the Bay o f  I s l ands )  . 

During the course o f  the robbery they treated Wright and some 

o f  the women in h i s  hou seho ld with violence . Busby took 

immediate steps to capture the perpetrators and succeeded in 

deta ining Edward Doy le and Jame s Golding aboard a ve s s e l  in the 

h arbour . O n  the arrival o f  HMS Ratt l e snake Busby immediately 

2 0 2 . 

2 0 3 . 

Colonial  Secretary to Busby , 2 8  Octobe r  1 8 3 5 , (AONSW , 
4 / 3 5 2 3 , item 3 5 / 2 4 ) , p .  4 8 1 . 

Bourke to Bu sby , 1 3  Apri l  1 8 3 3 , C02 0 9 / l ,  f . l l 2 b - 1 1 3a .  
For an example o f  thi s  method in operation s ee the 
c a s e  of the su spic ious death of Wi l l i am Smith of the 
New Zealand coastal ve s s e l  Ame l i a  - Busby to Co lon ial 
Secretary , l O . February 1 8 3 7 , Nsw: Colon i a l  Secretary : 
Letters Received , New Z e a l and 1 8 3 7 , (AONSW , 4 / 2 3 6 8 . 2 ,  
item 3 7 / 4 3 7 1 ) ; Colonial S ecretary to Bu sby , 1 6  May 
1 8 3 7, NSW : Colon ial Secretary : Copies  of Letters 
Sent Outs ide the Colony , " Fore ign " , (AONSW , 4 / 3 5 2 4 ) , 
pp . 8 9 - 9 0 . 
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handed the pri s on e r s  in to Hob son ' s  care . He a l s o  s e n t the 

n e ce s s ary despatche s and three re l i ab l e  wi tne s s e s  to Sydney 

on the Ra tt le s n ake . 2 0 4  

On a l ate r o c c as i on B us by took the l aw i n to hi s own 

han ds . P a r t ly be c a use he fe are d that the E urope an s m ig h t  h a ve 

t r i e d  t o  m ake an ex am p le o f  the ac c us e d  by lyn ch l av-1 an d a l s o  

be c a us e  l o c a l  Maor i s had aske d him to p re s i de , B usby ch ai re d  

the in ve s t ig ation i n to the m urde r o f  Hen ry B i dd le , a trade r 

on t.he Hok i ang a , i n  May 1 8  38 . D uring h i s  t r i a l  the pri s on e r , 

a Maori c a l led K i te , con fe s s e d  h i s  g ui l t  an d ag ree d  tha t  he 

de s e r ve d  to be ex e c uted . At the con c l us i on o f  the he ar i ng 

B usby , with the con s e n t  o f  the E urope an s an d Maori s who we re 

pre sen t , o rde re d that the m an be shot . When the m atte r w a s  

r e  £e rred to t h e  At to rney Ge ne r a l  o f  New S o uth �va le s fo r h i s  

comm e n t s  he re p l i e d  that ' i t wo uld n o t  be to the hon o ur o f  

the B ri t i sh Go ve rnm e n t to co un te n an ce s o  s t r ang e a Proce e d ­

ing ' .  To thi s  ch a rg e  B usby rep l i e d  th at the s i t uation i n  New 

Zea lan d  an d the req ui reme n t  to prote c t. the s a fe ty o f  E ur o ­

pe an s  o n  the c oa s ts dem an de d m e as ure s whi ch , e ven i f  t h e y  

appe a re d  t o  be ' s trange ' to the Attorney Ge n e ra l , we re e n ti re ly 
2 0 5  . ac cept al) le to a l l  who took part . In ot.he r l n s tan ce s o f  

wh a t  he c on s i de re d  to be crim i n a l  be h a vi o ur B usby s at i s fi e d  

him se l f  b y  tak i n g  e vi de n ce from vi c tim s an d wi tne s se s  and 
2 0 6 s ubm i tting ·thi s to New So uth Wa le s i n  h i s  de s p a t che s .  

2 0 4 . 

2 0 5 . 

2 0 6 . 

B usby to Co l on i a l  Se c re t ary , New S o uth \va le s , 3 J uly 
1 8 37 ,  an d e n c los ure s , C02 0 9 /2 , f . 35 3b- 36 l a ; Hob s on to 
Bo urke , 8 A tg us t  1 8 37 ,  ( AONSW , 4 / 2 36 8 . 2 , i tem 3 7/1 1 5 7 4 ) . 

Gipps to Glene lg , 5 Oc tober 1 8 3 8 ,  an d e n c los ure s , 
C02 0 9 / 3 ,  f . 3b - l 0b ; B usby to Co l on i a l  Se cre tary , New 
S o uth Wa l e s , 9 No vemb e r  1 8 38 ,  C02 0 9 / 3 ,  8 4 b - 8 8 a .  

For ex amp l e  B us by ' s  cornmen ts on the ab andonrnen t o f  m e n  
from the wh a le r  Eli z abeth - B usby t o  C o l on i a l  S e c r e ·t ary , 
1 3  May 1 8 3 3 ,  NSW : Co l on i a l  S e c re t ary : Le tte r s  Re ce i ve d , 
New Ze a land 1 8 3 3 ,  ( N P L/D , N , Ar 1 ,  i tem 3 3/ 4 32 5 ) .  
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B usby ' s  a s s un pti on o f  a semi - j udi ci al role was a l s o  

re in fo rce d  by Bri t i sh an d colon i al g o ve rnment de c i s i on s  whi ch 

appe a re d  to de leg a te s uch a fun ction to him . For i n s t an ce h e  

playe d  a cruci a l  role a t  the New Ze a lan d  e n d  o f  the comprom i se 

that was re ached concerning the reg i strati on o f  New Z e aland­

b ui l t  ve s se l s . B usby c o uld reg i s te r  New Ze a l an d  ve s se l s  by 

comp le ting an d signing a pre s cribe d form and ce rti fying them 

to fly a New Zea l an d  flag . B usby was s uppc::sed to g e t  chi e fs to 

s ign the reg i stration s  as we l l  b ut the s ur vi ving reg i s tr a tions 

for the Tren t ,  Me rcury and Tokera u we re not wi tne ssed by any 

Maori s and nor , pre s um ab ly , we re the certi fi c ate s he i s s ue d  for 
2 0 �  the In d us t ry and the Fanny . 1 

When colon i a l  c us tom s  o f fi cers clampe d down on app a rent­

ly i l leg a l  attempt s  to import foreign oi l d uty free they a ls o  

req ui red B usby ' s  assi s t an ce . Howe ver B us by ' s  a c ti on s  he lped 

rather than hinde re d  the New Ze a l an d  m e rchants . In the i n ciden t 

tha t  g a ve  ri se to the fi r s t  req ue s t  from the c us tom s o f fi c e r s  

for B usby ' s  he lp , Mai r  an d Powdi tch , merchants o f  the B a y  o f  

I s l an d s , had sen t wha le oi l to New So uth Wa le s aboard the 

Forti t ude . I t  was con fi s c ate d  by the c ustom s  o ffi c e r s  who we re 

acting on in form ati on that the oi l h ad been taken in an 

Ameri c an ve s s e l  an d th at the me rchan ts had tri e d  t o  ge t i t  

en te re d d uty free as co lon i al c a ugh t . The c us toms o f fi ci a l s  

sen t B usby a de c l arati on to adm in i s te r  t o  Mai r and Powdi tch , 

on oath , whi ch stated that they h ad de libe rate ly a ttempte d to 

de fra ud c ustom s laws .
2 0 8  

B usby rep l i ed that he had no power 

to adm in i s te r  s uch an o a th b ut that he had i n ve s ti g a te d  the 

mat te r an d as far as he was con ce rne d  no fra ud had been a ttempte d . 

The c us toms o ffi ce rs we re oblig e d  to le t the oi l enter the 

1 d f 
2 0 9  

1 
- o 

b 
1 o 

f
o o 

eo ony uty ree . On ater o cc a s 1 on s  B us y s ce rt1 1 c a t 1 on 

2 0 7 . 

2 0 8 . 

2 09 . 

J .  B usby , Ce rti fi c a te s , Tren t , 2 3  Jan uary 1 8 3 8 ;  Me r cury , 
B rowne to B us b y , 2 7 Apri l 1 8 39 ;  Tok e r a u ,  Ll 8 3� ,  
( \\TAre , B Rl /2 ) . 

C us tom s to B usby , 2 1  March 1 8 35 ,  (WAre , B Rl/2 ) . 

B usby to C us tom s , 1 1  May 1 8  35 , ( WAre , B Rl /2 ) . 
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al s o  m e an t  
2 1 0  

Wa le s .  

that o i l was e n t e r e d  d uty free i n to New S o uth 

E ve n t ua l ly1 in 1 8 3 7 ,  the C omm i s s i on e r s  o f  C us tom s  

de c l a re d  that i f  oi l im p o rte d di r e c t l y  from New i n Lon don 

Ze a l an d  was a c c om p an i e d  by a n o te from B us b y  to the e f fe c t  

that i t  h ad bee n  impo rte d an d c a u:r h t  by B ri t i s h s ub j e c ts i n  

Br i t i sh ve ss e l s  i t  wo uld be ente re d i n to Gre a t  B r i tain a t  

the m i n im a l  d uty us ua l ly le vi e d  o n  co lon i a l  and B ri ti s h  

h . 1 
2 1 1  

e a  ug t O l  • 

The B ri t i s h  Re s i den t ne ve r  on ce pe r forn e d  one particular task 

wh i ch was m e n ti on e d  spe c i fi c a l ly i n  h i s  i n s t r uc ti on s  o f  1 8 3 3  

and whi ch p r o vi de d  a m a j o r  re a s on for h i s  appoi n tme n t  

name ly the de tenti on an d re t urn o f  e s c ape d con vi c ts .  B us by 

c l aim e d  t h a t  when the con vi c ts , de s e r te r s  and the l i k e  h e ard 

th at he had been appd i n te d  as Re s i de n t  in New Ze a l and the y 

ei the r took the e ar l i e s t  opport un i ty t o  l e a ve the co un t r y  or 

re ti red i n l an d  an d aw ay from hi s s i g h t .  
2 1 2  

Thi s s tory o f  the 

di s h on o urab le E urope an s q ue ui ng , lemm i ng - l i k e , on the s h o re s 

o f  New Ze a l an d  i n  fe ar o f  B usby ' s  a rri va l , was c a r r i e d  i n  
2 1 3 con tem po r ary n e ws pape r s . 

In fa ct B usby di d n o t  a r re s t  pe r s on s he be l i e ve d  to be 

c on vi c t s  be c a us e  by the time he a r ri ve d  i n  New Z e a l an d  t h e s e  

m e n  we re s o  e n t re n ch ed in the fab ri c o f  N e w  Ze a l an d  s o c i e ty 

th at to wren ch them away w o uld h a ve done m o re h arm than g ood . 

In J une 1 8 3 3 when B us by a s k e d  H ok i ang a c h i e fs to hand o ve r  

a l l  the e s c ape d c on vi c t s  wh o we re l i vi ng on the Ri ve r  t h e y  

s ai d  t h a t  the y on ly knew o f  two . One , who h a d  l i ve d  wi th them 
2 1 4  

fo r ten y e a r s , was m a rri e d  to a c h i e f ' s d a ughte r an d t h e y  

we re loath to p a rt wi th him . The o the r h a d  a cq ui re d s o  m uc h  

p rope rty B us by fe are d tha t rem o vi ng h im wo uld le a ve Nao r i  s 

2 1 0 . 

2 1 1 . 

2 1 2 .  

2 1 3 .  

2 1 4 .  

For ex am p le C us tom s  to B us b y , 2 Oc tober 1 8  3 5 , ( WA r e , 
B Rl /2 ) ; B o ard o f  Comm i s s i one rs o f  C us tom s to Cus tom s , 
1 5  J ul y  1 8 36 ,  ( AON SW , 4 / 5 0 6 0 ) , f . 4 2 4 .  

Bo a rd o f  Comm i s s i on e r s  o f  C us tom s to C us tom s , 2 5  A u:r us t  
1 8 3 7 ,  NSW : C us tom s : Le t te r s  Re ce i ve d  from the B o a rd o f  
Comm i s s i one r s  o f  C us tom s , Lon don , 1 8 3 7 - 3 9 , ( AONS W , 
4 /5 0 6 1 ) .  

' 
J .  B us b y  t o  A .  B us b y , 2 2  [J ulyJ 1 8 3 3 ,  ( WT u , q Ms B US ) . 

S . G . , 1 3  De cembe r 1 8 32 , 2 0  A lg us t 1 8 3 3 :  S . H . , 7 Ma rch 1 8 3 3 .  

Thi s w a s p robab l y  John Ma rrn on . 
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fre e  to p l unde r  an d re take hi s l ands , a co ur s e  i n  whi c h  B usby 
2 1 5  fe l t  they s ho uld not be e n c o urag e d . On anothe r o cc a s i on , a 

g rog s e l le r  an d we l l -known thi e f c a l le d  S ul l i  van appa re n t l y  

tri e d  t o  p l un de r  t h e  s h i p  Che vi o t  whi le i t  l ay in t h e  B ay o f  

I s l an ds i n  Feb r uary 1 8 36 .  On be i ng obse r ve d  b e fore h e  co uld 

exe c ute h i s  p l an , S ul l i van headed fo r the shore wi th one o f  

the ship 1 s boats i n  p urs ui t .  He was cap:ture d and de t a i ne d on 

boa rd the ve s se l  with the inten tion o f  de li ve ri ng h im up to 

j us t i ce . Howe ve r t he nex t day a l arge p arty o f  we l l - arme d  

Mao ri s , i n  n i n e  c anoe s , s urrounded the Che vi o t  and dem an de d 

tha t  S ul l i van be re leased o r  the ve s se l  wo uld b e  a t tacke d .  
2 1 6 He w a s  l i be r a t e d  short ly a fte r .  

In thi s, as i n  hi s o the r work , B usby tempe re d hi s 

a c t i on s  to t ak e  c ogn i z an ce o f  the spe c i a l  ci r c un s t an ce s  whi ch 

p re vai le d i n  New Z e a land an d in s o  doing undo ubtedly a s s i s te d  

i n  s t ab li z in g  the comm e rc i al comm un i ty i n  New Z e a l and . 

B usby a ls o  pe r fo rm e d  a s o c i a l  we l fare r o le on beh al f  

o f  E urope an s i n  New Z e a l and . Thi s was not a task s p e c i fi e d  by 

hi s i n s t r uc t i on s  hut one whi ch probab ly aro se from h i s  

Chr i s t.i an con ce rn for h i s  fe l lov.r co un t rymen . 
2 1 7 

He un de r to ok 
2 1 8 the adm i n i s t ration o f  s e ve r a l  e s t a te s . In thi s way he was 

ab l e  to g i ve s ome s e c uri ty to those who so ug h t  cre d i t  from 

othe r s e tt le r s  as we l l  as pro vi d i ng an impa rti a l  fo r um  whe re 

c re di t ors co uld s ubm i t  the i r  c l aim s on the de c e a se d ' s  e s t ate 

fo r s c r ut i n y  an d e q ui tab le se tt lement . Fo r i n s tan ce when John 

P oyne r di e d  in A ug us t  1 8 3 5 hi s deb t s  amo un te d to � 8 6 . 7 . 6 d .  The 

s a l e  o f  h i s  pe r s on a l  e f fe cts had re a l i s e d  £ 1 9 .  8 . 9 d an d B usby 

l ate r s upe r vi ze d the s a le o f  Poyn e r  1 s c utte r Einm a ,  the procee ds 
2 1 9  

--

o f  whi ch c o ve re d  the re s t  o f  the debts . O f  B usby ' s  e f fo r ts 

i n  adm i n i stering the e s tate s the Reg i s t rar o f  the S upreme Co urt 

2 1 5 . 

2 1 6 . 

2 1 7 .  

2 1 8 .  

2 1 9 . 

B usby to Gle ne lg1 2 5  Feb r uary 1 8 39 ,  C02 0 9/ 4 , f .  5 8  b �  . 

B usby to C o l on i a l S e c re tary , New S o uth W a le s , 2 0  Feb ­
r ua ry 1 8 36 ,  C02 0 9 /2 ,  f . l 6 2 b -1 6 3a .  

Whee le r , p .  2 8 3 .  

As vk l l  a s  Poyr. e r ' s the y  in c l ude d : He g g i e  and B uc han an , 
Hen ry Boy le , Mi chae l S ul li van , Alex an de r Gray , Dan i e l 
S a lm on d , John Sm i th and Ass o l am , a Fre n ch s ai lo r  k i l le d  
in the Cha tham I s lands ' Maori att ack o n  the Je an B art . .  

B usby t o  C o l on i a l  Se cre tary , 1 0  A ug us t 1 8 35 ,  NSW : 
C o l on i a l  S e c re tary : Le tte rs Re ce i ve d , New Z e a l and 1 8 35 ,  
( AONSW , 4 /2 2 8 7 . 3 , i tem 3 5 / 8 2 2 8 ) . 
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o f  New S o uth Wa le s n oted tha t  the J udg e s  con s i de re d th at 

' Mr B e x e r ci sed a S o und Di s cre t i on in tak i n g  charg e  o f  the 

p rope rty , be ing the only con s ti t ut e d  a uthori ty in any way 

repre s en ting the B ri t i sh Gove rrunen t in a S avage C o un t ry ' .  2 2 0  

Other ex amp le s  o f  B usby ' s  we l fare r o le i n c l uded h i s 

di spatching o f  a F re n cM1 an , Fran c i s Rqg i e r , to New S o uth Wale s 

on ·the g ro un d s  tha t  he wa s i n s ane and ne e de d  p rope r tre at-
2 2 1  

m e n t: .  Ano ther we l fare pro j e c t was abort e d  by the arri va l  o f  

H ob s on ' s  adm i n i s tration . B us by p l anne d to open t he Vi cto ri a  

Pate rn a l  In s ti t ute on h i s  land a t  Wai t ang i . The In s ti t ute was 

to be re s pon s i b le for e d ucat i ng the h a l f-c a s te chi ldren o f  

E ur ope an s ai lors an d se t t le r s . B usby be l i e ve d  that E urop e a n s  

we re ob l i g e d  t o  m ake some pro vi s i on fo r the i r  chi ldren an d 

h e  a l s o  che ri shed the hope that e d uc a t i ng the se chi ldren ( a  
fie l d i n t o  wh i ch the Roman Catho l i c  m i s s i on ari e s  h a d  m o ve d )  

wo uld lead ·to a g re a ter E urope an i n fl ue n ce o ve r  the i r  mothe rs 

and the Maori peop le in gGne ra l .
2 2 2  

Th us Jame s B usby p l aye d an im por tan t ro le i n  the 

c omm e r ci a l  l i fe o f  New Zea l and in the 1 8 3 0 s .  H i s  a rb i t r a t i on , 

h i s k n ow l e dg e  an d h i s  in fl ue n ce we re a vai l ab le to r and \ve re 

s o tg ht a fte r by , tr ader s , both Mao r i  and E urope an . Ye t m any , 

and parti c ul a r l y  hi s con ·temporari e s , h a ve c on dem n e d him a s  

be i n g  ine f fe cti ve i n  hi s ro le a s  Re s i den t .  

Whi le i t  i s  not pos s i b le to re fe ren c e  the re ason s 

why the s e  pe op le cri tici se d  B usby r s an e  s ug g e s ti on s  can b e  

m a de whi ch app e ar t o  ex pl ain the i r  oppo s i t i on .
2 2 3  The prem i se 

o f  thi s  d i s c us s i on i s  that , gene r a l ly , e ach cornmmen tato r ' s  

ob j e c ti on s  vJe re based on the i r  perce p t i on o f  B us b y ' s  ro le and1 

p a rti c ul a r l y , how hi s pe r forman ce di f fe r e d  from the i r  ex pe ct.­

ati on s . The Bri t i s h  gove rnmen t , fo r ex ample 1 m ay h a ve hoped 

2 2 0 .  

2 2 1 . 

2 2 2 . 

2 2  3 .  

Co l on i a l  S e c retary , New S o uth Wa le s to B us by , 2 7  May 
1 8 4 0 , en c lo s i ng Manning to Co lon i a l  S e cre t a ry , 1 5  May 
1 8 4 0 , J .  B usby , De spatche s o f  t.he B r i ti s h  Re s i de n t  i n  
New Ze a lan d , 1 8  3 3-1 8 39 , ( WT u ,  qMs 1 8  3 3- 9 P )  . 

B us by t o  Co loni a l  Se cre t a ry , 6 ,  1 2  S e p tembe r 1 8 39 ,  NSW : 
Co loni a l  Se creta ry : Le tte r s  He ce i ve d ,  New Z e a l and , 1 8 4 0  , 
( AONSW , 4 /2 5 0 1 , i tem 3 9 /1 1 0 6 4 ) . 

J .  B usby to A. B usby , 5 S e p tember 1 8  39 , ( W'l' u , qMs B US ) . 
For the pro s pec.t. us o f  the In s ti t u'ce s e e  S . H .  r 4 Sept:em ­
be r 1 8  39 . 

See a l s o  the di s c us s i on i n  J . M .  Ward , B r i t i sh P ol i c� 
ir!_ tl.2_� S o ut h  yaci fi e ,  Sydne y  r 1 9 4 8 , pp

-:80- 9 1 . 
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that appoi n ting a Re s i de n t  wo uld re l i e ve them o f  the n e e d  to 

furthe r i n te r vene i n  a f fa i r s  at New Z e a l an d . B ut comp l ai n ts 

an d dem an d s  fo r f urthe r a c ti on con tin ued to a rr i ve a t  the 

Co l on i a l  O f fi ce from re s i de n t s  at New Ze a l and as we l l  as from 

B ri t i sh an d colon i a l  m e r c h an t s . Go ve rn or Bo urke , who se vi ews 

we re a l s o  co l o ure d by an app aren t pe r s on al di s l i k e  o f  B us by , 

probably tho ught that the Re s i de n t  sho ul d  de a l  wi th New 

Ze a l and a f fai r s  an d l e a ve him free to g o ve rn New S o uth W a le s . 

In s te ad a s te ady s tre am o f  de spatche s arri ve d  from Wa i tang i , 

a l l  o f  whi ch req ui re d an swe r s  an d whi ch , in e f fe c t , i n cre ased 

the g o ve rn o r ' s  work l oad wi th reg a rd to New Z e a l an d . The den i g ­

r a ti on o f  B usby ' s  w o rk by the m i s s i on ari e s  a t  N e w  Ze a l an d , i t  

i s  s ugg e s te d , grew p ar t ly from a fe ar th at hi s appoi n tme n t 

wo uld ultimate ly le ad to the Bri t i sh c o l oni z a t i on o f  t h a t  

c o un t ry . Eq ua l ly i t  m ay h a ve ari sen from the i r  s e e i ng a Re s i de n t  

a s  a poten ti a l  r i va l  to the i r  se l f- appoi n te d  p o s i t i on a s  the 

' ci vi li ze r s ' and a d vi s ors to the Mao ri s .  The t rade rs an d othe r 

s e c ular re si dent s i n  New Z e a l and we re a l s o  s ca thing o f  B usby ' s  

work . Whi l e  they c l e a r l y  appre ci ated an d bene fi tted from hi s 

a s s i s tan ce in tim e s  o f  nee d , the y s e em to h a ve tho ug h t  th at the 

m e re pre s e n ce o f  a Re s i de n t  s h o uld h a ve pre ve n te d  the se prob lem s  

from ari s i ng . Fin a l l y  B us by himse l f  appe ars unwi t t i ng ly to h a ve 

dim i n i s h e d  the va l ue  o f  hi s own work . In hi s de spatche s he ove r ­

dram a tiz e d  the s ta te o f  a f fai r s  in New Ze a l an d an d h i s  fe e l i ng s 

o f  he lp l e s sne s s  i n  attempting to de a l  with prob lem s . H i s  a im 

was to b o l s te r  hi s c l aim s for more powers an d m o re re so ur ce s  

to ca rry o ut hi s ta sk m ore e ffecti"\ely In s te a d  h e  wrote h i m s e l f  

o ut o f  a j ob . On the b a s i s  o f  thi s e vi dence l ate r wri te r s  h a ve 

a l s o  j udge d  B usby a s  i n c ompe ten t .  

C l e ar ly B usby d i d  n o t  h a ve the powe r to r i ght e ve ry 

wrong o r  to e s tab l i s h  pe a ce an d s e c ur ity in the B ay o f  I s l ands , 

l e t  a l one thro ug h o ut the c o m1 t ry .  There fo re h e  s ho ul d  n ot b e  

con demned for h a ving n ot done s o . Howeve r , wi thin the sm a l le r  

comme r c i a l  s ce n a ri o ,  and wi thin the l im i ts o f  hi s time and .his autlori� 

B usby ' s  work a s  Re s i de n t  c an be pron o m1 ce d  a s uc ce s s . 
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P a r t  I I I :  Trad·e and Inte r ve n t. i on in Ne\v Ze a l an d  

THE I R  INVOLVEMEN T re f l ec te d  the impo r t an ce the g o ve rnme n t s  

p l a c e d on the t imbe r and flax trade and i t s  r am i fi c at i on s  i n  

the fi e ld s  o f  impe r i a l  an d c o l on i a l  s e c uri ty , h on o ur an d 

comme r ce . The g o ve rnmen t s  1 m o ve s  we re a l so re s pon s e s  to the 

anx ie ti e s  ex pre s s e d  to them by a vari e ty o f  i n di vi d ual s and 

pre s s ure g r o up s . 

Th ere i s  n o  d o ubting tha t fh ro UJho ut the ag e o f  

timbe r s h i p s  and ta l l  s a i l s  the Roya l  N a vy was a lways i n  n e e d  

o f  timber fo r m a s t s  and de cking , an d fl ax an d hemp fo r s ai l s 

an d rope s . The tradi t i on a l  so urce s o f  imports o f  the s e  p r o d uc t s  

we re S c an d i n avi a a n d  R us s i a .  Howe ve r the Bri t i s h  h ad for a 

l on g  t im e  re a l i s e d  the dange r o f  h a vi ng to re l y  a lm o s t  e n t i re ly 

on fore i g n  co un t ri e s to pro vi de the impo r t s  o f  these e s s e n ti a l  

d 2 2 4 1-
d J . f . d . 1 7 1  4 l Ch l p ro uc t s . T11e ang e r  was exemp _ J_ 1 e  1n _ w 1en ar e s  

X I I  c lo s e d the B a l t i c  por t s  to the Bri t i s h . Fo rt u1 ate ly 

B r i tain c o uld t urn to import s from he r Ame ri can co l on i e s  whi c h  

se eme d t o  ab o un d  i n  timbe r .  Howe ve r by l 7 8 3 the s e  c o l on i e s 

too we r e  fore i g n  s oi l .  

I t  w a s  fo r t h i s re a s on that B r i t i sh s t rateg i s ts 

fo l lowe d C ook 1 s voy ag e s wi th i n t e re s t . Thi s a l s o  ex p l ai n s  why 

Cook w a s  i n s tr ucted , b e fo re hi s fi n a l  voyage , to g e t  s amp le s  

o f  New Ze a l a n d  f l ax . The s am p le s he h a d  bro ught b a ck on 

e a r li e r  o c c a s ion s h a d  been s ucce s s ful ly wo rk e d  i n to rope an d 
2 2 5  

c an vas by a Fre n c h  w om an in Lon don . 

In the s ame y e a r  as .Am e r i can I n dependen ce was re cog ­

n i s e d  J·ame s  Maria Ma t r a , a fri e n d  o f  S i r  Jose ph B an k s  an d a 

s e am an on Cook 1 s fi r s t  voy ag e  o f  di s co ve ry , prop o s e d  t h a t  the 

B r i t i s h  g o ve rnmen t  c on s i de r  fo un ding a co lon y  in New S o ut h  

Wa le s . One o f  the a d van tag e s  o f  s uch a c o l ony v1 as he l d  to b e  

2 2 4 . 

2 2 5 .  

R . G . A l b i on , Fo re s t s  and S e a  Powe r �  The Timbe r Prob lem 
o f  the Roy a l  N a vy , 1 6 5 2 - 1 8 6 2 , Conne ct i c ut : 1 9 6 5 , p . 3 4

-·s . 

S tephe n s  to Cook , 2 0  June 1 7 7 6 , ( N.LA , MS 6 8 8 ) . 
I 



3 0 0  

the 

the 

as 

to 

s upe r - ab undance of fl ax and timbe r re so urce s j us t  acro s s  

Tasman i n  New Zealand . H e  de s cribe d  both the se produc t s  

be ing o f  s uf fi cient q ua l i t y  t o  pro vide the g re ate s t  uti l i ty 
2 2 6  the co untry and n avy .  The se re commendation s  we re tran s -

fe rred , in ve ry s imi l ar words , into a p l an proposed b y  Si r 

1 . . f 2 2 7  Ge orge Yo ung for the co on1. z at 1. on o New So uth Wale s . Yo ung 

was a friend and al ly o f  Matra and the two men had m ade 

repre seitations to the gove rnment to g ain some s upport for the i r  
2 2 8  propos a l s in both 1 7 84 and 1 7 8 6 . Fin al ly , th is same 

s ugg e s tion that Britain take ad van tage o f  New Z e a l and ' s  

t imber and fl ax appe ared a s  an ob j e c t i ve in the an onymo us 

' He ads o f  a Plan ' whi ch we re c i rc ulated togethe r  with the 

announcement o f  the g o ve rnmen t ' s  de c i s i on to fo und a pen a l  

colony i n  New So uth Wale s . 2 2 9  

From thi s  and other e vi dence i t  has been arg ue d  that 

one o f  the maj or re ason s  behind the Bri ti sh g ove rnment ' s  

de c i s i on to form a pen al settlement in New South Wale s was 

its de s i re to ex ploit the fl ax and timber o f  Nor folk I s l an d  

and New Zealand and th us to provi de for the needs o f  the 

East Indi a Royal Nava l  Station . It a l s o  wanted to keep othe r 

n ation s , notably the French an d D utch , from coloni z ing the 

con tinent .  Indeed provi ding for Bri tain ' s  incre as ing 

pop ulation o f  con vi c t s  appe ars to have been a se condary con s i d ­

e rati on in  the fo unding o f  t h e  c olony . 2 3 0  A fte r the timbe r: 

2 2 6 . 

2 2 7 . 

2 2 8 . 

2 2 9 . 

2 30 . 

' A  Proposal for Es tab li shing a Se ttlement on New S o uth 
Wales ' .  C02 0 1 /l , f . 4 7b - 6 l b ; H . R . N . Z . , I , 36 - 4 2 . 

Attorney Gene ral t o  Lord Sydney ,  1 3  Jan uary 1 7 8 5 , an d 
enclo s ure , H . R , N . Z . , I ,  4 5 - 4 9 .  

A . Fros t , ' The Choi ce o f  Botany Bay : The Scheme to 
S upply the Ea s t  Indie s wi th Nava l  Store s ' ,  A . E . H . R . , 
XV 1 �1arch · 1 9  7 5 1  1 8 .  

' He ads  o f  a P l an for the Tran sportation o f  Con vi cts to 
New South Wa le s ' ,  C02 0 1 /2 , f . l l a-1 5a ; H . R . N . Z . , I , 5 3-5 5 .  

A .  Fro s t , ' The Debate on the Choice o f  Botany B ay : A 
Further Comment ' ,  A . E . H . R . , XVI �_ , n o .  1 ,  March 1 9 7 7 ,  
7 6- 7 .  

' 
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and fl ax on Nor folk I s l an d  fai led to p ro ve o f  va l ue for 

n a va l  p urpose s ,  the g ove rnmen t s  do ubte d the wi sdom o f  

expe n d i ng more mon e y  on s imi l a r  attempts to co lon i z e  New 

Ze a l an d . For thi s re a son New Z e a l an d  t imbe r an d fl ax was 

not a c t i ve ly s o u:rht by the g o ve rnmen ts un t i l  abo ut 1 8 2 0 .  

Wh at had h appene d i n  the i n te rim to e n c o urag0 the 

Bri t i s h  to look for new s o urc e s  o f  n ava l s upp l i e s were the 

Tre aty o f  Ti l s i t  ( 1 8 0 7 )  by whi ch B a l t i c  por ts were c l ose d 

to B r i t i sh s h i pping th us dra s t i c a l ly re d uc i ng s upp l i e s  o f  

t imbe r and hemp , an d the 1 8 1 2  Ang l o -Am e ri can War , whi ch h ad 

been p re ce de d  by t rade embargoe s ag ain s t  Eng l an d  p a s s e d  by 

the Ame r i c an Cong re s s  i n c l uding the Non - In te r co ur s e  Act o f  

1 8 0 7  whi ch banned t r ading with Bri ti s h  ve s s e l s . 2 31 Ag a i n  

Bri t ai n  w a s  forced to re al i se the dang e rs o f  re lyi ng on 

fo re i g n  s o urce s for her s upp l i e s  o f  tim b e r  a..11 d  fl ax . The 

em e rg e n cy o f  1 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 0 was m e t  by a h uge in cre a s e  in timbe r 

ex ports from C anadian fo re s ts . How e ve r  i t  was q ui te c le ar that 

Bri tain n e e de d  new an d re l i ab le s o urce s o f  s upp l y . 

One s uch s o ur ce , the Navy s e e:n e d  to have re c a l l e d , 

was New Ze al an d . Th us in 1 8 1 9  they i n s t r ucte d the Adm i ra l  

Comm ande r in Ch i e f o f  the Eas t Indi a S tation t o  e n c o urag e  the 

g rowth o f  New Z e al an d  hemp by pro c uring rope m an u fa c t ure d fran 

. f h f h . 2 32 1 t  o r  t e us e o 1 s  � q uadron . They a l s o  s e n t  the 

Drome dary an d the Corom an de l to i n ve s tig a te the po ten ti a l  an d  
n a t ure o f  New Ze a l an d  timber an d req ue s te d  that the Go ve rn or 

o f  New S o uth W a le s  s upp ly update d i n  fo rm ation on the phorm i  1::r-r1 
tenax . Seen i n  the s ame lig h t , the abo l i ti on o f  d utie s on 

fl ax and n a val tim be rs for ten ye ars fro.� 1 8 2 3 appe ars to 

h a ve been an at tem pt to pro c ure s upp li e s  for te s ting by the 

Navy B o ard , and to see i f  the comm odi tie s  c o ul d  be pro fi tably 

an d reg ul arly s upp l i e d  to the Lon don m a rke t .  I t  s e em e d  tha t  

2 31 . 

2 32 . 

Albi on , pp . 3 3 6 - 9 , 35 7 - 8 .  

Navy Bo ard to C�S ,  6 Ap ri l 1 8 1 9 , ci te d  i n  McCay , 
p .  7 1 . 
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New Ze a land timber and fl ax we re no longe r  be ing reg arded 

s ole ly as s upp lies for the Eas t In di a  S t ation b ut a l s o  for use 

in B ri tain . 

The pri vate flax and timbe r contracts o f  1 8 31 ( an d  

the timbe r con tracts in s ubsequent yea rs ) we re l e t  a t  a time 

when , g enerally , the Roy a l  Navy was m ak ing large e c onom i e s  in 

ann ual expendi t ure . 2 3 3 Cle arly the s trateg i c  importan ce o f  

the New Zea l and s uppl ies  an d ,  pre s un ably , the pos i t i ve and 

e n co urag ing re s ul t s  o f  the te s t s  beinr:r carried o ut on both 

products by the Navy , j us ti fied channe l ling m on i e s  i n to this 

new fie ld whi le re tren ching in m o s t  othe rs . Renewe d me as ure s 

for tig h tening ex pendit ure in the m id-1 8 30s  m ay h a ve been 

the re asons  why the Adm i ra lty , in 1 8  35 , t urned dovm Ti tore ' s  

o f fe r  to s e t  as ide tre e s  at Whang aroa fo r the ex cl usi ve use 

o f  the Royal Navy . 2 34 Howe ver the de ci s i on not to send s tore 

ships to New Ze aland was re ve rs e d  an d the B u f falo le ft twi ce 

m ore for Nevl Ze a l an d .  Gene ral n ava l expendi ture was a l s o  

i n c reased i n  the l ate 1 8 3 0 s  i n  re spon se to Rus s i an and French 

re - arm a'llen 'c and the rea l i s ation that the . Bri ti sh N a vy was 

fal ling behind thos e  powers .in comparat i ve s treng th . 2 35 New 

Z e a l and timber and flax , the re fore , we re re s o urce s that Gre at 

Bri tain neede d .  

Howe ver s uc ce s s i ve g ove rnments we re unwi l ling to o ve r­

comm i t  themse l ve s  ih the ex ploi tat.ion o f  New Ze a land tim b er 

and flax re sour ce s i n  the be lie f that thi s would ine vi tab ly 

le ad th�'ll i n to some sort o f  m i li tary pre sence in New Z e a l and 

or pos si b ly e ven the coloni zation of the coun try . Thi s tenta­

ti vene s s  was seen , fo r examp le , in the handling o f  the Fi rst 

2 3 3 .  

2 34 . 

2 35 . 

C .  J .  Ba.'r:tle tt , Gre at Bri tain· and Se a Power ,  1 81 5 - 1 8 5  3 ,  
Ox ford , 1 9 6 3 ,  Chapter 1 .  
Barrow to B us by : 9 May 1 8  35 , ( WAre , BRl /2 ) . 

Bartlett , pp . l l l -1 1 6 . 
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New Ze a lan d  Company Peti t i on i n  1 8 2 5 .  The P r i vy Co un ci l  

Cornm i  t tee for Trade re comm e n de d  to the King that the Company 

be i n c o rpo rate d for 2 1  ye a r s  in re cog n i t i on o f  ' the Bene fi t s  

t o  the Comm e r ce an d N avig a t i o n  o f  the Un i te d  K i ng dom an d 

Y o ur Ma j e s ty ' s  S ub j e cts i n  g en e r a l  w h i ch m ay re s ul t  from s uch 

an Attem pt i f  i t  s h o ul d  prove s uc ce s s ful ' .  Howe ve r they 

re fus e d  to g ran t the Company an ex c l us i ve m onop o l y  o ve r  t rade 

from New Ze a l an d . 
2 36 

In p a rt thi s  t e n tat i ve re s pon s e  m ay h a ve 

been the re s ul t  o f  fe ars ex p re s se d  b y  Lo rd B a th ur s t i n  t h e  

Col on i a l  O f fi ce . H e  fe l t  th a t  to o g re at a n  i n vo l vem en t m ig ht 

le ad the g o ve r�m en t  into g ranting req ue s ts fo r troop s  to 

de fen d  the s e t tlem e n t .  Whi le th i s  was rig o ro us ly denie d by 

the Com p any a t  the time , the nex t y e a r , a fte r it s e em e d  tha t  

they wo ul d fai l t o  s e c ure the i r  m on op o l y ,  the Com p any d i d  

appa:::o a ch the Co lon i a l  O f fi ce wi th a req ue s t  fo r t h e  g o ve rnmen t  

t o  e s t ab l i s h  a ' Fo r t  an d sm a l l  Com p l em e n t  o f  !-1en a t  New 
2 3 7  

Ze a lan d ' .  

Al tho tg h  the g o ve rnme n t  w a s  unwi l l i ng to c omm i t  i ts e l f  

wh o le h e a rte dly i n  s uppo rt o f  p l an s  a i m e d  a t  uti l i z i ng New 

Ze a l an d  timbe r an d f l ax 1 i t  re a c t e d  ve ry di f fe re n t ly whe n  i t  

was fe l t  th a t  i t s chan c e s  o f  s e c uring the r e s o urce s we re i n  

do ub t .  The im p o r tan ce B ri t a i n  p l ace d on the poten t i a l  o f  New 

Z e a lan d tim b er an d fl ax a l s o  l ay be h i n d  Br i t i s h  g o ve rniT.e n t  

m o ve s  t.o reg ul ate a f fai rs at New Ze a l an d .  I n  e s s e n ce , when 

con t a ct be twe en Mao ri s an d Europe an s at New Ze a l an d  app e ared 

to be c re a t ing an archy an d t h us i n h i b i t i ng t ra de a trade 

poten t i a l l y  vi t a l  t o  the s e c ur i t y  o f  the n a t i on an d Emp i re 

i t  w a s  the n  th a t  the g o ve rnmen t  fe l t  ob l ig e d to i n te rve n e . 

I t  h a s  been arg ue d 2 38 th a t  B r i tain w a s  m o ve d  to 

i n te r ve n e  in New Ze a l an d  a f fai r s  p rim a ri l y  b e c a us e  s he fe l t  

a m ora l re s p on s i b i l i ty t o  do s o . Thi s d uty , i t  w a s  arg ue d ,  

s temm e d  from two p ri n ci p le s . Fi r s t  1 p re va l e n t  contemp orary 

2 36 . 

2 �fl . 

2 3 8 . 

Rep o r t  o f  P r i vy Co un c i l Comm i ttee fo r Trade an d 
P l an ta t i ons ,  5 J une 1 8 2 6 , P C  1 /4 3 0 3 .  

I 
B ath ur s t  to Lytt le ton , 2 9  Mar c h  1 8 2 5 , Ly t t le ton to 
B a th urs t ,  30 March 1 8 2 5 , C02 0 l /1 6 7 1 f . 2 2 9 b - 2 32 b ;  
Ly tt le ton t o  Ho r ton , 2 2  Marc h  1 8 2 6 , C02 0 1 /1 7 9 ,  
f . 9 l b -- 9 3a .  

Adam s , e sp e c i al l y  Chap t e r  2 .  
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opinion he ld th at Bri tons out s i de the i r  own c o un try were 

en ti tled to the prote ction o f  Bri ti sh l aws . Second , the new 

wave o f  h unan i  tari ani sm , whi ch in f l uenced Colon i a l  ·Office 

ci rcle s , dem anded that Mao ri s be reg arded as a s o ve reign 

and in dependen t poeple who de serve d  to be prote cted from be ing 

forci b ly di s t urbed in the li ve s  they we re le ading . Bri tain ' s  

attempts to reg ul ate e ven ts at New Z e a l an d , for ex ample by 

ex tending the j uri s di ction o f  colon i al courts ,  sen ding naval 

ve s s e l s  to crui se a long the coas t , an d appo inting a Bri ti sh 

Re s i den t , are , by thi s  re asoning , he ld to be re sponses  to 

the know le dge o f  thi s  ' s acre d duty ' towards E uropeans and 

Maori s .  

The pre sent s tudy accepts that thi s was one o f  the 

importan t  re ason s  for Bri ti sh inte rvent.i on . Howeve r  it i s  

also con tended that the re we re s igni fi can t  trade - re l ate d 

m o ti ve s  be hind all the g ove rnment m o ve s  to reg ulate a f,fai rs 

in New Ze a land . 

On t.he s ur fa ce the 1 8 1 7  Act to pun i sh m urde rs an d 

m an s la ug h te rs , whi ch appears to have arisen frcm in form at ion 

f . . . t th t b . c 2 3 9  o atro c1t1e s g 1 ven o e g ove rnmen y tne �s was a 

worthy attempt to cope with a prob lem whi ch was reg arde d as 

wi de spre ad in New Ze aland and the Paci fi c .  The Act reqogni se d  

th at m urde ring n ati ve peop le was a crim e  de se rving o f  the 

seve re s t  pena lty . It also m ade men tri.Jon o f  the e f fects o f  s uch 

m urde rs and m an s laughters in rai si ng ' a  general s c andal and 

pre j udi ce . . .  ag ains t  the name and characte r o f  B ritish an d 

othe r E urope an traders ' . In othe r words not on ly we re the 

crime s pre j udi ci al to Bri tain ' s  good name , b ut they also 

impe ded the pro fi tab le and s a fe conduct o f  trade ; for the s e  

reason s  they needed to be s toppe d .  

Moreo ve r  the exp an s i on o f  n ava l crui s e s  in the 1 82 0 s  

seem e d  to occ ur in re sponse to a req ue s t  from the Lords ' 

Comm i t tee o f  the Pri vy Co mci l for Trade and Plan tations . The 

Commi t tee had de liberated on the Memori al from fi fteen 

me rcan ti le firm s  whi ch had been pre sented in 1 8 2 6 . The m e r chants 

2 39 . Yarwood , p .  1 9 2 .  For the Mem ori a l  to whi ch Yarwood re fe r! 
see CHS Me.'ll orial , C02 0 l / 8 8 ,  f . 4 5 6 b - 4 6 7b ;  H . R . N . Z . , I ,  
4 1 7 -2 9 . 
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aske d t h a t  the g o ve rnme n t  con s i de r  s a feg ua rding the i r  

i n te re s t s  and the i r  s h i pp i ng i.n New Z e a l an d .  In rep ly the 

Comm i ttee s ta te d  that ' e ve ry pos s i b le p rote c t i on s ho ul d  be 

a f fo rde d to H i s  Haj e s ty '  s s ub j e cts ' who t rade d on the New 

Ze a land c o as t s , an d they ask e d  the N a vy to im p leme n t  thi s 
. . 

l 
2 4 0  

h c . . 
pr1n c 1 p  e .  S ue a re q ue s t  w a s  n o t  new . amm l S S lone r 

B i g ge h a d  s ug g e s te d  to Lord B a th urs t a t  the Co l on i a l  O f fi ce 

in J un e  1 8 2 5  that the ' oc c as io n a l  p re s e n ce ' o f  a w a r s h i p  

wo ul d  ' c he ck the li c i n t i o usne s s  a n d  o ut r age s o f  t h e  c rews 

o f  Eng l i sh Ve s se ls ' and ' i n c re a s e  the re spe c t  th at the N a ti ve s  

a l re ady fe e l  for the n a va l  an d comme r c i a l  S upe r i or i ty o f  

G • • 1 2 4 1 
re a t  B r l  tal n  . .  

The g o ve rmn e n t  w a s  s oon face d wi th the c la im tha t  

the ' o c c as i on a l '  vi s i t  o f  a w a r s h i p  w a s  n o t  h a ving the 

s a l  utory e f fe ct that the s uppo r te rs o f  thi s form o f  i n t e r ­

ven ti on h ad expe c te d . The re fo re , i n  t h e  wak e o f  the E l i z abe t h  

A f fa i r  o f  1 8 30 ,  the C�lon i a l  O f fi ce a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  Adm i r a l ty 

s t at i on a w a r s h i p  pe nn aneri tly in New Ze a l and and th a t  the crew 

be g i ve n  a uthori ty to vi s i t  trading an d wha l i n g  ve s s e l s  when 

the y a r r i ve d .  The re a s on g i ve n  fo r the i r  req ue s ts was t h a t  

the s e  m e as ure s wo ul d pro vi de som e  a uthori ty fo r the p ro te c ti on 

o f  ' the ve ry c on s i de r ab le an d r ap i d l y  i n cre as i n g  T rade b e twee n  

N e w  S o uth Wa le s an d N e w  Z e a l an d ' an d o f  the ' Me r c an ti le 

E s tab l i s hm en t s ' form e d  the re 1 a s  '.-Je l l  a s  fo r re s t r ai n i ng the 

' bad c on d uc t  o f  the Ma s te r s  and Crews o f the Ve s s e l s  re s o rting 

h f l '  I 2 4 2  
h drn '  l I l h t e re o r  s upp l e s  . T e A 1 ra ty s rep y \va s  t at n o  

m o re a utho r i ty c o ul d  b e  g i ven t o  m a s te rs o f  n a va l ve s s e l s  

vi s i t i ng N e w  Ze al an d  n o r  w o ul d  o n e  b e  s t ati oned the re . I n s te ad 

the y  re - i s s ue d  the i r  orde r o f  1 8 2 6  t o  the Comm an de r  o f  the E a s t 

d .  
. 2 4  3 In l a  S t a t 1 on . 

2 4 0 .  

2 4 1 . 

2 4 2 . 

2 4  3 .  

Torre n s  to Twi s s , 2 4  Jan uary 1 8 2 9 , C02 0 l /2 0 7 1  f . 4 4 4 a ; 
Ad am s , p . 5 9 • 

B i g g e  to B ath ur s t , 2 7  Fe b r uary 1 8 2 3 , B . T .1 B ox 2 8 1  pp . 
7 2 0 3- 4 ; H • R . N . z • I I I 5 9 4 • 

,I k H mn c  to 
A s unrn a ry 

E l l i ot ;  to 
A s umm ary 

B a rrow , 5 Jan nary 1 8  31 , C02 0 9  /1 1 
i s  fo un d  in !!...:_R . A . , l 1 XVI , 5 7 4 . 

H owi ck , 7 J an uary 1 8  31 , C02 0 9 /l , 
i s  fo un d in H . R . A . , l ,  XVI , 5 7 4 .  

f . l 9 b -· 2 O b . 

f .  2 l b -2 2 a .  
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In s p i te o f  repe a te d  req ue s ts
2 4 4  

the Adm i r a l ty wo ul d  

n o t  chang e i ts po l i cy on t hi s  m at te r .  Fo r i n s t an ce in t h e  wake 

o f  the Ha r r i e t  a f fai r o f  1 8 3 4 Go ve rn o r  B o urke w ro te an em o t i on a l  

de s p at ch i n  w hi ch h e  th re a te n e d  t o  wi thdraw the B r i ti s h  Re s i de n t  

an d t o  wa rn t h e  B ri ti sh s e t t l e rs i n  New Z e a l a n d  tha t  the y we re 

' al toge t he r w i th o ut the p a le o f  B ri t i s h  p rote c ti on ' ,  un l e s s  

' at le a s t  one S h i p  o f  wa r b e  S t at i one d pe rm an e n t l y  i n  the s e  

S e as ' . B o urke ' s  thre a t  w a s  p ar r i e d  by t h e  Adm i r a lty s tatemen t 

tha t ' the co s t  o f  m ai n t a i n i ng a ve s se l  s o le ly fo r th i s  p urpose 

wo uld be s o  g re a t  as who l ly to p re c l ude the p o s s i b i l i ty o f  
2 4 5 

e n te rt ai n i n g  s uch a p urpose ' .  

Am i d s t  the q ui b b ling o ve r  the ex ac t q uan t i ty o f  the 

p rote c ti on t o  be g i ve n , n ob o dy di s p ute d the fac t that the 

Roy a l  N a vy s h o ul d  be ' in vo l ve d  in p rote c ti ng B r i ti s h  c omm e r c i a l  

act i vi ty i n  N e w  Ze a l an d . An d t h e  B ri ti s h  we re n o t  the on ly 

n a ti on who m ai n taine d thi s p r i n c i p le . In the 1 8 3 0 s  when F re n ch 

wh a le r s  beg an to fre q ue n t  the New Ze a l and coa s t s , the Fren ch 

g o ve rnmen t s e n t  warsh i p s  to c r ui s e  wi t h  the wh a l e r s  an d t o  

p rot e c t  them . L a rg e  F re n ch n a va l  ve s se l s  were eng ag e d  fo r thi s 

p urpose - for ex am p le the Ve n us , a fri g a te o f  2 0 0 0  ton s , 5 8  
2 4 6  g un s  and 4 8 8  m e n . As we l l  a s  prote c ting Fren ch s ai lo r s  from 

the shipping o f  o the r n at i on s  F re n ch n a va l  o f fi ce r s  we re a l s o  

q ui ck t o  a ve n g e  Maor i  i n fra c t i on s . Thi s w a s  s e en 1 n  the i r  

r e a c ti on to t h e  m a s s ac re o f  the c rew o f  the Je an B a r t  i n  the 

Cha th am  I s l an d s  i n  1 8 38 .
2 4 7 

A fte r the Ac t s  o f l 8 1 7 , 1 8 2 3  an d 1 8 2 5 , and the o r de r i ng 

o f  c r ui se s  b y  n a va l  ve s se l s  c ame, i n  s e q ue n ce , the appoi n tm en t  

2 4 4 . 

2 4 5 . 

2 4 6 . 

2 4 7 . 

For e x am p l e  Howi ck t o  B a r r ow , 2 7  Sep tem b e r  1 8 31 ,  H . R . A . , 
1 ,  XVI , 5 7 4 ; S tephen t o  Adm i r a l ty , 1 5  A ug us t  1 8 3 8 ,  
e n c l o s e d  i n  Glene lg t o  G i pp s , De s p a tch 351 , 1 8 3 8 ,  
Se c re tary o f  S t a te : De s p atche s to Go ve rn o r  o f  New S o uth 
Wale s , J ul y -De cem b e r  1 8 38 ,  ( NPL/M , Al 2 7 8 ) , pp . 6 1 7 - 9 . 

B o urk e  to S tan le y , 1 8  S e p tem be r 1 8 34 ,  C02 0 l /2 4 0 , f . 5 0 4 a-b . 
G l e n e lg t o  B o urk e , 2 8  O c t obe r 1 8 35 ,  H . R . A . , l , XV I I I , 1 7 2 . 

S . H . , 2 6  No vem b er 1 8 38 .  I 
S . G . , 1 6  Oc tobe r 1 8 38 ;  Co l on i s t , 1 7  O c t ob e r  1 8 3 8 ;L ' He roine 
( co r ve tte ) , P ap e r s  Re l at ingt o  the Cor ve tte , 1 8 3 7 - 4 2 , 
( WT u , 1 8 37 - 4 2. , HS H E R ) , var i o us e n t r ie s i F . A  .. S�mp ? on ,Chathan 

Ex i le s , Ye s te r d ay and Today a t  the Cha tham I s l an d s , 
We l li ng t on , 1 9 5 0 , C h ap t e r 4 .  



30 7 

o f  a B r i ti sh Re s i de n t .  In 1 8 32 Vi s c o un t  Gode r i c h  i n fo rm e d  

Go ve rn o r  B o urke tha t  a B r i ti sh Re s i de n t  h ad been appo i n te d  

to New Z e a l an d  ' par t ly wi th a vi ew 
·
to p rote c t i ng B ri ti sh 

Comme r ce i n  the I s l an ds o f  New Ze a l an d  ari d i n  the a d j a ce n t  

I s l a n d s  i n  the So uth Se as an d p a r t l y  i n  o rde r t o  repre s s  the 

o ut r ag e s  wh i ch unh appi ly B ri t i s h  S ub j e ct s  a re fo un d  o ften to 

pe rpe t ua te ag a in s t  the pe r s on s  an d p rope rty o f  the Na t i ve s  an d 

h f • • h • 1 2 4 8  
h '  t t e p e a ce o S o c1 e ty l n  t o s e  Reg l o n s  . T l s s tatemen w a s  

re i n force d b y  Lord Glene lg a fte r h e  h a d  a c ce p te d  the s e a l s  o f  

the C o l on i a l  O f fi ce
2 4 9  

and Jam e s  S tephen , Pe nn anen t Un de r ­

Se c re t a r y  fo r the Co loni e s , con fi rm e d  i t  in re s pon se to a q ue ry 

from the Fore ig n O f fi ce i n  De cembe r 1 8 3 8 .
2 5 0  

The i de a  for appo i n t i ng a Re s i de n t  appe ars to h a ve h a d  

an te ce de n t s  i n  th e p r a ct i ce o f  t h e  Eas t Indi a Com p any . 2 5 1  
I t  

w a s  fi r s t  m oote d in re la·ti on to N e w  Z e a l an d  in the Mem o ri a l  

fran Lord & Co i n  1 8 1 0  i n  whi ch they s ug g e s te d  app o i n ting 

Th om a s  Ke n t ,  who wo ul d  be m ade a J us t i ce o f  the Pe ace , to 

re s i de at the i r  propo sed se t t lem en t in New Ze a l an d . Hi s t a s k  

w a s  to con tr o l  the i n te ract i on o f  Maor i s  and trade rs . Ken t ' s  

late r w i t h d r aw a l  from the Company a lte re d the p l an n i ng an d  
e ven t ua l l y  nobody w a s  em p loye d 1 n  th a t  p o s i t i on . Go ve rn o r  

Macq ua r i e  h ad ag ree d  wi th thi s i de a  an d pe rh ap s  th i s  prom p te d  

him t o  appoi n t  CMS m i s s i on ar i e s  Than as Ken d a l l an d John B u·tle r 

Jus t i ce s  o f  the Pe ace be fo re they wen t to the m i s s i on s ta tion 

a t  New Z e a l an d . 

Th e  i d e a  o f  a g o ve rnme n t  app oin te d  an d g o ve rnme n t  pai d 

Re s i de n t  fo r New Z e a l an d  was p r op o s e d  to G o ve rn o r  Darl i ng b y  

2 4 8 .  

2 4 9 . 

2 5 0 . 

2 5 1 . 

Gode r i ch to B o urke , 1 4  J m1e 1 8 32 ,  ( AONSVv , 4 /2 1 6 4 . 2 ) � 
H . R . A . , 1 ,  XVI , 6 6 2 . 

S e e  Glene lg t o  B o urk e , 2 8  O c to b e r  1 8 35 ,  H . R . A . , 1 ,  
XVI I I  I 1 71 .  

S tephen t o B a dtho use , 1 2  De cem be r  1 8 38 ,  FO 5 8 /1 1 , c i te d  
i n  J . B .  Wi l l i arn s , Bri ti s h  Comm e r c i a l  Po l i cy and Tr ade 
Ex pan1i on , 1 7 5 0 -1 8 5 0 1 Gx fo rd , 1 9 7 2 , p .  4 5 .  

A . •  S .  Th an s on , The S t o ry o f  New Z e a l and : P a s t an d 
P re s e n t - S a vageand Ci vi l i ze d , 2 vo l s , Lon don , 1 8 5 9 , 
( C�ppe r P re s s  reprin t ,  l 9 7 4 ) I ,  2 7 0 - l . 
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by Alex ande r Bax te r, the Attorney Gener a l  o f  New S o uth Wale s , 

in July 1 8 2 9 .  The Governor had re fe rre d to Bax te r  the req ue s t  

from Campbe ll & Co t o  seek some way o f  p uni shing the Maori s 

re spon s i b le for attack ing the i r  ve s se l , the H awe i s . Bax te r  

replied that the courts we re not em powe red rto p un i sh Maori s .  

He then departed from the pre c i s e  q ue s tion o f  hi s brie f to 

s ugg e s t  that a Re s i dent sho ul d  be appointed . He would need , 

the Attorney Gene ra l wrote , ta be a m an '  con ve r s ant wi th the 

cus tan s  and l ang uage o f  the pe op le , an d pos s e s se d  o f  s uch 

temper and inte l ligence as wo uld enab le him to ccmpo se 

di fferen ce s an d dispute s ari s ing be tween the people o f  the 

two n ation s ' .  Bax te r  added that as far as  he c o uld see the 

E uropeans we re in:iti al ly at fa ul t  in m o s t  o f  the attack s  and 

that the re fore the Re sident should be cre ated a mag i s tra te 

wi th powe r to canmi t o ffenders to Ner,.1 S o uth Wa le s .  2 5 2  

The nex t o f fi ci al men tion o f  a I<e s i den t c ame in 

D arling ' s  de spatch o f  1 2  Aug us t  1 8 3 0 . Wi th it he en closed a 

le tte r  from Sam ue l Marsden whi ch ga.ve the re ve rend gen tle ­

m an ' s  opin i on s  on and de s c riptions o f  the Gi rl s ' War . Darling 

to ld Sir  Georg e  Murray that hi s fi r s t  re action had been to 

re commend sending a Re siden t to New Ze aland b ut he de cided on 

re fle ction that s tationing a sm a l l  n a va l  ve s s e l  at  New Zealan d  

was a bette r  s cheme . In s upport o f  h i s  c l aim s  that a ffai rs in 

New Ze alan d  nee de d  controlling , Darl ing c i te d  the exten si ve 

trade that had grown between New South Wale s and New Ze a l an d  

an d also n ote d the need to s upport the good work be ing done by 

h . . - 2 5  3 t e m 1 s s 1on .s · - · .  
- He s upplemen te d  the se c l aim s in a de spatch 

date d 22 Septembe r 1 8  30 in which he e n c lo s e d  a de tai led ac co un t 

o f  trade between New Ze aland and New S o uth Wales, l Jan uary to 

1 4  A ug us t l 8 30 . 2 S 4 

2 5 2 . 

2 5  3 .  

2 5 4 .  

Attorney General to Col on i a l  Se c re tary , 2 7  J ul y  1 82 9 , 
( AONSW , 4 /2 0 2 0 , item 2 9 /6 0 5 6 ) .  Thi s  le tter was laid 

be fore the Exec uti ve Co unci l on 4 AUJ•us t 1 82 9 . 

Darling to Murray , 1 2  Aug us t 1 8 30 ,  C02 0 l /2 1 3 ,  f . l 2 6b­
l2  9 b i ' !:!_:_ R • l L  I 1 I XV I 7 0 2 - 3 . 

Darling to Hurray , 2 2  September 1 8  30 , H .  R .  N .  Z .  , I ,  
71 2 - 4 . 
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It the re fo re c annot h a ve been too unex pe c t e d  an 

a c t i on , e i the r in Lon don or in Sydn e y , when D a r l i ng anno m ce d  

t o  the C o l oni a l  O f fi ce th at , i n  the ' pre s en t  eme rg e n c y ' 

( fo l l owing the re ve l a ti on o f  the E l i z abe th A f fai r )  he h a d  

d e c i d e d  to app o i n t  a Re s i de n t  to N e w  Ze a land . Ag ain he s tre s s e d  

t h a t  h e  w a s  con ce rn e d  ab o ut the e f fe ct th a t  acti on s  s uch as 

S tewart ' s  wo u l d  h a ve on the i n cre a s i ng trade wi th New Ze a l an d ;  

thi s \va s  Bo urk e  ' s  con ce rn when late r the s ame ye ar he too 

s ugg e s te d  s e n d i ng a Re s i de n t  t o  p r o te c t  an d prom ote c omm e rce 

and t o  c a t c h  the c on vi c t s  who s e  a ct i vi ti e s  were di s r up t i ng 

trade . 
2 5 5 

Whe n  t h e  Co l on i a l  O f fi ce fo rwarde d Da r l i ng ' s  de spatch 

of 1 3  Ap ri l 1 8 31 t o  the Tre as ury toge th e r  wi th Lo rd Gode r i c h ' s  

re q ue s t  fo r m on e y  t o  pay a Re s i de n ·t an d a m i l i t ary fo r ce a t  

New Z e a l an d  the re w a s  n o  ambi g ui ty i n  the s t a te d  re a s on s  fo r 

the m o ve .  The T re a s ury we re t o l d  t h a t  the appo i n tm e n t  was 

be ing m ade ' to p r o te ct the l i ve s  & p r ope rtie s o f  B r i ti s h  

s ub j e c ts re s i d i ng in Nev-1 Z e a l an d  a s  we 1 1  a s  the ve ry va l uab le 

T d f t h  I s l a n d s'. 
2 5 6 

Th ' . f '  f tl . 1 r a  e o - ose e s 1g n 1  1 c an ce o 1e ccmm e r c 1 a  

m ot i ve for the appoin·tm e n t  w a s  c on s i s ten tly a rg ue d b y  the 

Colon i a l  O f fi ce . For i n s t an ce i n  1 8 32 when Pe te r  Di l l on app l i e d  

to the Col on i a l  O f fi ce for p ro te c t i on fo r h i s p ropo s e d 

COill'll e rc i a l  co lony i n  New Ze a l an d  he w a s  in form e d  th a t  ' H . M .  

Go vt . h a ve not o ve r look e d  the importan ce o f  the comm e r c i a l  

i n te r c o ur s e  wh i ch a t  pre s e n t  ex i s t s  b e twe e n  th i s  Co m t ry and 

thos e  I s l an d s , and th at i t  i s  i n  t he i r  con tem p l a ti on t o  p la ce 

a Re s i de n t  a t  the B ay o f  I s l an d s  or o t he r s ui t ab le S t a ti on i n  

N e w  Ze a l an d  for the be tte r  prote c ti on o f  t h e  p e r s on s  w h o  m ay 

b d • · 1 2 5 7  e eng age 1 n  1 t  . 

The Co l on i a l  O ffi ce m ade a s im i l ar re spon s e  to repo r t s  

from New S o uth W a le s  o f  c om p l a i n t s  th at the c o l ony was re q ui re d  

to p ay B us b y ' s  s a l ary an d expen se s . Fo r ex amp le John B l ax l an d , 

2 5 5 . 

2 5 6 . 

2 5 7 .  

D a r l i ng to Gode r i ch , 1 3  Ap ri l 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 9 /l , £ .6 9 b - 7 2 a ;  
H . R . A � , 1 ,  XVI , 2 37 - 4 1 ; B o urke to Gode ri ch , 2 7  
Decem b e r  1 8 31 ,  !:!..:_R . A . , 1 ,  XVI , 4 8 2 - 6 . 

_/" 
Howi ck to S tewart , 2 7  Sep temb er 1 8 31 ,  T 1 /2 8 3 0 .  

Co l on i a l  O f fi ce t o  Di l lon , 9 May 1 8 32 ,  q uo te d  i n  J . W .  
Da vid s on , Pe te r Di l lon o f  V.:m iko ro : Che va l i e r  o f  the 
S o uth S e a s , e d . O . H . K . Spate ,  Me lbo urne , 1 9 7 5 , p . 2 5 4 . 



31 0 

a n on -o ffi c i a l  m ember o f  the New SOuth Wales Iegislati \e .Cbmcil , each 

ye ar reg i s te re d  a canplaint ag ain s t  the paym e n t  o f  B usby ' s  

s a l ary . In the only recorded rep ly to B l ax l and ' s  complaints 

Lord S tan ley s tate d that B usby ' s  appointmen t was c on s i de re d  

' ne ce s s ary for the prote ction o f  the Trade ' be tween New S o uth 

Wa le s and New Zealand . 2 5 8  

The trade -re lated m oti ve fo r e s tab li shing a Re s i dent 

be came wide ly known in the co lony , as was seen in the arg u­

men ts o f  those who publicly prote s ted ag ains t  the appoint­

men t .  The y  c laime d that the si ze of  the trade did not w arran t  

an o ffice r to reg ulate i t  and that B usby ' s  powe r le s s  pos i ti on 

was o f  li ttle use in prote cting traders when , a fte r the 

attack on the Re s i dency in 1 8 34 ,  it di d not appe ar that B t�by 

co ul d  e ven prote ct him se l f . 2 5 9  

Othe r c orrm en ta tors be lieve d  that the colon i s ts wo uld 

h a ve m ore to complain abo ut i f  New Ze aland we re m ade a Briti s h  

colony and the p ro fi ts m ade b y  colon i a l  me rchan t s  fratl the New 

Ze aland trade we re us urpe d by s e t t le rs in that c o un try . 2 6 0  

A l s o  Bourk e , in 1 8 3 3 ,  ass ure d the Co lon i al O f fi ce that B l ax ­

l an d ' s  prote s t  ove r  B usby ' s  salary was ' not the pre vai ling 

opin i on in the Co un ci l  nor among s t  many inte l ligent and 

in fl tEnti a l  Pe rsons o ut o f  Doors ' .  2 6 1 Howe ve r , by March 1 8 39 ,  

the fee l ing ag ain s t  the f urther paym ent o f  B usby ' s  s al ary was 

so s trong that Gove rnor Gipps fe are d that on ly by using the 

O ffi c i a l  m a j ori ty in the Leg i s l ati ve Co un ci l w o ul d  he get 

B usby ' s  s al ary pai d  th at year . 2 6 2  

2 5 8 .  

2 5 9 . 

2 6 0 . 

2 6 1 . 

2 6 2 . 

S tan ley to Bourke , 30 Apri l 1 8 3 3 ,  H . R . A . , l , XVI I ,  89 . 

See S . G . , 2 9  Jan uary 1 8 3 3 ,  2 2  J uly 1 8 34 .  

L .  A .  , 2 8 A ug us t 1 8  34 • 

Bo urke to Goderi ch , 3 Aug us t  1 8 3 3 ,  H . R . A . , l , XV I I , 1 81 .  

Gipps to Glene lg , 2 1  March 1 8 39 ,  C02 0 1 /2 8 5 , f . 2 34b-2 39 a .  
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Th us i t  wo uld appe a r  tha t , at le a s t  i n  the m atte r o f  

appoin ting a Re siden t , the s a feg ua rding o f  comme rce was the 

foremos t  con s i de rati on in g o ve rnme n t  de ci s i on m ak ing . Eve n  

the prot e ction o f  Maori s was s e e n  t o  b e  ne ce s s ary o n l y  in that 

it di s co urag e d  them from re ta li ating for any g ri e van ce on 

the nex t ve s s e l  that appeare d ,  the reby m ak i ng trade rs wary o f  

approaching New Z e a l and coas ts and s lowing the g r ow th o f  the 

va l ua b le trade . There fo re whi le some people m ay h a ve  con s i de r­

e d  B usby ' s  appointment to have been inspire d  by h un ani tari an 

m oti ve s , tho se who appro ved the approp ri ation o f  m oney , the 

h h .  . . d h . k
2 6  3 

Gove rnor w o wrote l S  1nstruct1 on s  an ove rs aw .l s  wor , 

and the colon i s ts who we re ob liged to vote h i s  s a lary , 

con s i de re d  tha t  the Bri ti sh Re sident ' s  o ve r-ri ding aim was to 

promote trade and t o  secure E urope an prope rty . 

GOVERNMENT DECIS ION m ak ing was i n fl ue n ce d  both by the 

in form ati on i t  rece i ved fr om i t s  own s o urce s (<for ex ample 

N a vy Board te s ts on timbe r and flax ) and , to a va rying ex ten t , 

by the data provi ded from pre s s ure g ro ups .  Inte re s te d  indi vi d­

ual s ,  s uch a s  prospe cti ve colon i s ts and colon i zers , colon i a l  

g o ve rnors and m e rchants , a l s o  pre s s ure d the g o ve rnmen t s  i n  a 

varie ty o f  w ays , h oping the reby to g ain improve d  c ondi t i on s  

d . f t d 
2 6 4  

an pro spe c � s  -or ra e .  

The co lon i a l  newspape rs re fle c te d  the opi n i on s  o f  the 

� l i te o f  colon i a l  society the legi s l ato rs , the me rchan ts , 

the in fl ue n ti a l  men . There fore an an a ly s i s  o f  newspape r 

commen ts wo uld tend to re fle et the vi ews o f  that part o f  the 

conun unity . It i s  the con ten tion o f  thi s  s tudy that the 

edi tor i a l  comments an d opin i on s  ex pre s s e d  in the newspape rs 

we re the s ame as those be ing expre s se d  to the g o ve rnor 

2 6  3 .  

2 6 4 . 

B o tl..Lke t o  Stan le y , 2 3  September 1 8 3 4 ,  H . R . A . , l , XVI I , 5 4 5  
I 

Adam s de a l t  wi th the in fl uence o f  the pre s s ure g r o ups on 
Bri ti s h g o ve rnment de ci s i on m aking with reg ard to New 
Ze a l an d  - Adams , chap te rs 3 and 4 .  He re i t  i s  i n tende d  
t o  e l aborate on the p lace the timbe r an d f l ax trade 
had in the i r  propo s a l s . 
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and other colon i a l_ and B ri ti s h  de c i s ion m ake rs . 

Signi fi c an tly the pre s s  di d not seem to come ali ve to 

the potenti al o f  t rading with New Ze a l and un ti l the l ate 1 8 2 0 s , 

abo ut the same time as the larg e increase in shipping a rr i va l s  

and depart ure s between the colon i e s  and that co un try . E ven as 

late as 1 8 2 6  the Sydney Gaze tte ex c l ai_rn e d  that New Z e a l an d  was 

probab ly the m o s t  ' forbidding and appa l ling pl ace on e arth for 

colon i s ts ' and that i t  pos sessed ' not so m uch as a s o l i t ary 
2 6 5  advan tage ' .  Howe ve r  t.hroughout the 1 8  30 s alm o s t  e ve ry 

di s c us si on abo ut New Ze aland re fe rred to the advan tag e s  o f  

the commercial explo i t ation o f  its  n a t ura l  re so urce s and 

e spe ci ally i ts tim ber and flax . The need to fos te r  trade a l s o  

became inex tri cab ly linke d to calls  for Bri tain o r  New S o uth 

Wale s to colon i z e  New Zea land . 

Timber an d flax we re he ld to be trade products o f  

immense val ue to the Royal Navy an d th us to the sec uri ty o f  

Bri tain and her Empi re . Newspape r canments fe ll into one o f  

two camps : e i the r the advan tag e s  o f  timber an d flax we re 

expo un de d  in orde r that me rch an ts and re aders w o uld come to 
. h 1 f h d . . . d . 2 6 6  appre c1 ate t e va ue

_. 
o - t e se conm o J. tle s a s  tra e 1tem s ; 

or the emphas i s  \va s  to warn the g o ve rnments th at un le s s  the se 

re s o urce s  we re se c ure d in Briti sh han ds then s ome othe r n ation -

Fran ce , Rus si a ,  Nether land s ,  Ame ri c a  - wo ul d  us urp them and 

g ain t.he s trateg i c  advan tage o f  New Ze aland as a n a va l  and 
' 1 ' b 2 6 7  m 1  1 ta.ry ase . 

2 6 5 . 

2 6 6 . 

2 6 7 . 

S . G . , 2 1  Feb r uary 1 82 6 . 

For ex ample s see : S . G . , 2 Apri l  1 8 2 9 , 2 7  Apri l ,  1 4  
A ug us t  1 8 30 ,  5 Jan uary , 1 5  Narch 1 8 32 ,  2 4  September 1 8 39 
L . A . , 7 Feb r uary 1 8 31 ;  S . H . , 2 4  Decem be r  1 8 32 .  The 
clergym an John Lang , went so far in ex to l l ing New 
Zealand • s timber an d fl ax that he claimed .that the 
co un try wo uld become the Balti c  o f  the Southe rn Hem i s ­
phere - J . D .  Lang , New Ze alan d  i n  1 8 39 ,  2 n d  ed . ,  , Sydney , 
1 8 7 3  , p .  5 0 . 

See: . S . G . , 1 6 , 1 8  Septembe r 1 8 30 ,  2 1  Apri l ,  2 9  October 
1 8 31 �5 Ma rch 1 8 32 ,  1 4  Narch , 2 3  Apri l 1 8 3 3 ,  2 3  Oc tobe r 
1 8 34 :  1 3  Aug ust 1 8 36 ,  5 Jan uary 1 8 39 ,  1 6  Jan uary 1 8 4 0 ; 
H . T . C . , 2 6  Novembe r 1 8 31 ,  2 9  Ma rch 1 8 3 3 ;  S . H . , 1 8  Jan -
uary , 5 Apri l 1 8 39 .  

---
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Indeed so aware was the co lonial government o f  the 

interest of foreign powers that it twice sent naval .  ve s se l s  

t o  New Zealand to warn off Frenchmen whom they be l i eved were 

taking possession of the country and her re source s .  In  Octobe r  

1 8 3 1  HMS Zebra wa s sent to the Bay of Islands fol lowing pre s s  

report s from the CMS miss ionary Will iam Yate that men from 

the Favourite were attempting to set up a fort in the Bay o f  

I s l ands . Captain de Saumarez wa s given two letters wh ich 

in formed the Frenchmen that Great Britain considered New 

Z e a land to be under its ' protection ' an.d that they wou ld 

protest against the tak ing of that country by any other fore ign 
2 6 8  power . In the event the scare proved to be a false alarm .  

However a s imilar rumou r conc ern ing the intentions o f  the 

French ve ssel Venus late in 1 8 3 8  prompted Governor Gipps to 

re- i s sue the letters and claims of 1 8 3 1  and sen.d them to New 

Z ea l and . 2 6 9  

The other aspect of the colonial demand that Br itain 

or  New South �va les secure the commerc ial advantages wh ich New 

Z e a l and had to offer arose in relation to the drought s  su f fered 

by New South Wale s . The three year drought wh ich ended in 

November 1 8 2 9 had drastically reduceg ·food suppl ies in the 

co lony . When drought conditions appeared to be recurr ing in 

the late 1 8 3 0 s  the pres s  vo iced the opinion that New Zealand 

was ' the  perfect granary for New South �Jales ' 2 7 0 and that the 

i s lands shou ld be secu red as  a hedge against the disa strou s 
2 7 1  pl ight in wh ich the colony found it self in time s of drought . 

2 6 8 . 

2 6 9 . 

2 7 0 . 

2 7 1 . 

Linde say to Goderich , 4 November 1 8 3 1 , and enc losures , 
NSW : Governor : Governor ' s  Despatche s ,  1 8 3 0 - 1 , 
(NPL/M, 1 2 6 7 - 1 2 ) , pp . 1 0 6 2 - 5 ; S . G . , 2 9  October 1 8 3 1 ; 

Adams , pp . 7 5- 7 .  
---

Colonial Secretary to Senior Naval Officer , New South 
�1ales , 5 December 1 8 3 8 , NSW : Colonial Secretary : 
Copies of Letters Sent to Naval and Mil itary O f f icer s , 
1 8 3 8 - 1 8 3 9 , (AONSW , 4 / 3 8 0 1 , item 3 8 / 4 8 6 , pp . 2 2 0- 1 .  

New Zea land had provided 9 9 . 4  percent to l O O  percent 
of all ' ma i ze imports to New South Wales 1 8 3 5- 1 8 3 8 -
NSW : Colon ial Sec retary : Returns of the Co lony , 1 8 3 5-
1 8 3 8 . 

S . G . , 1 2  May 1 8 3 6 , 2 8  February , 2 4  September 1 8 3 9 ; 
COIOnist , 2 6  January 1 8 3 7 ,  2 6  December 1 8 3 8 . 
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I t  was s candalo us , the newspapers he ld , that New 

Ze a l and , ' be a uti ful and fe rti le beyon d praise , {S h o ul QJ  b e  

a l l owed a lmost to l ay was te - a receptacle for crime • . 2 7 2 

The fe ar o f  Maori vio lence and the depre dation s o f  e s c aped 

con vi cts , it  was be li e ved , we re re spon s i b le for inte r fe ri ng 

wi th the smooth and ful l - scale exploi tation o f  New Ze a l an d ' s  

re so urce s . Trade co uld not be free ly unde rtaken in a co untry 

whe re ' e very m an i s  e i ther a robbe r ,  or the vi ctim o f  
. Z7 3 robbe ry : i t  i s  a s cene o f  un i ve r s a l  vi o lence and dep re datl on ' .  -

The newspape rs he ld the Bri ti sh an d New S o uth Wa les  g o ve rnments 

re spon s ible for repai ring the damag e that the e s cape d c on vi cts 

and un r uly sai lors we re apparent ly in fli cting on trade . 2 7 4  With 

reg ard to Maori vi olen ce it was be l i e ved that colon i z ation 

a lone wo ul d  en s ure the sa fe ty o f  E urope an li ve s  in New Z e a l and .2 7 5  

The h um an i t ari an view wi th regard to the sove re ig n  

independence o f  nati ve pe op le had no p l ace i n  the se di s c us s i on s  

o f  New Ze a l an d  trade . 2 7 6 It was be lieved that Maori s o ug h t  to 

be t a ug h t  to re spe ct and fe ar E uropeans or , a t  leas t , not to 

i n te:r fe re in trade . 2 7 7  Gove rnmen t acti on to control Maori s 

s uch as the Al lig a to r  repri s a l  for the Maori attack on the 
. . d . 1 b . . h 1 . 2 7 8  Harn..et re ce l ve unl ve r s a  appro atlon ln t e co on le s . I t  

was a lso b e li e ved tha t  trade would con fe r on ly bene fi ts on 

Maori s .  E ven the reporte d facts  o f  the de adly trade in a rm s  

2 7 2 . 

2 7 3 .  

2 7 4 .  

2 7 5 .  

2 7 6 . 

2 7 7 . 

2 7 8 . 

Colon i s t , 2 6  Jan uary 1 8 37 .  

H . T .  C .  , 7 May 1 8  31 . See a lso S .  G .  , 1 7  November 1 8  32 . 

H . T . G . , 9 ,  2 3  September 1 82 6 ; S . G . , 1 8  September 1 8 3 0 ,  
1 7  Septembe r ,  1 1  Octobe r 1 8 31 , -r4 Apri l , 2 1  J ul y , 1 7  
No vembe r 1 8 32 ,  2 8  March 1 8 3 7 .  

S . G .  , 2 6 June 1 8  34 . 

The Sydney Gaze tte printe d a long q uotation from a Cal ­
c ut ta newspape r a s  i t s  sole con tribution t o  that s i de 
o f  the deb a te in the 1 8 30 s - S . G . , 1 1  J une l 8 35 . See 
a l s o  Colon i s t , 6 Apri l 1 8 39 .  ---

S .  G .  , 2 1  Octobe r 1 8  34 . 

S . G . , 2 ]J , 2 3 A ug us t l 8 3 4 ; S . H . , 2 8 A ug us t 1 8 3 4 . 
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we re m i tig a te d  o r  ingeni o us ly twi s te d  i n to be ing s e e n  a s  

a bene fi t .  S ome c l aimed t h a t  m uske ts l owe re d t h e  m or ta l i ty 

r a te s  i n  war fa re and , the re fore , i n creased the Mao r i  

1 , 
2 7 9  

1 d ' ' k  I pop u  a t 1 on . One newspape r e ven we come Hon.g1 H1 a s 

' m uske t wars ' c l aim i ng th at by ' re d ucing hi s trib utary chi e fs 

to c i vi l  o rde r ' Hong i was pro vi di ng an e n vi ronmen t  in whi ch 

E urope an me rchan t  se ttlemen t s  could ' thri ve an d be s e c ure ' . 
2 8 0  

Som e  c omm e n tators made c once s s i on s  fo r Maori opi n i on . The 

Hobart Town Co ur i e r  1 fo r ex amp le 1 arg ue d that Maori s m ig h t  

in i t i a l l y  b a lk at the ide a o f  E ur ope �n co loni z a t i on . Howe ve r 

i t  w a s  be l i e ve d  th at thi s s h o uld not de te r the g o ve rnmen t 

be c a us e  ul timate ly the Maori s  wo uld bene fi t from l e arn i ng 

to t i l l  the s o i l an d l i vi ng l i k e  and with ' c i vi l i z e d ' men . 2 8 1 

The s ame views we re expre s s e d  in l e t te r s  sen t to 

B r i -t i sh g o ve r nment departme n t s , mos t n o tab l y  the Co l on i a l  

O f fi ce , from i n di vi d ua l s wi shing to c o l oni ze New Ze a l an d  or 

to ho l d  some o f fi ci a l  pos i ti on i n  any g o ve rnmen t s e t tl emen t 

i n  that coun try . AJJTi ost i n va ri ab ly the i r  p l an s  or c ommen t s  

s tre s se d  the ab undan ce o f  t imbe r an d f l ax i n  New Ze a l an d  and 

how impo rtan t the se pro d uc t s  we re to the se c ur i ty and He l l­

be ing o f  the Bri t i s h  n ati on . 2 8 2  The fac t  that few o f  the se 

wri te r s  dwe l t  on the pos s i b i l i ty o f  a fo re ign povJe r us urping 

B r i tain ' s  ' ri g h t ' to the timber an d flax s upported the the s i s  

tha t  s uch fe a r s  we re o f  c o l on i a l  m an u fa c t ure . 
2 8 3  

Mo s t  o f  the wri te r s  be l i e ve d  th a t  Bri t i s h i n te r ve n t i on 

i n  New Ze a lan d , e i ther by a m i l i t ary pre sen ce or by c o l on i z ­

a t i on 1 was ne ce s s ary i f  t r ade \va s  t o  prospe r . The y be l i e  -ve d  

2 7 9 . 

2 8 0 . 

2 8 1 .  

2 8 2 .  

2 8 3 .  

S . G . , 1 4  A ug us t  1 8 30 ,  2 1  Ap ri l 1 8 31 . 

H .  •r . G .  , 1 o J une 1 8  2 6 • 

H . T . C . , 5 Apr i l  1 8 39 .  

For ex am p l e  Robe r t  S ug den to Ba th ur s t ,  1 8  Jan ua ry 1 8 2 1 1 
C02 0 1 /l 0 8 , f . 8 4b - 8 6 a ; H . R . N . Z . ,  1 , 5 1 6 ; John B owe n to 
Adm i ra ly , 4 May 1 8 2 2 1 ADM 1 /1 5 6 9 , B 5 2 ; Robe rt Torren s , 
var t o us e n tri e s , H . R . N . Z . 1  I ,  6 7 4 - 9 ; S am C urti s to 
Adm i r a lty , 2 5  J'uly 1 82 8 ,  H . R . N . Z . 1  I ,  6 8 3- 5 ; Fre d 
B o uche r to H ay , 2 0  Feb r uary 1 8 3 3 ,  C02 0 l /2 35 , f . 36b - 4 3a . 

Adam s , pp . 7 7 - 8 0 . Howe ve r fo r an ex am p le o f  one r a the r 
n ai ve attem pt to p ush thi s  case see Anon to C o l on i a l  
O f fi ce , 7 Apr: i l  1 8 2 8· , C02 0l /1 9 7 , f . l 2 b - l 3b . 
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that the unci vi li ze d  state o f  Maori s and the E urope an s '  fe ar 

o f  vi olence we re inhibi ting trade and for that re ason s an e ­

thing had t o  b e  done . 2 8 4 

U s ua l ly these le tte rs m e t  wi th n o  rep ly from the 

Colon i a l  O f fi ce or with a note to s ay that they had been 

rece i ve d  b ut tha t  the g o vernmen t  had no inten ti on o f  co l on i z ­

ing New Zea land . 2 8 5 Howe ve r some o f  the s ubm i s s i on s  we re 

g i ven a g re at de a l  o f  atten tion . Nicol ls ' p l an to se tt le 

colon i s t s  and to  pro vide m i litary prote cti on for them h ad 

been we l l  re se arche d and had alre ady re cei ved the s upport o f  

some g o vernment o ffi c i a ls and merchan ts . Hi s p lan was for the 

g o "'iiernmen t to fin an ce the initi a l  s e tt lemen t b ut that the cos t 

sho uld be repai d  by the Company wi thin a year and from the 

pro ceeds o f  s a le s  o f  timber and flax . The p l an seeme d  to g e t  n o  

further than being in ve stig ate d by i:he Colon i a l  0 ffi ce . 2 8 6  

Also , Robe rt Torrens ' p l an t o  p l ace a de tachmen t o f  

troops ne ar the m aj or flax and timbe r are a in New Zea l ill1d 

( th i s  p la ce bei ng un speci fi ed b ut probab ly the Hok i ang a )  to 

prote c t  E urope an trade rs and s awye rs was re fe rred to the Board 

o f  Trade . The Board s tated tha t  the y  di d not think themse l ve s  

compe t8nt to g i ve an opinion on the propos a l , b ut they \ve re 

wi l ling to agree that the prom i sed s vpp l i e s  o f  flax and s p ars 

we re m uch neede d . 2 8 7  

In s unmary , colon i a l  and Bri ti sh ' p ub l i c  opin i on ' was 

'.rm i ted in reg arding New Ze a l and ' s  tim be r  and flax re s o urce s  

a s  being o f  vi ta l wo rth t o  Gre at B ritain . (With thi s  the Board 
' 

·o f  Trade also appe ared to agree . )  Howe ve r on ly the colon i a l s  

2 8 4 . 

2 8 5 . 

2 8 6 . 

2 8 7 . 

'l'hanpson to Dun das , (postm arke d  2 2  No vember 1 7 9 2 ) , CO 
2 0 1 / 7 , £ . 36 0 - 36 2 , H . R . N . Z . , I ,  5 8 4 - 5 ; Robert B ay le s  
t o  B athurs t ,  5 Septembe r  1 8 1 8 , C02 0 l /9 3 ,  f . l 0 8b - l l 7 a ; 
N i co l l s , C02 0 9/1 4 7  1 f . l 8 3b ;  H . R . N . Z . , I ,  6 0 2 ; Fi she r  
t o  Gode r i ch , 1 9  No vember 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 1 /2 3 3 ,  f . 3 8 9 b - 39 1 a ;  
Torren s t o  Twi s s , C02 01 /2 0 7 , f . 4 4 3b-4 4 4 b ; BT l /2 5 9 . 

For ex am p le Horton to de Thi e rry , 1 0  De cember 1 8 2 3 ,  
H . R .l L Z . , I ,  6 1 5 . 

Ni c o l l s  to  Bath urst , 8 ,  2 0  No v�1be r 1 82 3 ,  C02 0 1 /1 4 7 , 
f . l 8 lb-2 0 7b ;  H . R . N . �. , I ,  5 9 8 - 6 1 0 , 61 1 -4 . 

Torren s , B T  1 /2 5 9 . 
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seem e d  to demand i n te r ven tion or colon i z a t i on as a co unte r to 

the pos sible us urpation o f  Bri tish rig hts by a fore ig n power . 

More o ve r  the pre s en ce o f  Maori s and con vi c ts i n  New Ze <U and 

was reg arded as a hin drance to e f fi cient trading . For the s ake 

o f  promoting be tte r trading , wri te:r:s chose to ignore i s s ue s  

s uch a s  Mao ri sove re ignty and independe n ce . Signi fi c an t ly the 

reported prob lem o f  con vi cts, whi le i t  loomed l arg e in colon i a l  

di s c us s i on s  o f  t rade wi th New Ze a l an d , di d not fig ure prom in ­

en t.ly in Bri t i sh comm entarie s .  

As we l l  as be ing s ub j ect to ' p ub l i c  opi n i on ' abo ut New 

Z e a l an d  an d he r tim ber , fl ax an d t r ading con d i tion s , the 

B ri t i sh and c oloni a l  g o ve rnment s  we re freq uen tly l obb i e d  by 

p re s s ure g ro up s . The re we re the va ri o us m i s s ion ary soci e t.i e s , 

the p roponents o f  coloni z ation like Edward Gi bbon Wake fie ld , 

the i de a li s ts who c o uld be de s cribe d as ' h u� an i t a ri an s ' ,  and 

m any othe rs . The se people used a varie ty o f  m e thods to expose 

the g o ve rnmen t s  to the i r  views inc l uding l e t te rs to c f fi ci a l s , 

p ub l i c  pamph le ts , spe e che s and q ue s ti on s  i n  Parl i amen t , and 

e vi den ce pre s en ted be fo re Parliamentary Se le c t  Cornrn i t tee s . 2 8 8 

Here i t  i s  i n tende d  to examine the ro le o f  two g ro ups the 

colon i a l  g o ve rnors and the me rch an t s  who appeared to 

i n fl uen ce the m aking o f  m any o f  the de c i s i on s  GJ:e s c ribe d  abo ve . 

THEIR RAISON d I e tre g a ve colon i a l  g o ve rnors a lm o s t  abeo l  ute 

powe r i n  the i r  colon i e s . Th us the i r  atti t ude s towards tr ade 

or New Z e a l an d  de te rm ined the amo un -t o f  o ffi c i a l  s uppor t  that 

was g i ven to colon i al me rchan ts to e n co urage the i r  i n te re s t  i n  

t im b e r  an d flax and othe r New Zea land pro duct s . Al s o , b e c a use 

i n form a tion from the man - on - the -spot was taken n o ti ce o f  by 

the B ri t i sh g o ve rnme n t , the colon i a l  g o ve rn ors we re a pre s s ure 

g ro tlp whi ch ve ry l arg e ly de te rm ined whi ch i tems o f  in form ation 

and i de as abo ut New Ze alan d  we re fovtlarde d to g o ve rnmen t  o ffi c e �  

2 8 8 .  Adarn s , Chap te r 3 .  
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The g o ve rnors and admini s trators from Phi l lip to 

H unte r we re large ly conce rned wi th e s tabli shing a vi ab le 

pen a l  colony and h ad nei the r the time , the re s o urce s ,  nor 

a s uf fi c iently l arge freeman pop ulation to en co urag e  trade . 

Thi s  di d not s top thei r  forming opinions about the potenti a l  

o f  the i r  colony and i ts s urro unding i s l ands . Pbi l li p , for 

examp le , fore s aw an Empi re be ing fo unded on the comm erci al 

we a l th o f  New S o uth Wale s an d the Paci fi c .  Wi th reg ard to 

New Ze al and flax he had been i n s tructed to send home flax 

p lants and to en co urage the g rowth o f  the same on Nor folk :ts l anc  

an d i n  New South Wales . Pres un ab ly he di d so . 2 8 9 

Howe ve r i t  was in Go ve rnor King ' s  time ( 1 8 0 0 -1 8 0 6 ) 

that the fi rst re a l  impe t us was g i ven to comme rci a l  de ve l op­

men t  in the co lony . Thi s was ac companied by a re s urg ence 

o f  interest in New Ze aland re s o urces . King free ly encour ag e d  

colon i al ag -ri culture ( for ins tan ce , b y  importing 1 2 , 0 0 0  vine 

c utting s and s uppo rting the in troduc ti on o f  fine wool  ram s  

into the colon i a l  flock ) , crn1me rce ( for ex ample , by hi s 

s upport for Bas s ' fi shing monopo ly at New Z e a l and and h i s  

encour agemen t o f  Robert Campbe l l ' s attempt to flo ut n a vi g -­

ation laws and send the Lady Barlow .-to London ) ,  and indus t ry 

(part i c ularly thro ugh h i s  s teps to conserve shipb ui lding 

timbe r s , to introduce linen m an u facture and to promote coa l 

mining ) . He was probably the m o s t  con s truc ti ve o f  the early 
2 9 0  g o ve rnors . 

King was c le arly parti a l  towards New Ze a l an d ' s  

prospe cts and _ he de sired to le a ve h i s  m ark on that co un try . 

P robab ly thi s  e n thus iasm de r i ved from hi s long an d c lose 

a s s o ci ation wi th Sir Jo seph Bank s whose de vo ti on to New 

Z e a land i s  legendary . 2 9 1 Moreo ver in 1 7 9 2 , whi le he was 

2 8 9 . 

2 9 0 . 

2 9 1 .  

Fro s t , ' Com�ent ' ,  7 5 -6 ; Phi l lip ' s  Ins t r uction s , H . R . A . , 
1 ,  I ,  1 3 . Exa ctly the same instructions we re g i ven to 
Gove rn or H un ter - H . R . A . , 1 ,  I ,  5 2 2 ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  1 9 5 . 

B .  �le t che r , Co loni a l  Australi a be fore 1 8 5 0 , Me lbo urne , 
1 9  71 1 P • 39 • 

See , fo r example , Kii1g to B ank s , 2 6  No vembe r 1 8 0 7 , J .  
Bank s , B ank s  Papers , Aus tra li a and S o uth S e a  I s lands , 
1 7 7 4 -1 8 0 9 , ( NPL/M , A8 3 ) . 
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Li e ut - Go ve rnor o f  Nor fo lk I s land , King had propo s e d  a s chem e 

fo r c ol on i z ing New Z e a l an d , wi th him s e l f  as g o ve rno r ,  whi ch 

was de tai le d enough to i n c l ude an e s tim ati on o f  the. n umb e r  o f  

axe s ,  hoes , i ron pots an d l e ad nai ls wh i ch wo ul d be re q ui re d  by 

the s e t t le r s  and the i tem s he c on s i de red nece s s a ry fo r 

h . 1 d f . 2 9 2  . . 
d h h p ure a s 1ng an rom Mao r1 s .  K1ng was c onv1 n ce t a t  t e 

fin e  t imbe r o f  New Z e a l an d  an d the pho rmi un ten ax would be o f  

n at i o n a l  im por t an ce a s  he freq uently to ld both Bank s and 

the Co l on i a l  O f fi ce . 2 9 3  

He a ls o  S0 1.1] h t  to imp re s s  Hao r i s  wi th di s p l ay s  o f  

fri e n d ship in an e f fo rt to enco urag e them to w e l come E urope an 

trade r s . He a c com.p an i e d  Ng ah ur uh ur u and Tuk i  tahua to Ne\v 

Ze a l an d  in 1 7 9 3 probably knowing that hi s a c t i on J.n le a ving 

Nor fo lk I s l an d  wi tho ut pe rm i s s i on wo uld pro d uce an e ve n t ua l  

up ro ar .  Late r , whe n h e  w a s  Go ve rnor o f  New S o ut h  Wa le s , King 

took the opport un i ty o f  Te Pah i ' s  vi s i t to Sydney to o f fe r 

him the fin e s t  hospi t a li ty and to h a ve him e s co r te d  home in 

a g o ve rnmen t ve s s e l .  It was a l so Ki ng who attempte d ,  by the 

p ub l i c at i on o f  an Orde r in 1 8 0 5 , to pre vent m a s te rs from 

s tr an d i n g  i s l an de rs in Sydney . 

Go ve rn o r  Macq ua rie was a pr agm ati s t .  He wa s i n te re s te d  

in an ything t h a t  h a d  de ve l opn e n t  a s  i ts g o a l . I f  a conun e r c i al 

s cheme o f fe red a pro fi t  and a produc t  whi c h co ul d be exported 

to B ri t a i n , i t  re ce i ved his a lm o s t  unq ua li fi e d  approb ation . 2 9 4  

Th us , fo r i n s tan ce , he s t rong· ly s upport e d  Lord ' s  

req ue s t  fo r a m onopoly o ve r  the New Z e a l and flax t rade i n  1 8 1 0 ;  

. he a l l owe d a t i cke t-o f- le ave con vi c t  ( Robe rt Wi l l i arn s )  to 

a ccom p an y  the 1 8 1 3  voyag e  o f  the Pe rse ve ran ce ; an d he e n c o ur ­

ag e d  t h e  s chem e s  the m e r ch an t s o f  the ' New S o uth Wa le s New 

Z e a l a n d  Company ' i n  1 8 l s . 2 9 5  

2 9 2 . 

2 9 3 .  

2 9 4 .  

2 9 5 . 

K i ng to Nepe an , 9 No vembe r 1 7 9 2 , C02 0 1 / 9 , f . 3 0 2 b - 3 0 6 a . 

For e x amp le , King to Coloni a l  O f fi ce , n . d . , ( p robab l y  
9 May 1 8 0 7 ) , C02 0 1 / 4 5 , f . 36 6 a ; H . R . N . Z . , 1 ,  2 8 7 . 

A .  H�wi s on , e d .  , The Ma cq uarie De cade , Me lbo urne , 1 9 7 2 , 
p .  4 6 . 

See pp . 2 7 - 31 ,  3 3- 5 ,  36 - 9 . 
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Macq uarie wa s also keen to as s i s t  in the prope r 

reg ul a ti on o f  trade . Afte r recei ving a let te r  from Sam ue l  

Mars den date d 1 No vember 1 81 3  i n  whi ch Marsden compl aine d o f  

.the i l l-tre atment o f  Maori s by a ship ' s  m a s te r ,  Lasco Jone s , 

Macq uarie i s s ue d  a Proc lamation on 1 De cem ber 1 81 3  imposing 

bonds on trade rs . 2 9 6 Macq uarie l ater appointed J us ti ce s o f  

the Pe ace to t ry and contro l  inte r- raci a l  c l ashe s  in New 

Ze a l and . He was a lso e ager �o ens ure that n othing di s r up te d  

the g rowth o f  trade with New Zea l and . Thus i n  Aug ust 1 81 5 , 

j us t  2 6  m on ths a fter he prom ulg ated the fi r s t  s c a le o f  

c o lon i a l  d uti e s , and a fte r repre sen tation s from Sam ue l  Ma rsden , 

he lowere d the d uty on New Ze a l an d  timber on the g ro unds that 

i t  was not fe tching as  high a m arke t  pri ce as had been 

predi cted . S im i larly he s upported the m e rchan ts ' cal l fo r 

c us tom s drawback s  on prod uce that was to be ex porte d and thi s  

m ay h a ve  been the reason the Bri t i s h  g o ve rnment agreed to t.he 
2 9 7  req ue s t .  

It  can be seen the re fore , that the e a r ly Govern ors 

p layed a pos i t i ve ro le in seeking to promote trade and to 

e n co ur age the fle dg ling an d l arg e ly experimental e fforts o f  

mer chan ts to de ve lop the trade in timber and flax , e ven to the 

ex tent o f  amending c olon i a l  reg ul ation s and commending 

h I h h ' ' h h ' ' 2 9 8  m e re ants s e  erne s  to t e Brltl s a ut orltle s .  

S i r  Thomas Brisbane , Go ve rnor o f  New S o uth Wale s 1 8 2 1 -

1 8 2 5 , was charg e d  prirnariiy with implemen ting the recommendati on 

o f . the Bigg e  Reports and wi th g e tting the Co l on i a l  re ven ue on 

a s tab le footing . 2 9 9  Amongs t  Bigge ' s  recownendation s  was the 

e n co uragement o f  t rade with New Z e aland and the c ulti vation 

o f  flax in New So uth Wa le s . 

2 9 6 . 

2 9 7 . 

2 9 8 .  

2 9 9 . 

S . G . , 4 De cember 1 8 1 3 ; Marsden �o CMS , 1 5  March 1 81 4 , 
Mi s s i onary Reg i s ter , Novembe r 1 81 4 , p .  4 6 0 ;  H . R . N . Z . , 
I ,  32 1 .  

Macqua rie to Bath ur s t , 1 5  May 1 81 7 , H . R . N . Z . , I ,  1 5 - 6 ; 
Ba� ur s t  to Macq uarie ,  4 A ug us t  1 81 9;-fl . R . A . , 1 ,  X ,  
1 9 6 - 7 . 

For a detai l e d  di s c us s i on o f  the ro le e arly g o ve rn or 
p l ayed in the de ve lopment o f  the colon i a l  e con omy see 
R . B .  Joyce , ' Gove rnment Poli cy ' , in Econom i c  Growth o f  
Australi a ,  e ds . G .  Abbott an d N .  Nairn , Me lbo urne , 1 9 6 9  
pp . 5 9 - 7 3 .  

R . B .  Te a le , Thomas Bri sbane , ( Gre at A us tralian s  Serie s )  
Me lbo urne , 1 9 71 , p .  6 .  
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H owe ve r , e ve n  be fore the Big g e  Report on Ag ri c ult ure 

and Trade h a d  been p re s ente d ·to the B ri t i sh Parl i amen t , 

ve s s e l s  o f  the c o l on i a l m arine had been di spat che d to New 

Ze a l an d . The g o ve rnmen t ' s  aim wa s to e n c o ur ag e  t r a de wi th 

New Z e a l an d .  Jame s B usby wrote : 

From the Fe ro ci o us Char a c te r o f  the Nati ve s , 
the Colon i a l  Go vernment , be fo re pe rm i t ting 
pri vate indi vi d ua l s  to em bark on the t rade , 
j udg e d  i t  advi s ab le to d i spatch s e ve ra l  o f  
the i r  own ve s se l s  i n  the ye a r s  1 8 2 4  an d 1 8 2 5 , 
fo r the p urpo se o f  ope n i ng a Cormn un i c ation 

wi ·t::h the T ribe s a l ong t he Sea Co as t , an d o f  
So unding the i r  di s po s i tion s . 

The m e rchan t s  l ate r fo l lowe d thi s le ad .  
3 0 0  

It i s  h a rd t o  a s ce rtain whe th er i t  was Bri s bane o r  h i s  

meddle some Co loni a l  S e c re tary Frede ri ck Go ulb urn \¥ho pro vi de d  

the impe t us fo r the s e  m o ve s  to open up the New Ze a l an d  trade 

an d the export a t i on o f  fl ax . Bri s bane m ay h a ve been acq uai n t: e d  

wi t h  B i gg e ' s  opi n i on s b e fore they we re pre sented in h i s  

Report s and be fore the Go ve rno r  le ft fo r New So uth Wale s . 

Altern a ti ve ly Big g e  m ay h a ve di s c us s e d  h i s  fi nding s wi th 

Go ulb urn o r  o the r o ffi c i a l s  be fo re he le ft New S o uth Wa le s fo r 

Eng l an d .  B usby ce r t a i n l y  h ad fo rm e d  the impre s s ion that i t  was 

Go ulb urn who had ' an ti ci p ate d the g re ate r advan t ag e s  whi ch 

would re s ul t  to the Co l on y , by e n c o ur ag i ng the i n d us t ry o f  

the N a t i ve s  o f  New Z e a l an d , 1n the p rep aration o f  thi s 

. d . d . f h . . 1 '  
3 0 1  

h .  1 . . 1n 1 g e n ous p ro uc t 1 on o t e 1 r  S ol . T l S  con e  us 1 on l S  

s uppo r te d  b y  the e vi de n ce that Bri s b an e  r are ly m e n t i on e d  New 

Ze a l an d  in h i s  de spat che s ,  a ltho ugh i t  was pre s um ab ly he who 

had to o r de r  the ve s se l s to s ai 1 .
3 0 2  

Gove rnor Ra lph D a r l i ng , who fo l lowe d Bri s b ane , w a s  

k e en t o  i n vo l ve him se l f  i n  a l l  aspe c t s  o f  coloni a l  a f fai rs . 

He w a s  pa rti c ul ar l y  anx i o us to re - s tim ul ate the e conomy o f  

3 0 0 .  

3 0 1 . 

3 0 2 . 

B usby , Memo i r ,  C02 0 1 /1 , f . l 8 5 a - l 8 5b . 

B usby , Mem oi r , C02 0 9 /l , f . l 8 4b .  ' 
For Bri s b ane ' s comp l a i n t s  ag ai n s t  Go ulburn s e e , Bri s banE 
to B ath urs t , 1 May 1 8 2 4 , H . R . A . , 1 ,  X I , 2 5 3- 8 .  
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New South Wales whi ch had been depre s se d  by the combined 

e ffe cts o f  dro tg h t  an d a m a j o r  re ce s s i on i n  the l ate 1 82 0 s .  

For i n s t an ce i t  was d uring Darling ' s  go ve rno rship tha t  the 

Co lon i a l  Custom s  Act was passed whi ch de c lare d , o ffi ci a l ly , 

that trade wi th New Ze a lan d would be conducted d uty free . 

He a lso ordered exemption s from s ome o the r charge s .  Further­

more it  was at hi s i n s i s tence that the c us tom s o ffi c i a l s  i n  

the colony and Bri t ain we re moved , for the s ake o f  trade , to 

accommodate New Ze a land-b ui lt ve s s e l s  with re cogni sed 
• d 1 1  • h • • 

30  3 1 1 ' I l1 cen ce s  an e ventua y w1 t reg 1 s trat1on . A so Dar 1 ng s 

inte re s t  in New Zealan d  and he r flax trade was inspired to some 

ex tent by h i s fe ar o f  Fre n ch expansion in the Paci fi c and h i s  

de s i re t o  occupy a l l  the are a s  the Fren ch might have in vi ew 

to settle . 

Howe ver Darling ' s  con ce rn for New Ze a l and was moti ­

vated by m o re than s e c ur i ty and econ om i cs . He be l i e ved th at 

the g o ve rnmen t ' s  formation o f  an e s tab lishment at New Z e a l and 

was ' m uch to be de s i red on the S core o f  h unani ty ' . Th us a fter 

re ce i ving Marsden ' s  repo rt on the Gi rl s ' War , Darling s upported 

the m i s s ionary ' s  cal l  for a n a val ve s se l  to be s tatione d at 

New Z e a l and to prote ct Mao ri s and the we l l - di s posed traders . 3 0 4  

He l ater added that h e  fe l t  obliged t o  i n te r vene at New Ze a land 

be c a use the Maori s h ad asked for hi s prote ction . 3 0 5  

I t  w a s  Darling who i s s ued a Proclam ation banning the 

long -time prac ti ce o f  importing pre se rve d  Maori heads . 3 0 6  In  

thi s  matter Darling re ce i ve d  the s upport o f , 1n fact was 

di rected by , his Exe c ut i ve Co un ci l  whi ch had de cided on 1 4  Apri l 

1 8 31 that a Governmen t Orde r be p ub l i shed ' ex pre s s i ve o f  the 

30 3 .  Darling to Murray , 4 Jan uary 1 8 2 9 , (NPL/M , Al 2 0 4 ) , 
pp . 2 3- 5 ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  6 8 5 - 7 . 

3 0 4 . 

3 0 5 . 

3 0 6 . 

Darling to S i r  Geo rge Murray , 2 Aug us t 1 8 30 ,  and 
enclos ure s , C02 0 1 /2 1 3 ,  f . l 2 6 b - 1 2 9b ; H . R . A . , 1 ,  XV , 
7 0 2 - 7 0 5 . 

Chie f� to King Wi l l i arn  I V ,  Pe ti tion , 5 Oc tober 1 8 31 ,  
en c l osed i n  Yate to Co lon i a l  Se cretary , 1 6  No vember 1 8 31 ,  
NSW : Co lon i a l  Secre tary : Le t te rs Re ce i ve d , New Ze a l and 
1 8 31 -2 , ( AONSW , 4 / 2 1 2 7 . 7 ,  i tem 31 /9 8 4 1 ) .  

When the i s s ue  was bro ught to Macq uarie ' s  atten tion 
thro ugh the Sydney Gaz e tte in 1 8 2 0 , he apparen t l y  di d 
n othing abo ut i t - S . G . , 8 ,  1 5  Jan uary 1 8 2 0 .  
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Go ve rn o r ' s  e a rne s t  de s i re that Ve s se l s t rading wi th New 

Ze a l an d  may di s con tin ue the in h un an practi ce o f  p urch as i ng 

an d t ak ing from then ce pre s e r ve d  h urn an heads ' .30  7 D a r l i ng , 

an d l a te r  g o ve rn ors , a l s o  g ai n e d  s uppo r t  fo r t.rade reg ul ating 

and p romo t i ng m e a s ure s from the Leg i s l ati ve Co un c i l o f  the 

col on y .  Mos t  o f  the n on -o f fi ci a l  m embe r s  o f  the Co un ci l -

Robe rt Campbe l l , Alex ande r Be rry , Ri chard Jone s ,  John 

Ma c a r t h ur and John B l ax land h ad , o r  had once h ad ,  di re ct 

l i n k s  wi th trading at New Z e a l and . 

Fin a l ly Dar l i ng con s i dered con tact wi th New Z e a l an d  

t o  be o f  s uch vi ta l con ce rn to t h e  co lony tha_t in a le t te r  he 

le ft fo r his s uc ce s s or , Bo urke , c oncern i ng the a f fa i r s  in 

New So ut h  �.Va le s ,  he de voted o ve r  a thi rd to s tre s s ing the 

impo r t a n ce o f  the New Z e a l an d  t imber and fl ax t� ade an d o f  

cont ro l l i ng a ffai r s  i n  that c o un t ry . He urge d  Bo urke to 

fo l l O\¥ h i s  le ad an d s tated th a t  the fo rm ation o f  an e s tab l i s h ­

men t a t  New Z e a land ' o ug h t  o n  n o  Ac coun t  t o  b e  Neg l e cte d ' . 30 8 

Go ve rnors Bo urke an d Gi pps were n o t  as i n te re s te d  i n  

New Z� alan d as D a r l i ng h ad been . Bo urk e w a s  cri t i ci z e d  b y  the 

Co lon i a l  O f fi ce fo r be i ng ' ra the r sparing ' in hi s de spat c he s 
30 9 on New Z e a l and 1 whi le Gipp s open ly expre s s e d  h i s di s in te re s t  

i n  New Z e a l and an d h i s c on fus i on con c e rn i ng Busby ' s  role . He 

a l s o  h ad a sk e d  that B usby ' s  s a l ary no long e r  be a c h a rg e  on the 

c o l on i a l  fw1 ds wi thin a ye ar o f  arri ving i n  New S o uth W a le s . 31 0 

Indi re ct ly , howe ve r ,  bo th m e n  had impor tan t  ro l e s  i n  New 

Ze a l an d ' s t rade and he r fut ure . I t  was at B o urk e ' s  s ugg e s t i on 

tha t  B usby wrote hi s de spatch o f  1 6  J une 1 8 3 7 wh i ch appare n t ly 

had a m a rk e d  e ffe c t  on Co lon i a l  O f fi ce de ci s i on m ak i ng . At the 

sam e  tim e  Bo urke h ad comm i s s ione d  Wi l l i am Hob s on ( l ate r fi r s t  

re s i de n t  Go ve rn o r  o f  New Ze a lan d ) t o  report on the condi t i on s  

30 7 .  

30 8 .  

30 9 .  

31 0 .  

Min ute N o . l 8 , 1 4  Apri l 1 8 31 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /1 51 7 ) , pp . l S S - 6 . 
The Orde r was i s s ue d  1 6  Ap ri l 1 8  31 . 

Da r ling to B o urke , 1 2  O c tobe r 1 8  31 , C02 0 l /2 2 l , f . l 0 0 a ­
l 0 3a .  See a l so A . G . L .  S h aw , Ralph Dar ling , ( Gre a t  
Aus tra li an s  S e r i e s ) , Me lbo urne , 1 9 7 1 , e s pe ci a l ly pp . 
2 2 - 3 .  

Ad am s , p .  8 6 . 

Gi pps to Glene lg , March 1 8 39 ,  C02 0 9 /4 ,  f . l l b- 1 2 a .  
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in New Ze a l an d  and to s ugg e s t  possib le methods o f  impro ve ­

men t .  Probab ly i n  line wi th hi s gene ral  poli cy o f  ba lancing 

the co lon i a l  b udge t ,  it was Gipps who , in July 1 8 39 ,  s igned 

the colon i al Act which de c lared New Zealand to be a fore ign 

country fo r trade and d uty p urpose s . Strange ly , on ly a year 

e arlie r , he had re -i s s ue d  the le tte rs o f  1 8  31 whi ch cl aimed 

that New Z e a l and was under the speci al pro te ction o f  the 

Bri tish g o ve rnment .  

Van Diem e n  1 s Lan d  g o ve rnors di d not have a maj or 

in fl uence on trade wi th New Ze a l an d  bec a use the trade between 

New Ze a l an d  an d  the i r  co lony was gene r a l ly too sm a l l  for 

their acti on s to h a ve m uch e ffe ct . Go ve rnor Arth ur was 

s uf fi cien t ly i n te re s te d  in trade or New Ze a l and to dec l are 

the trade d uty free in line wi th New So uth Wales practi ce , 

altho ugh he t urne d  down a req ue s t  that Van Diemen 1 s  Land 
31 1 sho uld p ay s an e  o f  B usby 1 s s a l ary . Arth ur a lso encour aged 

merchan ts to send him in fo rm ati on abo ut New Zea land based on 

the i r  vi s i ts . 31 2 Intere s ting ly , Lady Frank lin , wi fe o f  Arth ur 1 s  

s ucce s sor , de c lare d he r inten ti on to vi sit New Ze a l and in 1 8 39 

1 h h h . f . 31 3 Th V D . I d a t o ug n ot 1ng cam e  o l t .  e an 1emen s Lan 

government a l s o  e n co uraged the importation o f  New Ze a l and timbe r 

and flax i n  a mo re di re ct way by frequent ly p l acing tende rs 

h . t 31 4 to p ure a s e  l . 

The i n te re s t  e ach g o ve rnor took in New Zea land and he r 

trade large l y  de term ined wha t was done at the colon i a l  le ve l  to 

stim ul ate or ignore the potenti a l  o f  trade wi th New Ze aland . 

It was a l s o  the i r  reports , o r  l a ck o f  them , tha t  tende d to 

de te rmine Colon i a l  O ffi ce po l i cy . In this sense co lon ial 

31 1 .  Col on i al Se cre t ary ; Van Diemen 1 S  Land to Coloni al 
Se cre tary , New So uth Wale s , 8 Jan uary 1 8 35 ,  NSW : 
Go ve rnor : De sp a tche s from the Go vernor o f  New So uth 
Wales  to the Se cre tary o f  State , 1 8 3. 5, (NPL/M , Al 2 6 7-1 3 ) ,  
p .  1 4 9 6 ; ( AOT , CSO 1 /1 6 5 71 ) . 

31 2 . Arth ur ,  Mem o , 2 9  J une 1 8 32 ,  VD L :  Co lon i al Secre t ary : 
Cop i e s  o f  Le tte r s  Sent Wi thin the Co lony , ( AOT , CSO 5 2 /5 ) , 
p .  2'5 4 .  

' 

31 3 .  C .  C . , 2 , 1 6  March 1 8 39  . 

31 4 .  See for ex am p le H . T . C . , 1 5  Apri l 1 8 36 ;  H . T . G .  , 2  July 
1 8 31 ,  1 0  Jan uary 1 8 34 , 1 2  A ug us t ,  1 6  Septembe r 1 8 36 .  The 
New S o uth Wale s g o ve rnment appe ared on ly to purchase New 
Ze a l and spars when Rig a  tim be r  was not avai l ab le -
C us tom s to Co lon i a l  Se cre tary , 9 May 1 8 34 ,  NSW : Co lon i a l  
Se c re tary : Le tte rs Re cei ved , C us tans 1 8 34 ,  ( AONSW , 4 /2 2 3 5 · 2 ; i tem 3 4 / 30 38 ) . 
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c o l on i a l  governor s  c an be seen a s  a pres sure group who 

coul d  a f fect British government po l icy . They were a l so 

autocrats who se actions , e spec ially before the 1 8 3 0 s ,  

appeared to inf luence the pace and direction o f  colonial 

invo lvement in New Zealand and her t imber and f l ax trade . 

MERCHANT INTERESTS both in the colonies  and in Britain a l so 

seem to have had an important e f fect on the timing and the 

dire ct ion of  many of  the government dec i s ions conc ern ing 

trade . 

Pres sure from merchants occ a s iona l ly led to mea sures 

wh ich promoted the prospects  of  trading at New Z e a l and . For 

in stance in 1 8 1 7  Governor Macquarie sought and granted 

various conce s s ions to encourage trade after he wa s approached 

by c o l on ial  merchant s .  Also it wa s pres sure from merchant s 

th at persuaded the sub-committee of th e Leg i s l ative Counc i l  

to recommend pre ferential treatment for whale o i l  under the 

propo s ed Cus toms B i l l of 1 8 3 9 . 

There i s  more evidence of merchant inf luence , part i cu­

larly British merchan ts , in the governments ' moves to regu late 

trade and trading in New Zealand . On the face of it  merchant 

intere st in _th i s  a spect of government dec i s ion mak ing would 

have s eemed to be counter productive . The trade with New 

Z e a l and was unh indered after the abo l it ion of import dut i e s  

o n  products from that country . Al so the anomo lou s s ituat ion of  

New Z ea l and ' s  being c ons idered a s  a part of the coastal  trade 

for the purpo ses of  imports and as  a fore ign market for 

exports pre sumab ly su ited merchants wel l . Some of  the i r  c al l s  

for contro l s  sprang f rom the inevitabl e  riva lry between 

c o l on i a l  merchants and the ir British counterparts . The l atter 

f e l t  that the prox imity of  New Zea land to New South Wa l e s  and 

Van D i emen ' � Land g
'
ave the merchant s there c ertain advantages 
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i n  cos t s  o ve r  h ome m e r ch an t s . For i n s t an ce wag e s  we re the 

m a j o r  c o s t o f  any voy ag e . Wh e re as the B r i t i s h m e rchan t wo uld 

h a ve to p ay wag e s  to and from Bri t ai n  as we l l  as whi le the 

ve s s e l was at New Ze a lan d , the c o l on i a l  m e r chan t s ' wag e bi l l  

was l owe r for they had t o  mee t fre ight cos t s  on ly on the 

voy age to the m a rke t .  For th i s  re a s on the Bri ti sh vlh a le r s  

had pe r s uade d the g o ve rnmen t t o  impo se he a vy and se le c ti ve 

d ut i e s on c o l on i al c a u:r h t  \.;h a le o i l s  i n  1 8 0 9  and 1 81 9 . 31 5 

Howe ve r from the i r  m ut ua l  c on ce rn to p ro te c t  trade both 

c o l on i a l  and B r i t i sh me rchan ts con tin ue d  t o  pre s s  the go ve rn ­

men t to i n te rvene i n  Ne\v Ze a land r i g h t  un ti l t h e  time the 

de ci s i on to co l oni ze New Ze a l an d  was fin a l ly made . 

As s uning a role fo r the me r chan t  lobby i n  g o ve rnme n t  

de ci s ion 1n ak ing le ads o n e  to q ue s t i on why the y were a b l e  to 

in fl ue n ce the g o ve rnment s :  the a rg unen t s  in the i r  le t te r s 

an d pe ti tion s we re n o t  new an d , a fte r 1 8  3 0 , in the fa ce o ·f 

the rapi d i n c re a se s in both expo r ting an d impo rting at New 

Ze a l and1 they appe a re d  to h a ve no proo f tha t  c on di t i on s  i n  

the c o un try we re a dem on s trab le b a r ri e r  to t rading the re . 

Pre s um ab ly the i n fl uen ce o f  thi s l obby arose from the i r  

import an t  p la ce i n  the e c onomy o f  Gre a t  Bri tain an d the 

c o l on i e s 
31 6 

( a l tho ug h  New Ze a land t rade was j us t  a sm a l l  part 

o f  the i r  t o tal i n te re s t s )/ as we l l  as from the i r  s uppo sedly 

ac c ur a te i n form ati on abo ut New Ze a l and whi ch had been g a ther­

ed at fi r s t  han d  by the c rews an d m as te rs o f  the i r  ve s s e l s . 

For whate ve r  re a s on , i t  s e eme d t h a t  when a g ro up  o f  m e r ch an t.s 

m ade p ropos a ls to the g o ve rnmen t abo ut New Ze a l and trade , the y 

we re a t tende d  to . 

31 5 . 

31 6 .  

Ende rby an d o the r s  to Cottre l l , 1 8  J ul y  1 8 0 5 , C02 0 1 /  
1 3 0 ,  f . l 9 8b - 1 9 9 a ;  D . R . H ainsworth , The Sydney Trade rs , 
S im eon Lo rd and h i s  Con tem pora r i e s , 1 7 8 8 - 1 8 2 1 , S ydney , 
1 9 7 2 , p .  1 39 ;  S ta t ute , 5 9  Ge o rg e  I I I  c 5 2 . 

For i n s tan ce abo ut h a l f o f  the P e ti tion o f  1 8 1 91 whi c h  
was s i gne d by t h e  1 2 6 0  re s i de n t s  i n  N e w  S o uth Wa l e s  and 
whrch c a l l e d  ,fo r im pro vem ents i n  m a tte rs o f  c o l on i a l  
adm i n i s t r a tion and po li ci e s , was de vo t e d  t o  a c a l l  fo r 
the li ft ing o f  d ut i e s - Pe ti tion , 2 2  March 1 8 1 9 , H . R . A . 
1 ,  X ,  5 5 - 6 5 . 
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Take fo r i n s t an ce the pe ti ti on from fi fte en me rchan t s  

to the Bo ard o f  Trade i n  1 8 2 6 . The arg un e n t s  fo r i n te r ve n ti on 

we re ve ry fami li ar : New Z e a l an d  was he ld to h a ve re s o urce s 

whi ch we re va l uab le to B r i t a i n , l i ke wha l e s  an d tim b e r  an d 

fl ax ; ve s s e l s  co ul d  re fi t and re fre sh che ap l y  in that c o un try ; 

an d he r t im b e r  and fl ax we re o f  a q ua l i t y  whi ch wo uld re n de r  

Gre at B r i tain i n depen de n t  o f  Rus s i a  an d the Un ited S t a te s  o f  

Ame r i c a  fo r the se s upp li e s . I t  w a s  c la imed that Fran ce 

appe are d to be c on tem p l ati �g c o lon i zi ng New Ze a l an d  and th at 

the w an ton be h a vi o ur o f  s ome E uropean s ai lors and the 

vo l a ti l i ty o f  the Maori c h a ra cte r had combine d to m ake New 

Ze a l an d  un s a fe fo r vi s i t o r s . Also the m e rchan t s  be lie ve d  

tha t B ri ti s h s e ttlem e n t  and c omm e r ce wo uld bene fi t Maori s ,  

an d i n  fa c t  h ad been req ue s te d  by them . Ye t on the b as i s  

o f  thi s app l i cati on the Lords o f  Tr ade we re mo ve d  to s upport 

the re q ue s t  fo r a sm a l l  m i l i t a ry fo rce to be s t ationed i n  

New Z e a l an d , and the y a l s o  added the i r  own s ug g e s ti on fo r a 

n a va l  ve s s e l to p atro l the c o as t s . 31 7 The Adm i r a lty re s ponded 

by orde r i n g  o cc a s i on a l  vi s i t s by i t s  ve s s e l s . 31 8 

In New So uth Wa le s i t  was a m e �ch an t , Gor don B r owne , 

who fi n a l ly c on vi n ce d  Gove rn o r  Darling that h e  sho uld app oi n t  

a Re s i den t at New Ze a l and . B r owne ' s  le tter o ut lin ing the 

probab le e f fe ct s  o f  the E li z abe th A f fai r 
31 9 

a l s o  prompt e d  

Dar ling t o  m ak e  f urthe r i nq ui ry i n to the s t a te o f  New Z e a l an d  

wh i ch c on fi rm e d  h im i n  h i s  opi n i on . 
32 0 

Howeve r  Darling w a s  

rep l a ced b y  B o urk e be fore a Re s i den t w a s  s e n t  to New Z e a l and . 

Go ve rn o r  B o urke arri ve d  in New So uth Wale s on 2 De cember 1 8  31 
an d was s worn i n  the n ex t  day . 321 

The colon i a l  me rchan t s  w a s te d  

31 7 .  

31 8 .  

31 9 .  

32 0 .  

32 1 . 

Pe t i t i on , 2 4  Apri'l 1 8 2 6 , B T  1 /2 2 3 ;  H . R . N . Z . , I ,  6 6 3- 6 . 
See a l so S . G . , 2 2  N o vember 1 8 2 6 . 

Howi ck to B arrow , 5 Jan uary 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 1 /l , f . l 9 b .  

D a r l i ng to Gode r i ch , 1 3  Ap ri l 1 8 31 ,  an d en c l o s ure s , 
C02 0 1 /21 9 ,  f . 4 0 7b - 4 6 0 a ;  H . R . A . , l , XV I , 2 37 - 4 1 . 

S e e  le t te r s  from Wi l l i arn  Yate and Thom a s  McDonn e l l  i n  
D a r l i n g  t o  Gode ri ch , 7 S eptembe r 1 8 31 ,  C02 0 9 /l , f . 7 7 b-
8 6 a .  Go rdon B rowne pr o vi ded Darling w i th an ex t e n de d  
report on the s t ate o f  New Z e a l and wh i ch a l s o  a c com p ­
an i e d  the de sp a t ch abo ve b ut  i s  now fo 1.md in AD N  1 / 4 2  4 8 
an d i n  a s h o r te n e d  form as R . W .  H ay , ' Noti ce s  o f  New 
Ze a l and ' , Jo urn a l  o f  the Royal Ge og raph i ca l  S o ci e ty , I I , 
1 8  32 1 1 32 - 6  • 

B o urke to Gode r i ch , 3 De cembe r 1 8 31 ,  H . R . A . , 1 ,  XVI , 4 7 3 . 
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no time an d a dep utati on m e t  the Gove rnor on 1 3  De cembe r .  

Repor te dly the m e rchan ts ex pre s s e d  • Conside rab le anx i e ty • 

that ' the inte rcourse wi th New Ze a l and sho uld be p laced on 

a be t te r  footi ng ' an d req ue s ted that a Re s i dent be s tatione d 

at New Ze a land to prote c t  trade . Bourke took the m e s s ag e  to 

hi s Exe c uti ve Co un c i l  on 2 2  De cembe r and obt ained the i r  

approval t o  re commend t o  the Bri t i s h  g o ve rnment th a t  a 

Re s iden t  be sent to New Ze a land wi th a m i li tary force . Thi s  

s ub j e c t  form ed the topi c for Bourke ' s  se cond g ube rn atori al  
32 2 de spat ch . The me rchan ts had formed hi s re s � l ve an d 

m oti vate d him i n to ac tion . 

Abo ut the same time , a l  tho UJ h  a fter the Bri ti s h  

g o ve rnmen t h a d  de cided t o  appoint B usby to New Ze aland , four 

o f  the m e r chants who had signed the 1 82 6  pe ti ti on wro te to 

the Col on i a l  O f fi ce and s ug gested tha t , for the s ake o f  

promo ting and prote cting trade , a Re s iden t should be appoint­

e d  to New Z e a l an d  and be paid from a tonnag e t ax  on vi si ting 

ve s se ls .  They h ad e ven se le cted the i r  s ui table c an didate -

b b . 32 3 h . . . f . h Ro e r t  Ro 1nson . Two t 1ng s are s1gn1 l eant ere . 'rhe 

i de a  o f  h a ving a Re s i dent in New Ze a land m us t  have been 

d i sc us se d  be fore the le tte r was sent an d the idea m ay have 

re ached the Co loni a l  O f fi ce in form a lly b e fore that time a lso . 

Moreo ve r  three o f  the fi rm s  who s igned the req ue s t  - Don a ldson 

Wi lki n son & Co , Robe rt Brooks , and B uck le , B ag s ter and B uck le -

e i ther had , or we re to re ce i ve , g o ve rnm e n t  contracts to s upp l y  

New Z e a l and timber and fl ax . 

In any e ven t B us by was appointed and a lmos t immediate ly 

the Co lon i a l  O f fi ce was q ue s ti oned on the e ffecti vene s s  o f  h i s  

role . In De cember 1 8  3 4  a pe ti ti on from 2 1  re s iden ts in t.he Bay 

o f  I s lands arri ve d  in the Colon i a l  O f fi ce . The petition , 

whi ch dwe lt on the attack on the Re s i dency , spoke in emotion a l  

te rms o f  t h e  importance o f  New Zea land trade and the need to 

prote c t  the li ve s  and prope rti e s  o f  the re s iden ts from Haori 

vi o le n ce . A le tter enc losed wi th the accompanying de spatch 

32 2 .  B o urke to Goderi ch , 2 3  December 1 8 31 ,  and en c los ure s , 
H . R . A . , l ,  XVI , 4 8 2 - 4 ; S . H . , 1 9  De cembe r 1 8 31 .  

32 3 .  Gore and othe rs to Gode ri ch , n . d .  ( re ce i ve d  1 2  March 
1 8 32 ) , C02 0 1 /2 2 9 , f . 5 5 2b- 5 5 3b .  See a l s o  Bri tish P ar li a­
men tary Debates , 3rd serie s ,  1 8 32 ,  XI I I , cols 5 0 7 - 8 . · 
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from B us by appealed to the Re s i den t to do some thing to prote c t  

the wi ve s  and chi l dren o f  Bay I:ie s i dents and t o  bring hon<D.ur 

to hi s posi t i on as Re si de n t  by seekiDg o ut tho se who 

attacked hi s home . 
32 4 

Thi s  de spatch was fo l lowe d by two 

from Gove rn or Bo urke . In the fi r s t  he s tre s se d  tha t  B usby 

had fai l e d  to ful fi l h i s  i n s t r uc ti on s  in that he had not 

prote c te d  Bri t i sh and colon i a l  canme rce nor repre s se d  

E ur opean a n d  Maori o ut r ag e s  whi ch i n te r fe re d  wi th trade . H e  

wan ted t o  wi thdraw B usby . 
32 5 

The se con d de spatch re iterate d  

tha t  B usby had been ine f fe cti ve in s uppre s s i ng any crime and 
· 32 6 

in s e c uring E urope an prope rty . In the light o f  thi s  t.rade 

re late d  pre s s ure the Co l on i a l O ffi ce de c i de d , by May 1 8  35 , 
32 7 

that B usby ' s  appointment sho uld not be ! kept up ' .  

Whi le i t  h a s  been shown that B usby in fact p layed a 

signi fi c an t  role in fac i l i t a ting tradi ng at New Ze a lan d , thi s 

was not the j udg emen t o f  h i s  con temporari e s . Th us trade r s '  and 

the Go ve rnor ' s  com p l ain t s1 tha t B usby was n o t  se c uring trade , 

pro vi de d  the g ro unds for a reas se s sment o f  B usby ' s  pos i ti on . 

As the 1 8 30 s  wore on ne i the r B us by nor hi s s i t uati on appe are d 

to impro ve . It  wa s time to m ake a new de c i s i on and the p re s s ure 

to colon i ze Nevl Ze a l an d  g rew . In addi tion to o the r ci rc \m ­

s t.an ti al in fl uen ce s  ( l ike th e pre s s ure bro tB h t to bear on 

Glene lg by Lord D urham on beha l f o f  the New Ze alan d  

. . 32 8
) h . h h d . d As s o c 1 a  t1on w 1 c  m o ve d  t e g o ve rnm ent to e e l  e t.o annex 

New Ze al and late in 1 8 37 ,  the hi s torian Adam s s tre s se d  the 

s ig n i fi can ce o f  the arri va l , on 1 8  Decembe r 1 8 37 ,  o f  a s e r i e s  

o f  de spatches from B usby whi ch Jame s  Stephen de s cribe d  as 

h a ving a ' ve ry imp or tan t bearing upon the New Ze a l and q ue s ti on ' . 

32 4 .  

32 5 .  

3 2 6 . 

32 7 .  

32 8 .  

B usby to Hay , 1 0  May 1 8 34 , and e n c l os ure s , C02 0 9 /l ,  
f.  2 39b-2 4 8 a .  

Bourke to S tan ley , 2 3  September 1 8 34 ,  H . R . A . , l , XVI I , 
5 4 5 . 

B o urke to S tan le y , 6 De cember 1 8 34 ,  H . R . A .  l , XVI I , 5 9 7 . ' 
H ay to Co ate s ,  May 1 8 35 ,  C02 0 9 /l , f . 2 4 9 b , 36 0 b . Thi s  
de c i s i on was re s cinded by the new Se cre tary o f  S t ate , 
Lord Glene lg - Glenelg to Bo urke , 2 8  Octobe r 1 8 35 ,  
H . R . A . 1 l , XVI I I , 1 7 0 - 4 ; see a l s o  Adam s , pp . 91 -2 .  

H .  T .  Hanning , ' Lord D urham and the New Zea land 
Company ' ,  N . Z . J . H . , VI , n o . 1 ,  Apri l  1 9 7 2 , 5 -1 0 .  
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The se doc uments ,  Adams a s se rte d ,  had a s igni fi cant e ffe c t  

i n  de te rmining Gle ne lg ' s  i rre vocab le de cision t o  a uthori ze 

the Bri ti sh colon i z ation o f  New Zea l and . 32 9 Howe ve r another 

doc umen t , one whi ch arri ved in the Colon i a l  O f fi ce on 1 9  

De cembe r ,  the morn ing a fter B usby ' s  de spatche s , a l s o  had a 

be aring e i the r in s upport o f  or as a catalyst to Glene lg ' s  

re a l i s a ti on o f  the ' fa t a l  nece s s i ty ' o f  annex ing New Z e a l and . 

That document was a H emori a l  s igned by forty me rchan ts , 

and addre s sed to the Prime Mini s ter Lo rd Me lbo urne . In i t  they 

pointe d  o ut that wha ling and othe r trade link s  with New Zea land 

had g rown to l arge proportions . They adde d that the Bay o f  

I s l ands , the h arbo ur most fre q uented by shipping , lacked a 

' con tro l ling power ' ,  tha t  fo ur to fi ve hundre d intox i cate d  

seamen co uld b e  seen fighting e ach othe r , or canm uni cating 

di sease s and a b ad ex am p le to loca l Maori s .  New Ze a l and , they 

be li e ve d , h ad the faci l i t i e s  to be a ' Mari time powe r ' .  Howe ver 

the l ack o f  dire ction in the country toge the r wi th the class  

of  E urope an s  who generally freq uented the shore s in clined 

them to think that piracy and b uccaneering wo uld become a more 

common e n te rpri se than reg ular trade . They_ con c l ude d : 

That under the pre sen t state o f  a f fai rs in New 
Ze a land we find by expe rience tha t the repre ­
sentat i ve o f  the Bri ti sh Go vernment has no 
s uf fi cien t power to che ck the e vi l s  alre ady 
ex i s ting· , m uch l e s s  to pre ven t a re ali z ation o f  
o ur worst fe ars for the fut ure and i t  i s  in the 
con fiden ce that Coloni z ation wi ll  be the on ly 
s ure me an s  o f  p re ven ting the e vi ls an ti cipate d , 
that we are induced to re commend £itij ,to yo ur 
Lordship . 

O f  the forty s ign a torie s ,  e ight had s igned either the 1 82 6  
. . h 1 1 . 

R . d 3 30 pe t1 t1on or t e 8 32 e tte r req ue s t1ng a es1 ent . 

The Memori a l  re cei ved an e arly an swer on 2 0  

De cember 1 8  3 7 . According to Ja.l-r\e s Stephen ' s dra ft note , the 

m e rchan t s  we re in formed that Glene lg had re ce i ve d  thei r · 

�moria l an d  th at ' i t wi l l  not fai l to re cei ve the anx i o us 

con s i de r atibn o f  HM Go ve rnment ' .  Indeed thi s do c ume n t  w as 

32 9 .  Adam s , e spe ci a l ly pp . l 0 6 - 7 . 

3 30 .  Memori a l , 1 6  De cember 1 8 37 ,  C02 0 9 /2 , f . 4 4 5b-4 4 6 b . 
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spe ci fi e d  as one o f  the key pape rs re fe rre d  for the c on s i de r ­

a ti on o f  the 1 8 38 Lords ' Se l e c t  Comm i ttee . 3 31 

Th us the vi ews o f  the me rchan t l obby were re ad and 

s e ri o us ly con s i de re d  d uring the c r uc i a l  days when the B r i t i s h  

g o ve rnment de c i de d  t o  take ful l  con tr o l  o f  a f fairs in New 

Ze a l and . Thi s was a fi t ting c limax to the de cade s during whi ch 

c on siderations o f  trade were to the fore whene ve r  de c i s i on s  

abo ut g o ve rnment in vo l vement in New Z e a land we re be i ng m ade . 

FROM TH E e a rlie s t  years o f  E urope an con ta6ts wi th New Ze a land 

Bri t i s h and colon i al g o ve rnments s tro ve to promote and protec t  

the tr ade wh i ch in vo l ved Nev.' Z e a l an d  timbe r ar1d flax . As part 

o f  th i s  poli cy the g o ve rnments i n vo l ved n a va l  ve s s e ls in 

voyag e s  to col lec t  t imbe r an d flax an d to provi de in fonn ati on 

whi ch might a s s i s t  the me rchan ts who traded in the se p ro d ucts . 

They further p rom o te d  the pri va te ex p l oi tati on o f  Ne•-v 

Ze a land ' s re so urce s by contrac ting to p urch a se timber an d flax . 
Import d utie s ,  harb o ur fee s  an d con ce s s i on s  re lating to the 

reg i s tration o f  New Zea.land-b ui l t  ve s se ls we re a ls o  de s i gne d ,  

a l te re d , s uspende d or aboli she d to fac i·li  t.a te tr ade wi th New 

Zea lan d .  

More o ve r  the ex ten s i on o f  leg a l  pro te cti on to co ve r  

c r1me s commi t ted in New Zea land , the reg ulatory vi s i ts o f  n a va l  

ve s se l s  and the e ven t ua l  appoin tmen t o f  the Bri ti sh Re s i de n t  

we re a l l  m o ve s  de signed t o  con trol those aspe cts o f  the New 

Ze a land s o c i a l  en vi ronmen t ,  name ly Maori s  and con vi cts , whi ch 

3 31 .  Ca�m i ttee ' s  Repor t , 1 8 3 8 Report , p . i i i . 
' 
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we re p re s tmed to be di s advan tag i ng trading . 

Howe ve r , in the light o f  h er fai l ure to e ffec ti ve ly 

prote ct trading a t  New Zea land wi th minim um interven tion , 

Gre a t  Britain was forced to face the ' fata l  nece s s ity ' o f  

annexing the co un try as the on ly e ffe c ti ve way to ful fi l 

her moral d utie s  and to se c ure New Z e a l and ' s  timbe r  and flax 

s upp l i e s  for he r ex c l  us i ve use . 
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CONCLUS ION 

The New Ze a l and timber and flax trade 1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0  has 

bee n  an a lysed in three dimension s  - comme rci a l , s o ci a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l . 

The trade di ffe re d from o the r e ar ly commerci al 

acti vi ti e s  in New Ze a lan d , s uch as sea ling and pe l ag i c  wha ling , 

in th at the phonn i un and the woods o f  New Ze aland were un like 

the E urope an vari e t i e s  wi th whi ch the me rchan ts and the marke t 

we re fam i l i ar . Be fore the trade co uld be e s t ab li she d , the re ­

fore , the trade rs had to g e t  t o  know abo ut the varie ti e s  an d 

prope r ti e s  o f  New Zea l an d  timbers and flax an d the m arke t  for 

them had to be te s ted . The Us ual commerci al con s i de rations 

also app lie d .  For ex am p le the pro fi ts to be de ri ve d  from 

trading timbe r and flax had to be m e as ure d ag ain s t  othe r are a s  

o f  in ve s tment and comme rce . 

It di f fe red too in that the tr ade in wood and fib re 

req ui re d c l ose co-ope rati on between Maori s an d E urope an s . 

Thi s  co uld be b ui lt up on ly s lowly and thro ug h  the tri a l s  and 

e rrors by whi ch the two g ro ups le arned to de a l  with e ach other . 

Also be fore trading could beg in in e arne s t  Maor i s  had to h a ve 

the time and opport un i ty to ad j ust to the dem ands o f  the tr ade 

and to le arn what E uropean s  req ui re d  o f  them . The E urope an s , 

likewi se , h ad to ove rcome the i r  fe ars o f  t rading at New Z e a lan d 

and to s e t t le traders the re to org an i se the preparation and 

p ur chasing o f  the prod uc t s . For thi s re ason the m e r ch an t s  

watche d the prog re s s  o f  the New Ze a lan d m i s sions wi th intere s t .  

They we re a ls o  e n c o uraged by both the prote ction being 

prom i se d  by the Bri ti sh an d colon i a l g o ve rnmen t s  to E urope an s  

l i vi ng in New Ze alan d  an d the othe r aspe cts o f  the g o ve rnmen ts ' 

prom o ti on o f  the trade . 

Attempts to initi ate a reg ular trade i n  timbe r and 

flax be fore the late 1 8 2 O s  fo undered be c a use one o r  more o f  

the s e  c ondi t i on s  fo r commerci al s ucce s s  were n ot me t .  Howe ver 
� from 1 82 7  the trade boom e d  be c a u?e the E urope an me rchan ts 

favo ure d  i t  as an i n ve s tmen t and the lvlaori s , owing to the de c lin 

of Hongi ' s  hegemony , we re ab le to prod uce the req ui re d  

q uanti t i e s  o f  timbe r and flax . 
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D uring the 1 8  30s the s am e  c ombin ati on o f  m a rke t 

force s an d Maori and Europe an atti t ude s to the trade de ter ­

m i n e d  the vol umes o f  phormi um and woods that were expo rted 

from New Z e a l an d . The trade in f l ax f l o uri shed for as l ong 
I 

as the colon i a l  m e rchants be l i e ve d  that i t  w o uld fe tch high 

pri ce s  on the B ri ti sh marke t .  When that mark e t re j e c te d  the 

New Zea lan d  p rod uct the trade rs ' intere s t  in phorrn i un fe l l  

away and thei r  i n ve s tment s  we re di ve rte d to othe r exportab le 

comm odi tie s s uch as fine coloni a l  wool s  and the p rod ucts o f  

bay whaling . Howe ve r during the ye ars i n  whi c h  co l on i a l  

imports o f  fl ax we re at the i r  pe ak the month ly vari ations in 

the vo l ume s  o f  fibre arri ving in the c o lon i e s  were re l a te d  to 

e vents in New Zea land , to the fl uc t uations in the Maori s '  

commi tmen t to proce s s ing fl ax and to the de ve lopment o f  the 

sys tem o f  trading that uti li zed the s e r vi ce s  o f  E ur ope an r e s i den · 

age n t s  who arrang e d  the preparati on o f  c argoe s . 

The timber t rade o f  the 1 8 30 s  was aimed a t  two m arke ts . 

One was the hig h ly speci a li z e d  spar t rade whi ch provided 

c argoe s o f  ship timbe rs main ly for the Bri ti s h  Roy a l  Na vy .  

Be ca use o f  the high oosts o f  t ran sporting the timbe rs to 

Gre a t  Bri tain and the poor q uali t.y o f  the ex porte d wood , the 

trade pro ve d  to be ne i the r pop ul ar nor parti c ularly pro fi tab le . 

The other arm o f  the trade , the pro vi s i on o f  con s tr uc t i on 

timbers fo r the co lonial m arke ts , g ave emp l oymen t to m any 

E urope an an d Maori re sident s  of New Z e a lan d . The re turns from 

the trade and the n umber s  o f  c arg oe s o f  New Ze a l an d  woods 

e n te re d  at colonial ports we re , howe ve r , limi te d by the sm a l l  

s i ze o f ' the marke t s  and the coloni s t s ' varying dem ands for 

b ui lding m ate ri al s . Ne ve r the le s s  m e rchan t s  thoug ht i t  worth 

con ti n uing in the trade thr o ugho ut the 1 8 30 s  and beyon d . 

Timbe r o r  f l ax tr ading e n c o ur ag e d  E urope an s to se ttle 

i n  New Ze a l an d .  In the pas t the se E urope an t r aders h a ve been 

s te r e o type d as con vi cts , de se rte r s  and soci a l  dreg s who 

p re fe rred an ' un ci vi lized ' and l awle s s  ex i s ten ce i n  New Z e a l an d  

t o  the rig o urs o f  li fe in an orde rly comm un i ty .  S uch an 

a s s e s smen t  re fle cts onl y  the bi a s  in con temporary comm e n ts 

abo ut the se men . The y  were in fact drawn from m any backg r o unds 



and the i r  re asons for choosing to li ve i n  New Zea land we re 

a lmos t as varied as the indi vi d uals them s e l ve s . On ce 

E urope an s se ttled in New Ze a l and the l i ve s  they led we re 

a f fe c ted by the type o f  comm un i ty Maori or E urope an 
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i n  whi ch they l i ve d , and by the oppo rtun i ti e s  and i n clin ation 

they had to re tain aspe cts o f  the li fe - s tyle they had forme r ly 

known . In gene r a l  the i r  li ve s  we re hard and tedio us and we re 

reg ul ate d by the c us toms and c on ven ti on s  o f  bo th Maori and 

E urope an socie ti e s . 

The li ve s  o f  the .Haori p arti cipants we re also 

modi fie d  by the t rade . For the m o s t  p ar t  it  led to the i r  

re ce i ving a large range o f  E urope an goods , m o s t  n ot ably arms 

and anun un i tion , b l anke ts , tobacco and .E urope an c lo thing . I t  

a l s o  m ade dem an ds on them . For m o s t  i t  m e an t  di ve rting time 

and labour from c us tom ary work patte rn s , in te rr upting the i r  

soci a l  ob lig ation s  and war fare , an d le arning to to le r ate 

E uropean trade r s  both vi si tors and re s i dents . Othe r Maori s 

were oblige d , in addi tion , to tran sport flax to di s tan t ports or 

to shi ft the i r  re s i dence s  to a s i te whi ch was ne are r  to a 

E uropean trade r . The re i s  a l s o  some e vi de n ce tha t  working i n  

the tr ade had an i l l -e ffe c t  on the he a l th o f  s om e  Maori s and 

cre ate d  new ri valri e s  be tween s an e  hap u .  Whate ve r  the s oci a l  

con s e q uence s o f  the i r  in vol vemen t ,  howe ve r , i t  i s  c le ar that 

the se Maori s wi l ling ly g rasped the opportun i ty for t rading 

phorrn i um and wood and proved to be e f fi ci e n t  and e f fe c ti ve 

commerc i a l  p artne rs for the E urope an s . 

The Bri t i sh and colon i a l g o ve rnrnen ts be c ame incre as ing ly 

i n vo l ve d  in the trade . They sen t  ve s se l s  to New Ze a land to 

collect c arg oe s o f  timbe r and flax and to se c ure in form ati on 

whi ch might be use f ul to me rchants wi shing to t rade there . 

They a l s o  con tra cted to p urchase carg oe s  o f  the New Zea land 

products . Othe r m e a s ures whi ch we re aim e d  at prom oting t r ade 

i n c l uded the wai ving o f  import duti e s  and harb o ur fee s ,  and 

con ce s s i on s  , for New Zealand-b ui l  t ve s se l s . 

The g o ve rnments a l s o  be came i n vo l ve d  in attempts to 

reg ulate a ffai r s  in New Z e a l and by ex tending the j uri sdi ction 

o f  colon i al co urt s , provi ding n a val ve s s e l s  to c r ui se the 
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c o as t s  an d appoin ti ng a Briti sh Re s i den t . Thei r  intention s  

were to c re ate a n  e n vi ronment whi ch wo uld i n cre ase trad ing 

acti vi t y . 

Howe ve r Bri t i sh g o ve rnm e n t o ffi ci a ls cam e  to be lie ve 

that the se me as ure s we re not s uf fi cient. to pro vi de l aw and 

order and a prospe ro us trade . By the late 1 8 30 s  the on ly 

s o l ution appe are d to them to be the annex ation o f  New Ze a lan d .  

A signi fi can t  re ason for thi s de c i s i on was the de s i re ·to 

s e c ure New Zea lan d ' s  timbe r an d flax for Gre at Bri t ain ' s  

ex c l  usi ve use .  
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APPENDIX 1 

ROBERT WILLI AMS FLAX DRES SER 

Mos t  o f  the indi viduals i n vol ved in the New Ze a l and 

flax trade aimed sole ly to make a mone tary pro fi t .  Robe rt 

Wi l l i am s  was in vol ved wi th phorm i um  ten ax for re ason s othe r 

than the money whi ch he hoped that i t  would provi de . He 

be lie ved that be i ng the di s covere r  o f  a mechan i c a l  mean s  

o f  dre s s ing New Ze a l an d  flax wo uld cause h im t o  b e  cast i n  

the role o f  the s a vio ur o f  the hemp re li an t  Briti sh .n avy ,  

wo uld see him pre s i ding over a vas t  flax -dre s s ing indus try 

in New So uth Wa le s or New Zealand ( and pre fe rab ly both ) , 

wo uld g i ve h im s tatus and pre s tige in a s ociety o f  se l f­

m ade men and wo uld p ro vide him wi th an e arly emancipation 

and a s a l ve to h i s  con vi ct past . 

Wi l l i am s  h ad been ' bro ught up from in fancy to the 
1 Man ufacturing o f  Hemp and Flax ' . He arri ved i n  New South 

Wale s  aboard the Ann on 2 7  Febr uary 1 81 0 .  ( S am ue l  Marsden 

had re turne d from a vi s i t  to Eng l and aboard that ve s se l ) . 2 

As was the c ase wi th o the r ski lled con vi cts , Wi l l i am s  was 

enco uraged to ply hi s trade in the co lony and the reby s us tain 

him se l f .  He opene d a ropewa lk a t  6 4  Cas t le re ag h  Stree t and 

i n  March 1 81 2  announ ce d  that he was expanding the s i ze o f  hi s 
3 e s tab l i shmen t to cope wi th the dem and for hi s products . 

Rope and c an vas for shipping we re i n  short s upply in New 

S outh Wale s s o  Wi l li ams was able to readi ly borra.v money from 

colon i a l  merch an t s  for the p urchase and expan s i on o f  hi s 

b . 
4 us1ne s s . 

1 .  Wi l l i am s  to Macq uarie , September 1 8 1 5 ,  NSW : Coloni al 
Secre tary : Le tte rs Recehed , 1 81 3 ,  ( AONSW , 4 / l  72  8 ,  
B und le 7 ,  i tem 4 6 ) , p . 2 1 5 ; B . T . , Box 1 3 ,  p .  6 9 8 ;  
C02 0 1 /1 31 , f . 4 0 2 a ;  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 5 8 .  

2 .  B i rqi e . to Macq uarie , 31 March 1 8 1 3 ,  H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  31 � . 
C .  B ate son , The Con vi ct Ships , 1 7 8 7- 1 8 6 8 , Aus trali an 
e di tion , Sydney , 1 9 7 4 , pp . 3 3 8 - 9 . 

3 .  S . G . , 7 March 1 8 1 2 . 

4 .  Wi l l i am s  to Jone s & Ri ley , n . d .  C02 0l /1 31 , 4 4 4b- 4 4 8a ;  
B . T . , Box 1 5 , pp . l 5 8 3-9 3 ;  part ly p ub li s he d  in D . R .  
Hain sworth , B ui l de rs and Adventure rs , The Trade rs and 
an d the Eme rgence o f  the Col ony 1 7 8 8-1 82 1 , Me lbourne , 
1 9 6 8 ,  pp . 5 7 - 8 .  
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As we l l  as work ing wi th impor te d  hemp and flax , 

Wi l l i arn s  began to expe rimen t  wi th flax from New Z e a l an d .  

Lord 1 s expedi tion o f  1 81 0  fi re d Wi l li arns 1 im ag i n ation and 

by 1 81 1  h i s expe rimen ts we re s u f fi ci en t ly advan ce d for him 

to app ly to Go ve rnor Macquarie for g o ve rnme n t  a s s i s tan ce 

in h i s  proj e c t . Macq·uarie apparen t ly wen t to see Wi l li arn s ' 

m achine in a ction b ut did not regard the pro j e ct as one 
5 

worthy o f  g ove rnmen t  patron age . 

Wi l l i arns the re fore approache d Simeon Lord and 

o ffe red to s e l l  him the rights to the proce s s . The trade r 

was inte re s te d  in s upporting the work b ut on te rm s  whi ch 

Wi l l i arns fo und tm acceptab le . Thus when B i rn i e  and Hook 

appro ached h im abo ut the i r  p roposed ex pedi tion on the 

Pe rse ve r an ce i n  1 81 3  Wi l l i arn s  was e ag e r  to l i s te n . The 

negoti ation s  for the voyage we re protracted be c a use Wi l l i arn s  

w a s  de termined t o  s e c ure the be s t  fin an c i a l  and soci a l  

advan t age from hi s i n vo l vement6 b ut on 2 � March 1 81 3  ag ree ­

men t was e ve n t ual ly re ache d .  
7 

Wi lli arn s  had con vin ce d  him se l f 

that h i s  exp loratory voyage wo uld lead to a p rospe rous future 

for h i s  b us ine s s  and so he borrowe d m o re m on e y  to m ak e  

imp ro vemen t s  to h i s home and ropewalk and con ce n t r ated on 

hi s ex pe rime n ts wi th phorrn i um  to the neg le c t  o f  the o the r 

bran che s o f  h i s work .
8 

The voyage in the Pe rse ve rance , Apri l - J uly 1 81 3 ,  

a l lowe d Wi l l i arn s time to vi s i t  Stewart I s lan d  and Otago 

Harbo ur . He was enthus i as ti c  abo ut the poten ti a l  for a fl ax 

s tation in Otago Harb o ur , howe ve r  he a l lowe d h i s i n te re s t  

i n  the exe c ut i on o f  hi s g r an d  de s ign t o  c l o ud  h i s as se s sment 

o f  the factors o f  c o s ts and pro fi ts whi c h  we re impo rtan t  to 

h i s merch an t back e r s . B i rn i e ' s  de ci s i on , based on thi s 

5 .  Wi l l i arns to Macquarie , Septembe r 1 81 3 , ( AONSW , 4 /1 7 2 8 ,  
B un d le 7 ,  n o . 4 6 ) , p .  21 5 ; B . T . , Box 1 3 , p .  6 9 8 ; 
C02 0 1 /1 31 , f . 4 0 2 a ; H . R . N . Z . , I ,  4 5 8 .  ' 

6 .  B i rn i e  - Wi l li arn s  Corre sponde n ce , 1 8 1 3 ,  C02 0 1/1 31 , 
f . 4 1 3b- 4 1 8b ;  B . T . , Box 1 3 , pp . 5 6 0 - 4 , 5 8 3 - 5 , 72 7 - 8 ; 
H . R . N . Z . , I ,  4 6 6 - 7 0 . 

7 .  Wi l l i arns to B i rn i e , 2 9  Ha rch 1 8 1 3 ,  C02 0 1 /1 3l , f . 4 1 5b ; 
B .  T .  , Box 1 3 ,  pp . 5 9  3-4 .  

8 .  Wi l l i arn s  to Jone s & Ri ley , C02 0l /1 3l , f .  4 4 5 a .  
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voyage , not t o  proceed wi th the proj e ct le ft Wi l l i am s  in 

fin an ci a l  di ffi c ultie s .  Wi l li arn s  ag ain appe ale d to Go ve rnor 

Macquarie . He pointed o ut the potenti al bene fi t o f  his work 

to both New S o uth Wale s and Gre a t  Brit ain and then exp l ained 

that hi s inq uiry into New Zealan d  flax had ' Much imbare s t  

hi s Cir c um s tan ce s ' .  He s tate d tha t , as he had re ce i ved no 

re turn s from h i s  expe rimenting (with whi ch he  was s ti l l 

con tin uing ) , un le s s  the g o ve rnment g a ve him as s i s tan ce h i s 

e f forts wo uld be h a l te d  an d somebody e l se wo uld re ap the 

bene fi ts by fol lowing on hi s work . 9 Macquarie apparent ly 

ex tended to Wi l liams the as s i s tan ce he req ui re d . 1 0  Wi l li am s  

the re fore conti n ued to expe rimen t and run hi s b us ine s s , 

undaun ted e ven by the poor re s ults o f  the te s ts on the flax 

and rope Bi rnie had sent to Eng land fo r an alysi s  a fte r the 

voyage o f  the Pe rse ve r an ce . Agai n , late in 1 81 4 , Wi l li am s  

approached Macq uarie with a req ue s t  for more a s s i s tan ce . 

In September 1 81 4  Wi l li am s  was negoti ating wi th 

Lord and Blax ce l l , on behal f o f  the New South Wale s New 

Z e a l and Company , abo ut hi s accompanying the i r  proposed voyage 

to New Ze alan d .  As part o f  the i r  o f fer the me rchan ts ag reed 

to s upport Wi l li ams ' appl i cation for em an cip ation . In re turn 

Wi l liam s  appe ars to have pro vided the Company with the 

p ropos als  whi ch forme d the basis  o f  the i r  memor i a l  to the 

Gove rn or on 3 October 1 8 1 4 .  Howeve r  the se negoti ation s  b roke 

down when Wi l l iams dem anded to be appoin ted ' prin cipal Arti s t  

and Di ri ctor ' o f  the propose d set tlement . Lord and B l ax ce l l  

on the othe r hand reg arde d hi s tasks a s  being s olely to e re ct 

h i s  m achine and train men to use i t  be fore he re turned to 

New S o uth Wale s within six m onths o f  the form ation o f  the 

se ttlemen t .  Lord was c le a r ly in furi ated by Wi l l i am s ' pre ­

ten sions and vi s ion s o f  se l f-g rande ur so he te rm in ated the 

9 .  Wi l li ams to Macq uarie , 7 Novembe r 1 8 1 3 ,  C02 01/1 31 , 
f . 4 32 b - 4 3 3a ; B . T . Box 1 3 ,  pp . 6 7 4 - 7 . ' / 

1 0 . Wi l l i am s  to Mac.q uarie , 1 8  Septemb er 1 8 1 4 , C02 0 1 /1 31 , 
f .  4 2 8 b ; B .  T .  ; Box 1 3 ,  pp . 8 2  4 -5 . 
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neg oti a ti ons and wi thdrew hi s and B lax ce l l ' s  s upport for 
. 11 " ' . . f . . 11  �'Vl. J. ams pe tJ. tJ.on or e.'ll an cl.patJ. on . 

A fte r he was re j e cted by the Company Wi l li am s  e i the r 

approached or was approache d· by Sam ue l Marsden wi th a 

propos al that he j oin the CMS se tt lement at New Ze alan d .  

En couraged by Marsden ' s  inte re s t , and beca use he considered 

his work to be a p ub li c  se r vi ce , Wi l li am s  peti tione d Gove rnor 

Macq uarie for emancipation . This move was also prompted by 

the fact that he was ag ain in financial  di f fi c ulti e s . Not , he 

be lie ve d ,  thro ugh hi s own incompe ten ce , b ut because the 

prom i s sory note currency in New South Wa le s enabled some 

me rchants to uti l i ze the sys tem to the i r  own advan tag e . In 

practise thi s  me ant that Wi l li am s  was paid on ly when the 

inte re s t  rate on i s s uing bi l l s  was low , a ltho UJ h  when he use d  

the note s to pay h i s  pre s sing creditors they wo ul d  accept them 

oruy a fte r de ducting a he avy disco un t . Thi s  le ft him in the 
1 2  posi tion whe re his cos ts an d income we re a lmos t the s ame . 

Be cause he was a con vict Wi l l i am s  could not s ue  hi s debtors or 

seek leg al rem edy ag ains t  the sharp mone tary pract i ces  o f  the 

me rchants . Macq uarie ini ti a l ly g ran ted Wi l li am s '  req ue s t  

for em an cipation . Howe ve r h e  then re scinded the orde r ,  Wi l li am s  

c l aLmed , i n  re sponse to a le tter sent to the Governor by 

Sim e on Lord . Thi s le tter had pre s um ably denig rated Wi lliam s ' 

characte r .  In re turn Wi l liam s  de ri ved some co ld com fort from 
1 3  the fai l ure o f  the Company ' s  e fforts at New Ze aland . 

11 . 

1 2 . 

1 3 . 

Wi l l i am s  to Macq uarie , 1 8  Septembe r 1 81 4 ,  C02 01 /1 31 , 
f . 42 9 a ;  B . T . , Box 1 3 , p .  8 2 6 ; Lo rd and Wi lliam s  
propose d ag reemen ts , n . d . C02 01 /1 31 , f . 4 2 lb-42 5 a ; 
B . T . , Box 1 3 , pp . 7 2 9 - 7 4 2 ; H . R . N . Z . ,  I ,  4 7 0 - 4 ; 
Wi l l i am s  to Lord , n . d . , C02 0 1 /1 31 , f .  4 2 5b-c ; B . T . , 
Box 1 3 , pp . 7 4 3-5 ; Lord to Wi lli am s , n . d . , C02 0 1 /1 31 , 
f . 4 2 6b ; B . T . , Box 1 3 , p .  7 4 5 . 

Wi lliams to Jone s & Ri ley , C02 0 1 /1 31 , f . 4 4 4b-4 4 8a ;  
B . T . , Box 1 5 ,  pp . l 5 8 3- 9 3 ;  Hainsworth , B ui lde rs , 
pp . 5 7 - 8 . 

Wi l liams to Macq uarie , 1 7  No vembe r  1 81 4 , B . T . , Box 
1 3 , p .  8 6 1 . 
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Wi l l i am s  re t urne d  to his  b usine s s  an d i n  Apri l 

1 81 5  he ann o un ce d  that he had re cei ve d  three h un dredwe ight 

o f  ' New Ze a l an d  hemp ' from the cargo o f  the A cti ve and tha t  
h e  w a s  work i ng i t  for p ub li c  s a le . 1 4  In fact he did not do 
thi s becaus e  hi s New Z e a l and flax dre s s i ng m a chine "�;las not 
wo rking at tha t  time . In ste ad he s ub s ti t uted some twine 

he had work e d  pre vi o us ly and whi ch he had in stock . Marsden ' s  

re spon se was to send the rope to Eng l and for te s ting and 

to req ue s t  h i s  P aren t  Socie ty to pre s s  for Wi l li am s ' 

eman cipation so that he c o uld go to New Z e a l an d  to e s tab lish 
15  a ropewalk there . Wi l liam s  was so encourag e d  by thi s  

re spon se that , i n  an ticipation o f  a con tract to dre s s  a l l  

the CMS import s o f  flax , he p urchase d more m achinery and 

b ui l t  a new and l arge r  m a chine . The CMS , howe ve r , de cide d  

that the re s ults o f1 the te s ts on Marsden ' s  s amp le s  we re 

e n co urag ing eno ugh for them to spon sor a ropewalk o f  the i r  

own i n  New S o uth Wale s .  Thus wi th g o ve rnmen t a s s i s tan ce , i n  

the fo rm o f  the provi s ion o f  con vict l aboure rs and a s ui table 

b ui lding , the CMS became Wi l liam s ' compe ti tor rathe r than 
1 6  h i s  patron . 

Wi l li am s  de spai red o f  j oining another e n te rpri se 

and s o  de vi se d  a p l an to e s tabli sh his own s e t tl ement in 

n orthe rn New Z e a l and . In May 1 81 6  he s ubm i tte d thi s  p l an 

to Macq uarie , at the Gove rnor ' s  req ue s t , tog e the r wi th 

samples  o f  hi s work . 1 7  Then in Apri l 1 81 7  he _ s ubmi tted 

another a lmost i denti cal Hemori al and further s amples o f  

flax whi ch Macq uarie forwarde d to London toge ther wi th h i s  

re commendation that Wi l l i am s ' work and p l an b e  a c corded a 

1 4 . S . G . , 2 9  Apri l 1 81 5 . 

1 5 .  Marsden to Pratt , 30  June 1 81 5 , S .  Marsden , 
Corre spondence , ( DU : Ho ,  MS 5 5 /9 ) . 

1 6 . Wi l liam s  to Marsden , Ll 8 l l7 ,  C02 01/l 3l , f . 4 4 0b- 4 4 2 a ;  
B . T . , Box 1 5 , pp . l 5 76 - 8 2 . \ 

1 7 .  Wi l li am s  to Macq uarie , 2 4  May 1 8 1 6 , B . T . , Box 1 5 , 
pp . l 4 0 0 - 8 ; Wi l liam s  to Macquari e , 6 J une 1 8 1 6 , 
C02 0 l /1 31 , f . 4 36b ; B . T . , Box 1 5 , p . . 1 4 0 9 . 
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1 8  favo urab le re sponse from the Bri tish governmen t .  The 

Colon i a l  O ffi ce re fe rred thi s  de spatch and the samples to 

the Admi ra lty for the i r  ' con s ide ration & opinion how far i t  

wo uld be de cent ( ? ) He to encour age the Memori a li s t  in the 

exe c uti on �o f theJ proj ect whi ch form s  the s ub j ect o f  h i s  

1 •  • 1 1 9  app l c at lon . 

Lord B athurs t ' s  rep ly to Macq uarie ' s  despatch was 

date d 2 1  July 1 8 1 8 .  It enc losed the re s ults o f  the tes ts on 

Wi l liam s ' r ope and dre ssed phorm i um  and the opinQon that 

' the New Zealand Arti c le i s  we aker than the Rig a  and Chi l i  

Hemp ne a r l y  i n  the propor tion o f  one thi rd • . 2 0  Thi s  was 

tempe red in the report o f  the men who di d the te s ts by thei r  

comment that the sample was too sm a l l  for de fini t i ve an alys i s  

and tha t  the flax imbibed tar we l l  and had the poten ti al to 
2 1  make fine can vas . Bath ur s t  di d n o t  o f fe r Macq uarie any 

ad vi ce on what to do wi th regard to Wi l li am s ' app lication , 

d h h d h .  2 2  an · e appe ars to a ve one not lng . 

Me anwh i le Wi l liam s  con tin t:ed to expe riment wi th New 

Zea l and flax to the de trimen t o f  his  b usine s s . Th us in 

February 1 82 0  he obtained permi s s ion to go on board HMS 

Drome dary , whi ch was lying i n  Sydney , to te s t  hi s flax rope 

ag ain s t  s ampl e s  o f  Eng l i s h  rope on board the ship . Whi le the 

two Eng l i s h  ropes  broke unde r the we igh ts 4 tons 3cwt and 4 

ton s 4 cvlt 3 qrs re spective ly ,  Wi l l i am s ' rope on ly g ave way 

unde r 5 tons 1 9  cwt . 2 3  Thi s  demon s tration impre s se d  

1 8 .  Macq uarie to Bath urs t ,  1 Apri l 1 8 1 7 , enc losing 
Wi l li ams to Macquarie , [Jl Ma rch or 1 Apri l? 1 81 7 , 
C02 0 1 / 8 4 , f . 6 3b- 6 6 b ; C02 01/1 31 , f . 3 9 2 b - 3 9 3b ,  4 37b-
4 3 9 a ; NSW : Gove rnors ' De spatche s : 1 8 1 7 -1 8 1 8 , ( NPL/ 
M ,  Al l 9 1 ) , pp . l 3 3-5 , 1 37 - 9 ; H . R . A , l ,  I X , 2 6 4 - 7 ; H . R . N . Z . ,  
I I 4 0 9 -1 3 .  

1 9 .  Dra ft note , C02 01 / 8 4 , f . 6 4 a .  

2 0 .  Adm i ralty to Co lon i a l  Offi ce , 2 2  June 1 81 8 , C02 01/ 9 1 , 
f . 8b- 9 a ; H . R . A . , l , I X ,  81 8 .  ' 

2 1 . J .  Haite & W .  Fenwi ck to Adm i ra lty , 1 0  June 1 8 1 8 ,  
C02 0 1 / 9 1 , f . l 2b-1 4 a ;  H . R . A . , 1 ,  I X ,  81 9 - 2 0 ; H . R. N . Z . ) 
I ,  4 32 . 

2 2 . B athurs t to Macquarie , 2 1  July 1 81 8  and en clos ure s , 
C02 0 1 / 9 1 , f . 7b-1 4 a ;  H . R . A . , 1 ,  I X ,  81 8 - 2 0 .  

2 3 . S . G . , 1 2  February 1 82 0 .  
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Cornmmi s s ione r Bigge who had arri ved i n  New So uth Wales on the 

Dromedary and who was charged wi th inve s tig ating the potenti a l  

o f  colon i a l  i ndus try . Bigge took ex ten s i ve te s timony from 

Wi l l i am s  about his  work and took furthe r s amp le s o f  flax fo r 

te sting in Eng l and . These te sts also proved the s uperiori ty 

o f  Wi l li am s ' rope and Bigge was moved to de vote ar • large space 

to Wi l li am s ' work in h i s  p ub li shed report on the ag ric ul t ure 

and trade o f  New South W a le s . Bigge re commende d  that New 

Ze a l and fl ax be ex ten s i ve ly c ulti vated in New S o uth Wale s , 

that Wi l li am s ' p atent be p urchased by the governmen t and 

that hi s work be en couraged by the purchasing o f  h i s  rope for 

1 1  h 1 . h 1 . 1 . 2 4  a t e ve s s e  s 1n t e co on1 a  serv1 ce . 

Wi l l i am s  was ag ain being pre s se d  by h i s c re ditors . 

In February 1 82 2  Underwood and Le vey s ue d  him for deb t .  The 

Sydney Ga ze tte announ ced that Wi l l iams was having to se l l  h i s  
2 5  ropewo rk s to p ay the debt b ut the next week reported that 

he had not sold and was con tinuing b us ine s s  as us ua 1 . 2 6  

Apparent ly the gove rnment had o ffe red t o  advance 

Wi l l i am s  money to keep h i s  c reditors at b ay , in re turn fo r 

whi ch he ag reed to accompany the colon i a l  n a va l  ve s s e l  Snappe r 

on a voyage to New Zealan d .  News o f  the prom i se o f  money and 

h i s future p rospects ini t i a l ly s ati s fied Wi l l i am s ' credi tors 

b ut by Septembe r 1 8 2 2  they we re again preparing to p roceed 

ag ain s t  him . 2 7  The gove rnmen t then comrn i tteed i tse l f  to the 

Sn apper voy ag e , and Wi l li am s  and h i s  a s s igned se rvant 

Ben j amin Ellesy we re apparen tly on board the ve s se l  when i t  

le ft Port Jack son o n  7 No vember 1 8 2 2 . 2 8  The voyage wo uld 

2 4 .  J . T .  Bigge , Report on the State o f  Agri c ul t ure and 
Trade in the Col ony o f  New South Wale s , London , 1 82 3 ,  
pp . 5 2 - 3 . 

2 5 .  S .  G . , 8 February 1 8 2 2 . 

2 6 . S . G . , 1 5  February 1 82 2 . 

2 7 .  Wi l l i am s  to Colon i al Se cre tary , 1 8  Septembe r 1 82 2 , 
NSW : Colon i al Secre tary : Le tte rs Re ce i ve d , 1 82 2 , 
( AONSW , 4/1 7 5 3 ,  Bundle 1 6 , i tem 1 8 0 ) . 

2 8 .  Co lon i a l  Se cre tary to Harbour Mas te r , 7 October 1 82 2 , 
NSW : Co lon i a l  Se cre tary : Cop i e s  o f  Le t te rs Sent wi thin 
the Co lony , 2 8  June - 2 8  November 1 82 2 , ( AONSW , 
4 / 3 5  0 6 _) ; S .  G .  , 8 Novembe r 1 8 2 2 . 
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h a ve re t urned Wi l li am s  to the so uth o f  the S o uth I s l an d  whe re , 

nine years earli e r , he had ad vocated e s tabli shing a se ttle ­

men t . Like the e ar l i e r  vi s i t  thi s voy age a l s o  p ro ve d  a di s ­

appoin tment for Wi l l i ams . H i s  flax d re s s ing m achine s we re 

snee re d  at , e ven by the Maori s ,  when the larg e s t  whi ch was 

ope rated by ten men fai led to pro d uce flax as rap idly as 

one Maori woman with a she l 1 .
2 9  

Howe ve r i t  i s  pos s i b le tha t  Wi l l i am s  d i d  n ot 

accompany the Sn appe r and thi s  m ay acco un t  fo r the poor 

per fo rman ce o f  hi s m a chine s . The Gove rnor re ce i ved a le tte r 

from Wi l l i am s  date d Sydney 2 1  No vembe r  1 8 2 2 , a time when the 

Sn appe r was in New Z e a l an d . In i t  Wi l li am s  ag ain asked for 

fin anci al he lp , to keep h i s  cred i to rs at bay . He s tre s se d  hi s 

contrib ution to the body o f  know l e dge abo ut New Ze aland flax , 

he t a lked o f  a depre s si on in the ropemak ing b usine s s , he 

wan te d twenty ass igne d con vi cts to boost his produc ti on o f  

rope and he o ffe red to s upe rintend the g o ve rnment ' s  s cheme 

t 1 t h 
. ' h 1 

30  Th t d '  d o p an p orm l um  ln New Sout Wa e s . e g o ve rnmen l 

not appear to be p repared to ag ain come to the re s c ue . 

In Febr uary 1 82 4 , in the s ame month as the Bigg e  

Report wi th i ts g l owing comments on Wi l li am s ' work a rri ve d  

i n  the colony , Wi l li ams sold h i s  fl ax dre s s ing an d cordage 

work s to John Cowe l l . Cowe l l  had pre vi o us ly been emp loyed by 

the CMS to te a ch and expe riment w i th the dre s s ing o f  fl ax at 

the i r  s tation in the Bay o f  I s l ands an d had ten years 

expe rien ce i n  the King ' s  Dockyard i n  London be fore that . 31 

Wi thin a ye ar Cowe l l  had the b usine s s  in a s tate whe re he 
32 

c o ul d  work up 1 0 0  ton s o f  flax pe r ann um . As fo r Wi l l i am s , 

he di s appe are d from view a fte r Cowe l l  took o ve r  and i s  

pre s umed to h ave died b roken and penni le s s . 

2 9 . A . C .  and N . C . Begg , Port P re se r vation , Chri s tch urch , 
1 9  7 3 '  p .  1 36 .  

30 . wt l l i ams to Colon i a l  Se cre tary , 2 1  Novembe r 1 82 7 ,  
( AONSW , 4 /1 7 5 3 ,  Bund le 1 6 , i tem 1 82 )  •. 

31 . S .  G . , 1 9  February 1 8 2 4 .  

32 . S .  G . , 4 Jan uary 1 82 7 .  
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Robe rt Wi l l i ams was not direct ly re spon s i b le for 

the col le ction o f  m uch more than a hand ful o f  New Ze a l an d  

fl ax . H e  was in mo s t  re spects a pathe ti c characte r .  He 

was a dreame r .  Ye t i t  was h i s  commitment and vi s ion whi ch 

encour ag e d  merch an ts and g o ve rnments to serio us ly consi de r  

the value o f  New Ze a l and flax an d i ts poten ti a l  for s upp. ly­

i ng c an va s  and ropes  for ships . His dogged pe rse veran ce 

e a rne d him the commendation o f  Governor Macquarie , S am ue l  

Mars den and Comm i s s ione r Bigge , a l l  o f  whom he h ad 

con vi n ced o f  hi s s i n ce rity an d the va l ue o f  hi s work . The 

ex ten t  o f  h i s  in fl ue n ce on the fl ax trade and g o ve rnment 

poli cy-m ak ing wi l l  ne ver be me as ured , b ut his role in 

promoting phormi um d uring the late 1 8 1 0 s  and early 1 82 0 s 

at a time when m any o f  the de ci sions whi ch late r  a f fe c te d  

the trade we re being m ade , s ing led him o ut as a s igni fi c an t  

contri b utor to the New Ze a lan d flax t rade . 
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AP PEN D I X  2 

TRAN S - TASMAN VES S E L  MOVEMENTS , JANUARY 1 8 1 8  - DECEMBER 1 8 2 7  

P RIN C I PAL OF VOYAGE 

Timber/ 
Wha le r/ F l ax 

Gov ' t S e a le r  Mi s s i on s  Me rchan ts Othe r 

N unber o f  
1 5  3 3  1 3  1 8  3 

e n t ri e s  i n to 
co l on i a l  p o r t s  
from N e w  Z e a l and 

N unber o f  
de part ure s from 1 9  2 0  1 2  1 8  4 
c o l on i al po r t s  
t o  New Ze al and 

N umb e r  of ve s se l s  
wi th timb er o r  7 4 2 1 5 2 
fl ax a s  part o f  
the i nwards 
c a rg o  

n. = 1 5 5  

( S o urce s : S . G . , 1 81 8 -1 82 8 ;  New S o uth Wa le s A lm an a c ls: 1 8 1 8 - 1 82 9 ;  
H.T . G . , 1 8 1 8 -1 8 2 8 ;  VDL : C us tom s: R�g i_§ t:.e r ·' 

_ 

o f  Ships En te re d Inwards an d Cle ared O utwards a t  
Hob a r t  1 8 2 4 - 5 Jan uary 1 8 3 0 ( AOT , CUS 2 9 ) . ) 
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VOLU�lliS AND VALUES OF FLAX IMPORTE D  
INTO NEW S OUTH WALES FROM NEW ZEALAND1 

ANNUALLY1 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 4 0  

3 4 8  

CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS
! 

DAVIDSON
2 

CUS T  6
3 .  

Y E A R  
Vo lume Value Volume Value Volume Value 
( tons) (i Stg) ( ton s )  ( i Stg) ( tons )  (j: Stg) 

1830 841 1 9 ; 60 3  8 4 1  19 , 60 0  

1 8 3 1  1 , 2 140 2 6 , 004 1 , 2 40 2 6 , 000 

1832 7 89 14 , 2 34 7 89 14 1 2  30 9 3 1 . 5  1 7 , 6 1 8  

1 8 3 3  2 80 3 , 5 6 4  2 80 3 , 560 2 82 3 , 56 4  

1 8 3 4  362 . 5  7 , 1 79 5 6 3  7 , 180 562 . 5  7 , 38 1  

1 8 3 5  149 1 , 76 3  149 1 , 760 148 1 , 76 3  

1836 150 . 5  2 , 15 0  1 5 1  2 , 15 0  145 2 , 0 9 7  

18 3 7  5 1  7 30 2 3  460 

1 8 3 8  95 1 , 5 16 4 1  7 3 5  

1839 8 85 6 8  1 , 0 3 5  

1840 4 14 2 1  3 9 8  

l .  Figures for 18 3 1 , 1 8 3 3- 1840 - NSW : Col onial Se cre tary : Re turns o f  
the Colony ; 

F igure s for 1 8 30 - S . G . ,  5 July 1831 ; 
Figure s for 183 2  - S . G . ,  3 1 .  January. 183 .2 . 

2 .  J .W .  Davidson , ' Europe an Penetration o f  the South Paci fic , 
1 7 79-1842 ' ,  Ph . D  the sis , Cambridge , 1942 , pp . 39 3-4 . 

3 .  GB : Customs : Imports into Co lonies by Country , 1832 - 1840 � 
( CUST 6/1-9 ) • 
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APPENDIX 4 

VALUES OF TIMBER I MPORTED INTO NEW 
S OUTH WALES FROM NEW ZEALAND, ANNUALLY1 1 8 30 -1 8 4 0  

Y E A R  CONTEMPORARY . DAVIDsm? CUST 6 3 

ACCOUNTS! 

Value Value Value 
(f Stg) ( 5: Stg) ( f Stg ) 

1 8 30 1 , 789 

1 8 3 1  4 , 710 4 , 70 7  

1832 3 , 664 

1 8 3 3  6 , 11 7  

1834 7 34 

1 8 3 5  l , 94 4  1 , 900 2 , 12 5  

1836 3 , 46 2  3 , 4 40 2 , 286 

1 8 3 7  2 , 75 5  2 , 680 1 , 600 

1 8 3 8  1 , 5 7 1  1 , 550 2 , 7 32 

1839 1 , 8 3 1  2 , 3 80 3 , 0 1 8  

1840 4 , 8 1 7  5 , 760 12 , 19 7  

1 .  NSW : Col onial Se cretary : Re turns o f  the Colony , 1 8 30 , 1835 -40 . 

2 .  J .W .  Davidson , ' Europe an Penetration o f  the South Paci fic , 
1 7 79- 1842 ' ,  Ph . D  the s is , Cambridge , 1942 , p . 39 3 .  

3 .  GB : Cus toms : Imports into Colonies by Country , 1 8 3 2 - 1840 , 
( CUST 6/l-9 ) . ( fi gure for 1 8 3 1  from P .  Adams , Fatal Ne ce s s i ty : 

British In te rvention in New Zealand , 1 8 30-184 7 ,  Auckland , 
1 9 7 7 , p .  2 49 . )  
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APPENDI X 5 

VALUES OF FLAX AND TI MBER IMPORTE D 
INTO VAN DIEMEN ' S  LAN D  FROM NEW 

ZEALAND , ANNUALLY , 1 8 .32 -1 8 3 9  

YEAR FLAX TIMBER 

Val ue Val ue 
( I  S tg )  ( .£ S tg ) 

1 8 32 3 , 6 0 0  

1 8 3 3 36  2 ' 8  35  

1 8 34 1 5 1  3 , 8 8 8  

1 8 35 4 9  3 , 1 2  3 

1 8 36 3 '  35 0 

1 8 37 

1 8 38 4 0  2 '  3 8 0  

1 8 39 6 , 5 0  3 

3 5 0  

( So urce : GB : Cus toms : Import s into Colonies  by 
Country , 1 8 32 -1 8 39 , ( C UST 6 /l - 8 ) . )  



APPENDIX 6 

TOTALS OF VESSELS ARRIVING AT 
COLONIAL P ORTS FROM NEW ZEALAND 
AND OF VES S ELS DEP ARTING FROM 
COLON I AL PORTS FOR NEW ZEALAND , 
ANNUALLY , 1 81 5 -1 8 39 .  

3 5 1  
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VESSELS DEPARTING SYDNEY FOR 
NEW ZEALAND 1815 - 1839 
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Year 

Source : S. G . . 1815 - 1840 
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VESSELS 
NEW 

1820 

ENTERING HOBART FROM 
- 1839 ZEALAND 1818 

1825 1830 

Year 

Sources : H.T. G. ( Bent) , 1818 - 1824 

H.T. G. ( Ross & Howe) and H.T.C. , 1825 - 1832 

VDL : Customs Department : Registers of Ships Entered Inwards and 

Cleared Outwards , 1833 - 1839 , (AOT, CUS 31 , 34 , 35 ) 
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VESSELS 
NEW 

1820 

DEPARTING HOBART FOR 
ZEALAND 1818 1839 

1825 1830 

Year 

1835 

Sources • H . T G . ( Bent ) . 1818 - 1824 

H . T. G .  ( Ross & Howe ) and H . T C. . 1825 - 1832 

VDL • Customs Department : Registers of Ships Entered Inwards and 

Cleared Outwards . 1833 - 1839 . ( AOT, C US 31 , 34 , 35 ) 
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VESSELS ENTERING LAUNCESTON FROM 
NEW ZEALAND 1829 - 1839 

6 

1830 1835 

Year 

Sources : L .  A . ,  1829 - 1837 

C. C . ,  1838 - 1840 

VESSELS DEPARTING LAUNCESTON FOR 
NEW ZEALAND 1829 - 1839 

6 

1830 1835 

Year 

Sources : L. A .  , 1829 - 1837 

C. C. , 1838 - 1840 
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NOTE · TO APPENDIX 6 

Appendix 6 shows the ann ual totals o f  ve s se l s  
de s ig n ated a s  arri ving f+om o r  departing for ' New Zealand ' 
be tween 1 81 5  and 1 8 39 .  

Many contemporary so urce s pro vide fig ure s for 
co lon i a l  shipping arri vals and departure s ;  they provi de 
alm os t  as many di fferent to tals for ann ual and m onthly 
ve s se l  m ovements . There fore rathe r than pre senting al l 
the di f fe rent fig ure s, and in orde r to provide a c le ar 
indication o f  trends in trans -Tasman shipping , on ly some 
of the a vailable data is represented in these g raphs . 

. The so urce s used in con s tr ucting the g raphs were 
those whi ch con s i s tently g a ve the highe s t  fig ure for 
ann ual ve s sel  movements . Thi s  de ci sion was m ade on the 
g ro tmds that , as ve sse l s  we re us ually li sted by name , i t  
i s  un like ly that the se s o ur ces  had o ve r-e s tim ated the 
ann ua l  total o f  trans-Tasm an shipping . 



APPENDIX 7 

VOLUMES AND VALUES OF NEW ZEALAND 
FLAX RE -EXPORTED FROM NEW SOUTH 
WALES , ANNUALLY , 1 8 2 6  - 1 8 3 7 

3 5 8  

YEAR CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS
! 

T A P P 2 DAVIDSON3 

Volume Va lue Vol ume Val ue Volume Value 
( tons )  ( ! Stg) ( tons ) o . stg) ( ton s )  ( £ Stg)  

1826 (58 b ales ) 50 5 8  5 0  ( 5 8  bale s )  

182 7 ( 95 6 . 7  cwt) 1 , 7 86 1 , 706 49 1 , 8 10 

182 8 60 2 , 600 60 2 , 600 60 2 , 600 

1829 2 70 7 , 2 3 1  2 70 7 , 2 3 1 2 70 7 , 2 30 

1830 602 14 , 406 602 1 4 , 2 2 6  

1 8 3 1  75 1 . 8  16 , 376 75 1 . 7 5  16 , 35 3 752 1 6 , 360 

1832 806 . 5  15 , 949 806 . 5  1 5 , 949 806 15 , 95 0  

1 8 3 3  2 11 . 05 3 , 345 2 1_1 3 ,  340 2ll_ 3 , 34 0  

1834 369 5 , 568 369 5 , 560 369 5 , 5 70 

1 8 35 2 44 3 , 70 7  2 75 . 5  4 , 18 7  2 76 4 , 19 0  

1 8 36 2 8  2 8  4 2 0  2 8  4 2 0  

18 3 7  3 

1 .  Figure s for 182 6 , 1 82 7 ,  1829-1834 - NSW : Co lon ial Secre tary , 
Re turn s o f  the Colony ( S . H . , l6 
February 1835 stated the volume 
for 1 8 3 4  as 3 9 1  tons ) ;  

Figures for 1828 - S .G . T .L . ,  2 3  July 182 9 ; 
Figure s - for 1835 - S . G . , 9 February 1836 ; 
Figures for 1836 , 1 8 3 7 - S . H . ,  19 March 1838 . 

2 .  E . J .  Tapp , Early New Zealand , A Dependency o f  New South Wales , 
1788- 184 1 ,  M� lbourne , 1958 , p .  1 7 8 .  

3 .  J .W .  Davidson , ' Europe an Pene tration o f  the South Paci fi c ,  1 7 7 9 -1842 ' ,­

Ph . D  thes is , Cambridge , 1942 , p .  394 . 
I 



APPENDIX 8 

VALUES OF RE-EXPORTS OF NEW ZEALAND 
FLAX FROM NEW SOUTH WALES EXP RE S S ED 
AS A P ERCENTAGE OF THE VALUE OF 
IMPORTS OF PHORMIUM INTO THAT 
COLONY , ANNUALLY , 1 8 30 -1 8 37 

YEAR PERCENTAGE 

1 8 3 0 7 2  

1 8  31 6 1  

1 8  32 1 0 2 

1 8 3 3 7 5  

1 8  3 4  9 4  

1 8 35 1 6 4 

1 8 36 5 5  

1 8  37 3 

Ave r age Ann ual 
Pe rce n t age 7 9  

( So ur ce s : As for Appendi ce s  3 and 7 )  

3 5 9 , 



APPENDIX 9 

TONNAGES OF FLAX IMPORTE D  
INTO NEW SOUTH WALES F ROM 

3 6 0  

NEW Z EALAND , MON'I'HLY , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 39 .  



'· MONTH 

J a n u a ry 

Fe b r ua ry 

Ma rch 

Ap r i  1 
May 

J u n e  

J u l y  

Au g u s t  
Sep tembe r 

O c tober I 
Novembe r 
December 

TOTAL S 
---------- ----------

" 

1 829 

Tons 

26 

0 . 5  

92 . 5  

7 
30 

1 56 
- -- -

( a )  P 1 us 7 ba 1 e s 

( e )  P l us 7 5  bund l es 

( i )  3 hund redwe i g ht 

n 

2 

1 

3 

1 
1 

8 

TONNAG E S  O F  F LAX I M PORT E D  I NTO N E W  SOUTH WAL E S  FROM NEW Z EALAN D, MO NT H L Y , 1 82 9- 1 83 9 , 

T O G ET H E R  w •TH THE NUMB E R  O F  CAR G O E S  EACH MONTH ( n )  

1 8 30 1 8 3 1  1 8 32 

Ton s n Ton s n Tons n 

6 1  2 6 5  2 1 56 4 

3 1  3 80 1 1 1 8  4 

1 9 3 5 0 . 5  1 

7 1 . 5  5 1 4 3 4 

52 3 1 6 9 4 28 1 

1 7  1 70 2 1 1  2 

75  2 25
( b )  

1 6 3 . 5  1 

86 4 1 2 4 . 5  6 85 2 

1 90 4 1 0  1 

1 4 1  6 1 5 5 6 5 1 

94 ( a )  5 74 4 1 8 . 5  
)
2 

22 . 5  2 34 . 5
(c 

3 

579 . 5  28 1 2 1 7  40 6 7 3  2 6  

( b )  P l u s 2 9  ba l e s 

( f )  24 ba l e s ,  5 3  bund l e s 

(j ) P l u s 27 ba l es 

YEAR 
1 83 3  1 8 34 1 83 5  

Ton s 

54 

1 3  

1 7 5 

3 

1 8  

2 

8 

273 

n Tons n Ton s n 

2 

1 4  1 

1 1 9 3 3 45 1 

1 

1 1 30 1 

2 8  2 60 ( d )  2 
1 9 1 

1 

2 208 1 45  1 

9 582 9 1 50 4 

( c )  P l u s 700 ba s ke t s  

( g )  P l u s 2 5  bund l e s ,  8 4  b a l es 

(k)  P l u s 3 hund redwe i gh t  

1 8 36 1 8 3 7  1 8 38 

Ton s n Ton s n Ton s n 

26 . 5  2 5 l 
2 5  1 1 1 0 . 5  1 

30 1 

40 ( e )  2 5 jg l 4 

( f )  1 2 0  1 

52  1 
1 4  1 6 4 ( h )  6 

6 1 

1 0  1 2 1 
1 . 5 1 

1 4 3 : 5  7 5 5  4 1 04 . 5  1 6  

( d )  P l u s 3 hun d redwe i g h t  

( h )  P l u s 5 hund redwe i g h t  

( Sou rces : S . G . , 1 829- 1 840 ; S . H . , 1 83 1 - 1 840 ; S . G . T . L . , 1 82 9 - 1 830 , 1 83 4 - 1 840)  

1 8 39 

Ton s n 

( i )  2 

0 . 5  1 

5 1 

1 8 { j )  3 

3 . 5  2 

8 1 

1 .  5 1 

o . s( k )z 

37 1 3  

-

w 
0'\ 
1-' 



TONNAGES OF FLAX IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES FROM NEW ZEALAND, MONTHLY, 1829 - 1839 
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NOTE TO APPENDI X 9 

These data do no t account fo r a l l  the fl ax - re l ate d 
voyag e s  or fo r a l l  the flax importe d into New So uth Wale s 
from New Zealand d uring the de cade o f  the 1 8 30 s . What they 
do rep re s en t  i s  the m os t  de tai led an aly s i s  that i s  
pos s i b le g i ven the pa uc i ty and sele cti vi ty o f  the contemp­
o ra ry s o urce s .  The data we re ex tracted from newspape r 
shipp ing col unns (wh i ch o ften depended on a reporte r be ing 
on the dock at the rig ht tim e ) and the Sydney Gene ral 
Trade Li s t  whi ch was comp i led from C us tom s Ho use re cords by 
a c us tom s c l e rk , Natthew Greg son . 

J us t  how repre sen tati ve the se flg ure s are can be 
te s te d  by comparing the ann ual tota l s  from this tab le wi th 
the total s compi le d  e ach year by the c us toms o f fi ci a ls 
( Appendix 3)  . 'l'he to tals are ve ry sim i lar an d ce rtain ly 
fo l l ow the s am e  trends . One vari ant i s  the total o f  5 79 . 5  
ton s for 1 8 30 whi ch i s  4 5  pe rcent lowe r than that de ri ve d  
from c us tom s  sources . The re ason for thi s  was that the 
s o urce use d  fo r that year was the Sydney Gaze tte whe re the 
prin ting o f  thi s  in form ation was , at be st , haphaz ard . Also 
any attempts to s upp lemen t the newspape r in fonn ation from 
the Harbour Mas te r ' s Dai ly Reports o f  shipping an d carg oe s  
pro ve d  fr ui tle s s  a s  the e n  trie s for 1 8  30 are also vag ue 
reg a rding the amo unt o f  flax act ual ly imported . Mo re o ve r  
the fig ure he re fo"r the tonnage o f  fl ax im porte d d uring 
1 8 34 s uppo rts those o f  CUST 6 and Davidson rather than that 
de ri ve d  from the ' Re turn s ' .  Sig n i fi can t ly the totals in 
Appendix 9 (which wo ul d un de rstate rathe r than o ve rs tate 
the total imports )  fo r flax imports in 1 8 37 and 1 8 38 ,  
ex cee d  those in Appendix 3 .  

Th i s  rai se s the q ue s tion o f  how re l i able any o f  the se 
fig ure s are . I t  is not only a problem whi ch conce rns 
h i s to ri an s . Con temporary e vi dence a l s o  casts do Ub ts on the 
a c c ur acy o f  c us tom s  re cords s uch as those used to compi le 
the ' Re t urn s ' .  When Co lone l Dumare sq q ue s ti one d Mr Be l l  
abo ut the am o un t  o f  flax whi ch was imported from New 
Zea land , Be l l  rep lied that it was impos sible to e s tim ate . 
Spe ak ing in No vem ber 1 8 31 he said that the most that could 
h a ve been imported in one ye ar was 1 0 0 0 -1 2 0 0  ton s . Howe ve r 
he adde d that i t  was impos sib le to rep ly on c us toms fig ure s  
be c a use m er chan ts always ove rs tate d the s i ze o f  the carg o 
they had im porte d . l Be l l  did not e laborate on why the 
me rch an t s  m ight have done thi s .  Howe ve r  because New Ze a l and 
prod uce e n te red into New South Wa le s duty free an d 
appe a re d  to pay no whar fage the re was no cos t  in ove rstating 
the s i ze o f  imports . 

1 .  Be l l  to D un are sq , encl ose d in Dumare sq to H ay 1 8 31 ,  
C02 0 1 /2 2  3 ,  f .  36 3b . 



YEAR 

1829 

1831 

1832 

1 8 3 3  

1834 

1835 

1 8 36 

1 8 3 7  

1 8 3 8  

1 8 39 , 

MONTH 

February 
June 
Apri l 
July 
August 
Septembe r 
October 
November 
January 
July 
Augus t 
January 

February 
March 
Apri l 

May 
September 
October 
November 
February 
June 
July 
March 
April 
May 
November 

January 

January 

Apri l & 
De cember 

August & 
Novembe r 

Septembe r 
& De cember 

November 

3 6 4  

. APPENDIX 1 0  

FLAX PRICES IN NEW SOUTH WALES 

1 8 2 9 -1 8 3 9 

PRICE 
( i Stg) 

30 
20 
2 2  
18-2 0 
2 0  
18 
1 3  
18-2 0  
1 7  
15 
16- 18 
16- 18 

15 
18 
11 & 15 

11- 14 
18-2 0  
1 8  
16 
12 - 16 
12 -15 
15 
12-14 
13-15 
11-13 
11- 12 

& 15 
11-16 

& 18 
11-18 

& 20 
1 1-12 

& 2 0  
11-12 

& 20 
1 1 - 1 3  

& 15 
30 

SOURCE 

S . G . ,  7 February 182 9 1 

S . G . , 9 June 1829 
S .H . ,  18 April 1831 
S . H . , 4 July 1831 
s . G . ,  2 3 August 1831 
S .G . ,  2 0  Septembe r 1831 
H . T . C . ,  8 October 18 3 1  
S . G . ,  1 7  November 18 3 1  
S . G . ,  2 1  January 1832 
s .H . ,  16 July 1832 
S . H . ,  2 3 Augus t 1832 
S . G . ,  2 6- January 1 8 3 3  
S . H . ,  10 January 1 8 3 3  
s . G . ,  8 February 1 8 3 4  
S .H . ,  3 March 1834 
S . G .T . L . ,  19 April 1834 
S .H . ,  21 Apr i l  1834 
S .G . ,  10 May 1834 
S .H . ,  4 September 18 3 4  
S .H . ,  9 October 1834 
S . H . ,  27 November 1834 
S .H . ,  16 February 1835 
S .G . , 9 June 1835 
We l le r  Corre spondence2 

S .H . ,  2 1  March 1836 
S . H . ,  21 April 1836 3 
S .H . ,  19 May 1836 

S .G . T . L . ,  2 6  November 1836 

S . G . T . L . ,  7 January 1837 

S . G . T . L . ,  14 January 1837 
S .G . T . L . ,  8 April 1837 
S .H . ,  2 8  December 1837 
S . H . ,  22 August ,  7 November 1838 

S . H . ,  30 September , 30 December 1839 
S . G . ,  9 November 18394 

1 .  Thi s  was the price o ffered by a ropemaker for supplies o f  flax . 

2 .  G .  We l le r  to E .  We l le r , 2 5  July 1835 , G .  We l le r ,  Corre spondence with 
E .  We ll e r  and Othe rs , . . .  , 1832-6 1 ,  ( NPL/M , Al609 ) , p .  9 1 .  

3 .  We ller claimed that he could get .5- 18 --22 per ton in the s ame month -
G .  We l le r  to E .  We l le r ,  2 3  April 1836 , ( NPL/M , Al609 ) , p .  16 1 .  

4 .  This price was received at an auct ion . 
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NOTE TO APPENDIX 1 0  

Appendix 1 0  i s  b ased on q uo t ation s  in the 
Sydn e y  C urrent Pri ce Li s t  whi ch was p ub li shed in the 
Sydney Ga z e t te and the Sydney He ra ld . It seems that 
the Li s t  was based on the wholes ale p r i ce o f  the 
pro d uce in the Sydne y m arke t .  I t  c an only be a g ui de 
to the trends in the val ue o f  the flax and not a 
de s c ri p t i on o f  ac t ua l  barg ai n s . Thus for i n s tan ce in 
Apr i l 1 8 36 the Sydne y He rald printe d  fl ax p r i ce s  as � l 3-1 5 
whe re as the me rchan t Geo rge We ller was con fi den t  o f  
g e tting 1 1 8 - 2 2  pe r ton . 



Y E A R  

1826 

182 8 

182 9 
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APPENDIX 11 

FLAX PRI CE S  IN GREAT BRITAIN , 1 8 2 6 -1 8 35 

M O N TH 

July ( ? )  
February 

August 

De cember 

Jurie 

July ( ? )  
September ( ? )  

P R I C E  
( � S t g )  

3 1- 38 

34 

2 8-30 

2 8 - 3 8  

30-40 

4 3  

35 

s . G . I 
s . G .  I 
s . G .  I 
S . G . ,  

S O U R C E  

1 3  January 182 7 

1 7  July 182 8 

�� December �82 8 

2 1  April 1829 

H . T . C . ,  7 November 1829 

S . G . T . L . ,  2 3  July 182 9 

s . G .  I 2 0  February 1830 

Octobe r ( ? )  40 S . G . T . L . , 8 October 182 9 

1830 Feb ruary 

May · .  ( ? )  
September 

De cember 

1831 

May ( ? )  
September 

1832
3 

January 

June 

1 8 3 3  Apr i l  

July 

1834 July 

1 8 35 February 

July 

30-35 

4 5  

3 0 - 32 

16-2 5  

44 . 15 . 0  

s . G . I 
S . G . ,  

S . G . ,  

S . G . ,  
s . H .  I 
s . G . I 

1 July 1830 

2 4  August 1830 
1 

10 February 1 8 3 1  

2 0  August 1 8 3 1  
2 3  May 18 3 1  

2 7  Octobe r 183 1 
2 

40 H . T .C . , 8 Octobe r 1 8 3 1  

2 7- 30 

2 4 . 10 . 0  

16 . 5 ·. 0 

- 36 

- 18 

s .H . I 
s . G . I 

19 . 5 . 0 . - 2 2 . 10 . 0 ) S . H . ,  
2 3- 2 6 . 10 . 0 

17-20 

2 0- 2 7  

2 0 - 2 6  

1 7 - 18 

18-2 4 & 
2 7 - 2 8  

) 
S . H . ,  

S . G . ,  

s . G .  I 
s .H . I 
s . H . I 
s .G . I 

2 0  February 1832 

26 May 1832 

18 October 1832 
4 

2 9  Augus t 1 8 3 3  

3 0  November 1 8 3 3  

16 December 1834 

2 July 1835 

14 December 1835 
1 7  De cembe r 1835 

1.  Apparently the price being o f fe re d  by the Marine Board . 

2 .  The n aval contract price promised to Buck le , Bagste r and Buckle . 

:3 .  In September the Sydney He rald reported Ceylon prices as � 2 4 . 10 . 0 -
�25 . 0 . 0  and £.3 3 . 0 . 0  - £36 . 0 . 0 - S . H . ,  2 4  September 1832 . 

4 .  The first prices were for poor qual ity , the second fair and the 
h ighe s t  for the best f l ax .  

I 
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APPENDIX 1 2  

QUANTI TIES O F  PHORMIUM TENAX IMPORTE D INTO GREAT 
BRITAIN , ANNUALLY , 1 82 9 -1 8 4 0  

Y E A R  F RO M  N E W  Z E A L AND F ROM THE A U S TRA L I AN T O TA L  
D I R E C T  C O L O N I E S  
( t o n s )  ( t o n s )  

1 8 2 9  2 . 2 0  1 2  7 .  1 5  1 2  9 .  3 5  

1 8 3 0 3 1 2 . 4 0 3 1 2 . 4 0 

1 8 3 1  4 4 . 5 0 7 8 6 . 2 5 8 3 0 . 7 5 

1 8 3 2 7 9 3 . 3 5 7 9 3 . 3 5  

1 8 3 3  1 1 . 5 0 3 6 9 . 5 9 3 8 1 . 0 9 

1 8 3 4 2 4 9 . 8 9 2 4 9 . 8 9  

1 8 3 5 3 9 0 . 5 9 3 9 0 . 5 9 

1 8 3 6  4 . 9 8  9 1 . 3 7 9 6 . 3 5 

1 8 3 7  

1 8 3 8  9 . 0 0 9 . 0 0 

1 8 3 9  

1 8 4 0  

( S o u r c e s : A n  A c c o u n t o f  t h e  Qu a n t i t y  o f  P h o r m i u m  T e n ax , 
o r  N e w  Z e a l a n d  F l a x , i mp o r t e d  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  
l a s t  Th r e e  Ye a r s , e n d i n g 5 t h J a n u a r y  1 8 3 2 , 
i n to G r e a t  B r i t a i n , s t a t i n g th e P o r t s  wh e re 
r e c e i ve d ,  G . B . P . P . ,  H o u s e o f  Lo r d s , S e s s i on a l  
P a p e r s , 1 8 3 1 - 2 , C C I X , ( 1 1 8 ) , p .  6 5 7 ; A n  
A c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Qu a n t i t y o f  F l a x  I mp o r t e d f r om 
Ne w Z e a l a n d  i n t o G r e a t  B r i t a i n , d u r i n g  t h e  
Y e  a r s 1 8  3 3 , 1 8  3 4 , 1 8  3 5 , 1 8  3 6 , an d 1 8  3 7 ; 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  e a c h  Y e a r , G . B . P . P . ,  H o u s e  o f  
L o r d s , S e s s i o n a l  P ap e r s ,  1 8 3 8 , XV I I I , ( 1 4 8 ) , 
p .  5 3 1 ;  F . D .  B e l l  an d F .  Y o un g , Re a s o n s f o r  
P r omo t i n g  t h e  C u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w  Z e a l an d  
F l a x , L o n d o n , 1 8 4 2 , p .  3 2 . ) . 

I 
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APPEND I X  1 3  

VALUES OF ALL PRODUCTS IMPORTED INTO NEW SOUTH WALES E'ROM 
NEW ZEALAND , ANNUALLY , 1 8 35 -1 8 4 0  

I TEM 

Alcoholic Beve rages 
Bee r  & Ale 
Spi ri ts 
- Arrack 
- Brandy 
- Gin 
- Rum 
- Othe r 

- Wine 
Arrowroot & Sago 
Barley , Oats , Pe as 
Butter & Che e se 
Coppe r 
Curiositie s 
Fire arms 
F lax 
F lour & Bread 
Gunpowde r 
Hardware & Ironmongery 
Maize 
Potatoe s 
Salt Provi sions 
Se al Sk ins 
Sheep & Hogs 
Tallow & Fat 
Timber & Spars 

Ca sks & Staves 
De als & Batten s 
Oars 

Tobacco 
Whalebone 
Whale Oil 

B lack Oi l 
Spe rm Oil 

Wheat 
Wool 
Other 

, 
TOTALS 

1835 
Value 

{1 Stg )  

9 1  

176 3 

2 5 0  

3 37 
1039 

985 
19 

1899 

45 

7 5 79 

19665 
1 7 10 

5 7  
108 

35547 

YEAR 
1836 1837 

Value 
U stg) 

2 1  

12 

2 7  
' 3 
35 

2 150 
15 
2 0  
12 

1926 
1040 
1 32 9  

5 2 2  
4 5 7  
154 

3436 
11 
15 

2 5 4  
704 7 

12 5 72 
780 

2 33 
79 

32 1 50 

Value 
( f Stg) 

10 
9 

16 
30 

5 
7 30 

96 
5 

2 00 
763 
494 

146 
2 6 82 

2 3  

50 
100 

7758 

2 4925 
2 5 16 

15 
394 

40967 

1838 
Value 

(i Stg) 

4 1  
9 

58 

37 
3 

190 
2 7  
36 

15 16 

10 
1 76 

1009 
328 

2 768 
78 
80 

369 
1549 

22 

38 
75 78 

2 8182 
9539 

360 

540 0 3  

1 8 3 9  
Value 

( £  Stg) 

2 6  
34 

2 
4 3  
5 7  

2 00 
12 

5 

885 
2 1  

90 
3 881 
1617 
4 76 7  

66 
362 
312 

1055 
150 
626 

3 70 
44 100 a 

37675 
4062 

109 
2 2 0  
394 

101 4 1  

a .  This figure seems to b e  e xtraordinari ly high and may have been 
a copy cle rk ' s error . Data from othe r sources sugge sts that the 
figure should have read 1 14 , 100 . I f  this was the case then the 
amended total for 1839 would be 1 7 1 , 14 1 .  

( Source : NSW : Colonial Se cretary : Re turns o f  the Colony , 1835- 1840 . )  

1840 
Value 

(i Stg) 

162 

96 

4 7  
3507 

70 
103 

4 
2 9  

4 14 
710 

36 
3 2 5  

1 6 3 3  
3 5 9  

4 0 5 7  
4 6 5  

196 
4 4 9 3  

2 84 

40 
2 3 34 
4 7 75 

2 0 109 
5 6 2 3  

2 9  
2 74 

3 2 5 3  

5 3 4 2 7  



YEAR 

182 9 

182 9 

1829 

182 9 

182 9-
1830 

1832 -
1 8 3 3  

1 8 3 3  

1834 

1 8 3 5  

1836 

1 8 3 7  

1 8 3 7  

1 8 3 7  

1 8 3 7  -
1 8 38 

1 8 3 8  

1 8 3 8  

1 8 3 8  

1 8 3 9  

3 6 9  

APPENDIX 1 4  

VESSELS WHI CH APPEAR TO HAVE TAKEN SPARS FROM 
N£W ZEALAND TO GREAT BRITAIN , l 8 2 9 - 1 8 39 ,  
TOGETHER WITH AN INDICATION OF THE PLACES 
WHE RE  THE S PARS WERE LOADED . 

VESSEL SPARS LOADED AT 

Soph i a  Thames 

Roslyn Cas tle Hoki anga 

H armony Hok ianga 

Surrey Hok ianga 

City o f  Edinburgh Hok ianga 

Nancy Th ame s 

Surrey Hok i anga 

HMS Buffalo Mahurangi/Whan garoa 

Surrey Thame s  

De rwen.t. Thame s  

Bolina Me rcury Bay 

Pyramus Hokian ga 

Earl Durham Hokianga 

Achi l le s  Mercury Bay/Hok ianga 

John Barry Hoki an ga 

HMS Buffalo Tutukaka/Ngunguru/ 
Thames 

Coromande l Hok i anga 

Franc i s  Spa i ght Hok ianga 

SOURCE 

s . G . I 
S . G .  I 
s . G . I 
S . G .  I 
s . G .  I 

s . G .  I 

s . H .  I 

s . H .  I 
S . H . ,  

S . H . ,  

s . H . I 
S . G . ,  

S . G . ,  

S . G . ,  

s . G . I 

4 June 1829 

4 June 1829 

2 5  Apri l  1 82 9 ; Earle 

2 5  Apr i l  '18 2 9  

2 7  March 1830 

2 8  May 1833 

14 March 1833 

2 8  September 1835 

16 Ja.11uary 1 8 36 

6 February 1837 

2 7  J:Uly 1 8 3 7  

1 4  October 1 8 3 7  

2 4 , 3 1 August 18 3 7 ,  
1 3  January 1 8 3 8  

24 , 3 1 Augus t 1 83 7 ,  
1 6  January 1838 

1 3  Octobe r ,  
3 November 1838 

S . G . T . L . , 2 Novembe r  1839 

1 .  A .  Earle , Narrative o f  a Res idence 1n New Zealan d ,  e d .  E . H .  McCorm ick , 
Auck land , 1966 , p .  9 5 . 

' 

J 



Ye ar 

1835 
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APPEND I X  15 

VESS ELS WH I CH APPEAR TO HAVE TAKEN NEW ZEALAND S PARS 
TO DES TINAT I ONS OTHER THAN GREAT BRITAIN OR THE 
COLON IES , 1 8 35 -1 8 39 

Ve ssel Des tin ation Source 

Draco Va lparaiso S .H . ,  15 October 1834 : OWens 
1 

1835 Wate rloo Brazil S . H . ,  2 July , 15 October 1835 

S . H . ,  30 June 1835 

1836 Lord Gode ri ch Rio de Janei ro ,  S . G . ,  11 October 1836; 

thence to London 1838 Report 
2 

1838 Tokerau Chi le S . H . ,  30 July 1838 

S . G . ,  3 1  July 1838 

1838 Vanguard Valparaiso S . H . ,  14 De cembe:t:- 1838 

1838 Neptune Valparaiso S . H . ,  12 De cember 1 8 38 

1 8 3 9  Patriot Calcutta S . H . ,  15 Octobe r 1838,  

15  May 1839 

1.  J .M . R .  Owens , ' The We s leyan Mi ssion to New Zealan d ,  18 19-1840 ' ,  
Ph . D  the s is , Victori a Unive rs ity , 1969 , p .  699 . 

2 .  Flatt , e vidence , Report from the Se lect Commi ttee o f  the House o f  
Lords appointed t o  enquire into the Pre sent State o f  the Isl ands o f  
New Ze aland and the Expediency o f  regul ating the Settlement o f  
British Sub j ects there in , with minutes o f  e viden ce , G .B . P . P . ,  
1 8 3 7 - 8 , XXI , ( 6 8 0 )  ( 1 2 3 )  I p .  s s . 



Y E A R  

1 8 32 

1 8 3 4  

1 8 3 4  

1 8 36 

APPENDIX 1 6  

VES S E LS WHI CH TOOK NEW ZEALAND TIMBER TO 
DES TINATI ONS OTHER THAN THE COLON IES , 
1 8 32 -1 8  36 . 

V E S S E L  D E S T I NA T ;J; O N 

Si r Geo rge Murray Hawai i 

Tranme re H aw a i i  

Bol ina Hawaii 

s .H . I 
s .H . I 
S . G . ,  

? O U R C E  

3 1  July 1 2 

5 May 1834 

4 November 

3 7 1  

August 

1835 

Fortitude ·!Jlah i t i  S . G . ,  7 January 1836 

1832 
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NUMBERS 
WITH 

OF VESSELS ENTERING COLONIAL PORTS 
NEW ZEALAND TIMBERS, 

30 

s. 15 

10 

5 

CARGOES OF 
ANNUALLY, 

1828 1829 1830 1831 

1828 - 1839 
. 

Year 

DJI] South Australia - Adelaide 

372 

- New South Wales - Sydney 

a Van Diemen's Land - Hobart 

k\.\.).J Van Diernen's Land - Launceston 

CJ New South Wales [Victoria] - Port Phillip 

Source : See Note to Appendices 17 and 18. 



APPENDIX 18 

NUMBERS OF VESSELS ENTERING COLONIAL PORTS 
WITH CARGOES OF NEW ZEALAND TIMBERS, 

MONTHLY, 1828 - 1839 
1828 1834 

4 
z z 

� 3  � �  "' er i !l1  li �  "' "' 

a, a, 

Month 
1829 1835 

1830 1836 
4 

1831 1837 

1832 1838 

Month 

373 

M A D 

1833 

- New South Wales - Sydney 

E3 Van Diemen's Land - Hobart 

c:J Van Diemen's Land - Launceston 

1839 

M A D 

CD South Australia - Adelaide 

0 New South Wales [Victoria] - Port Phillip 
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NOTE TO APPENDI CE S  1 7  AND 1 8  

There i s  a re l at i ve l ack o f  s tati s ti c a l  in form ation 
abo ut the timbe r trade and what ex i s ts i s  o ften con fli cting . 
For ex amp le , i n Appendix 4 the tot a l  from CUS T 6 for the 
val ue  o f  timbe r imports into New S o uth Wales for 1 8 36 i s  5 1  
pe rcen t  le s s  than the fig ure extracted from the ann ual 
total s in the ' Re t urn s ' .  Howe ve r the fig ure fo r 1 8 3 8 from 
CUST 6 exceeds the othe r by 7 4  pe rcent . It  i s  not po s s i b le 
to recon ci le these di f fe rence s .  

The re i s  also a prob lem in attempting to a s s e s s  the 
vo l ume o f  timbe r  tha t was imported into the co lon i e s .  Thi s 
ari se s from a l ack o f  standardi zation in the meas ure s 
c i ted in contemporary de scription s . For ins tan ce the term 
' spar ' was used to re fe r to woods o f;  wide ly varying leng ths 
and wi dths , whi le e ven the mos t  common basic denominator , 
' feet ' , was not c le arly de fined in the so urce s  as e i the r 
cubic fee t  or s upe r fi ci al ( sq uare ) fee t .  There a l s o  
appears to be n o  way to reduce the varie ty o f  te rm s  s uch 
as ' sp ars ' , • r i ckers ' , ' de a ls ' , ' b at tens ' , ' oars ' ,  ' logs • , 
' boards ' ,  ' loads ' and ' pi e ce s ' to a common me as ure whi ch 

wo uld a l l ow the s ort o f  an alys i s  that i s  pos s i b le fo r 
flax carg oe s  . 

Ins te ad i t  h as been nece s s ary to en umerate a l l  the 
known cargoe s o f  New Ze aland t imbe r importe d i n to the 
colon i e s  whe the r the quantity in the cargo was known or 
not . Appendix 17  repre sents the ann ual totals o f  carg oe s 
whi le Appendix 1 8  i s  a mon thly break down o f  the s ame cargoe s . 
The se Appendi ce s repre s en t  on l y  the n umbe r o f  entrie s by 
ve s se ls carrying New Zea lan d  timbe rs whi ch �e di re c t ly 
from that coun t ry . Some New Z e a l an d  timbe rs also appear to 
have ente red various co lon i a l  ports a fte r be ing tran -
sh ipped or o f f- lo aded a t  anothe r colony . Thus , for ins tan ce , 
o f  the J 36 5 0  worth o f  New Ze aland timbe r imported in to New 
S o uth Wal e s  6 Jan uary 1 8 32 -5 Jan uary 1 8 33 ,  1 1 81 worth 
( 2 . 7  percent ) was tran shipped to ' othe r British co lon i e s '  

by whi ch , i t  i s  ass umed , the c us toms o f fici als m e an t  othe r 
co lon i e s  on the Aus trali an continen t . ! Ce rtai n l y  in 1 8 31 
the Argo and the Re sol ution (wh i ch had not been to New 
Zealand )  both took New Zealand pine in the i r  cargoe s from 
Sydney and unloaded it at Hobart and La un ce s ton re specti ve ly . 2  
S imi l arly in 1 8 3 3  Launce s ton ' s  imports o f  New Z e a l and 
timbe rs were valued at i l 2 0 0 . 3 Howe ve r on ly one carg o  appears 
to- have been ente re d  there di re ct l y  from New Ze a l and - that 
o f  4 0 , 0 0 0  fee t  aboard the Forti t ude in May . 4 

1 .  S . G . , 31 Jan uary 1 8 3 3 

2 .  H . T . C . , 1 0  De cembe r 1 8 31 ;  L . A . , 2 6  Octobe r 1 8 31 .  

3 .  L . A . , 6 Fe bruary 1 8 34 .  

4 .  L . A . , 30 May 1 8 3 3 .  
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Un l e s s  thi s c argo was un de rs tated i n  s i ze or was o f  
e x ce pt i on a l ly fine q uali ty ( val ue d  at ove r  7d pe r foo t } 
then probably o ve r  h a l f La unce s ton ' s  imports o f  New 
Ze a l an d  timbe r s  i n  1 8 3 3 ( ca lc ulated at 2 d  pe r foo t }  c ame 
indi re c t ly from New Z e a lan d . 

Whi le the s e  fig ur e s  m ay not repre sent a l l  the timbe rs 
or a l l  the c argoe s o f  New Ze a l an d  woods entered into 
colon i al p orts they do provi de a reasonab le bas i s  for a 
di s c us s i on o f  impor ting trends . 

So urce s 

The se g raphs we re con s t r uc te d  from data g athere d 
fran m any so urce s . Be c a use m uch o f  the i n  fo:rm ation was 
con fli cting i t  was s ub j e c te d  to a vari e ty o f  che ck s  and 
c ro s s - che ck s . There fore e ach fig ure on the g raphs has 
more than one orig in .  

The S ydne y  totals we re drawn m ai n ly from newspape r 
s o urce s - S ydney Gaz e t te , Sydney He ra l d , Sydne y  Gene ral 
Trade Li s t  wi th in form at i on a l s o  from the Colon i a l  
Se cretary ' s  shipping pape rs , for examp le the H arbo ur 
Maste r ' s  Dai ly Report s . Fo r Hobart mos t in form ation was 
de ri ve d  from the C us tom s and Marine Board pape rs wi th 
s upp lemen tary data from newspape r s  s uch as the Hobart 
Town Co uri e r .  La un ce s ton , Port Phi llip and Ade laide 
fig ure s came prLm ari ly from the newspape rs pub l i she d in 
e ach port n am e ly , La un ce s ton Adve rti se r , Co rnwa l l  
Chroni c le , Po rt Phi l lip Gaze tte and S o uth Aus tra l i an 
Gaze tte . 
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AP PEND I X  1 9  

RANULPH DACRE 

Ran ulph Dacre ( 1 7 9 7 - 1 8 8 4 ), m a s te r  marine r ,  adven t urer 

and me rchan t , was.  an importan t  fig ure in the New Z e a l and 

timbe r trade be fore 1 8 4 0 . Dacre arri ved in New S outh Wale s 

in 1 8 2 3 .  From 1 8 2 4  �o 1 8 31 ,  as mas te r  o f  se ve ra l  ve s se l s , 

he m ade t rading voyag e s  thro ugho ut the Paci fi c and around 

the coa s t s  o f  e as te rn Aus tra l i an an d New Ze a l and . He was 

parti c ul a r ly we l l  known to the Maori s  o f  Whangaroa from 

whom he p urchased timber in the mid-1 8 2 0 s . In 1 8 31 he 

s e ttled down i n  S ydney and m arried .  

The s ame ye a r  Rober ts B rook s  & Co o f  London con tracte d 

wi th Dacre for him to ove rsee the fcL l li ng o f  thei r  Admi ral ty 

con tract for 1 0 0  New Zea land spars . Thi s i n vo l ve d  Dac re 

in s e ve ra l  vi s i t s  to New Ze a l and for ,  at tim e s ,  he person a l ly 

s upe r vi se d  the l oading o f  the timbe r s . In the co urse o f  

fi l ling thi s con t ract Dacre spon sored the se tting up o f  

s t ations at Mangon ui Harb o ur , Mah ur ang i Bay and Me r c ury 

Bay an d ,  as  we l l , he pe rson a l ly exp lored the Kaipara H arbo ur 

whi l e  in command o f  the Surrey in 1 8 32 .  

From 1 8 35 to 1 8 38 Dacre was j oined in partne r s hi p  by 

anothe r Sydney me rchan t , Wi l l i am Wi lke s ,  and by 1 8 4 0  Dacre 

was reg arded a s  one o f  the le ading me rch an t s  in New South 

Wale s . He owned hi s own whar f ,  was a dire cto r o f  s e ve ra l  

c ompan ie s , the owne r o f  m any ve s se l s , and h a d  been 

appoin ted a s  a m ag i s trate . From that year , too , the i n s ani ty 

o f  h i s  New Zea land agen t , Gordon Davi e s  B rowne , forced 

Dacre to b ecome more c l o s e ly i n vo l ved in the r unning o f  

the Mer c ury Bay s tation . 

Dacre was de c l a red in s o l vent d uring the New S outh 

Wales depre s si on o f  1 8 4 2 - 4  and in 1 8 4 4  he m o ved to Auck land , 

New Ze a l an d . D uring the nex t fi fteen years he e s tab li shed 

him se l f  a s  a le ading mer chan t  and shi powne r in Auck land and 

he pe rson a ll y  c ommanded seve ral voyage s  between New Ze a l an d  

and Sydney .  The se voyag e s  in vo l ved him i n  a va riety _o f 

c omme rci a l  ven t ure s i n c l uding trading s andalwood , expo rting 

c a t t le and sheep , and , as we l l , in an un s uc ce s s ful attempt 
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to s upp ly New Zealand g reen s tone to the China marke t .  

In 1 85 4  he fo rmed a partne rship wi th ano the r leading 

Auck land me rchan t , Thomas Macky . 

Dacre le ft the sea in 1 8 5 9  and , with hi s wi fe and 

s e ven chi ldren , se ttle d  in Auck l and . He i s  remembe red 

as a notable me rchant , shipowner and phi lanthropi s t .  

In 1 8 7 8  he and h i s  wi fe le ft New Zealand for Bri tain 

whe re Dacre died in 1 8 8 4 . 

Ran ulph Dacre ' s  con tri bution to the exp lorati on 

o f  New Zeal and harbo urs and to the de ve lopment o f  the 

timbe r trade in the 1 8 2 0 s an d 1 8 30 s  was g reat . He was 

re spon s i b le not on ly for the exporting o f  large c arg oe s 

o f  the timbe rs to New So uth Wale s , Van Diemen ' s  Lan d  an d 

Gre a t  Bri tain b ut a lso fo r e s tab lishing se ve ral o f  the 

maj or timber exporting stat i on s  aro und the coas ts o f  New 

Zealand . 

( S o urce s : The Aus tra l i an Di ctionary o f  Biog raphy , l 7 8 8 -1 8 5 0 , e d . , 
D .  Pike , Vol s I and I I , Me lbo urne , 1 9 6 6 , 1 9 6 7 ,  
I ,  2 7 5 ; M .  S te venson and W .  MacDonald , ' Captain 
Ran ulph Dacre , Se a-Captain , Trade r , Advent ure r ,  
an d Pionee r  o f  the Timbe r Export Trade ' ,  
Hi stori cal Jo urnal , Auck land-Waikato , no 3 7 , 
Septembe r 1 9 8 0 , pp . l -4 . )  



APPENDIX 2 0  

CENSUS OF THE EUROPEAN ADULT MALE 
POPULATI ON OF 
1 8 3 8 , 1 8 39 .  

D I S T R I C T  a 

1836 
( February ) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total North Island 

South Is l and 

TOTAL 

Chatham & Stewart 
Is lands 

7 

15 

102 

84 

73 

281 

180
b 

30 

491 

NEW ZEALAND , 

Y E A R  
1836 

( June -August )  

1 2  

3 4  

1 5 4  

9 3c 

16 1 +2 9d 

4 8 3  

a .  District 1 :  North C ape to Whangaro a  
Di stri ct 2 :  �bangaroa 
Di strict 3 :  Bay of Islands 
District 4 :  Hok i anga 

1 8  36 1 

1838 

90 

3 7 8 

1839 

. ( 19 )  

( 4 2 )  

( 2 2 8 )  

( 8 8) 

Di stri ct 5 :  ' al l  places south o f  the Bay o f  Is lan ds and· Hokianga '  

b .  Thi s  was a very low estimate - s ee P .  Adams , Fatal Ne ce s s ity : Bri tish 
Interven tion in New Zealand , 1 8 30-184 7 ,  Aucklan d ,  1977 , pp . 2 7-8 . 

c .  The Rev .  Jame s Bul le r e s timated that there were about 100 men l iving in 
the Hokianga in January 1837 - J .M . R .  Owens , ' The We sleyan Mi s sion to 
New Zealand , 1 8 19- 1840 ' ,  Ph . D  the s is , Victoria Univers ity , 1969 , p .  700 . 

d .  The se we�e ' s ailors ' on New Zealand owne d  vessels whom Busby liste d  
amongs t the figure s for Di strict 5 .  

( Source : Busby Census , J .  Busby , Despatches o f  the Bri tish Res ident in 
New Ze aland 183 3-40 , (WTu , qMS BUS ) . ) 

/ 



3 7 9  

APPENDIX 21 

CEN S US OF EUROPEAN ADULT FEMALE S ( F )  , EUROPEAN 
CH I LDRE N  UNDER 1 2  YEARS ( C ) AND HALF-CAS TE 
CH ILDREN LIVING IN EUROPEAN HOUSEHOLDS ( H )  IN 
THE NORTH ISLAND OF NEW ZEALAND , 1 8 36 ,  1 8 38 ,  
1 8  3 9  , WITH TOTALS INCLUS IVE OF EUROPEAN ADULT 
MALES . 

DISTRICT
a 

YEAR 

1836 1 8 36 1838 
( Feb ruary ) ( June-August) 

1 F 4 3 

c 3 2 

H 7 

Di strict To tal 14 2 4  

2 F 2 5 

c 5 8 

H 2 

Di strict Total 2 2  4 9  

3 F 40 61 

c 6 1  9 1  

H 2 3  15 

Di strict Total 2 26 32 1 

4 F 16 2 2  2 0  

c 7 3  4 7  52 

H 3 3  2 5  )
b 

District Total 2 0 6  1 8 7  ( 162 ) 

5 F 1 1  9 

c 16 19 

H 

Dis trict Total lOO 2 18 

CENSUS TOTALS 

1839 

( 3)  

( 2 )  

( 1 3 )  

( 3  7 )  

( 5 )  

( 1 3 )  

( 3 )  

( 6 3 )  

( 81 )  

( 1 30 )  

( 5 5 )  

( 4 9 4 )  

( 2 0 )  

( 5 2 ) 

( 2 5 )  

( 18 5 ) c 

( Sum District Tot a l s )  5 6 8  799 ( llOO )
d 



a .  North Cape to Whangaroa Di strict 1 :  
District 
Di strict 
Di strict 

2 :  
3 :  
4 :  

Whangaroa 
Bay o f  Is lands 
Hokianga 

3 8 0 

District 5 :  ' all pl ace s  south of the Bay o f  Islands and Hokianga ' .  

b .  Half-caste children were not enumerated in this census·. and are 
not include d in the Di strict 4 total of 162 , but they probably 
numbered 30-40 . 

c .  In the Colonis t ,  1 7  October 1838 , the Europe an population o f  the 
Hokianga was reported as being 192 . Also , Wi l li am Wh ite claime d ,  
i n  1839 , that 1 7 0  Europeans lived there - �W .WhiteJ , Important 
Information Re lative to New Zealan d  . . .  , Sydney , 18 39 , p .  5 .  

d .  In July 1840 John Bl acke tt ,  who was in New Zealand from March 
1 8 39 to February 1840 and who staye d with Busby , stated that the 
Resident had taken a cen sus ' upwards o f  a year ' before and had 
enumerated 1100 ' wh i tes ' l iving ' north of Thames ' - B lackett , 
e vidence , Report from the Se lect Committee on New Zealand ; 
togethe r with the Minute s o f  Evidence . . .  , G . B . P . P . ,  1 840 , VII . 
( 5 82 ) ' p .  6 9 .  

( Source : Busby Cen sus , J .  Busb y , De spatches of the Bri tish Re sident 
in New Zeal an d  1 8 3 3 - 1 840 , (WTu , qMS BUS) . ) 
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B usby s tate d th at the fig ure s for 1 February 1 8 36 
we re h i s  e s timation o f  the s i ze o f  the Europe an pop ul at i on . !  
Howe ver the fig ure s fo r the second cen s us o f  1 8 36 were 
comp i le d  in the format o f  a li s t  o f  the nam e s o f  e ve ry m a l e  
he ad o f  a fami ly , hi s occ upation , h i s  whe re abo ut s  wi thin the 
di s tr i c t  and the composi tion o f  hi s ho usehol d . The in form­
ati on appears to h a ve been co lle cted ove r  a n unbe r o f  month s . 
Total s for Di s tri cts 1 and 2 were dated 6 June and 5 June 
respe ct i ve ly .  Other totals  are not date d .  Howe ve r  Di s tr i c t  
5 m us t  h a ve beeb tallied during July 1 8 36 fo r according to 
the fig ure s both Mang apo uri and Te Papa m i s s i on s tations 
were c l osed2 whi le the Rotorua s tati on at Te Ko ut u  was 
l i s te d  a s  open . 3 It cannot be a s ce rt ained when the Hok i anga 
fig ure s were c ompi led b ut the Bay o f  I s lands cen s us was not 
comp i le d unt i l  a fte r 1 7  Aug us t 1 8 36 be ca use Hen ry Abbott 
Mai r ,  who was bo rn on that day , was i n c l uded in the se fig ure s . 4  
The 1 8 3 8 fig ure s for the Hoki ang a we re s upp l i e d  to B usby 
by G . F .  Rus se l l  in June 1 8 3 8 . 5 The 1 8 39 cen s us wa s compi le d  
wi th le s s  care than that o f  June -Aug us t  1 8 36 .  Busby mere ly 
m ade addi ti ons o r  amendmen ts to the 1 8 36 data to indi c a te 
the new in formati on . In doing so he i n ve n te d  a code whi ch he 
did not app ly con s i s tently and ne i th e r  di d he provide an 
adeq uate key to e n ab le a re searche r to de ciphe r the code . 
The re fore the fig ure s for 1 8 39 are bracke te d in Appen di c e s  
2 0  a n d  2 1  a s  an indi cation o f  the tentati ven e s s  o f  the data . 
The se fig ure s incl ude all the pe rson s B usby l i s ted i n  e ach 
di s tri ct fo r 1 8 36 toge the r wi th tho se ho use ho lds he added to 
the li s ts in 1 8 39 ( B usby doe s not appear to h a ve  amen de d  the 
1 8  36 dat a for Di stri ct 5 )  and do not take accoun t o f  any 
change s ,  thro u;J h  de aths or departure s from New '

ze a land , in the 
1 8 36 pop ul at i on . The 1 8 3 9 data , for the Bay o f  I s l an ds at le a s t ,  
we re c ompi le d  be fo re 1 6  Novembe r that ye ar because B usby ' s  
fo urth chi l d  b orn that day6 was not inc l ude d in the cen s us .  

1 .  He sent part o f  thi s  s umm ary to the Colon i a l  Secre t ary 
i n  New S o uth Wales - B usby to Colon i a l  Se cretary , 2 6  
Jan uary 1 8 36 ,  C02 0 9/2 , f . l 5 4a .  

2 .  For ex ample , o f  the m i ssion aries  who were p re vious ly a t  
the se s tation s the Re v .  Jame s Stack w a s  l i s ted a s  re s id ing 
at the Bay o f  I s l ands and n o t  at Mang apo uri and the Re v .  
J . A . Wi l s on was li s ted i n  re s idence a t  P ur i ri Station . 

3 .  I t  was c losed on 8 Au;J us t  1 8 36 - J . A .  Wi lson , The S to ry 
' o f  Te Waharo a ,  2nd e d . , Chr i s tch urch , 1 9 0 6 , p . l l 3 . 

4 .  J . H .  J ack s on , Ann a l s  o f  a New Zeal and Fam i ly ,  The 
Ho us eho l d  o f  Gi lbe rt Mair , E ar ly Pionee r ,  Dunedi n , 1 9 35 ,  
p .  6 0 .  

5 .  Rus se 1 1  to Busby , 6 June 1 8 3 8 ,  Bri ti sh Re s i den t : In 
Let te rs , 1 8 3 3-1 8 4 0 , 2 vo 1 s , ( WAr c , B R1 I 2 ) • 

I 
6 .  E .  Ram s den , B usby o f  Wai t ang i : H . M . ' s  Re s i de n t  a t  New 

Z e a l an d , 1 8 3 3- 4 0 , We l l ing ton , 1 9 4 2 , p .  3 7 5 . 



DISTRICT la 
OCCUPATIONS 1836 

No. \ of 
District 

Total . 

T'rader 4 33 

Whaler 

Missionary/Hi s s  i on 2 16 
Employee 

Savyer 6 50 

Sailor 

carpenter 

Grogseller 

settler 

Boat-Builder 

Clerk 

Cooper 

Surgeon 

Labourer 

servant 

Blackslllith 

O>and1er 

British Resident 

Master CMS Vessel 

Brewer -
Mason 

sailmaker ·  

Bricklayer 

Pilot 

Storekeeper 

Shoemalcer 

Fanner 

Botanist 

Unspeci fied 

TOTALS 12 lOO 

a. As for Appen6ix 20 

1\PP�:ND I X  22 

OCCUPJ\TIONS OF TilE EUROPEJ\N ADUL'r MALES RF.SI DENT IN 

THE NORTH ISLAND OF NEW ZEJ\LJ\ND, 1S 36 , 18 38 

DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 D I S T R I C T  4 DISTI<ICT 5 
183& 1836 1836 1 8 3 . 1836 

No . \ of No .  \ of No. \ of No .  \ of No. \ o f 
District District District District District 

Total Total Total Total Total 

7 20 . 5  2 1  1 3 . 6  1 5  16. 1 16 20 1 3  8. 1 

65 40 

30 19 . 5  4 4 . 3  7 8 . 75 12 7 . 5  

16 47 11 7 8 8 . 6  38 4 7 . 5  4 2 . 5  

1 0 . 6  (29) b 

7 20.5 20 13 10 12 . 5  1 0 . 6  

20 13 

1 3 11 1 4 4 : 3  

2 1 . 3  1 1 . 1  1 1 . 25 8 5 

2 6 5 3 . 3  

1 3 1 0 . 6  

4 2 . 6  1 1 . 25 

1 4 .5 1 8. 75 

4 2 . 6  5 5 . 4 6 7 . 5  

6 3 . 9  2 2 . 5 

3 2 

1 0 .6 

1 0 . 6  

1 0 . 6  

1 0 . 6  

1 0 . 6  

1 0 . 6  

1 1 . 1  1 1 . 2 5  

1 0 . 6  

l 0 . 6  

1 1 . 2 5 .  

1 1 . 25 

55 59 58 36 

34 lOO 154 lOO 93 lOO 90 lOO 161 lOO 

b. The sailors on New Zealand owned vessels were l i sted amongst the figures for District 5 • .  

( Source : Busby Census, J .  Busby , Despatches o f  the British �s ident in New Zealand 1833-40 , (WTu, qMS BUS) . ) 

3 8 2  

TO TilLS 
1836 

No .  ' of 
Distric 

Total 

60 U . 4 

65 1 3 . 5  

4 8  9 . 9  

45 9 . 3  

30 6 . 2  

2 8  5 . 8  

20 4 . 1  

16 3 . 3  

11 2 . 3 

1 1 . 5  

2 0 . 4  

4 0 . 8  

1 1 . 5  

9 1 . 9  

6 1 . 2  

3 0 . 6  

1 0 . 2  

1 0 . 2  

1 0 .2 

1 0 . 2  

1 0 . 2  

1 0 . 2  

1 0 . 2  

1 0 . 2  

l 0 .2 

1 0 . 2  

1 0 . 2  

113 2 3 . 4  

483 lOO 



NOTE TO APPENDIX 2 2  

Because o f  the problems in the 1 8 3 9  data , wh ich 
were explained in the note to Appendices 2 0  and 2 1 , 
and because there are large gaps in the informat ion 
about occupations in that censu s , only the information 
from the second 1 8 3 6  census and the 1 8 3 8  census of the 
Hokianga has been summari zed in Appendix 2 2 . 

3 8 3  

Busby ' s  descript ion of each man ' s  employment was 
fol lowed in compil ing the table . However the d i s t inctions 
he made were not always c lear . He occa s iona lly l inked the 
de s ignation ' grogsel ler ' with another occupat ion such as 
' trade r ' or ' b lack smith ' . Such an individual wa s entered 

here as a grogse l ler , and the arti sans attached to the 
m i s s ion station s were enume rated as ' mi s s ion employees ' .  

I n  di scu s s ing the se f igures and a s s e s s ing the i r  
relevance to the study of  the t imber and f l ax trade i t  i s  
a l so neces sary to explain that i n  many respects the 
picture for 1 8 3 6  is d i s torted . The to tal s  for D i str i c t s  
4 and 5 of  5 5  and 5 8  ma le s ,  re spec tive ly , i n  unspec i f ied 
occupations has a s ign i f icant inf luence on the total 
percen tage s becau se they compri sed 2 3 . 4  percent of the 
tot al  ma les  enumerated . I f ,  in combinat ion with the 1 8 3 6  
f igures for Districts 1 - 3 , G . £ Ru s s e l l ' s  c ensu s f igur e s  for 
the Hokianga qre used , and if  it is  as sumed that 3 6  
of  the males  in unspec i f ied occupations in D i s t r i c t  5 
(descr ibed by Bu sby as 8 at Gordon Browne ' s  e stab l i shment 

for proc e s s ing spars at Coromandel and 2 8  on h i s  
e stab l i shment a t  Mercury Bay ) were timbermen , then the 
percentage of ma les  who se oc cupat ions were directly r e l ated 
to the t imber trade ( i . e . sawyers and carpenter s )  compri sed 
3 1  percent of the tota l ma le adult popu lation of the North 
I s land of New Zea land in the mid- 1 8 3 0 s . 



PLACE AND DATE 

B ay o f  Islands 

Bay o f  Islands 

Bay o f  Islands 

Bay o f  Islands 

Thames 

Make tu ( ?)  
Whangaroa 

3 8 4  

APPENDIX 2 3 

EXAMPLES OF BARGAINS S TRUCK B ETWEEN MAORIS 
AND EUROPEAN TRADERS FOR PURCHASES OF S PARS 
AND FLAX , 1 8 1 4 -1 8 34 

EUROPEAN GOODS S PARS/FLAX RECEIVED 

1814 1 axe ( value lQS. ) 3 spars ( value £ 8 )  1 

1814 5 axe s  & 3 hoe s 16 spars (probably 
kahikatea )  2 

1815 1 muske t 1 ton o f  flax o f fe red3 

1820 1 axe 1 spar (kahikate a )  4 

1826 1 muske t or equal powder 2 0  spars5 

1830s 1 musket 8 cwt flax6 

1834 2 blanke t s ,  2 muskets , 1 spar7 

bayone t ,  scabb ard and 
cartouche box , 20 lb 
powde r ,  1 8  muske t bal ls , 
a few fish hooks , pipe s 
and 4 lb tobacco 

1 .  J .  Ni chola s , Narrative of a Voyage to New Ze aland , 2 vols , London , 
1 8 1 7 , ( Wi l son and Ho�ton facsimile , n . d . ) , I ,  2 95 . 

2 .  Nicholas , I ,  6 1 . 

3 .  Simeon Lord , Trading Agreements Conce rning F la x  between Maori 
Chie ftain s at the Bay o f  Islands and Simeon Lord , 1815 , (NPL/M , 
Ah 4 7 ;  WTu , MSS 1815P) . 

4 .  R . A .  Cruise , Journal of a Ten Months ' Re siden ce in New Ze aland 
fl82 0J ,  e d . A . G .  Bagnall , Christchurch , 195 7 ,  pp . 7 7 , 81 .  

5 .  G .  Bayly , Sea-Li fe Sixty Ye ars Ago , London , 1885 , p .  1 2 6 . 
This can be compared to the 36 lb o f  gunpowder ( value about £ 3 . 10 s )  
that D ' Urvi lle gave to a European sawye r i n  the Bay o f  Islands for 
360 ft of kauri wood planks in 1 8 2 7  - 0 .  Wright , comp . , New Ze aland 
1 82 6- 182 7 ,  We llington , 1950 , p .  2 00 .  

6 .  P .  Tapsel l ,  Remini s cence s , 1 7 79 - 1 869 , ( WTu ; qMS Tap , 1 869 ) , p .  2 81 .  

7 .  R .  Hodgskin , A Narrative o f  Eight Months ' Sojourn in New Ze aland • . •  , 
... Cole raine , 1841 , p .  15 . 



GLOS SARY 

APPEND I X  2 4  

S AMPLE OF CARGOES FROM VES SELS ENGAGED 
IN THE T IMBE R  AND FLAX TRADE , 1 8 2 9 -1 9 39 . 

3 8 5  

Be c ause some o f  the q uan ti ties i n  the se data a re now 
obsol e te , o r  at le a s t  un fami li ar , the fo l lowin g  li s t  
wi l l  a s s i s t  i n  form ing s ome appre c i ation o f  the vo l ume 
o f  exports t o  New Ze alan d : 

Bale 

Barre l 

Bolt 

Bundle_ 

Bushel 
Case 

Cask 

Hogshead ( hhd ) 

Hundre dwei ght ( cwt) 

Jar 
Ke g  
Pack 

Pig 
Pipe 

Pound ( lb )  
Pun cheon 
Rol l  

Ski'n 
Tie rce 
Ton 
Tub 
Tun 

4 cwt currants , 1 82 / 2 40 lb wool , 140�280 lb whe at , 
3 bushel S , - 364 avoirdupoi s lb . 
10 short re ams pape r ,  2 �  cwt wool , 3 -4 cwt yarn , 
5 0 0  lb ,  a lso a non - standard me asure . 
36 gal lons a le or bee r ,  2 30 lb butte r ,  lOO lb 
gunpowder , 2 6 . 2  imper i al gallon s , 3 1� gallons wine. 
rol l  of cloth , the s ize depending on the nature of 
the cloth ( e . g . 40 yards cotton , 70 yards woo l ) . 
12 0-480 hoops , 2 reams pape r ,  othe rwise a non-
standard measure . 
5 6/6 3 avoirdupois lb , 6 4  pin ts ( dry ) . 
196 lb , 2 5  muske t s , occasionally a superficia l  
me asure . 
72 -84 lb butter , 2 cwt whe at flour , 6 7 2  lb we i ght;  
110 gal lon s cide r ,  300 lb spi ce s , 2 2 4  lb tobaccoi 
8-11 cwt sugar. 
4 8  ale gallons , 54 bee r  gal lon s , 6 3  wine gal lons , 
lOO gal lon s mo las ses , 1 2 0 0  lb , 5 2 . 4  impe rial gal lons 
( 2  b a�re l s ) , Bri tish hogshead - 65 gal lons ale o r  

bee r ,  7 6  gal lon s wine . 
lOO , 108 , 112 , 120 lb . Usual ly 112 lb in impe rial 
me asure . 
12 -2 6  gal lon s oi l ,  5 2  lb whe at , lOO lb ginge r . 
10 gal lons ( some times l e s s ) , 1 cwt nails. 
10 me asure s cloth , 240 lb flax or woo l , 4 cwt yarn , 
2 80 lb mea l . 
301 lb ( usual ly a me asure o f  ballast) . 
12 bushe l s , peas , 16 bushels , s al t ,  108 impe rial 
gal lon s beer or ale , 1 2 0  impe rial gallon s  c ide r ,  
1 2 6  impe ri al gal lon s o i l  o r  w ine . A pipe i s  some time s 
called a butt and in wine measure e qual s a � tun . A 
ha l f-pipe of wine i s  a hogshe a d .  
16 oun ce s 
72 gallon s beer , 84 gal lons wine , sometimes also soap . 
60 skins of parchmen t .  Somet imes me ans a pie ce , 
30 s quare fee t,  in c lo th measurement . 
3 cwt cinn amon . 
42 g al lons o i l  or wine , 3 2 0  lb dry measure. 
2 0  cwt· 
84 avoirdupois lb . 
2 5 2  imperi al gal lons wine or oi l ,  2 5 9  gal lons ale 
or bee r ,  occa sionally 2 0 8 ,  2 4 0 , 2 5 0 , 30 3 gallons . 

( Source s : W . D .  John stone , For Good Me asure : A Comple te Compendium o f  
International We ights and Me asure s ,  New York , 1 9 75 ; R . E .  Z upko , 
A Di ctionary o f  Eng l i sh We ights and Mea sure s Fro� Anglo-Saxon 
Time s to the Nineteenth Century , Wiscon s in ,  1968 . ) 



VE!:SI�L 
( tO<Je the r w i th known 

c a l l s  in New Ze�l�nd) 

OUTWJIHD5 CJIRGO 

Vo l us i a  
1&29 
(K�pi t i )  

Vo l us i a  
1829 

C urren cy Lass 
18 30 
( Cook Strai t l  

E l i z a be th 
18 30 
( Kapi t i , Hok i ang al 

E l i zabeth ' Mary 
l8 30 
( Cook S trai t )  

Dnm a  Kemp 
18 30 

Made i ra Packet 
1830 

New Zea lander 
1830 

Norval 
� 
( Cook S t r a i t )  

Pri n ce o f  Denmark 
1836 
( Bay o f  I slands , 

Ta urang a ? l  

Tranmere 
18 3o 
(Cook S t rai t ) 

� _ I83T 

Currency Lass 
1931 

Currt-ncy Lass 
11111 
(N•J � �lot u) 

4 cases m u.,Jo:c ts , 1 b�rrel g un powder, 
1 p�cJo:�ge g un flints , 6 g rindstone & ,  
1 2  axes , 1 2  i ron po t s ,  1 pig lead , 
1 piece woollen cloth , 1 puncheon rum , 
2 ba�Jo:ets tobacco , 1 box tobacco pipes 
(S . G . T . L . , 2 0  .1\� ust 1 82 9 )  

4 case s ,  3 0  m uske ts , 3 casks g unpowde r ,  
1 bag shot , 2 4  i r on pots , 36 axe s , 
1 pig lead , 1 ton sal t , 1 puncheon rum 
( S . G . T . L . , 22 Octobe r 1 82 9 )  

5 barrels CJ il'l powde r ,  4 cases m uske ts , 
1 bag bullets , 12 i ron pots , 2 dozen 
axe s ,  1 package be lts , 1 case knives , 
1 ton flo ur ,  1 ton salt , 4 casks bee f ,  
1 cask brundy , 1 keg tobacco, stores 
(�. ,  2 3  November 1 8 30 )  

2 cases muske t s ,  5 barrels g un powder 
' s tores (� • •  27 July 1 8 30) 

4 cases muskets , 2 casksg unpowder 
( S . G . T . L. , 19 February 1 8 30) 

3 ca5es m uske ts , 16 kegs g unpowde r ,  
1 cask m usket balls , 1 box window 
g l ass , � ton sal t ,  1 bale slops , 
1 cask vineg a r ,  2 4  pairs b l ank e ts , 
1000 lbs flour ' bread , 1 pun cheon 
r un , 5 kegs tobacco (�. , 21 December 1 8 30 )  

2 casks flo ur ,  1 4  bag s bi scui t ,
· 

2 casks pork , 1 chest te a ,  1 cask 
s � a r ,  ll keg s .  g unpowde r ,  6 cases 
m uske t s , 1 bale slops, 1 cask r u. �  
5 baskets tobacco 
( S . G . T . L . , 5 February 1 8 30 )  

9 cases m uske ts , 2 0  hal f-barrels 
g unpowde r ,  2 cases tobacco pipe s ,  
1 piece sheet lead ' s tores 
( S . G . , 1 9  Octobe r 1 8 30) 

3 barrels g unpowde r ,  500 
2 8  lbs balls , 18 powder 
8 cases m uskets , 20 tons 
l hhd brandy ' s tores (�. , 17 A ug us t  1 8 30 1  

flints , 
flask s ,  
cask s , 

ll cases muskets , 1 7  barre ls powder ,  
9 bags s a l t ,  3 bags rice , 3 bags 
sugar , 2 cases soap , 1 bale s l ops , 
l cask vineg a r ,  6 bags nai l s ,  l hhd 
brandy , 2 p mcheon s  r 1J11 , 4 kegs 
tobacco ' stores 
( S . G . , 19 October 1 8 30 1  

5 casks m uske ts , 2 1  casks l keg 
g unpowde r ,  1 box tobacco pipes , 
1 case i ro�mongery , l ream cartridge 
pape r ,  l bale slops , 6 iron pots , 2 pig s lead , 1 keg tobacco 
(S . G . T . L . , 6 May 1 8 30) 

fWha l i ng s upp li e al  , 9 hhds flour , 
3 hhds rum , 2 pipes brandy , 3 kegs 
2 baskets tobacco , 3 cases muske t s ,  
3 kec;ts g un powde r ,  1 cask ale , 3 mats 
s ug ar ,  l bale blankets (�. , 3 May 1 8 31) 
6 ·

c�sea m uskets , 2 0  kegs g unpowde r ,  
2 cases h� rdwarc , 1 case tinware , 
1 keq tobacco ' stores 
( S . G

·
. ,  6 Scptcmbo1· l 8 ll )  

1 c�se muskt- ts , 1 0  barrels g unpowde r ,  
1 Cill'k · flint�> , 1 bo x  pipt- s ,  1 cask 
hil r<lwarco , 1 .b i.IHl lc �>lops, 1 punchcon run , 2 k('('l !I tol•.,cco · '  ll toros 
( �. , 20 September 1 8 31 )  

3 8 6  

l !IWJI HDS CI\HGO 
( �n d  con s ig nee o )  

4 0  tons flax , 5 tons potatoe s ,  
1 b un d le mats , 1 b 1X1dlo spears -
Crombic ,  Mc�1rcn ' Co 
( S . G . T . L . , 2 2  Octobe r 1 8 2 9 )  

3 5  tons flax , 1 ton potatoe s ,  S cask s 
pork , 3 bund le s  m a t s , 2 b undles 
spears - Cranbie , l·lcLaren ' Co 
( S . G . T . L . , 1 5  January 1 8 30 )  

80 tons flax - H .  Don n i son 
( �. ,  10 February 1 8 31 )  

35 tons f l ax  - Order (�. , 11 Jan uary 1 8 31 )  

31 tons flax - P .  Cavenagh 
( S . G . , 3 August 1 8 30 )  

1 0  tons flax - F .  Mitchell (�. , 10 May 1 8 31 )  

2 3 tons flax , 3 tons po rk ,  
4 0  l i ve pigs ' s undry returned 
s tores -
Thos Street 
( S . G . T . L . , 1 4  May 1 8 30 )  

2 �  tons flax - R .  Jone s (�. , 2 8  December 1 8 30 )  

1 1 0 .  t un s  black oi l ,  1 0  tons flax , 
6 tons whalebone , 2 0  empty casks -
J .  McLaren ' eo (�. , 9 November 1 8 30 )  

2 5  tons flax , 3000 ft plank -
J·. McLaren ' Co (�. , 5 Apri l 1 8 31 )  

1 7  tons flax (�. , 26 June 1 8 30 )  

4 0  tons flax - A .  Mossman , 
1 4  tons flax - John B i l l ing 
( S .�. ,  2 9  September 1 8 31 )  

2 8  tons flax , 30 spars -11 . Donnison 
( S . G . , 29 November 1 8 31 )  

1 7  tons flax - H . Donni son 
(�. , 21 Fobru.uy 1 8 32 )  



Da)t i n'J 
la 
(Mahia coastal 
cr uise ) 

Da r t  
ITir 

Fame 
mr 

Lord Liverpoo l  
is 31 
( Kawhi a )  

Prince o f  Denmark 
1 8 31 

Sydney Packet la3l 

Alex ander 
l8 32 

P r i n ce o f  Denm a rk 
l8 32 

Friendship 
1 8 3 3 
( Hokiang a )  

Lord Byron 
l8 3 3  
( We s t  Coas t )  

, sardaste r 
18 34 
( To l ag a Bay and 

t o ur  of North 
I s l and f l ax  
s tation s )  

4 bales woo l lens , l box leathe r ,  
9 cases m uske t s , 3 ca s k s  i ronrnon<Jery , 
1 case ha rdware , l box o i l ,  32 casks 
powde r ,  1 b0x colon i a l  pipe s ,  
l puncheon rum ,  5 baske ts tobacco & 
stores 
(�. , 15 February 1 8 31 )  

1 keg g unpa<ide r ,  3 kegs tobacco , 
1 p ll'l cheon whi s k e y  &. store s (�. , 25 Oc tobe r 1 8 31 )  

6 cases m usl:e ts , 2 0  cases g unpowde r ,  
2 bales s lops , 6 boxes tea , 6 bags 
s ug a r ,  2 cases tobacco pipe s , 
1 puncheon r um ,  2 skins tobacco ' 
stores 
( S . G . , 14 June 1 8 31 )  

1 3  case s m uskets , 1 case carto uche 
boxes , 6 2  casks g unpowde r ,  1 keg pig 
lead , 1 package l e ad , 1 b un dle leathe r ,  
1 bale s lop s , 1 case c a l i co pri n ts ,  
3 barre ls flo ur , 2 m a ts s ug a r ,  1 che s t  
tea , 1 case hardware , 1 ·pun cheon r um ,  
1 p un cheon whiske y , 1 pipe 3 hhds 
brandy , 1 hhd 3 cases g i n , l hhd tobacco 
( S . G . , 4 October 1 8 31 ) 

1 hhd brandy , 5 kegs tobacco , 4 boxes 
tobacco p i pe s ,  lOO i ron pots , 4 cases 
hardware , 6 cases muske t s , 24 casks 

- g unpowder ,  3 case s , 2 bales s lops & 
stores 
( S . G . , 16 August 1 8 31 )  

5 cases m uskets ,  1 0  casks g unpowde r ,  
2 casks ba l l s  & stores 
( S . G . , 2 5  October 18 31) · 

8 boxes tobacco pipe s , 1 9  casks 
powde r ,  1 cask flin ts , 20 musk e t s , 
1 shee t lead , 2 0  c a r touche boxe s ,  
1 crate i ronmong e ry , 1 ca.sk hardware , 
1 bale b lankets , 1 bale s h i r ting , 2 
g uns & s to re s  , 1 bale flanne l 
( S . G . , 5 J me 1 8  32 ) 

4 boxes tobacco p i pe s ,  1 bale s lops , 
1 bale blank e ts , 1 case i ronmonge ry , 
3 keg s tobacco , 1 hhd rum ' stores 
(S � G . , 8 May 1 8 32 ) 

2 cases muskets , 2 4  cartouche boxe s , 
1 bag ba l l s , 4 casks g unpowde r ,  
1 0 0 0  flin ts ,  1 case pipe s , 6 kegs 
colonial tobacco , 2 cask s rum ' stores 
( S . G . , 2 6  March 1 8 3 3 )  

5 1  kegs g unpowde r ,  7 case s m uske t s , 
3 rol l s  lead , 9 casks hardware , 
3 bag s sa l t ,  3 cases pipe s ,  3 bag s 
flour , 1 ba'l s ug a r ,  5 p uncheons 2 hhds 
r um , 5 keg s tobacco ' stores (�. , 1 Octobe r 1 8 3 3 )  

1 6  c�sks brand y ,  1 cask 7 cases g i n , 
59 keg s 11 skins tobacco , 5 cases 
4 casks wine , 2 hhds porte r ,  1 cask 
5 4  bags s ug a r ,  9 chests 6 boxe s  te a ,  
1 4  ba9 s rice , 1 cask 8 bags s a l t ,  
4 cas� s soap , 1 case candle s ,  
5 bilrre l s  7 9  kcq s g unpowde r ,  4 k eg s  
ba l l s ,  5 c.1sks pi tch , 4 8 coi l s  rope , 
3 case s m uske t s ,  1 0  bales b l ank e t s , 1 case bcads , 1 cask flin ts , l case 
shoos , 1 k c-.:1 lc .l thc r ,  2 c�ses appare l , 
2 c r � t e s  G�dd l c ry , 2 bales h�ts , 7 
ca�ks � cas�s 5 ba le s sl ops , 3 cases 
books , 4 c�sc� p i pr s , l O O  i ron po ts , 
1 0 0  axes , 1 an \· i  1 , 1 wash i nq m�china , 
2 ancho rs , 39 p:�ck.�qcs h .� nl;..aro &. i ron­
monqery , ·  1 C ll �c.:' cut h� t·y ,  2 5  b\.Uldlcs 
llOOJ, i ron , 1 c � s c  q l n � s , 1 c � s k  seeds , 
2 c,, ,;ks  he rrinq;; &. !l to res .  1 c.1Gk whi tinq · ( �"-'.· • 4 /1 \l) U� t 1 8 34 )  
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5 tons flax - J . B . Monte fiore ' Co (�. , 1 6  llug us t 1 8 31 )  

5 2  tons - J . B .  Be t tington (�. , 3 Jan uary 1 8 32 )  

9 5  tons flax , 2 7 0 0  fee t plank -
Richard Jones 
(�. , 2 9  September 1 8 31 )  

1 8  tons flax - F .  Mi tche l l  (�. , 7 February 1 8 32 )  

2 0  tons flax - John HcLaren 
(�. , 8 Novembe r 1 8 31 )  

3 8  tons flax - H . _  Phi l.l i ps 
( S . G . , 24 Jan uary 1 8 32 )  

1 6  tons flax , 8 8  pine planks -
( S . G . , 2 0  November 1 8 32 )  �. , 1 7  November 1 8 32 says 
7 0 0 0  ft timberJ 

4 5  tons flax , · 2 spars -
J .  �lcLaren & Co 
(�. , 1 4  Aug us t  1 8 32 )  

36 , 0 0 0  ft p l ank , 3 tons flax -
F .  Mi tche l 1 ;  2 0 0 0  ft boards , 
1 ton potatoes - Gannon ; sundry 
packages o f  re t urned cargo -E .  Biddulph 
( �. , 4 June 1 8 3 3 )  

flax 
(�. , 14 January 1 8 34 )  

1 0 8  tons flax , 3 0  t un s  oi l ,  3 tons 
wha lebone , 4 s e a l  skins , 3lb tort­
oiseshe l l ,  30 0 0  ft pine p l ank -
J .  McLaren & Co ; 
1 0 0  tons flax - R .  Jones & Co (�. , 1 1  November 1 8 34 )  



Forti tude 
1834 
( llokianga, 
l<awhia)  

Harlequin 
18 34 

Socrates 
l8 34 

Socrates 
l8 34 

Ind us try 
1835 
( Hok ianga )  

Nimrod 
� 
( Bay of Islands , 
Eas t  Coast ;  
Cloudy Bay) 

Ja:ne s Laing 
l8 36 
( Hoki anga )  

Achi l le s  
l8 3 7  
(Bay o f  Islands , 

Me rcury Bay, 
Wes t  Coast )  

' 

An n  
m? 
( Rag l.ln ) 

llilrlcquin 
. 19 37 

( E11st Coilst ,  
Day o f  Islands ) 

2 casks r um ,  3 casks brandy , 
30 cases gin , 1 5  casks tobacco , 
9 mats SUJ a r ,  5 chests tea ,  5 boxes 
candle s ,  7 bu�es soap, 9 casks bee f, 
15 casks tar , 3 cask s pi tch , 8 kegs 
pain t ,  6 jars oi l ,  3 bales blanke ts , 
3 cases pipe s ,  2 bundles twine , 1 2  
bolts can vas , 1 b a le slops , 2000 
bricks ' stores , 1 case m uske ts 
(�. , 6 Octobe r 1 8 34 )  

1 puncheon r� , 5 kegs tobacco , 9 casks 
g unpowder , 1 case pi pes , 1 case 1 bale 
slops , 2 cas�s hardware & stores (�. , 29 Apri l  1 8 34 )  

1 1  oackages i ron�ongery , 2  bales slops , 
1 bale blanke ts ,  6 casks a le ,  5 ohes ts 
tea (�. , 9 Jan uary 1 8 34 )  

1 cask ironmongery , 1 bale blanke ts , 
2 ca·sks ale , 1 case haberdashery , 
1 chest tea , 4 hhds rum , 1 tierce 
tobacco 
(�. , 2 October 1 8 34 )  

1 bale blanke ts , 1 case m uskets ,  1 case 
hardware , 1 cask rice , 2 pipes tobacco , 
3 kegs tobacco & stores 
( S . G . T . L . , 15 Atg ust 1 8 35 )  

3 0  kegs g unpo.,de r ,  2 cases m uskets , 1 
case ironmongery , 3 cases tobacco-pipes , 
1 c ase stationery , 1 case medicine , 
1 cask tobacco & stores 
( S . G . T . L . , 5 September 1 8 35 )  

3 cases m uskets , 2 hhds ·porter , 1 cask 
wine , 1 cask s �.g ar ,  30 iron pots , 5 
barri:! ls flour, 1 2  bags rice , 5 bags 
sugar, S jars paint oi l ,  1 jar t urpen­
tine , 4 boxes soap , 1 keg whi te lead , 
1 cask cheese , 3 bags biscuits , 1 keg 
shot., 3 bales slops , 2 dozen shovels , 
1 9  kegs gunpowder ,  1 1  cases g roce rie s ,  
2 casks earthenware , 4 bales blankets , 
3 t·ubs 16 b 1:1d le s  spades ,  1 cask. slops , 
1 cask i ronmongery , 2 casks fowling - · 

pieces , 1 coi l rope & stores 
(S • . G . T . L . , 20 August 1 8 36 )  

3 cases clock s ,  4 tierces 4 0  baskets 
34 kegs tobacco , 2 casks porte r ,  
6 casks 1 6  � a t s  s ug ar, 4 cases appare l ,  
2 cases g roceries , 1 9  sheep , 3 cases 
book s ;  31 packages hardware , � 0  
t>ackages furn i t ure , 4 · p uncheons 1 8  
casks r um ,  6 0  barrels flour , 2 case s 
hats , 5 boxes pipe s , SO boxes soap , 
12 barrels \1neq a r ,  2 casks earthenware , 
1 5  bags 5 cask s .  rice , ·  4 0  cask s wine , 
5 tons bread , 5 9  packages g unpowder ,  
1 hhd brandy , 5 casks salt , 2 bales 2 
casks 2 packages s lops , 3 cases m uskets , 
2 casks sago, 1 cask currants , 2 chests 
6 half-chests 5 packages tea 
( S . G . T . L . ,  2 September 1 8 37)  

1 ton flo ur ,  3 bags s ug ar, 3 bag s  sa l t ,  
1 tierce bee f,  8 bags bread , 4 dozen · 
iron pot·s , 1 c11se axes , 1 case m uskets , 
3 boxes tob.,cco, 4 hhds g in 
( S . G . "T . L . , 16 �c"mbcr 1 8 37 )  

6 0  tierces �alt , 3 2  kegs g unpowde r ,  3 
casks i r onm0ng � ry ,  1 barrel gin , 9 kegs 
10 baskets tob.1cco 
(S . G .  T . L . , 9 SC.ptcmbe r 1 8  37 ) 
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2 0  casks black oi l ,  5 0 , 0 0 0  ft plank , 
9 tons potatoes - Orde r ;  
37 casks powde r ,  1 cask bacon -
R .  Duke ; 2 casks a rrowroot - Aspinall 
& Co ; 4 bales wool - Campbe l l  ' Co 
( S . G . T . L . , 1 0  Jan uary 1 8 34 )  

1 8  tons fl ax - J .  Wye r; 
5 tons potatoe s , 3 casks pork -
J .  Payne 
( S . G . , 8 July 1 8 34 )  

8 0 , 0 4 0  ft pine , 4 tons potatOi:!s 
( 3  chests te a ,  1 case m uskets -
returned carg o )  
( L . A . ,  3 Apri l . 1 8 34 )  

70 , 00 0  ft pine 
( L . A . , 1 1  Decem be r  1 8 34 )  

2 5  tons fl ax - R .  Duke 
( S . G . T . L . ,  2 3  Jan uary 1 8 36 )  

4 5 tons flax .  s· tons potatoes , 
1 50 bushels m a i ze , 2 cases m uskets , 
1 case natural c uriosities - J . B .  
Mon te fiore & Co : 1 2 0 0  b ushe l s  cai ze , 
1 ton whalebone , 1 case natural 
curiosities - F .  Hepburn ; 1 3  casks 
black oi l - R. Campbe l l  j r .  ' eo 
( S . G . T . L . , 2 8  November 1 8 35 )  

7�  , 92 0  fee t  pine , 3 cases m uskets , 
2 bundle s  shove ls , 16 pieces wOod 
samples - R. Jones ' Co 
( S . G . T . L . , 2 9  October 1 8 36 ) 

80 pieces cowdie timbe r , 1 2 0  cowdie 
masts , 1 0 5  cowdie plank s ,  5 tons 
flax - Dacre & Wilks : 1 case fowling­
pieces , 1 case s lops , 1 cask �xe s ,  
1 c ask hardware , 1 hal f-pipe Cape 
wine , 3 hhds vinegar , 1 0  packaqes 
powder ,  1 cask i ron pot s , 1 keg 
tobacco - returned cargo 
( S . G . T . L . , 1 3  Jan uary 1 8 38 )  

' ton whalebone , 1 2 , 00 0  feet boards & p lank , 10 pigs - W . JI . Chapman 
( S . G . T . L . , 7 Apri l 1 8 38 )  

1 4 0 0  b ushe ls wheat , 39 casks pork , 
2 casks l.Jrd , 10 tons flax -
F. Petorson 
( S . G . T . L . ,  25 November ·1 8 37 )  



B r <1 z i  1 P<1cket 
Is :sa 
( llok i<lng a )  

H a r lequi n 
1 8  38 
( Bay o f  I s lan d s )  

Bee 
1 8 39 
( Man uk a u ,  

Tham e s )  

Hami l ton 
1 8 39 
( Hok i anga) 

Nim rod 
� 
( Bay o f  I s l ands , 

Thame s )  

' 

2 cases i rorenonge ry , 12 b<1g!l n a i l s , 
1 bale s lops , 1 c<1se hardw<lre , 5 
dozen spade s ,  1 C <l SC a[,parc l ,  1 h<lle 
b l onke ts , 5 casks flo ur , � ton flour , 
4 0 0 0  brick s , 7 bag s s u:� ar ,  3 che s t s  te a ,  
2 cases wine 
( C . C . , 8 December 1 8 38)  
16 casks ironmonge ry ,  4 cask s h a rdware , 
2 bale s blanke ts , 30 ton s oi l cask s , 
8 casks slops , 4 cwt le a d ,  � ton i ron 
hooping , 5 boxes pipe s ,  60 kegs 
g unpowde r ,  2 cases m uske ts , 3 che s t s  
tea , 4 b a g s  2 cask s s ug ar , 1 cask 
chee se , 1 box soap , 2 hhds flo ur ,  1 
p un cheon 4 hhds r um ,  15 cases 1 cask 
gin , 5 hhds brandy , 15  keg s tobacco 
( S . G . T . L . , 5 May 1 8 38 )  
6 8  tierces sa l t , 4 cases pipe s ,  2 0  kegs 
g unpowde r ,  150 i r on pots , 2 casks i ron­
mongery , 1 bale b lankets , 20 b und le s  
spades , 15  tons cask s , 2 casks s l ops , 
8 kegs tobacco , 5 kegs brandy 
(� • •  2 4  Au:J USt 1 8 3 9 )  

1 cask ale , 1 cask irc��onge ry ,  1 
package col lar� . 2 case s book s , 
1 package hats , 2 pipes wine , 4 pipe s 
wine , 8 quarter-pipes wine , 1 4  cases 
Geneva , 2 casks wine , 1 hhd brandy , 
1 tierce tobacco 
( C . C . , 12 Jan uary 1 8 39 )  
3 casks 1 3  bags s u:� a r ,  1 cask 1 case 
oatmeal , 6 h a l f-chests tea , 20 boxes 
soap , 14 bag s 31 casks s a l t , 1 c a s k  
medi cine , 1 cask b a r le y ,  1 b a g  hops , 
1 bag m a l t , 1 case wine , 1 case c urr an t s , 
1 case crockery , 2 cases habe rdashery , 
1 case book s , 5 C<lsks earthenware , 2 
plou:�hs , 15 cases appare l ,  1 se raphine , 
1 case book s , 1- cask ax le s ,  1 oackage 
ten t ' poles , 1 case furnit ure , i case 
i ron bolts , 2 cask s clover seeds , 1 
case s lates , 1 cases 1 keg i ronmong e ry , 
4 cases 1 package 1 cask hardware , 1 hhd 
sadd le ry , 2 puncheons turne ry , 41 casks 
nai l s ,  2 kegs pota sh , 6 can s turpe n tine , 
1 cask SPerm cand les , 2 case s s t ationery , 
5 cases hats , 2 h arrows , 2 b un d l e s  hand­
kerchie fs ,  20 bag s bread , 5 tierces 37 
kegs 6 boxes tobacco , 2 barre l s  1 case 
brandy , 2 pipe s  arrack , 4 hhds r um , 4 
bales 1 cas.e s loos , 1 bale blanke ts , 
1 0  bags flo ur ,  SS cases g i n , 1 0  box e s  
pipes , 8 bundles spades , 2 8  shooks ,  
4 0  barrels g unpowde r ,  4 3  packages 
baggag e ,  80 boxes soap 
( S . G . T . L . , 2 3 February 1 8 39 )  

3 8 9  

2 5 , 5 97 ft squared timbe r ,  
6 9 , 6 59 f t  S<lWn tirn be r - Edd i e , Welsh 
& Co ; 1 ton potatoes - Young '(S,f. , 2 March 1 8 39 )  

7 tons flax , 35 tie rce s pork , 
2 barre l s  l a rd , 2 5 0  bush e l s  m a i ze , 
1 0  tons potatoes - F .  Pe terson 
( S . G . T . L . ,  4 A u:J US t  1 8 38 )  

4 4  spars , 2 4  loads timbe r ,  35 casks 
pork , 2 casks lard , l O O  b ushels 
m a i ze , 21  tons potatoe s , 3 cw t  flax -
F .  Pe te rson 
( S . G . T . L . , 2 Novembe r 1 8 39 )  

70 , 0 00 ft timbe r ( The newspaper 
e l sewhere s ugge s te d  that the total 
was perhaps double this , as some 
timber appears to have been o ff­
loaded a t  Port Phi l l ip be fore the 
ve s s e l  reached Launce s ton . )  ( S,f  . •  2 5  May 1 8 3 9 )  
5 8 3  spars , 2 0  tons potatoe s ,  8 8  
boards - R .  Dacre ; 2 casks pork , 
35 0 boards , 3 packages tobacco , . 6 bags 
s ug a r  - R. Mi lne ; 1 case 3 bales 
appare l · - J. Dalley 
( S . G . T . L . , 25 May 1 8 39 )  



' 
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NOTE TO APPENDIX 2 4  

The cargoe s h a ve been se le cted i n  the fol lowing w ay . 
A total o f  1 4 5  carg o  m ani fests taken from dat a re l ating 
to New S o uth Wale s we re l i s ted in alphabe ti c a l  o rde r for 
e ach o f  the years 1 8 2 9 -1 8 39 .  A 2 5  percent ( 3 6 i tem ) 
sam p le was de cide d  upon . It was chosen by us ing random 
n umbers and counting down the li sts un ti l 3 6 c argoe s had 
been s e le cte d .  Four timber cargoe s entered into 
La un ce s ton have been adde d  to a l low fo r a bri e f compari­
son be tween the c argoe s from the two ports . 

Howe ve r the re are di ffi c ul ti e s  in attempting to use 
de s criptions o f  export c argoe s as a me as ure o f  wha t  
Maori s re ce i ved for the i r  wood and fibre . T o  begin wi th 
the re is no way o f  de te rmining whi ch item s  among the 
wide se lection o f  goods in the o utwards c argoe s we re those 
which were exch anged for the timbe r and fl ax in the ret urn 
c arg o . Ne i the r c an i t  be shown that any o f  the products  
in the export cargoes had been used to  acq ui re the 
parti c ul ar timbe r or fl ax the ve s se l  took to Sydney o r  
Hobart . Inste ad the goods m a y  have been use d  t o  re s tock 
a re s i dent agent ' s  or a whaling s tation ' s  s to re , whi le 
the timbe r or fl ax had been pre vi o us ly p urchased in 
exchange for qui te di f fe rent g oods . Nor are the shippiqg 
records enti re ly re li able . For example the de c laration s 
o·f re turned goods to be fo und among st the i nwards cargoe s 
o f  the Achi lles  1 8 3 7 ,  the Forti t ude 1 8 3 4 and the Socrate s  
1 8 34 ,  inc l ude d goods which we re not de c lared i n  the 
p ub li shed m ani fe s ts when the ve s s e l s  le ft fo r New Z e al and . 

There are other q ua l i fication s to be borne in m ind 
when using the se data . Because the conduct o f  the tr ade 
req ui red pro longe d  contact an d co-operation between Maori s 
an d E urope an s i t  also g a ve Maori s opportuni ti e s  to g e t  
E urope an goods b y  me thods othe r than the exchanging o f  
wood and fibre . For example Maori s '  thi e ving and begg i ng 
fo r g i fts  we re e ve ryday occurren ces whi l e  ve s se ls  lay in 
New Z e a l and , according to Europe an narrative s  and comment­
arie s . Al so vi si ting t raders , because o f  the dur ation o f  
the i r  s tay and be c a use they ne ce s s ari ly had to engage 
Maori s to help them find ,  co llect an d load the s e  products , 
provided Europe an goods to Maori s in re t urn for servi ce s ,  
for food and for p ro s ti t utes . 



FREQUENCY OF APPEARANCE OF SELECTED I �E MS �10N GST THE OUTWARDS CARGOES 
OF VES SELS IN THE S AMPLE1 OF VESSELS EN GAGED IN THE TIMBER AND FLAX TRADE , 
1 82 9 -1 8 39 .' 

Y E AR 
I T E M  1 82 9  1 8 30 1831 1832 18 3 3  1834 1835 1836 18 3 7  1838 1939 

Al cohol 2 5 7 1 2 5 - 1 3 2 3 

Ar.ms/Ammun ition 2 9 9 1 2 2 1. 1 2 1 2 

Blanke ts - 1 1 2 - 4 1 1 - 2 2 

Cl othing - 4 6 1 - 5 - 1 1 2 3 

Foods tuf fs - 4 2 - 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 

Iron Pots 2 2 1 - - 1 - 1 1 - 1 

Muske ts 2 9 8 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 -

Pipe s ( Tobacco ) 1 2 4 2 2 3 1 - 1 1 2 

Soap - 2 - - - 2 - 1 1 1 2 

Tea - 1 3 - - 4 - - 1 2 1 

Tobacco 1 5 8 1 2 4 2 - 3 1 3 

Too ls/ I ronmongery 2 3 4 2 1 4 2 1 3 2 3 

TOTAL ANNUAL CARGOES 2 9 9 2 2 5 2 1 3 2 3 

1 .  Appendix 2 4 .  
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APPEND IX 2 6  
BRITISH AND B RITISH COLONIAL VESSELS WH ICH VIS ITED NEW ZEALAND ON 
GOVE RNMENT BUSINES S ,  1 7 9 3-1 8 4 0 .  

3 9 2  

DATE ON COAST VESSEL MASTER OBJECT OF V I S I T  

1 7 9 3 
1 7 9  3 
1 7 9  3 
1 8 0 4  
1 8 06 
1 8 2 0  
1 82 0  
1 8 2 1  
1 8 2 0  
1 8 2 2  
1 82 3 
1 8 2  3 
1 8 2  3 
1 82 3 
1 8 2 5  
1 8 2 4  
1 82 4  
1 8 2 4  
1 82 5  
1 8 2 6  
1 82 7  
1 8 2 7  
1 8 2 8  
1 8 2 8  
1 8 2 9  
1 8 2 9  
1 8  30 
1 8  31 
1 8 32 
1 8 32 
1 8  3 3  
1 8 3 3  
1 8 3 3 
1 8  33 
18 33 
18 34 
1 8 34 
1 8  34 
1 8  34 
1 8  35 
1 8  35 
1 8" 36 
1 8  36 
1 8  37 

1 8  37 
1 8  38 
1 8  37 
1 8  38 
1 8 38 
1 8 38 
1 8  38 
1 8  39 
1 8  39 
1 84 0  
1 8 4 0  

January 
A \)j US t  

October 
June 
Apr i l -May 
Feb - De c  
M a y  -
June 

November -
March 
Apr i l  
May-AUj 
Novembe r -
March 

Feb-March 
Apr-June 
June -
March 
February 
January 
Mar-Apr 
Februacy 
May 
Jan -Feb 
September 
May 
November 
March 
November 
Feb-March 
May-June 
J une 
A \)j US t 
Novembe r -
June 
March 
Sept-Oct 
Sept-Oct 
March 
December 
June-Jul y  
Sept-Oct 
May-July 

Septembe r ­
March 
Octobe r 
May-June 
J uly 
J uly-Sept 
December­
Jan uary 
Mar- June 
Jan-March 
Apr-July 

HMS Daedal us 
Bn. tann 1 a  

HMC Sloop Franc i s  
HMC Brig Lady Nel son 
HMC Brig Lady Ne lson 
HM Store Ship Dromedary 

Hansen 
Raven 

Ri:!id 
Symonds 
Symonds· 
Skinne r 

HM S tore Ship Coromande l Downie 
HMC Schooner Prince Regen t  Ken t  

HMC Brig Snappe r 
HMS Sate l lite 
HMC Cutte r Me rm a id 

HMC Brig Eli z abeth 
Henr1etta 

HMS Tee s  
HMS Tee s  

HMC Cutter Mermaid 
HMS Larne 
HMS warspi te 
HMS Ra1nbow 
HMS Pandora 
HMC Schooner I s abe l la 
HMS Sate l l i te 
HMS S ucce s s  
H MS  Crocod1 le 
Ht-lS Zebra 
HMS Zebra 
HMS Charrenge r 
HMS Imogene 
HMS Imc;><tene 
HMC Br1g Governor Phi l l i p  
HMC Schooner I s abella 

HM Store Ship B u f f a l o  
HMS Alligator 
HMS Al ligator 
HMC Schoone r I s abe l l a  
HMS Hyaci nth 
HMS Beag le 
HMS Zebra 
HM Br1g Victor 
HMS Rat t le snake 

HM Store Ship B u f fa lo 
HM Brig Conway 
HM S t9 re Ship B uf falo 
HM Brig Conwaz 
HM Brig Pe lorus 

HM Brig Pe lor us 
James 
HMS Herald 
H M  Store Ship B u f fa lo 

Edwardson 
C urrie 
Ken t  

Ken t  
Coe 
Coe 

Pen s  on 
Kingcombe 

Ro us 
Je r vo i s  
F i sk 
Laws 
Je r vo i s  
Mon tague 
de S a un a re z  
MacMurdo 
Freeman t le 
B l ack wood 
B lack wood 
Lewi s 
Hanson/ Kinghorne 
S a d l e r  
Lambe r t  
Lambe r t  
Boy le 
B l ackwood 
Fi t zR6y 
McCrae 
Cro z i e r  
Hobs on 

Sadler 
Be th une 
Sadle r 
Bet h une 
Che twoode 

Harding 
Todd 
N i a s  
Wood 

Col le c t  Maoris 
Re turning Tuk i tah ua & Ngahur u­

h ur u  
To D usk y  Bay 

Re t urn Te Pahi 
Timber 

Timber 
Escort d uty 

Flax 
Cruise 
F l ax 

Flax 
Crui se 
Sal vage o f  Eli zabe th Hen rietta 

S a l vage of Eli zabe th Hen rie t ta 
Cruise 
Cruise 
Took Ma rsden to New Ze a l an d  
Cruise 
Cruise 
Cruise 
Cruise 
Took Archdeacon to New Zealand 
French s care 
Taranaki to prote ct trade rs 
Cr ui se 
Crui se 
Took B usby to New Zea land 
A fter convicts 
A fter con victs 

Timbe r 
A fter con victs 
Harri e t  re s c ue  
ASS l S t  Alligator 
Cr ui se · 

S urvey 
Crui se 
C r ui se 
O ffer protection to re s i dent s  

and shipping d ur ing Pomare­
Titore war 

Timber 
Crui se 
Timber 
C r ui se 
Cruise 

Took Bi shop to New Ze a land 
A fte r convicts 
Took Hobson to New Zea land 
Timber 
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B IBLI OGRAPHY 

PART I :  CONTEMPORARY SOURCES 

A :  O f fi c i al P ape rs 

( l )  Unp ub li shed 

Greei.t Britain 
New So uth Wal e s  
New Zealan d  
Van Diem e n  ' s  Lan d  

( 2 ) P ub l i she d 

B :  Non -O f fi c i a l  So urce s 

( l ) M.an us cripts 

Aus tralian Ins ti t ution s :  

Archi ve s  O f fi ce o f  New S o uth Wale s 
Dix s on Library 
Mi t che l l  Library 
N ation al Lib rary o f  Aus trali a 
Tasm ani an State Library 

New Ze alan d  In s ti t ution s :  

Alex ander Turn b ul l  Library 
A uck l an d  In s ti t ute and Muse uu Library 
A uck l an d  P ub l i c  Lib rary 
Auck l an d  Uni ve r s i ty Lib ra ry 
Be rn ard Sl aden Re se a rch Library , Tauranga 
Hocken Lib ra ry 

( 2 ) P ub l i cations 

( a ) Book s 

( b ) Arti c le s  and B roadsheet s  

( c )  Newspapers ,  Mag a z ines a n d  Mi s s i on ary 
Reg i s ters 

( d )  Alman ack s and Di re ctorie s  

( e )  Co l le c tion s  o f  Hi s tori ca l  Re cords 

PART I I :  LATE R WORKS 

' 
A :  Unpubli shed Materi als 

( l )  Mi s ce ll an e o us  Man us cript S o ur ce s  

( 2 ) The se s and Research P apers 

B :  P ub li cations 

( l )  B ook s 

( 2 ) Arti cles 

( 3 ) B i b l i og raphies , Gui de s  and Re fe ren ce Work s  
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PART I :  CONTEMPORARY SOURCES 

A :  O f fi ci al Pape rs  

( 1 )  Unp ub li shed 

GREAT B RITAIN 

( P ub l i c  Record O f fi ce fi le s m ai n l y. on A us tralian Joi n t  Copying 
P ro j e ct m i cro fi lm . )  

a )  Admi ra l ty and Se cre tari at : 

b )  

c )  

P ape rs , 
( ADM 1 /1 5 6 9 , 1 6 7 8 , 1 7 4 9 , 1 81 9 , 1 82 0 , 1 9 6 5 , 1 9 7 0 , 
2 0 8 8 ,  2 0 8 9 , 2 371 ) 
( ADM 1 /4 2 4  8 ,  photocopy fran P ub li c  Re cords O f fi ce.) 

Log Book s , e tc .  Ma s te rs ' Log s ,  
( ADH 5 2 / 39 38 , 4 0 0 2 , 4 34 1 -2 ) 

Log Book s , e tc .  S upplemen tary , Series I :  Mas te rs ' Log s ,  
( ADM 5 4 / 3 3 )  

Log Book s , e tc .  S upp lementary , Series I I : Exp lo ration s ,  
( ADM 5 5 / 3 8 ) 

Board o f  Trade : · rn....:. Letter s and F i l e s , Genera l , .  1 7 9 2 - 1 8 4 0 , 
( BT 1 : · Austral ian Joint Copying �ro j e� t , . Ree l s  3 0 5 6 -
3 0 6 4 )  

Coloni.a l  O f fi ce : 
New So uth Wale s Orig i n a l  Corre spondence to the 
S e c re t�ry o f  S tate , 1 7 8 4 -1 8 4 1 , 
( C02 0 1/1 , 2 , 6 -2 1 , 2 5 - 34 ,  36 , 37 , 39 - 4 1 , 4 4 , 4 5 , 4 7 -5 0 , 
5 2  - 5 4 1 5 6 - 6 0 ; 6 2 -6 4 1 6 7 - 7 0 1 7 2 1 7 3 1 7 6 - 8 3 1 8 5 1 8 7 1 8 8 1 
9 0 - 9 7 , 1 0 0 -1 0 2 , 1 0 5 -1 0 8 , 11 0 -1 1 3 ,  1 2 9 -L 31 , 1 4 1 , 1 4 2 , 
1 4 6 -1 4 9 , 1 5 5 - 15 7 ,  1 5 9 , 1 6 0 , 1 6 4 -1 6 8 ,  1 7 0 ,  1 7 5 -1 8 0 , 
1 8 5 -1 9 8 , 2 0 4 - 2 0 7 , 2 1 1 - 2 1 5 , 2 1 8 -2 30 , 2 34 -2 36 , 2 38 - 2 4 1 , 
2 4 3-2 5 1 , 2 5 7 , 2 5 8 ,  2 6 0 -2 6 8 , 2 7 5 -2 8 3 , 2 8 5 , 2 8 6 ,  2 8 8 -Z9 3 ,  
2 9 5 , 2 9 6 , 3 0 4 ,  305 , 31 3- 31 5 )  

New S o uth Wales Mi s ce l l anea , B l ue  Book s and Stat i s t i c al 
Re t urn s , 1 82 2 -1 8 4 1 , 
( C02 0 6/6  3- 8 2 )  

New Ze a l and Orig inal Corre sponden ce , 1 8 30 -1 8 4 0 , 
( C02 0 9 /1 - 8 ) 

Tasm an i a  Mi s ce l lane a , B l ue Book s , 1 8 2 2 -1 8 4 0 , 
( C02 8 4 /4 4 -6  3 )  

Co lon ie s  Gene ral Orig in a l  Corre sponden ce , 1 8 2 5 -1 8 4 5 , 
( C0 32 3/2 0 3-2 0 9 , 2 1 1 -2 1 4 � 2 1 7 -2 30 ) . 

Colon i e s Gene ra l  En t ry B ook s o f  Corre spondence , Seri e s  
I ,  1 81 8 -1 8 4 0, 
( C0 32 4/1 4 0 - 1 4  7 )  



d )  C us tom s : 
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Imports into Colonie s by Co un try , 1 8 32 -1 8 41 , 
( CUST 6/1 -1 0 )  
( Dr P . W . T .  Adam s  s upplied me wi th hi s note s  taken 
from the se vol unes at the Publi c Re cords O f fi ce , 
London . )  

e )  Home O f fi ce : 

Vario us : Correspondence and Pape rs , Dep artmenta l , 
Counci l O ffi ce , 
( HO 31 /4 ) 

f) Pri vy Co unci l : 

Pape rs , Main ly Unbo und , 
( PC 1 / 39 6 7 ,  4 30 3 ) 

g )  Treas ury : 

In -Le tte rs and Fi le s , Tre as ury Board Papers , 
( Tl/7 4 6 , 2 36 1 , 2 38 9 , 2 8 30 )  

NEW SOUTH WALES 

( Mainly in Archi ve s  O f fic� o f  New S o uth Wale s ) 

a )  Colon i al Se cre tary i 

( i )  Corre sponden ce 
Le tte rs Re ce i ved , Indexe s to Reg i s te rs 1 8 2 9 -1 8 4 0 , 
( 2 3 4 5 , 2 3 4 8 , 2 35 1 , 2 35 4 , 2 35 7 , 2 36 0 , 2 36 2 , 2 36 4 , 2 36 6 , 
2 36 8 ,  2 37 0 , 2 372 , 2 37 4 , 2 37 6 , 2 37 8 , 2 38 0 , 2 382 , 2 38 4 ) 

Le tte rs Re ce i ved , Reg i s te rs o f  L'e tte rs Re cei ve d ,  
1 8 2 9 - 1 8 4 0, 
( 2 34 6 - 7 , 2 34 9 - 5 0 , 2 352 - 3 ,  2 35 5 - 6 , 2 35 8 - 9 , 2 36 1 , 2 36 3 , 
2 36 5 , 2 36 7 ,  2 36 9 , 2 3 71 , 2 37 3 ,  2 37 5 , 2 37 7 , 2 37 9 ,. 2 3 8 r ,  
2 3 8 3 � 2 38 5 ) 

Reg i s ter o f  Min ute s and Mem o randa Re ce i ve d ,  1 8 2 6 - 1 8 4 1 ,  
( 4 /1 0  7 4 - 5 ) 

Le tte rs and Pe ti tion s  Re cei ved , 1 81 0 , 1 8 1 2 , 1 81 3 ,  1 8 2 2 ,  
( 4 /1 72 3 ,  1 72 7 , 1 7 2 8 ,  1 7 5 3) 

Le tte rs Re ce i ved , 1 8 2 9 , 1 8 3 3 ,  
( 4/2 0 2 0 , 2 1 9 9 . 2 )  

Le tters Rece i ve d , 1 8 3 3-1 8 4 0 ,  
( Ar 1 in NPL/D ) 

Let ters Re ce i ved , C ustom s , 1 8  32 -1 8 39,  
( 4/ 2 1 9 0 , 2 2 35 . 2 , 2 2 72 . 5 ,  2 31 5 . 2 ,  2 35 7 . 2 , 2 39 8 . 3 ,  

. 2 4 4 6 . 2 )  



' 

b )  
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Letters  Re cei ved , New Ze a l and , 1 8 31 -1 8 4 2 ,  
( 4/21 2 7 . 7 ,  2 1 6 4 . 2 ,  2 2 4 6 . 2 ,  2 2 8 7 . 3 ,  2 32 6 . 2 ,  2 36 8 . 2 ,  

2 41 2 . 1 , 2 4 6 0 . 3 , 2 5 01 , 2 5 4 0 , 2 5 81 . 4 )  

Letters  Re ce i ved , Van Diemen ' s  Land , 1 8 3 3- 1 8 34 ,  
( 4/2 2 1 8 1 2 2 6 5 ) o 

Copie s o f  Le tte rs Sent Wi thin the Co lony , 1 8 2 2 -1 8 2 3 , 
( 4 / 35 0 5 - 7 )  

Copies o f  Le tte rs Sen t O ut s i de the Colony , ' Fore ign ' ,  
1 8  31 -1 8 39, 
( 4/ 35 2 3- 4 )  

Copie s  o f  Le tte rs to the Col lector and Con t ro l l e r  o f  
C us tom s and the S ur veyor o f  Di s ti l le rie s , 1 82 7 -1 8 4 0 , 
( 4/ 36 9 5 - 7 ) 

Copies o f  Le tte rs Sent to Judi ci al Estab l i shmen t� , 
the Sheri f f  and the Corone rs , 8 September 1 8 2 8-2 7 
Feb ruary 1 8  30 , 
( 4/ 37 37 )  

Copie s o f  Le tters  to the Mas te r  At tendant ,  Mas te rs o f  
Ship , the Harbo ur Mas te r and the Port Mas te r ,  1 8 32 - 1 8 34 ,  
( 4/ 37 8 0 )  

Cop i e s  o f  Le tte rs to Naval and Mi li tary O f fi ce rs 
1 8  32 - 1 8 39 , 
( 4/ 37 9 9 - 3 8 0 1 ) 

( i i )  Othe r Pape rs 

Ret urns o f  the Co lony , 1 82 2 - 1 82 3 , 1 82 5 -1 8 4 1 , 
( 4/2 5 1 - 2 7 3 ) 

Nava l  O f fi ce rs ' Quarte r ly Reports ,  1 8 1 0 -1 8 2 4 1  
( X6 9 8 - X7 0 1 ) 

Ships Mus te rs , 1 81 6 - 1 8 2 5 , 
( 4/4 7 71 - 5 ) 

S ydne y  Harbo ur Mas ters ' Dai ly Reports o f  Ve s se ls 
Arri ving and Depa rting , 1 8 2 6 -1 8 4 0 , 
( 4/51 39- 6 0 ) 

Reports o f  Ve s se ls Arri ve d  ( Shipping Reports ) ,  
1 82 6 -1 8 4 1, 
( 4/51 9 8- 5 2 2 0  and WAre , m i c ro fi lm ,  N ZMS Ree l s 6 and 7 )  

Co ur t o f  Ci vi 1 Jur i s di ction : 

Mi sce l l ane o us Ag reements , Indent ure s , As s ignmen t s , 
( 1 1 1 3 ,  B und le 30 ) 



Indi ctmen ts and In formation s  1 8 0 9 -1 8 1 3 1  
( 1 1 4 6 ) 

Criminal Papers 
( 1 1 5 2 , Bundle 1 0 )  

Appointments , Comm i s s ion s and Li cen ce s ,  
( 1 1 5 7 , Bundle 2 0 )  
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c )  Cus tom s : 

' 

Index to Le tte rs Re ce i ved from the Colon i a l  Se cre tary , 
1 8 2 9 -1 8 4 0, 
( 4 / 5 0  3 8 - 9 ) 

Copie s  o f  Le tters Sent to the Board o f  Commi s s i oners 
o f  C us tom s , London , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 4 0, 
( 4 /5 0 4 5 - 6 ' 5 0 5 8 )  

Index to Enclos ures an d Pol i cy Di rec tion s  Re cei ve d  
from the Bo ard o f  Comm i s s ione rs o f  C us tom s , London , 
1 8 2 6 - 1 8 4 0 ,  
( 4/5 0 5 5 )  

Index to Le t ters  Sent to the Bo ard o f  Comm i s si one rs 
o f  Cus tom s , London , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 4 6, 
( 4/5 0 5 6 ) 

In dex to Le t te rs Re ce i ved from the Bo ard o f  
Comm i s s ione rs o f  Cus toms , Lon don , 1 8 2 6 -1 8 38 ,  
( 4/5 0 5 7 )  

Le t te rs from Board o f  C us tom s , Lon don , 1 82 6 -1 8 3 3 , 
( S P  1 0 8 3 in Aus tralian Arch i ve s  O f fi ce , Sydney.) 

Le t te rs Re ce i ve d  from the Board o f  Comm i s s ione rs o f  
C us tom s , London , 1 8 34-1 8 4 0 ,  
( 4 / 5 0 5  9 - 6  3 )  

Le tte rs Re cei ve d  from the S Ub- Co l le c tor o f  Cus tom s , 
Port Phi l lip , 1 8 36 -1 8 4 0 ,  
( 4/5 0 7 4 )  

Le t ters  Re ce i ved from Colon i a l  Secre ta ry , 1 82 9 -1 8 4 0 ,  
( 4 /5 0 7 6 - 8 6 ) 

Index to Le tters  Sen t  to the Col on i a l  Secre tary , 
O f fi cials  and Pri vate Pe rson s, l 82 9 -1 8 4 0 , 
(4/51 0 4 )  

Copie s o f  Le t ters Sent Wi thin the Co lony o f  New S o uth 
Wale s , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 41 , 
( 4 /51 0 5 -6 , 51 0 8 - 9 ) 

Le tte rs .Re ce i ved from Pri vate Indi vi d ua l s , 1 8 31 -1 8 4 0 1  
( 4/51 1 2 ) 



d )  Ex e c uti ve Coun ci l :  

Appendi ce s to the Min ute s , 1 82 5 -1 8 4 0, 
( 4 /1 4 38 - 4 4 )  

Min ute Books , 1 82 5 -1 8 4 0 , 
( 4/1 5 1 5 - 9 ) 

e )  Go ve rn or : 

Governor • s De spatche s , 1 81 5 -1 8 39 ,  
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( Al l 9 0 ,  1 1 9 1 , 1 2 0 4 , 1 2 0 6 , 1 2 0 9 , 1 2 1 0 , 1 2 1 1 , 1 21 4 , 
1 2 1 7 in NPL/M) 

Go ve rn or ' s  De spatche s ,  Tran s cri pts o f  Mi s s ing 
De spatche s , ] . 8 2 3-1 8 4 0 , 
( Al 2 6 7 "'"·4 , -5 , -1 2 , -1 3 , �1 4 ,  -1 9  i n  NPL/M) 

De spatche s Rece i ved from Se cre tary o f  S tate , 
1 8 38 - 1 8 39 .  
(Al 2 7 8 , 1 2 8 0  in NPL/M) 

f) S upreme Co urt : 

( i )  Ci vi l  Juri sdi c tion 
Judg emen t  Rol ls , 1 8 2 4 -1 8 5 4 , 
( SB 81 , 8 2 ) 

( i i )  Crim in a l  J uri sdi c ti on 
In form ation s , 1 82 4 -1 8 36, 
( SB 5 8 9 )  

In form ations Not Proceeded With , 1 8  32 , 1 8  3 4 - 1 8  35 , 
( SB 6 5 4 )  

Un s orte d Papers , 1 8  31 . 

g )  Vi ce Admi ra lty Co ur t : 

In s t an ce and Pri ze  Pape r s , 1 7 9 5 -1 81 4 1  
( 1 1 6  3 )  

Case Pape rs, 
< 2 I 8 5 8 3-6 , 8 5 8  8 , 8 5 9  o , 8 5 9  2 , 8 5 9  3 > 

Ins tan ce Papers , 1 8 2 6 - 5 9 ,  1 8 7 4- � 8 8 0 , 
( 4 /7 5 9 5 , 75 9 8 - 7 6 0 4 )  

NEW ZEALAND 

a )  B ri t i s h  Re s i dent :  

Bri tish Re s i dent : I n  Le tters , 1 8 3 3-1 8 4 0, 
{ B Rl /l -2 in WAre ) 

B usby , J .  De spatche s o f  the Bri ti sh Re s i dent in New 
Ze a l and 1 8  3 3-1 8 4 0, 
( qMS BUS in WTu) 
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NSW Archival Es trays , Pape rs Con ce rn ing the Bri ti sh 
Re sident , New Ze aland , 1 8 3 3 ,  1 8 35- 1.8 36 , 
( un cat . MSS Set 6 0 8 in NPL/M ) 

b )  Old Land Claims Fi le s : 

Ashrnore 37b/4 5 ;  Be rghan 2 5 9 , 2 5 9 a-h/5 5 8 - 6 6 ; 
Browne 4 0 8 , 4 0 8 a- c/9 7 8 - 81 ; Dacre 7 6 , 7 6 a/1 5 5 - 6 ; 
Harris 3 4 7 / 8 39 ; 1-1onte fiore 4 2 5/1 0 0 8 ; Oakes 1 2 / 1 2 ; 
S cott 4 39 /1 02 2 ; Stephenson 4 0 7 , 4 0 7 a/9 76 - 7 ;  Mai r  1 5 5/ 30 6 . 

VAN DIEMEN ' S  LAND 

( Main ly in Archi ves O ffi ce o f  Tasm ani a )  

a )  Colon i a l  Se cretary : 

Gene ral Corre sponden ce , 1 8 2 4 -1 8 4 1 , 
( CSO 1 ,  5 )  

Reg i sters o f  Gene ral Corre sponden ce , 1 82 4 -1 8 4 1 , 
( CSO 2 ,  6 )  

Indexes to Gene ral Correspondence , 1 8 2 4 -1 8 4 1 ,  
( cso 3 ,  4 '  7 )  

Ret urn s for the Compi lation o f  the Ann ua l  O ffi ci a l , 
Finan ci al and Stati stical Reports , 1 8 2 6 - 1.8 2 7 .  1 8 3 3 .  
1 8  36 -1 8 3 8 ,  
( CSO 4 9 )  

Dra ft and D uplicate Copie s  o f  the Ann ua l  O f fi ci a l , 
Fin an cial  and Stati stical Reports, 1 82 2 , 1 82 5-1 82 8 ,  
1 8 31 -1 8 35 1 1 8 3 7-1 8 4 Q 1 
( CS O  5 0 ) 

Copies o f  Le tters Sent Wi thin the Colony , 1 8 32 ,  
( CSO 5 2 / 5 ) 

Copies o f  Clearance s I s s ued to Ships Le a ving Hob art , 
1 8 2 3-1 82 8, 
( CSO 6 3 )  

Port O f fi ce rs ' Reports o f  Ships ' Arri val s  at Hobart , 
1 8 34 -1 8 4 0, 
( cso 9 2 /1 - 4 )  

Mi s ce l laneous Corresponden ce , Reports and Re t urns 
Re lating to Shipping , 1 8 35-1 8 4 01 
( CSO 9 4 )  

Ge orge Town Port O f fi ce rs ' Sem i -Week ly Reports , 
1 8 37 -1 8 4 0, 
( CS O  9 5 )  



b )  C ust om s : 

Inwards Corre sponden ce , 1 8 2 7 -1 8 5 0 ,  
( CUS 1 )  

4 0 0  

Cop i e s  o f  Inwards Co rre spondence from the Board o f  
Trade , 1 8 2 6 ...,.1 8 4 0, 
( CUS 2 )  

Le t terbook o f  Inwards an d Outwards Corre spondence , 
1 8  3 3--1 8 4 0, 
( CUS 4 )  

Col le ctors ' Le tterbook s , 1 8 31 -1 8 4 0 , 
( CUS 5 )  

Naval O f fi ce r : Re cord o f  D uti e s  Col l e cted at Hoba rt 
Town and Port DalrY-mple , 1 8 2 4 -1 8 41 ,  
( CUS 8 )  

Reg i s te r  o f  Ships Entere d Inwards and C le a re d  
O utward s a t  Hobart, l 82 4 -1 8 30, 
( CUS 2 9 )  

Regi s te r  o f  Ships ' Arri va l s  with Li s t s  o f  Pas seng e rs , 
1 8 30-1 8 3 3, 
( CUS 30 ) 

Reg i s te r  o f  Ships Ente re d Inwards , No vembe r 1 8 31 -1 8 4 0 ,  
( CUS 31 ) 

Regi s te r  o f  Ships ' Cle aran ce s , Wi th Li s t s  o f  Crews 
and Pas senge r s , 1 82 8 -1 8 3 3, 
( cus 3 3/l -2 ) 

Reg i s te r o f  Ships Cleare d  O utwards , 1 8  3 3-1 8 4 0, 
( CUS 3 4 ) 

Reg i s te r  o f  Ships C.le are d  O utwards , 1 8  3 4 -1 8 4 01 
( CUS 35 ) 

Reg i s ter o f  Col oni a l  Ve s se ls o f  the Port o f  Hobart , 
1 8  30 -1 8 4 0, 
( CUS 3 8 )  

Reg i s te r  o f  Ships ' Arri va l s  from Port Phi l lip , 
1 8  3 7 -1 8 4 0, 
( CUS 5 4 )  

Reg i ster o f  Ship s ' Depart ure s to Port Phi l lip , 
1 8  37-1 8 4 0, 
( CUS 5 5 )  

c )  Ex e c ut i ve Co m ci l : 

Min ute s o f  the Procee ding s o f  the Exe c uti ve Com ci l ,  
1 82 5 -1 8 39, 
( E C  4/1 - 7 )  
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d )  Gove rnor : 

Le tterbook o f  De spatche s to Tre as ury and Other Home 
Go ve rnment O f fi ce s , 1 8 2 6 -1 8  391 
( GO 30/l ) 

e )  Leg i s lati ve Co un ci l :  

Dra ft Min ute s o f  Pro ceeding s in the Leg i s lati ve 
Coun ci l ,  Apri l -Septembe r 1 8 2 6 , Aug us t  1 8 35 -AUJ us t 
1 8  36, 
( E C  7 )  

Min utes o f  �1ee ting s , with Acts Pas sed by Co un ci l ,  
1 8 2 6 - 1 8 39 ,  
( LC 2 /1 i n  Par l i amentary Lib rary , Hobart.) 

f )  Marine Board : 

Reports o f  Ships ' Arri va l s  with Li s t s  o f  Passengers , 
1 82 9 -1 8 4 0, 
( MB  2 / 39 /1 - 4 )  

Re t urns Made by the Port O f fi ce r , Marine Departm ent , 
o f  O utwards Pas senge rs , 1 8 34 -1 8 38 ,  
(MB 2 /4 2 )  

Li s t s  Nade by the Port O f fi ce r , Marine Departmen t ,  o f  
O utwards Pas senge rs , Decembe r 1 8 36 - Feb r uary 1 8 38 ,  
( MB  2 / 4  3 )  

g )  S upre..rne Co urt:  
Tasm anian S up reme Co urt,  Min ute Book 1 8  35 -1 8 39 , 
( MS 35 39 in NLA . ) 

( 2 )  P ub l i shed 

' 

Bigge , J . T .  Repor t on the S t ate o f  Ag ri c ulture and 
Trade in the Colony o f  New So uth Wale s , London , 
1 8 2 3 .  

Great Britain Parliamen tary Pape rs : 
Bri ti sh Parliamentary Debate s , 3rd S e rie s , 1 8 32 .  

An Acc o un t  o f  the Quanti ty o f  Pho nn i um Ten ax , or 
New Zealand Flax , imported in each o f  the _ Last 
Three Years , ending 5 th Jan uary 1 8 32 ,  into Great 
Britai n , s t ating the Ports whe re re ce i ve d ,  Ho use 
o f  Lo rds , Se s s i on al Pape rs , 1 8 31 - 2 , CC I X ,  ( 11 8 ) . 

Report from the Se le ct Comm i ttee on Abo rig ine s 
( B ri ti sh Se ttlements ) , 1 8 37 ,  VI I ,  ( 42 5 ) . 

Report from the Se lect Comm i t tee o f  the Ho use o f  
Lords Appointe d  to Enq ui re into the Pre sent State 
o f  the I s lands o f  New Ze a lan d  and the Expe diency 
o f  Reg ulating the Se ttlement o f  Bri tish S ub j e cts 
the re in , wi th Min ute s o f  E vidence , 1 8  37 - 8 ,  XXI , 
( 6 8 0 )  ( 1 2 3 )  � 
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An Acco tmt o f  the Q uan ti ty o f  Fl ax Importe d From 
New Ze a l and into Grea t  Britain , d uring the Ye ars 
1 8 3 3 ,  1 8 34 ,  1 8 35 ,  1 8 36 and 1 8 37 ;  di s ti ng ui shing 
e a ch Ye ar , Ho use o f  Lords , Sess ion a l  P ape r s , 1 8 38 ,  
XVI I I I ( 1 4  8 )  • 

Corre spondence wi th the Se cretary o f  S tate 
Re l ati ve to New Ze a l and , 1 84 0, XXXI I I ,  ( 2 38 ) . 

Report from the Se le ct Comm i ttee on New Ze a l and ; 
tog e the r wi th the .Hin ute s o f  E vidence . . .  , 1 84 0, 
VI I ,  ( 5  8 2 ) • 

Report from the Se le c t  Comm ittee on New Zea land , 
toge the r wi th Min ute s o f  E vidence , 1 8 4 4 , X I I I ,  
( 5 5 6 ) . 

Acco nn t o f  Imports to and Exports from Bri ti sh 
Colonie s ,  in the y·e ars 1 8  35 to 1 8 4 4 , Canmon s 
Pape r ,  1 8 4 7, ( 37 ) . 

Statute s con s ulte d : 4 3  Ge org e  I I I  c 5 7 , 5 7  Georg e  
I I I  c 5 3 , 5 9  Georg e I I I c 5 2 , 4 Georg e  I V  c 9 6 , 
6 Ge orge IV c 111 , 7 Ge orge IV c 4 8 ,  9 Ge org e  IV 
c 8 3 , 3 & 4  Wi l l i arn  IV c 5 4 , 4 & 5 Wi l l i arn  IV c 5 6 . 

Leg i s lati ve Co un ci l , Vo te s an d Proceeding s ,  1 8 2 4 - 1 8 4 0. 

B :  Non -O f fi ci al S o ur ce s  

( 1 ) Man us cripts 

AUS TPALIAN INS TI TUTI ONS 

Archi ve s  O £fi .ce 6 f  New So uth Wale s 

C unn ing ham , A .  Jo urna l  in New Zea l an d  2 8 A ug us t-
2 5  Novem be r  1 8 2 6 , ( S Z  1 1 ) 

Dix son Library 

Atkin s ,  John F. ' N arrat i ve o f  the S uf fe ring s an d 
m o s t  Mi racul o us  E s c ape o f  Mr John F .  Atk i n 1  
2nd. o ffi ce r o f  the Brig Hawi s . . .  ' ,  ( MS 2 2 )  

Cotton , W . C .  Jo urna l  o f  a Re sidence at S t .  John ' s  
Col lege , the Waim ate from S at urday Jul y , 2 2nd . 
to We dne s day Oct . 4 th. by Wi l l i arn  Charles Cotton , 
M . A . , ·and A n  Ove r l and Journey to Wang an ui , fram 
Th urs day , Octobe r 5 th .  to Sunday Novr .  2 6 th .  
1 8 4 3 , ( MS 37/5 ) 

Mi tche l l  Lib rary 

Arth ur ,  S i r  G .  Pape rs , 1 8 2\1 -1 8 5 5 , Vo ls 2 0 -1 , 2 4 - 2 7 , 
( A2 1 8 0 - l , 2 1 84 - 7 )  
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Banks , Sir J .  Bank s Papers , Aus trali a  and So uth 
Sea Is lands , 1 7 7 4 -1 8 0 9 , ( A8 3 )  

Bonwick Transcripts , ( Bigg e Appendix , Boxes 1 1 , 
1 3 ,  1 5 , 2 0 -2 , 2 5 , 2 7 , 2 8 ;  Mi ssion ary , Boxes 
4 9 , 5 0 , 5 3 ) 

Bri sbane , Sir T . M .  P apers , 1 8 1 2 -1 8 37, ( FH 4/1 6 2 7 )  

Br uce , G .  Li fe o f  a Greenwi ch Pensione r ,  1 7 7 6 -
1 81 7, ( CY A 1 6 1  8 -1  ) 

Li fe o f  a Greenwi ch Pens ione r ,  1 7 7 6 -
1 8 1 7 ,  Note s and Abridgemeht by T .  White ly ,  
( CYA 161 8 -2 ) 

Burdekin Fam i ly .  Papers , 1 7 8 4 - 1 9 5 6, ( MLMS S 1 4 7 / 3 3x ,  
5 2 x , 8 3 ,  85x , 8 6x , 8 7x , 8 8x , 8 9x )  

Catlin , E .  Jo urnals , 1 8 2 7 -1 8 36 Hade on Wha ling 
Ve sse ls on Voyage s  from Sydney Northwards to 
Japan and Eastwards to New Ze aland , ( CY MLMSS 
1 8 0 0 )  

Cle ve land , W .  Jo urnal o f  Wi lliam Cle ve land , 2 2  
March 1 8 38-2 2 No vember 1 84 2 , ( Bl 5 6 6 - 1 5 6 7 )  

Coq ui lle ( Corvette ) .  Journal , 2 2  June 1 82 2 - 8  May 
1 8  2 5 I ( MS 1 2  9 ) 

Craw ford , J . C .  Pape rs and Views , 1 8 37-1 86 4 , 
( FM 4/ 31 5 0 )  

Cunningham , A .  Diary o f  A .  Cunningham , September­
De cember 1 82 6 , ( CY B 7 7 7 )  

Dacre , R .  Le tte rbook , 1 8 31 -1 8 32 ,  ( uncat . MS S Se t 
30 9 )  

Downie , J .  Cap t .  Rem ark s  on Board the Ship 
Coromander-octobe r 2 0 , 1 8 1 9 -AUJ us t  31 , 1 82 0 1  
( B2 0 9 )  

Hall , W .  Di ary 1 81 6 -1 8 3 8 ,  (MLHSS 1 5 9 7 )  

Hawke , G .  Ex tracts from Diary , September 3 ,  1 8 36 -
March 1 5 , 1 8 37 ,  Re lating to New Ze aland , ( MLMS S 
8 4  7 )  

Kenda l l , T .  A Jo urnal o f  My Procee ding s D uring a 
Voyage from Port Jack son to New Zealand Comm en c­
ing March the 7 th in the Ye ar o f  O ur Lord 1 81 4  . . .  
( Al 4 4 3 )  

King , P . G . yapers , Vo l 8 ,  F urther Pape rs 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 0 6 , 
( A  1 9 8 0 - ) 
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King , P . P .  Jo urn al o f  a Vi si t to New Ze a l and and 
Nor folk Is land in HMS Pe lorus , De cember 1 2 , 
1 8 38-Jan uary 2 8 ,  1 8 39 ,  ( C7 6 4 -2 ) 

Lamb , J .  Letterbook , 1 8 2 6 -1 8 34 ,  ( unc at .  MS S S e t  
31 0 )  

Lang , J . D .  Pape rs 1 8 35 -1 8 7 3 ,  Vol s  1 and 9 ,  
( A2 2 4 9 -2 ) 

LMS Archi ves , Mi s s ionarie s on Board the " Royal 
Admiral " ,  l-larch 1 3-July 2 2 , Tahi ti , 1 8 01 , 
(mi cro fi lm , F.H 4 / 32 8 )  

Lord , S .  Trading Ag reement Con ce rni ng Flax be tween 
Maori Chi e ftains at the Bay of I s lan ds and 
Sirneon Lord , 1 8 1 5 , (Al-. 4 7 and HS S 1 81 5 P in WTu) 

McDonne 11 , T .  to R .  Jones & Co , 1 7  Septembe r 1 8 35 ,  
in Ri ley Papers , Doc uments 1 81 7 -1 8 5 6 , ( A  1 0 9 ) 

Marsden , M .  Jo urna l  o f  Martha Mars.den /1 8  37_} , 
( B 32 8-2 ) 

Marsden , S .  Marsden Pape rs , Vol s  1 - 3 ,  ( CYA 1 9 9 2 , 
1 9 9 3 ,  1 9 9 4 )  

Re v.  S am ue l  .Harsden ' s Jo urnal o f  6 th 
Voyage to New Zea l and 1 8 30 , ( B  32 8 -1 ) 

Rarns ay ,  D .  Papers , 1 8 1 8-1 8 4 5, ( HLr.lSS 5 6 4 )  

Shephe rd , T .  Jo urn a l  on the Brig Ros anna on the 
Coasts o f  New Z e a l and , 5 March-1 2 No vembe r 1 8 2 6 , 
(micro fi lm , FM 3/1 2 0 )  

Spark , A . B . Di ary o f  A . B . Spark , Vol 1 1 8 36 -1 8 4 3 1 
(A486 9 )  

Town s , R & Co . Papers , 1 82 9 - 1 9 4 0 ,  Vol . I ,  ( MLMSS 
1 2 7 9 ; also Ms Pape rs 7 6 8  in WTu ) 

We l le r , G .  Corre sponden ce wi th E .  We l le r  and 
Others , Chie fly Con ce rning the i r  Whaling Indus try 
at Otag o ,  New Zea l an d , 1 8 32 - 6 1 , ( Al 6 0 9 ) 

Wen tworth , W . C .  O f fi ce Acco unt Book , ( AW 5 1 )  

(Wi lke s ,  C .J Re cords o f  the United S tate s Exp loring 
Expedi tion Unde r the Comm and o f  Lie utenan t  
Charle s Wi lke s , 1 8 36 -1 8 4 2 , (mi cro fi lm , FM 
4/4 6 2 1 - 6 ) 



4 0 5  

Nation a l  Lib rary o f  Australi a 

Browne , 0 .  Le tters , 1 8 2  3- 1 8 4 2 , ( MS 3 3 0 ) 

B ul le r , J .  Correspon den ce , 1 8 37 -1 8 39, ( MS 4 0 2 0 ,  
NK 2 2  31 ) 

King , P . G . ALS Le tte r to S i r  Joseph Bank s , 8 
J an ua ry 1 8 0 6 , ( MS 9 I 9 8 ) 

Stephen s ,  Sir  P .  ALS Le tte r to Cap tain Cook , 2 0  
July 1 7 7 6 , ( MS 6 8 8 )  

Tasmani an S t ate Library 

Haigh , A .  Jo urnal 1 8 34 -1 8 38 ,  ( C 3 8 11 ) 

Ke l ly ,  J .  Pape rs in the Po s s e s s ion o f  the l ate 
Cap tain James Ke lly , c . l 8 2 5 - 4 0 , ( Crowther 
Col lection , un cat . papers ) 

McLaine , L .  Journal 0 f a Voyage from Sydney to 
Eng l and , -r81 4 , --an d o the r wri tings , 1 81 3-1 5 , 
( Crowthe r Col lection , MS C 3 8 2 1 ) 

. NE\� ZEALAND - INST ITUT IONS 

Al exander Turnbu l l  Library 

Be rry , A .  ' Alexande r Berry ' s  Ac count o f  the 
De s truction o f  the Ship Boyd . . .  ', (qMS 1 81 1 -
1 8 2 2  p ) 

B usby , J .  Le tters to James B usby , 1 8 30-1 8 6 6 ; and 
Le tte rs from B usby to hi s brothe r Alex ander , 
1 8 30 -1 8 39 ,  {qMS BUS ) 

Cheesm an , T . F .  Log s an d Jo urn al on Board H . M . S .  
B uf falo , 2 7  Apri l 1 8 36 - 2 0  March 1 8 41 , ( fMS 
1 8 36 - 4 1 P )  

HMS Conway . Journ a l  and Log o f  an O ffi cer Se rving 
Aboard HMS Conway 1 8 36 - c a . l 8 4 1 , (qMS 1 8 36 -4 5 )  

Eme ra l d . Log , 2 1 - 2 8 Ap ri l 1 8 34 ,  ( PAMBU , 2 2 3 )  

Hera l d . O f fi ci al De cla ration o f  Lo s s ,  1 82 9 ,  { MS 
--papers 9 8 2  and NS 4 2  4 8 i n  NLA ) 

L ' Heroine ( corvette ) . Pape rs Re l ating to the 
Corve t te , 1 8  37 - 4 2 , (MS 1 8  37 - 4 2  HER) 

Hobb s , J .  Journals , Aug us t  1 8 2 7 - Jan uary 1 8 2 8 , 
De cembe r 1 8 35-mi d 1 8 37 ,  (Micro MS 6 2 0 )  

Jowe tt , W .  Papers , ca . l 8 1 9 -1 8 35 ,  ( MS  Pape rs 1 1 41 ) 
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Raine , T .  An Ex tract from Mr C l a rke ' s  
Ins truction s  from Me s s rs . Raine & Gordon D .  
Browne . Me rchan ts Sydney , ( 1 8 2 7 ) , ( .Hi s c  MSS 
1 0 2 2 )  

Ros s , J .  O ' C .  Papers , 1 9 7 3- .1 9 7 6 , ( MS Papers 1 5 0 0 )  

Royal Adm i ral . Ex tracts from the L og  & Jo urn a l  o f  
M . E . I . C . S .  Ship Royal Adm i ra l , Wi l l i am  Wi lson , 
Comm ande r on a voyag e from Lon don to New South 
Wal e s  then ce to New Z e a l and , Otahe i te and 
Chi n a , 1 8 0 0 -1 8 0 2 , Records o f  the Hono urab le 
East Indi a Company ' s  Marine , (mi cro fi lm )  

Tapse l l , P .  Remini s cenc'e s , 1 7 7 9 -1 8 6 9 , ( qNS Tap , 
1 8 6 9 ) . 

Woodr i f fe ,  D .  Memoranda , ca . l 8 0 4 , ( MS Pape rs 9 37 )  

Auck land In s ti t ute and Muse un Library 

Bake r ,  C .  Jo urnals o f  Charles Bake r ,  1 82 7- 1 8 6 7 , 
( type s cript , MS 2 2 )  

Brown , A . N . Journ a l s , 1 8 35 -1 8 4 6 , ( type s c ript , MS 
4 0 )  

Whi te ley , J .  Jo urna l  1 8 32 -1 8 6 3 ,  ( type s c ri p t , MS 3 31 )  

Wi l li am s , W .  Journ al o f  Wi l li am Wi l l i am s , 2 1  
Aug us t 1 8 2 5 - 1 8  De cember 1 8 5 5 , '.(·type s crip t , MS 
3 35 )  

Auck l and Pub li c  Lib rary 

Chapm an ,  T .  Le tte rs and Jo urn a l s  o f  Thom a s  
Chaprn an , ( types c ript , N Z  2 6 6 . 3SP C 4 6 }  

Mai r ,  G .  Pape rs , 1 B 31 - 5 0 , ( N Z  MSS , 1 5 7 , 1 8 6 ,  1 8 9, 
1 9  3 '  5 32 ) 

Morg an , J .  Le tters and Jo urn a l s , 1 8 3 3- 6 5 , ( type ­
s cript , N Z  R 2 6 6 . 3 S p M8 4 )  

P uckey , W .  G .  Jo urn als and Le tte rs , 1 8  31 - 1 8 6  8 ,  
( type sc ript , N Z  R 2 6 6 . 3 Sp P 9 8 }  

Sinclai r , A .  Re turn o f  Trade between New So uth 
Wale s  an d New Ze aland d uring the Fol lowing 
Ye ars, fl 8 2 6 -1 8 4 2J , ( Grey Col le ct ion , GN Z 2 1 5 2 . 
GN Z  32 8 H 5 )  

Thie rry , C . P . H .  de . Hi storic a l  Narrati ve o f  an 
Attempt to Form a Sett lemen t in New Zea land, 
( Grey Colle cti on , type s cript , MS 5 5 ) . 



Auck l and Uni ve rsity Lib rary 

Ashwe ll , B .  Le tte r s  and Jo urn als  1 8 34 -1 8 6 9 ,  
( MS A-1 7 2 ) 
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Cowe l l , J . , ropemake r .  Le tte rs 1 8 2 0 - 2 3 ,  ( CMS , 
London Re cords , 1 7 7 9 -1 8 8 4 , New Ze a l an d  Mi ssion, 
C N/0 3 3 ,  m i cro fi lm ) 

Harn lin , J .  Part Di ary o f  Jarne s Harn lin , (1 3 Apri l 
1 8 3 0 - 2 2  De cembe r 1 8 34J ,  ( type s c ript , MS A-1 6 9 )  

Kemp , J .  Journal  o f  Jarne s Kemp , 1 8 32 -1 8 5 2 , 
( type s cript , MS A-1 8 6 ) 

Wi l son , J . A .  The Le tters o f  the Re vd .  John A .  
Wi l son , Mi s s ion ary a t  Opotiki , Ta urang a , 
Auck l and and P uriri , 1 8 3 3-1 8 6 5 , ( type script , 
MS A-1 7 3) 

Be rn ard S laden Re search Library , Tauranga 

Brown , A . N . Journ als , 1 8 35 -1 8 5 0 , ( type s cript ) 

Le tte r  Book , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 3 3 ,  ( type s c ript ) . 

Hocken Library 

Bayly , G .  Jo urna l  o f  Voyag e s  to vario us Parts o f  
the Wo rld wri t ten by Geoe Bayly fo r the 
am usement o f  s uch o f  hi s Fri ends as fee l  
them se l ve s  di sposed to re ad i t , Vo l 1 s t ,  
( M ,  1 ,  1 4 5 )  

Ma rsden , S .  Corre spondence 1 8 1 3 - 1 8 38 ,  chie fly 
wi th Ch urch }u s s ionary Socie ty , ( MSS Vol s  
5 4 -5 7 )  

Shortland , E .  Jo urn a l  1 8 4 2 - 1 8 4 3, ( M , l , 2 0 )  

( M , l , 2 2 )  

( 2 )  Publi cations 

( a )  Book s 

Jo urna l ,  Octobe r and Novembe r 1 8 4 2  

B ank s , S i r  J .  The En de a vo ur Journ al o f  Joseph 
Bank s 1 7 6 8 - 1 7 7 1 , e d .  J . C .  Be ag lehole , 2 vols , 
Sydney , 1 9 6 2 . 

Barton , R . J .  ( comp . ) Earli e s t  New Zealand : The 
Journ a l s  an d Corre spondence o f  the Re v.  John 
But le r , Mas te rton , 1 9 2 7 .  

Bayly , G .  Se a-Li fe S ix ty Years Ag o ,  London , 1 8 85 .  

Be l l , F . D .  and F .  Yo ung . Re asons fo r Promoting the 
Cult i vation o f  the New Z e a l and Flqx , London , 
1 8 4 2 . 
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Benne tt , G .  Wande ring s in New S o uth Wales , 
Batavi a ,  Pe di r Coas t , Sin apore and China ,  

1 8  32 -4  , 2 vol s , London , 1 8  34 , { Librarie s 
Board o f  S o uth Australia facs imUe , 1 9 6 7 ) . 

Ber ry , A .  Remini s cence s o f  Alexan de r Be rry , 
Sydney , 1 9 1 2 . 

Bidwe l l , J . C .  Ramble s in New Ze aland . 1 8 39 ,  
Chris tchurch , 1 9 5 2 . 

B re ton , W . H .  Ex c urs ions in New S o uth Wale s , 
We s te rn Aus trali a an d Van Di emen ' s  Land , During 
the Ye ars 1 8 30 ,  1 8 31 ,  1 8 32 ,  and 1 8 3 3 ,  London , 
1 8  3 3 .  

B rig h t ,  J .  Handbook fo r Em ig rants , and Othe rs , 
Be ing a Hi s tory o f  New Ze a land , i ts State and 
Prospe cts , Lon don , 1 8 41 . 

B rown , w .  New Ze aland and its Aborig ine s . . .  , 
London , 1 8 4 5 . 

B u l le r , J .  Forty Ye ars in New Ze alan d , London , 1 8 7 8 .  

B urns , B .  A B rie f Narrati ve o f  a New Zea land 
Chie f . . .  , Be l fast , 1 8 4 4 , { Hocken Li brary 
facs im i le ,  1 9 7 0 ) . 

Byrne , J . C .  Twe l ve Ye ars ' Wande ring s in the B riti sh 
Colon i e s  From 1 8 35 to 1 8 4 7 , London , 1 8 4 8 .  

Campbe ll ,  E .  The Pre sen t S tate , Re s o urces an d 
Prospe cts o f  New Zea land , London , 1 8 4 0 .  

Ca�pbe l l , J .  Logan . Poenamo , Lon don , 1 8 8 1 , 
{ Wh i  t combe and Tombs reprint , 1 9  5 3 ) .  

Colen s o , W .  The Authenti c and Gen uine H i s tory o f  
the Signing o f  the Tre aty o f  Wai tang i , 
We l lington , 1 8 9 0 . 

Ex c ur s i on in the No rthe rn I s land o f  
New Ze a l an d  in the S ummer o f  1 8 4 1 - 2 , La un ce s ton , 
1 8 4 4 . 

Collin s , D .  An Accoun t  o f  the Eng l i s h  Co lony in 
New South .Wale s , 2 vo ls , London , · 1 7 9 8 ,  { L1.brary 
o f  So uth Aus tral i a  facsim i le , Ade lai de , 1 9 71 ) . 

Cook , J .  Voyage o f  the Re so l ution and Adve n t ure , 
e d .  J . C .  Beag leho le , London , 1 9 6 1 . 

A Voyag e to the Paci fi c Oce an . . .  In the 
Ye ars 1 7 7 6 , 1 7 7 7 , 1 7 7 8 , 1 7 7 9  and 1 7 8 0  . . .  , Vo ls 
1 and 2 ,  Wr1. tten by Capta1.n J .  Cook , Vo l . 3 by 
Captain J .  King , ed . J .  Do ug l as , 3 vol s , 
London , 1 7  84 . 
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Cook , J .  A Voyage Towards the South Po le , and 
Ro und the World . . .  In the Years 1 7 7 2 , 1 7 7 3 ,  
1 7 7 4  and 1 7 7 5 , 2 vo ls , London , 1 7 7 7 . 

Crozet , J .  Cro z e t  �: s Voyag e to Tasman i a , New 
Zealand , the Ladrone Islands , and the Phi lipp­
ines in the Ye ars 1 7 71 -1 7 72 , tran s . H .  Lirig 
Roth , London , 1 8 9 1 . 

Crui se , R . A .  Jo urn al o f  a Ten Mon ths ' Re s i den ce 
in New Ze al and /l 8 2 0J ,  e d .  A .  G .  Bagn all , 
Chri stch urch , 1 9 5 7 .  

Darwin , C .  The Voyag e o f  the Be ag le , (new edi tion ) , 
London , 1 9  5 9 . 

Davie s ,  J .  The Hi story o f  the Tahitian Mi s s ion 
1 7 9 9 - 1 8 30 . . .  , ed . C .  Newb ury , Cambridge , 1 9 6 1 , 
( Kra us reprint , 1 9 74 ) . 

Dening , G .  ( e d . ) The Marq ue s an Jo urn a l  o f  Edward 
Robarts ,  1 7 9 7 -1 82 4 , Canbe rra , 1 9 7 4 . 

Die f fenbach , E .  Tra ve ls in New Ze aland , 2 vo ls ,  
London , 1 8 4 3 , ( Cappe r Pre s s  repri n t , 1 9 7 4 ) .  

Di l lon , P .  Narrati ve and S ucce s s ful Re s ult o f  a 
Voyage in the So uth Seas , 2 vols , London , 1 8 2 9 , 
( Da Capo reprint , 1 9 7 2 ) .  

Donlan , M . J . J .  Obse rvati ons on New Z e a l and Fl ax 
Addre ssed to the New Zealand Company , London , 
1 84 1 . 

Phorro i un Tenax or Nep t une New 
Rigg ' d ,  London , 1 8 3 3 .  

Earle , A .  Narrati ve o f  a Re sidence i n  New 
Zealand . . .  , ed . E . H .  McCormick , Ox ford , 1 9 6 6 . 

Fit z Roy , R .  A Narrat ive o f  the Voyage o f  H . M . S .  
Be agle . . .  , e d .  D .  Stanb ury , London , 1 9 7 7 . 

Fi t z Roy , R .  and C .  Darwin . ' A  Lette r  Cohtaining 
Rem arks On the Moral State o f  Tahi ti , New 
Zealand . . .  ' ,  South African Chri s t i an Recorder , 
I I , no. 4 ,  1 8 36 ,  2 2 1 - 38 . 

Fors te r ,  G .  A Voyage Ro und the World in Hi s 
Brittani c Maj e s ty ' s  Sloop , Re sol ution 
during the Ye ars 1 7 72 , 1 7 7 3 ,  1 7 7 4  and 1 7 7 5 , 
2 vols , London , 1 7 77 . 
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Hawke swo rth , J .  An Account of Voyages Undertaken 
. . .  for Mak ing D i s cove r i e s  in the Southern 
Hemi sphere , 3 vol s ,  London , 1 7 7 3 . 

Hodgs kin , R .  A Narrative of Eight Month s ' Sojourn 
in New Zealand . . .  , Col e ra ine , 1 8 4 1 . 

Jame son , R . G .  New Z ea l and , South Au s t ra l ia and 
N ew South Wal e s  . . .  , London , 1 8 4 2 . 

John son , J .  P .  P l a in T ruth s , Told by a T rave l l e r , 
Regarding Our Various Sett l ement s  in 
Aus tra l i a  and N ew Z ealand , London , 1 8 4 0 . 

King , P .  P .  and R .  F i t z Roy . Narrat ive o f  
Surveying Voyage s o f  H i s  Maj e sty ' s Sh ips 
Adventure and Beagle between the Year s 1 8 2 6  
and 1 8 3 6  . . .  , London , 1 8 3 9 . 

Lang , J .  D .  New i e a l and in 1 8 3 9 , 2 nd e d . , 
Sydney , 1 8 7 3 . 

McCrae , A .  Journa l Kept in New Z ea l and in 1 8 2 0  
by Ens ign Alexander McCrae , ed . F . R .  Chapman , 
We l l ing ton , 1 9 2 8 . 

McDonne l l , T .  Extra c t s  from Mr McDonne l l ' s  MS 
Journa l ,  Cont ai ning Observat ions on New 
Z ea l and , London , 1 8 3 4 . 

Man ing , F . E .  Old New Z e a l and : A T a l e  o f  the 
Good Old T ime s . . .  by a Pakeha Mao r i , 1 8 8 7 ,  
( Go l den Press e d i t ion , 1 9 7 3 ) . 

Markham , E .  New Zea land or Reco l l ect ions o f  I t , 
ed . E . H . McCormick ,  We l l ington , 1 9 6 3 . 

Marsden , s .  Marsden and the New Z e a l and Mi s s ion s , 
e d . P .  Harvard-W i l l i ams , Dunedin , 1 9 6 1 . 

Mar sha l l ,  W .  A P erson a l  Narrat ive of Two V i s its 
to New Z ea land in His Maj e s ty ' s S h ip 
Al l igator , A . D .  1 8 3 4 , London , 1 8 3 6 . 

Meuran t , E .  D irect ion s for P reparing Falx , From 
the Notebook of Mr Murant , interpreter to Mr 
Comm i s s ioner Spa in , no loc . , 1 8 4 4 . 

Mor re l l , B .  A Narrat ive of Four Voyage s to the 
South Sea s , North and South Pac if ic Ocean � 
Ch inese Sea , Eth iopic and Southern At lantic 
Ocean , I ndian and Antarctic Ocean , from the 
Year 1 8 2 2  to 1 8 3 1 , New York , 1 8 3 2 . 

Mye r s , J .  The Life , Voyage s and Travel s  o f  
Captain John Myer s  . . .  , London , 1 8 1 7 . 

N icho la s , J .  L .  Narrat ive o f  a Voyage to New 
Z e a land , 2 vo l s ,  London , 1 8 1 7 , (Wi l son and 
Horton f ac s imi l e , n . d . ) . 
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Oli ver , J .  and W . G . [bixJ . Wre ck o f  the Glide , 
New York , 1 8 4 8 .  

Pol ack , J . S .  Manne rs and Cus tom s o f  the New 
Zea l anders , 2 vol s , London , 1 8 4 0 , ( Capper 
Pre s s  reprint , 1 9 76 ) . 

New Ze aland : Being a Narrati ve o f  
Trave ls and Adven ture s during a Re sidence in 
that Co untry between the Years 1 8 31 an d 1 8 37 ,  
2 vol s ,  Lon don , 1 8 38 ,  ( Cappe r Pre s s  reprint , 
1 9 7 4 ) . 

Rhode s ,  W . B . The Wha ling Jo urn al o f  Captain W . B .  
Rhodes , Barque "Aus trali an " o f  Sydney , 1 8 36 -
1 8 38 ,  introd . C . R . S tra ube l ,  Chri s tch urch , 
1 9 5 4 . 

Savage , J .  Some Account o f  New Ze aland . . .  , 
London , 1 8 0 7 , ( Cappe r Pre s s  reprin t , 1 9 7 3 ) . 

Sharp , A .  (e d .) Dupe rrey ' s Vi s i t  to New Zea l and in 
1 8 2 4 , We l ling ton , 1 9 7 1 . 

Smi th , W .  Jo urnal o f  a Voyage in the Mi s s i onary 
Ship Duff , New York , 1 8 1 3 .  

Vanco uve r , G .  A Voy·q.ge o f  Di s cove ry to the North 
Paci fic Oce an and Aro und the World , 3 vols ,  
London , 1 7 9 8 .  

Wade , W . R . A Journey in the No rthe rn Is land o f  
New Zealan d  . . .  , Hobart , 1 8 4 2 , ( Cappe r Press 
reprint , 1 9  7 7 )  . 

Wake fie ld , E . J .  Advent ure in New Ze a l and , from 
1 8 39 to 1 8 4 4 , 2 vols , London , 1 8 4 5 , (Wi l son 
and Horton facsim i le ,  n . d . ) . 

Walton , J .  Twe lve Mon ths ' Re s i dence in New Ze aland ; 
Containing a Co rre ct De s�ription o f  the C us tom s , 
Manne rs , &c . , o f  the Nati ve s  o f  that Is land , 
wi th othe r In fonn ation va l uab le to Em ig ran ts , 
Glasgow , 1 8  39 . 

Whee le r ,  D .  Ex tracts From The Le t te rs and Jo urn a l  
o f  Danie l Wheeler . . .  , London , 1 8 39 .  

fWhite , W .J Impo rtan t  In fo rma tion Re lat i ve to 
New Ze aland . . .  , Sydney , 1 8 39 .  

Wi lke s , C .  Narrati ve o f  the Uni ted States 
Exp lo ring Expedi t ion d uring the Ye ars 1 8 38 ,  
1 8 39 ,  1 8 4 0 , 1 8 41 , 1 8 4 2 , 5 vo l s , Phi lade lphi a ,  
1 8 4 51 ( Gregg Pre s s  reprin t ,  1 9 7 0 ) . 



Wi l li am s , H .  The Early Jo urn als o f  Henry 
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Wi l liam s  1 82 6 - 4 0 ,  e d .  L . M .  Roge rs , Chri s tch urch , 
1 9 6 1 . 

Wrig ht , o .  ( comp . )  New Zea l and 1 82 6 -2 7 ,  
We l ling ton , 1 9 5 0 .  

The Voyage o f  the As trolabe -1 8 4 0 , 
We lling ton , 1 9 5 5 . 

Yate , W .  An Account o f  New Zealand , introd . J .  
Binney , We l lington , 1 9 7 0 .  

( b )  Arti c le s  and Broadsheets 

Atroci o us and Ho rrible Mas sacre o f  the Crew o f  
the Ship Boyd . . .  , Zbroadsheetl , London , n . d . ,  
( 1 n  NLA)  • 

B arrow , J .  ' Ske tch o f  the S urve ying Voyage s  o f  
Hi s Ma j e s ty ' s  Ships Advent ure an d Be ag le 
1 82 5 -1 8 36 , Comm anded by Captains P . P . King , 
P .  S toke s and R .  Fi t z - Roy , Roy a l  Navy ' , 
Jo urn al o f  the Roya l Geographi ca l  Society , 
VI , 1 8  36 , 31 1 - 34 3 .  

B los se vi lle , J . A .  ' Mem oi re Geog raphiq ue s ur l a  
No uve lle - Ze l ande ' ,  Nouve l le s  Ann ale s de s 
Voyag e s , XXIX ,  1 82 6 , 5 - 35 .  

Hay , R . W .  ' Noti ce s o f  New Ze a l and ' ,  Journ a l  o f  
the Roya l  Geog raphical Soci e ty , I I , 1 8 32 ,  
1 32 - 6 . 

La Bi l l ardie re , J . J . H .  de . ' Extrait d ' un Memoi re , 
l u  a la c lasse de s s cience s  de l ' Ins ti t ut 
n ational , s ur la force d u  lin de l a  No uve l le ­
Zeland , compa ree a ce l le de s fi lamens de 
l ' a loe s-pi tte , du chan vre , du lin e t  de l a  
soie ' ,  Anna le s  du Museum £Muse�7 d ' Hi stoire 
Nat.ure lle , l 7 9 6 , pp . 4 7 4 - 8 4 . 

Prospe ct us for the Estab li shmen t o f  a Nati on a l  
Factory for the Man ufacture o f  Vario us Arti cles 
from New Ze a l and Flax , London , n .  d . , ( 1n WTu) . 

Symon ds , W .  C .  • Note s on Cloudy B ay and Harb<D'.ur , 
and on Some Othe r Harbo urs in New Zea l and ' ,  
Jo urnal o f  the Royal Geographical  S ocie ty,  
VI I I ,  1 8 38 ,  4 1 6 - 4 2 3 .  
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( c )  Newspape rs , Magazines and Mi s s i on ary Reg i s te rs 

Auck land Star , 2 5  February 1 8 8 2 . 

Australi an , 2 3  Febr uary , 30 Decembe r 1 82 6 , 
1 1  Febr uary , 1 8  Apri l ,  4 ,  9 ,  1 1  May 1 82 7 , 
1 4  October 1 8 31 ,  4 May 1 8 38 .  

Aus tral i an Mi s ce llany and New Zea land Re view , 
( London ) , 1 8 39 -1 8 4 0 . 

Co lon i al Time s ,  (Hobart ) , 1 8 2 6 . 

Colon i s t , ( Sydney ) , 1 8 35 -1 8 4 0 . 

Com� e rcial  Journal an d Advert i ser , ( Sydney ) , 
1 8 35 -1 8 3 9 .  

Cornwa ll Chron i c le , ( Laun ce s ton ) , 1 8 35 -1 8 4 0 .  

Dai l y  So uthe rn Cro s s , ( A uck land ) , 6 Octobe r 1 8 76 . 

The Edinb urg h Magazine an d Li te rary Mi sce ll an y , 
May 1 8 1 8 ,  Apri l 1 81 9 .  

Hobart Town Courie r ,  1 8 2 7 - 1 8 4 0 . 

Hobart Town Ga ze tte , 1 8 1 8 -1 8 4 0 . 

Hobart Town Gene ra l Trade Li st , 1 8 37 -1 8 38 .  

Independen t ,  ( La un ce s ton ) , 9 At:g us t 1 8 34 .  

La un ce s ton Adverti ser , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 38 . 

Laun ce s ton Gene ral Trade Li s t , 1 8 36 -1 8 39 .  

La un ce s ton Pri ce Curren t an d Shipping Li s t ; S upp le ­
mentary to the La unce s ton Ad ve rti se r ,  1 8 3 8 -1 8 39 .  

The Mi s sionary Reg i s te r  For the Ye ar 1 81 4 . 

New Ze aland He rald , 9 Octobe r , 2 7  Novembe r 1 8 8 0 . 

New Zealand He rald and Auck land Gaze tte , 1 0 ,  1 7  
No vembe r 1 8 41 . 

. Port Phi llip Gazette , 1 8 38 -1 8 4 0 . 

S o uth Aus t rali an Ga z e tte and Col on i a l  Reg i s te r , 
1 8 37 -1 8 4 0 . 

Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Adve rti se r ,  
1 8 0  3-1 8 4 0 . 

Sydney Gene ra l Trade Li st , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 30 ,  1 8 34 -1 8 4 0 .  

Sydney He rald , 1 8 31 -1 8 4 0 .  

Tirne s , ( London ) , 30 March 1 8 32 .  
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( d )  Alrnanacks and Di re ctorie s 

Aus tralian Po cket Alrnan ack , ( Sydne y ), 1 8 2 2 -1 82 7 .  

Aus trali an Alrnanack , ( Sydney ), 1 8 2 8 -1 8 35 .  

Hobart Town Alrnanack , 1 8 2 9 -1 8 38 .  

Hobart Town Alman ack and Van Diemen ' s  Land 
Annual , 1 8  35 -1 8 3 8 . 

New So uth Wa le s Calendar and Gene ral  Pos t  O f fi ce 
Di re c tory , camp . J .  Raymond ,  Sydney ,  1 8 32 -
1 8  3 7  0 

New S o uth Wale s Po cket Alm an ack , 1 81 5 -1 8 2 1 . 

Tasm ani an Almanack , 1 8 2 5 -1 8 30 .  

Tegg ' s  New South Wales Pocke t Alm anack , 1 8 36 -
1 8  3 9  0 

Van Diemen ' s  Land Alm an ack , 1 8 31 -1 8 3 3 .  

Van Diemen ' s  Land Ann ual , 1 8 3 3-1 8 37 .  

Van Diemen ' s  Land Po cket Alman ack , 1 8 2 4 . 

Wood ' s  Leg al  and Comm e rc i a l  Ka len dar , ( Hobart) , 
1 8 37 -1 8 38 .  

( e ) Col le ctions o f  Hi stori c a l  Records 

Carr i ck , R. (ed . )  Hi s torical Rec ords o f  New 
Zea land S o uth Prior to 1 8 4 0 , Dune din , 1 90 3 . 

H i s tori cal  Re cords o f  Aus tra li a ,  Se rie s 1 ,  2 6  vol s ; 
Se ri e s  3 ,  6 vo l s ; · S e ri e s 4 ,  1 vol ;  iSydneyJ , 
1 91 4 -1 9 2 5 .  

Hi s tori cal Re cords o f  New So uth Wale s , 7 vol s , 
Sydney , 1 8 9 2 -1 9 0 1 . 

Hi s torical Re cords o f  New Zea land , e d .  R.  McNab , 
2 vol s , We l lington , 1 9 0 8 , . 1 9 1 4 .  

New Zea land in the 1 8 30 s , ( Vi ctorian New Zealand : 
A Reprint Serie·s ;  n o . 6 ) , D unedin , 1 9 7 9 .  



PART I I : LATER WORKS 

A :  Unp ub l i she d Materi a ls 

( 1 )  Mi s ce l l aneous Man us cript Source s 

B us h , E .  John Lee s  Fa ulkner ( 1 8 1 1 -1 8 32 ) , 
( type script o f  a radio talk i n  AP ) . 

C utting s Alb un , New Ze a l and 1 7 7 0 -1 8 5  7 ,  ( MS 
4 6 5 8  in NLA) . 

Davi dson , J . W .  Papers 1 8 8 6 - 1 9 7 2 , ( MS 5 1 0 5  in 
NLA) . 
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Dix son , S i r  W .  ( comp . )  Alphabe ti cal Li sts o f  
Ships  Arri ving at Port Jackson , and o f  
Shipwreck s ,  ( Sp 4 7 2 in NP L/D ) . 

Arri va l s  and Dep art ure s at Hobart Town , 
Port Da lrymp le , George Town an d Launce s ton , 
and Nor folk Is land , c .  1 8 0 3-1 8 37,  ( SP 4 7 3  in 
NPL/ D )  • 

Complementary S hipping Li s t s  for Sydney , 
1 7 8 8 -1 8 4 0, ( Sp 4 7 4  in NPL/D ) . 

' Henry Oake s ', ( Co rre sponden ce Fi le in AOT ) . 

Je f fe ry , W .  J .  Li s t  o f  Ships Arri ved in Port 
Jack s on , 1 7 8 8 -1 8 4 0 , ( MS Q5 9 in NPL/D ) . 

£Ke lly , L . G .J ' Edward Me uran t : be ing an accoun t  o f  
the an ce stry , li fe and de s cendants o f  Edward 
Me uran t ' ,  ( type s cript dated 1 7  J uly 1 9 5 0 , N Z  
9 2 0b MEU i n  AP ) . 

Lee , J . R . ' S o uthseaman ; the S tory o f  the B ay o f  
I s lands ' ,  ( qMS LEE in WT u) . 

McNab , R .  Paper s ,  ( MS 4 7 , fo lde r  4 9  i n  WTu) . 

Maori Do c uments , 1 8 35-1 8 6 0 , (MS 32 4 1  in NLA) . 

' Materi a l  Re lati ve to New Ze aland Hi story ' , ( type­
s c ri p t , N Z  995  in AP ) . 

New Ze a l and Pape rs , 1 8 2 0 -1 8 9 0 , ( C  1 8 4 ,  a col lec tion 
o f  printe d  and m an us cript e s trays in NP L/l-1) . 

New Ze a land �  Department o f  Inte rn a l  A ffai rs� 
Cen tenn i a l  Atlas an d Ga z e ttee r  Mate ri a l , Box e s  
2 - 4 , ( MS Pape rs 2 30 in WTu . ) 



Ruther fo rd , J .  Pape rs 1 9 2 6 -1 9 6 3 , (Box XXI , 
fol de r  1 ,  F .  31 /1 in AU) . 
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Wayn , A . L .  Li s t  o f  Ships Arri ving at La unce s ton , 
1 8 0 4-1 8 5 9, (NS 4 36/1 4 in AOT) . 

Wigg le sworth , R . P . 
in AOT) . 

( 2 ) The se s and Re se arch Pape rs 

' John Poyner ' , ( P aper lodged 

Bal la ra , A .  ' War fare an d Go vernment in Ng ap uhi 
Triba l Society : 1 81 4 -1 8 3 3 .  In sti tution s  o f  
Authori ty and the Fun ction o f  War fare i n  the 
Period o f  Early Se ttlement 1 81 4 -1 8 3 3 ,  in the 
Bay o f  Is lands and Re lated Te rri tori es ' , M . A .  
the si s , Auck l and Uni vers i ty , 1 9 7 3 .  

Bay ly , N .  ' Jame s  B usby , Bri ti sh Re sident in N . Z .  
1 8 3 3- 4 0 ' , M . A .  the si s , Auckland Uni ve rs i ty , 
1 9 4 9 . 

Blai r , S .  ' The Attack on the Boyd ' , B . A .  ( Hon s ) 
re search exerci se , Mas sey Uni vers i ty ,  1 9 71 .  

Canham , P . G . ' New Eng land Whalers in New Zea l and 
Waters , 1 8 0 0 -1 8 5 0 ' ,  M . A .  the s i s , Vi ctor i a  
Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 5 9 . 

Davidson , J . W .  ' Europe an Pene tration o f  the S o uth 
Paci fi c , 1 7 7 9 -1 8 4 2 ' ,  Ph . D .  the si s ,  Cambridg e , 
1 9 42 . 

Erwin , R .  N .  ' The "New Zealande rs " :  E urope an 
Opinion , 1 6 4 2 -1 8 4 0 ' ,  M . A .  thesis , Canterb ury 
Uni versity , 1 9 6 1 . 

· 

Gibbon s , P . J .  ' Some Tho ughts on the Pre -1 8 4 0  
Pakeha-Haori ' , Te rm Pape r ,  Mas sey Uni ve r s i ty , 
1 9 6 9 .  

Hamilton , L . M .  ' Chri stianity Among the Maori s ;  
the Maori s  and the Ch urch Mi s sionary Soci e ty ' s  
Mi s sion 1 81 4 -1 8 6 8 ' , Ph . D . the si s ,  Otag o  
Uni versity , 1 9 7 0 . 

Howe , K . R . ' Mi s s ionaries , Maoris an d " Ci vi li z ation " 
in the Uppe r-Waik ato, l 8 3 3-1 8 6 3 ;  A Study in 
Cul t ure Contact , Wi th Spe ci a l  Re fe ren ce to the 
Atti tude s and Acti vi ties o f  the Re v .  John 
Morgan o f  Otawhao ' ,  H .  A .  the s i s , Auck l and 
Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 7 0 . 
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Jack son , M .  ' Li te racy , Co�u un i c ation and Soci a l  
Change : the Maori Case 1 8 30 - 7 0 ' ,  M . A .  the s i s , 
Auck land Uni ve r s i ty , 1 9 6 7  . 

.r.fo rton , H . A .  ' Wha ling in New Zea l and Wate r s  in 
the Fi rst Hal f of the Nine teenth Cen tury ' ,  
Ph . D . the s i s , Oteygo Uni ve r s i ty , 1 9 7 7 .  

McCay , S . J . D .  ' Pho rmi um Tenax in New Ze a l an d  
Hi s tory ' , M . A .  the s i s , Otago Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 5 2 . 

0\vens , J . M . R .  ' The We s leyan Mi s s i on to New 
Zea land , 1 81 9 -1 8 4 0 ' ,  Ph . D . the s i s , Vi ctoria 
Uni vers i ty , 1 9 6 9 . 

Sharp , R . B . H .  ' Alcohol in New Ze a land 1 6 4 2 - 1 8 4 0 ' ,  
B . A .  ( Hen s ) re search exe rci se , Mas sey Uni ­
ve rs i ty , 1 9 76 .  

Shawcros s ,  K .  ' Maori s o f  the Bay o f  I s lands , 
1 7 6 9 -1 8 4 0 ' ,  M . A .  the si s ,  Auck l and Uni ve r s i ty ,  
1 9 6 7 .  

Taylor , P . H . H .  ' The Hi s to ry o f  the Ka uri Timber 
I•ndus try ' ,  N . A .  the s i s , Auck l and Uni ve r s i ty ,  
1 9 5 0 .  

Wigg le sworth , R . P .  ' The Myth and the Re ali ty ; 
A S t udy o f  the Adaptat ion of John Harmon 
( 1 8 0 0 ? -1 8 8 0 )  . . .  ',  B . A .  ( Hen s ) re se arch exe r ci se , 

Mas sey Uni ve rs i ty , 1 9 74 . 

Wi l li s , J . B . ' The Roya l  Navy in New Ze a l and , 
1 8 0 0 -1 8 5 0 ' ,  H. A .  the s i s , Vi ctori a Uni ve r s i ty , 
1 9 5 9 . 

B :  Pub li cation s  

( 1 ) Book s 

Abbott , G .  and N .  Nai rn ( e ds . ) Econom i c  Growth o f  
Aus t rali a ,  Me .lbourne , 1 9 6 9 . 

Adam s , P .  Fata l  Nece s s i ty : B ri t i s h  Inte rven tion 
in New Ze aland , 1 8 30 -1 8 4 7 , Auck l and , 1 9 7 7 . 

Albi on , R . G .  Fore sts and Sea  Powe r : The Timber 
P rob lem o f  the Roy a l  Navy 1 6 5 2 -1 8 6 2 , 
Conne ctic ut, 1 9 6 5 .  

B arratt ,  G . V  • .  Be l l inghausen , A Vi s i t  to Ne\-1 
Zea land , 1 8 2 0 , Palrners ton North , 1 9 7 9 . 

Bartlett � r J .  Gre at B ritain and Sea Powe r 1 8 1 5 -
1 8 5 3 , Ox fo rd , 1 9 6 3 .  



B ate son , C .  The Con vict Ships , 1 7 8 7 -1 8 6 8 , 
Aus tra l i an edi ti on , Sydney , 1 9 7 4 . 
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Begg , A . C .  and N . C .  Port Pre se r vation , Chri s t­
ch urch , 1 9 7 3 . 

The Wor ld o f  John Bou l tbee , Chr i s tchurc h , 
1 9 7 9 . 

Be l lwood , P .  Man ' s  Conq ue s t  o f  the Paci fi c ,  
Auck lan d , 1 9 7 8 .  

B e s t ,  E .  The S tone Imp lemen ts o f  the Maori , 
We l ling ton , 1 9 7 4 .  

Binne y , J .  The Leg acy o f  Gui 1 t :  A Li fe o f  Thom a s  
Kenda l l , Auck land , 1 9 6 8 .  

B urn s , P .  Te Ra uparaha : A New Pe rspe cti ve ,  
We l ling ton , 1 9 8 0 . 

B utlin , S . J .  The Foundations o f  the Aus tralian 
Mone tary Sys tem , 1 7  8 8 -1 8 5 1 , Me lbo urne , 1 9 5 3 .  

Carkeek , W .  The Kapiti Co as t ,  Maori Hi story and 
P lace Names , We l l ing ton , 1 9 6 6 . 

Chi s holrn , J .  Brind o f  the Bay o f  Is lands , 
We l ling ton , 1 9 7 9 . 

C lark , C . M . H .  A Hi s tory o f  Aus trali a ,  Vo l s  I and 
I I , Me lbourne , reprin t 1 9 6 3 ;  1 9 6 8 .  

Cowan , J .  A Trade r in Canniba l Land : The Li fe and 
Ad ven t ure s o f  Captain Tapse l l , Dunedin , 1 9 35 .  

Da vi d son , J . W .  Pe te r Di l lon o f  Vaniko ro : Che va li e r  
o f  the S o uth Seas , e d .  O . H . K .  Sp ate , Me lbourne , 
1 9 7 5 . 

Da vi s , C . O . 'I'he Li fe and Times o f  Patuone , the 
Ce leb rate d Ng ap uhi Chie f ,  Auck land, l 8 7 6 . 

E l de r , J . R . ( ed . ) The Let ters and Jo urna l s  o f  
S arn  ue 1 .Harsden , Dune din , 1 9  32 . 

Marsden ' s  Lie utenant s Dune din , 1 9  34 . 

F i rth , R .  Economics o f  the New Ze a l and Maori , 
2nd e d . , We llington , 1 9 5 9 . 

Fi s he r , R .  Contact and Con fli ct : Indian-E uropean 
Re lations in Briti sh Col unbi a , 1 7 7 4 -1 8 9 0 ,  
Van co uve r ,  1 9 7 7 .  



Fit zpatrick , B .  British Imperia l i sm and 
Austra lia , 1 7 8 3- 1 8 3 3 , London , 1 9 3 9 . 
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Fletcher , B .  Colonial Au stra l ia before 1 8 5 0 , 
Melbourne , 1 9 7 1 . 

Grayland , E .  
1 9 6 3 .  

Coasts of Treachery ,  We l l ington , 

Grayland , E .  and V .  
1 9 6 5 . 

Coromandel Coa st , We l l ington , 

Green , R . C .  Adaptation and Change in Maori 
Culture , Auckland , 1 9 7 7 . 

Greenwood , G .  Austra l ia , A Soc ial and Pol itical 
History ,  Sydney , 1 9 5 5 . 

Groube , L . M .  Settlement Pattern s in New Zeal and 
Prehi story ,  Otago Un iversity , 1 9 6 5 . 

Ha insworth , D . R . ( ed . ) Bu ilders and Adventurers , 
The Traders and the Emergence of the Colony 
1 7 8 8 - 1 8 2 1 , Melbou�ne , 1 9 6 8 . 

Hain sworth , D . R .  The Sydney Traders , S imeon Lord 
and h i s  Contemporaries 1 7 8 8 - 1 8 2 1 , Sydney , 1 9 7 2 . 

Ha l l-Jone s , J .  Bluff Harbour , Bluf f , 1 9 7 6 . 

Hargreaves , · R . P .  From Beads to Bank Note s , 
Dunedin , 1 9 7 2 . 

Hewi son , A .  ( ed . ) 
1 9 7 2 . 

The Macquarie Decade , Me lbourne , 

Horsman , J .  The Coming of the Pakeha to Auck land 
Province , We ll ington , 1 9 7 1 . 

Howard , B .  Rakiura , A History of Stewart I s l and , 
New Zea land , Dunedin , 1 9 4 0 . 

Howe , K . R .  Race Re lation s :  Au stral i a  and New 
Z eal and . A Comparat ive Survey 1 7 7 0 ' s- 1 9 7 0 ' s ,  
Wel l ington , 1 9 7 7 . 

Hursthouse , C .  New Zealand or Zealandia , The 
Britain of the South , 2 vo l s ,  London , 1 8 5 7 . 

I sdale , A . M .  H i story of " The River Thame s " , 
Thame s ,  1 9 6 7 .  

Jack son , J . H .  Annals of a New Zealand Family ,  
The Hou sehold o f  Gilbert Mair , Early P ioneer , 
Dunedin , 1 9 3 5 . 
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Ke lly , T .  The Soi l , Climate and Capabi li ti e s  o f  
Taran aki , New Plymo uth , 1 8 6 6 . 

Lloyd-Pri tchard , M .  An Econom i c  Hi sto ry o f  New 
Zea land , Auck land , 1 9 7 0 . 

Mack ay , J . A . Hi stori c Poverty Bay and the East 
Coast , N . I . , N . Z . , 2nd e d . , Gi sborne , 1 9 6 6 .  

Mal ing , P . B .  Early Charts o f  New Ze a l an d , 1 5 4 2 -
1 8 5 1 , We l ling ton , 1 9 6 9 .  

Martin , S . M . D .  New Zealand ; in a Se rie s o f  
Lette rs , London , 1 8 45 . 

Ma ude , H . E .  O f  I s lands and Men : S t udie s  in  Paci fi c 
Hi s tory , Me lbo urne , 1 9 6 8 .  

Me ad , S . t-1 .  Tradi tion al Maori Clothing , We l ling ton , 
1 9 6 9 .  

Mi llig an , R .  The Map Drawn by the Chie f Tuk i ­
Tahua i n  1 7 9 3 ,  ed . J .  Dunmore , Mangonui , ( 1 9 6 4 ) . 

Murray-Oli ve r , A .  Aug us tus Earle in  New Zea l and , 
Christchurch , 1 9 6 8 .  

McLintock , A . H .  Crown Colony Go ve rnment in  New 
Zea land , We l lington , 1 9 5 8 . 

McNab , R .  Murihik u and the So uthe rn I s lan ds , 
In vercarg i ll , 1 9 0 7 , . (Wi lson and Horton 
facsim i le , n . d . ) . 

The O ld Wha ling Days , Chri s tch urch , 1 9 1 3 .  

From Tasm an to Marsden , Dunedin , 1 9 1 4 .  

Newman , C .  The Spi rit o f  Whar f Ho use , Sydney , 1 9 6 1 . 

Oli ve r , W . H .  and J . M .  Thomson . Chal lenge and 
Re sponse , a S t udy o f  the De ve lofXU ent o f  the 
Gi sborne East Coast Region , Gi sborne , 1 9 71 . 

Owens ,  J . M . R .  Prophe ts in the Wi lde rne s s : The 
We s leyan Mi s s i on to New Ze a l and 1 81 9 -1 82 7 , 
Auck l and , 1 9 7 4 . 

Rae s ide , J . D .  Sove reign Chie f ,  a Biog raphy o f  
Baron de Thierry , Chri s tchurch , 1 9 7 7 . 

Ra lst.on , C . Gras s  H uts and Wareho uses : Paci fi e Beach 
Comm un1 ties o f  the Nine teenth Cent ury , Canberra , 
1 9 7 7 . 



4 2 1  

Ramsden , E .  B usby o f  Wai tangi : H . M! s  Re sident 
at New Ze a land , 1 8 3 3-4 0 ,  We l ling ton , 1 9 4 2 . 

Ri ckard , L . S .  The Whaling Trade o f  Old New 
Ze aland , We l ling ton , 1 9 6 5 . 

Rogers , L . M .  Te Wi rem u :  A Biography o f  Henry 
Wi l li ams , Chri stchurch , 1 9 7 3 .  

Ryb urn , H . J . Te Hemara , James Ham lin , 1 8 0 3-1 8 6 5 ,  
Friend o f  the Maori s , D unedin , 1 9 7 9 . 

S t  John , J . H . H .  Pakeha Ramb le s  Thro ugh Maori 
Lands , We l ling ton , 1 8 7 3 .  

Shaw , A . G . L .  Ralph Darling , ( Great Aus tra l i ans 
Se rie s ) , Me lbo urne , 1 9 71 .  

She rrin , R . A . A .  and J . H . Wal lace . Early Hi story 
o f  New Ze aland , Auckland , 1 8 9 0 . 

Shineberg , D . L . They Came for Sandalwood : A S tudy 
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